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Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems

Candidate System: Aohan Dryland Farming System, China
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Located in the northern foot of Mountian NuLLuErHui,
Aohan combines Chinese ancient agricultural civilization
with grassland civilization. With long history, there are
many famous historic spots and interest places in Aohan,
such as ruins of Xinglongwa (Chinese first village) and
Xinglonggou (the cradle of dryland farming)
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Location: Inner Mongolia, China
Area: 8.3 x 10° ha

Population: 5.83 x 10°
Landuse: farmland;forestland, grassland
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It Is proved from archaeological excavation in Xinglonggou that Aohan is the cradle of millet and broomcorn millet
seeds were found in Mr. Zhang Shiqing’s tomb of Liao period excavated in 1993.
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For the extracted carbonized grain specimens from soil sample, millet accounts for 90%, and the rest is grain.
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Millet and grain were cultivated, which was identified by British and Canadian experts.
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By the means of 14°, it is proved that the extracted Grain was cultivated 7700-8000 years ago , which was 2700 years ear

lier than that in the central Europe.
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Features of cultivating millet in Aohan
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Suitable climate, fertile soil and less pollution;
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Maitain the traditional farming mode— “cattle—farming and human-hoeing” , for more than one thousand years;
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Numerous |local varieties of millet, such as chigusi. chiguba. chigushi. shangxihonggu
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