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REPORT OF THE

TWENTY-FOURTH SESSION OF THE ASIA AND PACIFIC

COMMISSION ON AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS

INTRODUCTION

1. The Government of Viet Nam hosted the Twenty-Fourth Session of the Asia
and Pacific Commission on Agricultural Statistics (APCAS) convened by the Food
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) in Da Lat, Viet Nam from
8 to 12 October 2012. Over sixty-five delegates from 21 APCAS member countries
and 13 FAO staff participated in the session. Four observers attended the session
representing one from the International Rice Research Institute (IRRI), Southeast
Asian Fisheries Development Center (SEAFDEC), and two from the United Nations
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP).

OPENING SESSION

(Item 1 of the Agenda)

2. Mr Nguyen Van Lieu, Deputy Director General (DDG), General Statistics Office
(GSO), Viet Nam welcomed all participants to Da Lat, Viet Nam and expressed the
Viet Nam Government’s gratitude to FAO for accepting Viet Nam’s offer to host this
APCAS session. Mr Lieu believed that the existence of an important forum like
APCAS helped to facilitate the sharing of information for the overall improvement of
agricultural statistics in the region.

3. The outgoing APCAS Chair, Mr Hong Narit welcomed delegates to the
Commission and thanked the Commission and FAO for giving Cambodia the
opportunity to host the 23rd APCAS session in 2010. Mr Hong Narit shared his
experiences in the years following the last APCAS session thanking the FAO for
sharing their expertise in helping Cambodia to conduct its first agricultural census in
2013. Mr Narit was hopeful of the upcoming session and was keen to draw
experiences from the case studies to be presented.

4. Mr Josef Schmidhuber, Principal Officer, Statistics Division FAO, in an opening
address welcomed the Commission to the 24th APCAS session on behalf of Mr Pietro
Gennari, FAO Statistics Division Director. Mr Schmidhuber noted many of FAO’s
ongoing activities, particularly the Regional Action Plan for the Global Strategy on
Agricultural Statistics.

5. Ms Yuriko Shoji, FAO Representative Viet Nam, thanked on behalf of
Mr Hiroyuki Konuma, Assistant Director-General and FAO Regional Representative
for Asia and the Pacific, the Viet Nam Government and Ministry of Planning and
Investment for hosting this session. Ms Shoji stressed the importance of agricultural
statistics in the policy design process especially in a global economic climate where
food prices have become increasingly unstable.
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6. Mr Nguyen Van Yen, Lam Dong Deputy chairman of the People’s Committee
extended a warm welcome to the 24th Session of APCAS to the city of Da Lat in Lam
Dong province. Mr Yen described Da Lat as not only a teeming tourist destination but
also an agricultural center for the production of key commodity crops due to its
geographical location in the mountain regions.

7. Delivering the inaugural address to the Commission, His Excellency Minister
Dao Quang Thu, Vice Minister of the Ministry of Planning and Investment, welcomed
all delegates and participants, and thanked FAO for allowing Viet Nam to host this
APCAS session. Mr Thu reminded the Commission of the increasing difficulties
agriculture faces due to the increasing threat of climate change and severe natural
disasters noting the important role of statistical information in the policy formulation
process.

ELECTION OF CHAIR, VICE-CHAIRS AND DRAFTING COMMITTEE

(Item 2 of the Agenda)

8. The outgoing Chair, Mr Hong Narit, Director, Department of Planning and
Statistics, MAFF Cambodia presided over the election of the Chair, Vice-Chairs and
Drafting Committee. Mr Nguyen Van Lieu, DDG, GSO, Viet Nam, was unanimously
elected Chair of the Twenty-Fourth APCAS Session. Mr Savanh Hanephom, Deputy
Director-General, Planning and Cooperation Department, Ministry of Agriculture and
Forestry, Lao PDR, was elected Vice-Chair.

9. The Commission then constituted a Drafting Committee. Messrs Bruce
Hockman (Australia), Robert Hale (United States of America), Vidya Dhar (India), Jairo
Castano (APCAS Secretary) and Anthony Burgard (Rapporteur, FAO) were co-opted
as members of the Committee.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND TIMETABLE

(Item 3 of the Agenda)

10. The Commission adopted the agenda given in Appendix A as well as the
timetable. The list of delegates and observers is in Appendix B and the list of
documents is in Appendix C. The speeches delivered in the Opening and Closing
Sessions are in Appendices D, E, F, G, H, I, and J. The list of member countries of
the Commission, as of October 2012, is in Appendix K.

FAO’S ACTIVITIES IN FOOD AND AGRICULTURE STATISTICS IN ASIA AND THE

PACIFIC SINCE THE LAST SESSION OF THE COMMISSION

(Item 4 of the Agenda)

Overview of FAO’s Activities in Asia and the Pacific Region since the 23nd Session

of APCAS

(Item 4a and 4b of the Agenda)

11. Mr Jairo Castano, APCAS Secretary, introduced Document APCAS/12/3
“Overview of FAO’s Activities in Asia and the Pacific Region since the 23rd Session
of APCAS”. He informed that FAO activities in the region involved both normative and
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project work. These included: (a) serving as APCAS Secretariat; (b) the publication
of “Selected Indicators of Food and Agricultural Development in the Asia-Pacific
Region” in October 2012; (c) the continuation of Asia-Pacific Food Situation Update
(APFSU) newsletter; (d) backstopping fifteen operational statistical projects in the
region; (e) the organization and participation in various meetings; (f) further
cooperation with other agencies including UNESCAP, PARIS21, and the Asian
Development Bank; and lastly (g) the formulation of a Regional Action Plan of the
Global Strategy to improve rural and agricultural statistics. The Commission noted that
RAP’s support to statistical capacity building in the region was mainly limited to TCP
(Technical Cooperation Programme) projects, but also recognized that this could
change during the implementation of the Regional Action Plan of the Global Strategy.

12. Mr Jairo Castano continued to elaborate upon further workshops conducted by
FAORAP on the topics of: FAO data collection, sex-disaggregated statistics, sampling
methodologies, the linking of the population and agricultural census, and also
a regional workshop on food security analysis. The workshops played a role in
creating greater dialogue between NSOs and the Ministries of Agriculture of
participating countries.

13. Documents APCAS/12/4 “CountrySTAT framework in the Economic Cooperation
Organization (ECO) countries” and APCAS/12/5 “Agriculture Marketing Information
System (AMIS)” were introduced to the Commission by Mr Naman Keita, FAO. In
referring to the CountrySTAT framework, Mr Keita outlined that the goal of
CountrySTAT framework was to centralize and validate data on food/agriculture
coming from different sources into a core database. A new CountrySTAT project was
presented to the Commission in the form of capacity building initiatives for national
staff in ECO headquarters and also the implementation of a pilot CountrySTAT project
in Afghanistan. Mr Keita in a further presentation on AMIS elaborated upon the major
components of the system including those related to food market information, the
supply and demand position of crops, and the role of the governance structure in the
discussion of international market conditions. In this presentation, Mr Keita also shared
with the Commission a new project by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation (BMGF)
in Nigeria, India, and Bangladesh to utilize innovative methods and digital technology
for AMIS; and a project funded by Japan to help both Thailand and the Philippines
improve data relating to rice crops also within AMIS. The delegation of Japan
highlighted the importance of these projects and elaborated on synergies with ASEAN
Food Security Information System (AFSIS). Japan will send a Ministry of Agriculture,
Forestry, and Fisheries (MAFF) officer to coordinate the implementation of the AMIS
project in Thailand and the Philippines.

14. APCAS/12/6 “Report on the side-events on Greenhouse Gas Emissions and
Cost of Production” was introduced to the Commission by Mr Francesco Tubiello and
Ms Carola Fabi, FAO. Mr Tubiello reporting on the inception workshop on greenhouse
gas emission statistics noted the event’s success identifying issues in the collection
of GHG emission statistics and demonstrating new FAOSTAT GHG features. Ms Fabi
reporting to the Commission on the cost of production statistics noted the good
practices and challenges in compiling these statistics through the presentation of case
studies in Asia-Pacific countries; which helped to articulate the outline for the FAO
handbook on cost of production statistics.
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15. Ms Carola Fabi, FAO further introduced to the Commission Document APCAS/
12/32 “International Classifications of Agricultural Commodities” in the final session
of Agenda IV. Ms Fabi briefed the Commission on the latest updates to the international
classification including those of CPC 2.1, HS2012, and HS2017 which showed
promise in helping to increase the area of coverage in agricultural and rural statistics.

STATE OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS IN COUNTRIES OF THE

REGION

(Item 5 of the Agenda)

16. Four presentations were made during the session with overall facilitation
provided by Mr Naman Keita, FAO. The first presentation, APCAS/12/8 “Evaluation
of Countries responses to FAO questionnaires” by Ms Carola Fabi, FAO, gave an
account of the response rates to the nine FAO questionnaires, which are sent annually
to FAO member countries to collect data on different domains of the agriculture for
populating the FAOSTAT. The Commission noted the varying rates of response to
these questionnaires and the declining trends in the response rates of some
questionnaires in the region. The second presentation, APCAS/12/7 “Report on Initial
Country Assessments” by Mr Mukesh Srivastava, FAO, outlined the background and
methodology of FAO work on initial Country Assessments (CA). The proposed
Indicators of Country Capacity to be compiled using the response to the standard
questionnaire were presented. Third and fourth presentations, APCAS/12/7a
“Assessment of Country Capacity to Produce Agriculture Statistics” by Mr Jairo
Castano, APCAS Secretary, and APCAS/12/7b “Overview of the FAO Web Portal” by
Mr Anthony Burgard, FAO, outlined the experience of these assessments in the
region and demonstrated the resulting indicators for two countries and the contents
of a proposed web portal for sharing this information for the benefit of countries and
development partners.

17. The Commission appreciated the work of FAO on Country Assessments as
a tool for monitoring Country Capacity to produce Agriculture Statistics. It noted there
were generally no issues relating to the CA Questionnaire (CAQ) but the methodology
for processing the questionnaire was still to be globally accepted. However, incomplete
and partially filled questionnaires posed a challenge for building reliable indicators.
The Commission recommended the further development of the assessment of country
statistical capacity and posting of resulting country profiles in the web portal. The
Commission noted the operational issues relating to collecting reliable data for CA and
recommended that an instruction manual for filling the questionnaire be prepared. This
manual will minimize the scope of subjectivity in response, particularly for questions
where an opinion is needed. The Commission also recommended that the raw data,
methodology for compiling the indicators and the draft country profiles be shared with
the member countries for validation before placing the country profiles on the web site.
The Commission noted that the country profiles will be updated on a ongoing basis
through country reports and CAQs.

18. The Commission also noted that as the scope of the questionnaire is the entire
agriculture sector, including fisheries, forestry, and environment, the responses from
various agencies needed to be coordinated at the country level. The Commission
recommended that each country should have a focal point to supply information to
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FAO and fill the various questionnaires. The focal point could be located in the
National Statistics Office or the Ministry of Agriculture, depending upon the specific
country situation. The Commission further recommended that it should be the
responsibility of the focal point to refer the relevant questions of the CAQ to different
agencies engaged in collection of data on sub-sectors of agriculture. Concerns from
the Commission extended to the definition of agriculture, which it felt was out of line
with International Standard Industrial Classification (ISIC). It was clarified that for
practical data collection purposes the Global Strategy adopted a scope of agriculture,
beyond ISIC, as in the World Census of Agriculture (WCA) programme.

IMPLEMENTATION OF GLOBAL STRATEGY TO IMPROVE AGRICULTURAL AND

RURAL STATISTICS IN THE REGION

(Item 6 of the Agenda)

19. This agenda item was facilitated by Ms Rikke Munk Hansen, UNESCAP. Four
presentations were made. The first presentation, APCAS/12/9 “Progress in the
implementation of the Global Action Plan, including mobilization of resources”
presented by Mr Naman Keita, FAO, outlined the log frame of the Global Action Plan
and noted in particular its coordination mechanisms with the Regional Action Plan
(RAP). The second presentation, APCAS/12/10 “Asia-Pacific Regional Action Plan to
Improve Agricultural and Rural Statistics 2013-2017 (Draft)” presented by Mr Romeo
Recide, Chair of the Steering Group for Agricultural Statistics (SGAS), elaborated upon
the formulation of the Regional Action Plan for Asia-Pacific noting in particular
11 outputs and three components: (a) Technical Assistance; (b) Training; and
(c) Research; supported respectively by the implementing partners FAO, UNESCAP,
and ADB. The three components, introduced as Annexes E “Technical Assistance”,
F “Training”, and G “Research” under Document APCAS/12/10, were presented by
APCAS Secretary Mr Jairo Castano and Ms Margarita F. Guerrero, United Nations
Statistical Institute for Asia and the Pacific (SIAP), each noting the log frame (including
both outputs and activities), work plan, and budget of the specific components.

20. The Commission appreciated the efforts of the Chair, Vice-Chair, and members
of SGAS to develop the RAP, and also appreciated support extended by the
implementing partners (FAO, ADB, UNESCAP) to the work of the SGAS. Particular
appreciation was given by the Commission to the Government of Japan for the
support given to the RAP, in the form of the secondment of a junior officer at the
Regional Office and its continued support to the SIAP. The Commission appreciated
China’s offer to support the RAP, noted its interest in membership of the Regional
Steering Committee, as well as its proposal to support the implementation through
an exchange of experiences, and provision of technical assistance.

21. In reference to the coordinating mechanisms of the Global Action Plan and the
RAP, the Commission noted the need to better articulate the 11 regional outputs
with the four global outputs with particular attention directed to the gap between
the amount allocated to Asia and Pacific Region in the integrated budget of the
Global Action Plan (US$15 million) and budget in the regional implementation plan
(US$21 million). In this regard, the Commission recommended to further close this
gap through (a) a mapping of the regional and global outputs and (b) the prioritization
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and indication of regional budget items to the global office, matching the prioritized
amount allotted to the Asia-Pacific region in the indicative budget developed by the
Global Office in consultation with donors.

22. The Commission noted the three criteria outlined for the selection of the pilot
countries in the initial phase of the RAP, namely political will and commitment,
importance of agriculture, and need for assistance. The Commission recommended
countries interested in benefiting from the implementation of the RAP to make sure
to meet these criteria, particularly proven political will and commitment. The
Commission also noted the criteria for the selection of committee members.

23. The Commission supported the emphasis on a country-driven approach to
ensure the sustainability of the results of the RAP, in which it noted the importance
of the transfer of knowledge and development tools to enable national staff in carrying
out related work over the long term. In general, the Commission supported the
continued involvement of national statistical offices and ministries of agriculture, as
reflected in the proposed membership of the Regional Steering Committee. In this
regard, the Commission supported the need for the establishment of a national
statistical governing/coordinating structure, recognizing that the design of such
a structure would be responsibility of each country.

24. Bearing in mind the clarifications provided and suggested amendments, the
Commission fully endorsed the RAP.

PROGRESS AND VISION ON WORLD PROGRAMME FOR THE CENSUS OF

AGRICULTURE (WCA)

(Item 7 of the Agenda)

25. This agenda item was facilitated by Mr Robert Hale, USA. A total of seven
presentations, including a review paper from FAO and six country experiences were
made. Later three groups of country delegates worked together to identify the new
issues to be addressed in WCA 2020 and the features of WCA 2010 that need to be
preserved.

26. The first presentation, APCAS/12/16 “Lessons Learned from the Implementation
of the WCA 2010” presented by Mr Mukesh Srivastava, FAO, provided an overview
of the pace of implementation of WCA 2010 in the world and in the region. It
highlighted the aspect relating to the adoption of new recommendations of FAO in the
2010 WCA programme in the region, particularly: (a) the use of a modular and
integrated approach to survey planning; (b) the linking of population and housing
censuses with agricultural censuses; and (c) the community-level data. The
presentation also highlighted data needs for handling emerging policy issues like
capital formation in agriculture, environment issues, family farming, and small holdings.

27. The Commission reviewed the presentations on recent agricultural censuses
and surveys from Lao PDR (APCAS/12/11) by Mr Savanh Hanephom, Nepal (APCAS/
12/12) by Mr Birendra Kumar Kayastha, the United States of America (APCAS/12/13)
by Mr Robert Hale, Indonesia (APCAS/12/30) by Mr Happy Hardjo, India (APCAS/
12/31) by Mr Vidya Dhar, and the “Rural, Agricultural, and Fishery Census of Viet Nam”
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(APCAS/12/14) by Mr Pham Quang Vinh. The presentations highlighted the use of
the modular approach to census and survey planning. Experiences on the use of
image scanning and Intelligent Character Recognition (ICR) technologies for data
processing were discussed in the Commission. The Commission noted that this
technology had mixed results across countries. The difficulties associated with the use
of ICR technology for the data gathered through mailed questionnaires were noted,
particularly because of absence of a mechanism to control handwritings of the
respondents. Some participants also provided positive experiences with the use of
other technologies (i.e. Tablet PCs, Global Positioning Systems (GPS), and remote
sensing) in their censuses.

28. The Commission noted from the presentations that an increasing number of
countries in the region were adopting FAO recommendations for WCA 2010 on the
use of the modular approach to data collection (Cambodia. India, Indonesia, Lao PDR,
Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, Vanuatu and Viet Nam), community-level data (Cambodia,
China, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Nepal, Pakistan, Viet Nam), and integrated planning of
census and surveys, particularly linking of population and agricultural censuses
(Cambodia, Cook Islands, Fiji, Indonesia, Mongolia, Nepal, Niue, Republic of Korea,
Timor-Leste and Vanuatu). The Commission noted a general concern in the region
on the limited availability of qualified and trained human resources and the difficulty
of access to remote areas.

29. Following the round of country case studies, Mr Naman Keita, FAO, presented
Document APCAS/12/15 “FAO/UNFPA Technical Guidelines for Linking Population and
Agricultural Censuses”. The presentation highlighted that while this linkage would be
of more benefit to countries where a large proportion of agriculture holdings was
managed by households, there existed analytical benefits in linking social and
agricultural data. The Commission additionally posed questions on the relationship
between economic census and the agricultural census. Through the responses from
the floor the Commission noted that the basic statistical units for collection of data
in the two censuses may be different. However, this idea might be worth pursing and
the Commission recommended FAO to provide some guidance on linking the
agricultural census with other censuses, keeping in view country practices.

30. Building upon the lead presentation and the country case studies, the delegates
were tasked to perform group work to identify key issues to be addressed in the next
census programme following the guidelines introduced by Document APCAS/12/16a
“Vision for WCA 2020”. The group work was facilitated by Messrs Srivastava, Keita
and Hale. The grouping of countries was done keeping in view, as much as possible,
their geographical vicinity to obtain sub-regional patterns, if any. Group A included
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Iran, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka; Group B
comprised Australia, China, Fiji, Japan, the Republic of Korea, and the United States
of America; and Group C included Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia,
Philippines, Thailand and Viet Nam. The groups were asked to present reflections of
their members on WCA 2010 and 2020. The groups were asked to particularly report
on features of WCA 2010 that the Commission should recommend to FAO to preserve
or improve, and the new issues to be addressed in the programme for WCA 2020.
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31. The Commission learnt from the presentations that the data items and the
flexibility of the modular approach proposed under the WCA 2010 were found to be
useful. Several issues to preserve or improve in the WCA 2020 were nonetheless
recommended, including: (a) the issue of conducting the agriculture census was
becoming increasingly costly and time consuming due to increasing demand of data;
(b) the need for detailed guidelines on linking the population and agriculture censuses;
(c) enlarging the scope of integration of surveys after censuses; (d) the issue of
including narcotics crops, such as poppy and inclusion of medicinal agriculture on land
and in water to ensure complete coverage of agriculture activity; (e) gender and the
roles of women in agriculture; (f) indicators related to natural disasters and climate
change issues; and (g) the efficiency of data collection with the use of new
technologies. For the next round of WCA, the groups collectively recommended
new issues to be addressed: (a) greater emphasis on environment related statistics;
(b) guidelines for the collection of data needed for estimation of GHG emissions;
(c) data processing for agricultural census and surveys; (d) a more pronounced role
for technologies such as remote sensing; (e) use of administrative data; (f) organic
agriculture; (g) the integration of a greater variety of surveys including those related
to fisheries and aquaculture; and (h) greater support to countries which are at early
stage of development of agriculture statistics. The Commission welcomed the recently
published FAO/UNFPA guidelines on linking population and agriculture census.

32. The Commission recommended FAO to undertake technical work to develop
the WCA 2020 guidelines on the above issues and continue to provide technical
support to member countries.

METHODOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENTS IN FOOD SECURITY STATISTICS

(Item 8 of the Agenda)

33. Ms Carola Fabi, FAO, presented the paper entitled “The New Framework for
the Food Balance Sheet and Supply Utilization Accounts” (APCAS/12/17). The report
outlined the changes made to the FAO Food Balance Sheet (FBS) to update the
system and to be more efficient to operate. The undergoing changes were in
compiling feed, stocks, waste, industrial utilizations, and the trade pre-aggregation
method that transforms food into primary equivalents. The Commission supported the
work conducted by FAO noting that these innovations were made to ensure that FBS
remained relevant to user needs.

34. Mr Mukesh Srivastava, FAO, presented a report on “The New Approaches to
the Measurement of Food Security Status” (APCAS/12/18). Three main changes were
being incorporated into the new approach. First, this approach uses a different balance
sheet to calculate food availability. Second, it suggests better design for household
surveys for a more accurate measurement of food consumption. And third, it made
methodological improvements in the calculation of the FAO indicator on the prevalence
of undernourishment (PoU) linked to the choice of model and its parameters that
ensure a more realistic estimation of the undernourished population.

35. The Commission asked about the validation of the results before publication
and international standards for the inputs to the model. FAO estimates are checked
and validated internally before publication. Closer interaction with countries takes place
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with consideration of each specific situation. It was clarified that the Committee for
Food Security (CFS) is the institutional body that discusses and agrees on food
security indicators and measures. International Organizations (in particular FAO, World
Food Programme (WFP), and the International Fund for Agricultural Development
[IFAD]) are members along with countries and FAO has the mandate to monitor MDG
indicator 1.9 on the prevalence of undernourishment. It was clarified that the lower
estimate of number of undernourished people, as released in the State of Food
Insecurity (SOFI) during the week of this APCAS session, was the result of improved
methodology and better use of available data.

36. Ms Sureerat Santipaporn, NSO Thailand, presented “Food Insecurity Assessment
in Thailand” (APCAS/12/19). The presentation detailed the efforts Thailand has made
to recalculate their food insecurity measure. The results of the latest FAO report did
not align with other indicators in Thailand that indicated they were net food exporters.
FAO assisted Thailand to re-evaluate the three basic parameters used for assessing
PoU in the country. As a result of the extensive review, the calculated PoU rate
dropped significantly from the 1990 baseline rate in Thailand.

37. The results showed the importance of providing proper inputs to the model and
the major effect the inputs have on the results. It was noted that significant sources
of calories were excluded from the original calculations and including these had an
effect on the PoU rate in Thailand.

DATA COLLECTION METHODS AND ICT IN THE REGION

(Item 9 of the Agenda)

38. APCAS/12/20 “Paddy Production Survey in Viet Nam” was presented by
Mr Pham Quang Vinh, Viet Nam. The paper reported changes in the production of
this commodity over the past 25 years from Viet Nam being an importer of rice to the
world’s second largest exporter and how the measurement of this production changed
from crop cutting to a major interview survey (300 000 households). The Commission
was provided information about sampling strategies and was also informed that
production in districts with less than 100 hectares of paddy in production was
estimated based on data from adjoining districts. Mr Vinh noted that because sampling
was not completely random, a range of statistical indicators such as standard error
were not calculated. The Commission suggested a comparison of results from the
crop-cutting and interview methods for estimation of crop yield.

39. APCAS/12/23 “Use of ICT for Statistical Reporting in Viet Nam’s Ministry
of Agriculture and Rural Development” was presented by Mr Ngyuen Viet Chien,
Viet Nam. The paper reported on a central web-based software designed to allow
statistical reporting and produce on-time and accurate data while reducing manpower.
The Commission noted that the prospective benefits are maximized when there is
standardization of indicators that are being reported via the software.

40. APCAS/12/21 “Estimation of Planted Area Using the Dot Sampling Method” was
presented by Mr Kenji Kamikura, Japan. The paper outlined an alternative sampling
method which is efficient and reliable based upon using a grid of coordinates in
Google Earth to determine where to sample instead of choosing randomly from
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a frame of statistical units. The paper promoted much discussion around sampling
issues such as the granularity of the grid and about what types of data would be
suited to such sampling. Questions were raised concerning the limitations of the
technique in areas where the resolution of Google Earth was poor. It was clarified that
it was still possible to conduct area surveys with surveys in the field. This method
worked well for the estimation of crop area, but more studies would be needed for
other types of data. The Commission was informed of a December 2012 experts’
meeting in FAO Rome, where the contribution of these types of methods to master
sampling frames would be discussed.

41. APCAS/12/22 “Use of Smart-Phones for Food and Agricultural Price Collection
and Dissemination” was presented by Ms Carola Fabi, FAO. The paper discussed
a pilot programme (in Haiti) where using Smart-Phones in the collection and
transmission of data from the field to the processing teams resulted in improved
efficiency. A number of factors that would affect the efficacy of this type of programme
were noted by the Commission. These included, but were not limited to, cost of
phones, signal coverage, cost of data transfer, and maintenance. The Commission
noted that mobile phones had been used in India since the mid-2000s for transmission
of prices. Other countries such as Pakistan, Lao PDR, and China reported using
smart-phones for collection and transmission of data.

42. APCAS/12/24 “The Evolution of Agricultural Statistics in Australia” was
presented by Mr Bruce Hockman, Australia. The paper discussed the move of these
statistics from the counting of livestock and cropping areas to also examining land
use, water usage, greenhouse gases and the complexity of socio-economic and
environmental impacts of the industry. In meeting these challenges, the presenter
noted the need to look to new technologies and improve collaboration efforts among
NSOs.

RECENT ADVANCES IN ECONOMIC, SOCIAL, AND ENVIRONMENTAL STATISTICS

IN THE AGRICULTURAL SECTOR

(Item 10 of the Agenda)

43. APCAS/12/25 “Environment Statistics: new database on GHG emissions from
agriculture and agri-environmental indicators” was presented by Mr Francesco
Tubiello, FAO. Mr Tubiello presented the recent efforts at FAO to extend FAOSTAT
to include GHG emission data, computed as the product activity data times an
emission factor. The activity data was already provided by the FAOSTAT database
(e.g., animal numbers, planted area, land use information), while the emission factors
were taken from international guidelines for GHG reporting by countries to the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). Mr Tubiello explained
that the FAOSTAT GHG database offered a range of potential services to APCAS
countries, and could be used in technical and institutional capacity utilized as a data
platform to inform and support GHG reporting and climate negotiations, providing
linkages between mitigation, food security and rural development goals of member
countries. The FAOSTAT GHG database was nearing completion and scheduled for
launch by December 2012. It was highlighted that a workshop on GHG gases held
just before the APCAS was well received by participants who expressed interest for
collaboration with FAO via pilot project activities.
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44. APCAS/12/26 “Statistics on Private and Public Investment in agriculture:
government expenditure, capital stocks, and other FAOSTAT datasets” was presented
by Ms Carola Fabi, FAO. Ms Fabi presented on the new effort at FAO to monitor and
compile investment flows to agriculture, focusing on the four dimensions: agriculture
capital stocks, government expenditures, overseas development assistance (ODA),
and foreign direct investment (FDI). Ms Fabi stressed that adequately mobilizing
resources and measuring the development impact of investment in agriculture required
a comprehensive dataset that must: a) encompass resources for agricultural
investment from private and public as well as internal and external sources; b) be
internationally comparable; and c) support analysis of the related resource flows.
Ms Fabi then explained how FAO was collecting the relevant data across the four
dimensions identified above. A framework for presenting and analyzing investment
data, and check overall consistency was presented.

45. The Commission welcomed and endorsed the efforts by FAO towards
development of databases focusing on both the GHG/environmental data and the
agriculture investment data. These data were recognized as very important for
providing member countries with critical information and capacity building tools on
environmental, climate change and investment issues for more efficient rural
development planning. The Commission recommended FAO to continue work on
these two important databases, namely GHG/environmental and agriculture
investment databases.

46. APCAS/12/27 “A Gender Analysis of Food Security Indicators from Indonesia
National Socio-Economic Survey 2011” was presented by Mr Happy Hardjo
(Indonesia). He illustrated the use of a household survey for disaggregation of gender
related information on food security indicators. He showed a range of relevant food
security indicators derived through the household surveys (e.g., household income,
nutrition analysis, calorie intake). Results suggested nutrition in female headed
households (FHH) was better than male headed households (MHH). This relationship
was found under both urban and rural contexts as well as at the national level, despite
the fact that household income was in fact lower in FHH. These results indicated the
great importance of gender disaggregation of agricultural data and pointed out
important policy implications. In the ensuing discussion, the Commission noted that
gender disaggregated statistics was not readily available from surveys. The State of
Food and Agriculture (SOFA) 2010 had a specific focus on gender and agriculture.
The main source used in SOFA was the agriculture census. The Commission
recommended countries to maximize the use of gender disaggregated data in surveys
and analysis as it brings to light important issues such as the role of gender in food
security which help better guide policy efforts.

47. APCAS/12/28 “Role of fisheries and aquaculture in the Asia and Pacific Region”
and APCAS/12/29 “Progress toward improvement of data and statistics in fisheries”
was presented by Ms Sachiko Tsuji, FAO. Ms Tsuji illustrated on the importance of
fisheries and aquaculture of the Asia-Pacific region in terms of food security,
production and national income. The Asia-Pacific is a major producer as well as major
consumer of fish and fishery products in the world and fish contributes quite
substantive part of animal protein intake. The region is unique in several aspects,
including a close mutual reliance between inland capture fishery and aquaculture as
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well as between agriculture and aquaculture, dual use of flooded area by agriculture
and fishery, and communities without land holdings, which require specific
consideration for implementation of the Global Strategy. Better management on
biosecurity, sustainable utilization of ecosystems and mitigation and adaptation of
climate change impacts all indicated the increased demands on integrated data
covering multiple sectors and aspects and emphasized the importance of the
implementation of Global Strategy. Several steps were suggested with emphasis on
fishery needs, including full integration of inland capture/aquaculture components into
community based surveys, expansion of remote sensing land-use survey to cover
aquaculture, sharing and exchanging concepts and available tools among different
sectors. Ms Tsuji also highlighted the efforts made to improve statistical concepts,
standards, and disseminations in fishery statistics.

48. In response to questions, it was explained that the statistical coverage on
socio-economic aspects was still weak in fisheries and aquaculture. Appropriate
concepts and procedures, especially suitable for integrated surveys covering different
sub-sectors, needed to be established based on experiences and lessons learnt. The
Commission recommended FAO to work towards developing proper guidelines and
methodologies to integrate fisheries and aquaculture into agriculture and rural census
and surveys as well as to reflect census and survey results in improving regular
statistics collection, in close collaboration with, and advice and feedback from member
countries.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

(Item 11 of the Agenda)

Venue, Date and Topics for the Next APCAS Session

49. Lao PDR confirmed its readiness to host the Twenty-Fifth Session before March
2014. Bhutan also expressed willingness to host a future session pending further
discussions with its governmental authorities. The Secretary committed to pursue the
matter with relevant authorities in these countries.

50. The APCAS Secretary sought suggestions for topics for the next Session of
APCAS. The topics proposed by member countries included: (a) climate change and
its impact on agriculture; (b) System of Environmental Economic Accounting for
Agriculture (SEEA-AGRI); (c) development of an agricultural index; (d) agricultural
census and data collection techniques; (e) food balance sheets and stocks; and
(f) forestry statistics.

51. Members were advised that additional topics should be referred to the Secretary
for consideration.

Other Matters

52. The floor was reopened to the topic of cost of production relating to APCAS/
12/6 by Ms Carola Fabi, FAO. In the discussion, the Commission noted and supported
the ongoing work by FAO and recommended further development of the handbook
of cost of production.
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53. The Commission noted that the Republic of Korea and China were working on
remote sensing techniques and their proposal to organize a meeting on the sharing
of knowledge related to remote sensing specifically the transfer of technologies, the
sharing of satellite imagery, and the possible implementation of pilot projects. The
Commission praised this initiative and recommended other countries to follow this kind
of south-south cooperation for the transfer of technology. FAO expressed its
willingness to facilitate this type of collaboration.

54. Ms Carola Fabi, FAO, invited the Commission to refer to the circulated room
document “Towards a System of Environmental Economic Accounting for Agriculture
(SEEA-AGRI)”. FAO is leading the development process for SEEA-AGRI and has set
a tentative workplan that include a pilot application in two countries in every region.
FAO invited APCAS members to participate in the pilot.

55. The Commission recommended FAO to further collaborate with SIAP to provide
training on issues relating to analytical software, sampling design and estimation of
sampling errors, probably under the regional action plan of the global strategy.

56. Mr Naman Keita, FAO, informed the Commission that the Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation had approved on 11 October 2012 US$15 million as contribution
to the Global Fund of the “Global Strategy to Improve Agricultural and Rural Statistics”.

57. The Host Government, Viet Nam, arranged a field visit for the delegates to
some interesting sites in Da Lat, including a flower farm and the XQ cultural center.

ADOPTION OF THE REPORT AND CLOSING OF THE SESSION

(Items 12 and 13 of the Agenda)

58. The Commission concluded the Twenty-Fourth Session on 12 October 2012
after considering and adopting the report prepared by the Drafting Committee, with
amendments.
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Appendix A

AGENDA

I. Opening Ceremony

II. Election of Officers (Chair, Vice-Chair and Drafting Committee)

III. Adoption of Agenda

IV. FAO’s Activities in Food and Agriculture Statistics in Asia and the Pacific

since the last Session of the Commission

1. Overview of FAO activities in the Asia and Pacific region since the
23rd Session of APCAS including information on:

1.1.1 Projects in the region

1.1.2 Regional workshops on: i) FAO Data Collection; ii) Sex-Disaggregated
Data; iii) Sampling Surveys; iv) Linking Population and Agriculture
Census; v) Analysis of Food Consumption Data from Household
Surveys.

2. CountrySTAT Framework in the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO)
Countries

3. Agriculture Marketing Information System (AMIS)

4. Report on the side-events on Greenhouse Gas Emissions and Cost of
Production

5. FAO work on International Classifications of Agricultural Commodities

V. State of Food and Agricultural Statistics in Countries of the Region

1. Evaluation of country responses to FAO questionnaires

2. Report on Initial Country Assessments

3. Assessment of Country Capacity to Produce Agriculture Statistics

4. Overview of the future web portal on country level capacity in agricultural
and rural statistics

5. Discussion on Country Assessment Methodology

VI. Implementation of Global Strategy to Improve of Agricultural and Rural

Statistics in the Region

1. Progress in the implementation of the Global Action Plan, including
mobilization of resources

2. Overview of the Implementation Plan of the Global Strategy to Improve
Agricultural and Rural Statistics in Asia and the Pacific, including the
highlights of three components of the Plan (SGAS Chair)

a. The Technical Assistance Component (FAO)

b. The Training Component (ESCAP)

c. The Research Component (ADB)

3. Panel discussion on regional priorities (Panellists: selected country
representatives)
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VII. Progress and Vision on World Programme for the Census of Agriculture

(WCA)

A. Experience of WCA 2010 (2006-2015)

1. Lessons learned from the implementation of the WCA 2010 and issues
for WCA 2020 (FAO/ESS)

2. Country experiences

i. Agriculture Census – Lao PDR experience

ii. Agricultural census – Nepal experience

iii. Agriculture Census and Surveys – US experience

iv. Livestock and aquaculture surveys – Viet Nam experience

v. 2013 Census of Agriculture in Indonesia

vi. India – Agriculture Census 2010-2011

3. FAO/UNFPA technical guidelines for linking population and agricultural
censuses

B. Vision for WCA 2020 (2016-2025)

1. Group work by country delegates to identify key issues to be addressed
in the next programme

VIII. Methodological Developments in Food Security Statistics

1. New framework for the Food Balance Sheet (FBS) and Supply Utilization
Accounts (SUA)

2. New approaches to the measurement of Food Security status

3. Food Insecurity Assessment in Thailand

IX. Data collection methods and ICT in the region

1. Paddy Production Survey in Viet Nam

2. Use of ICT for statistical reporting in Viet Nam’s Ministry of Agriculture and
Rural Development

3. Estimation of Planted Area Using the Dot Sampling Method

4. Use of Smart-phone’s for food and agricultural price collection and
dissemination

5. The Evolution of Agricultural Statistics in Australia

X. Recent advances in Economic, Social and Environmental Statistics on the

Agriculture Sector

1. Environment Statistics: new database on GHG emissions from agriculture
and agri-environmental indicators

2. Statistics on Private and Public Investment in Agriculture: government
expenditure, capital stocks and other FAOSTAT datasets

3. A Gender Analysis of Food Security Indicators from Indonesia National
Socio-Economic Survey 2011

4. Role of Fisheries and Aquaculture in the Asia and the Pacific Region

5. Progress toward improvement of data and statistics in fisheries
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XI. Any other business

Other Matters

Venue, date and topics for the next APCAS Session

XII. Adoption of the Report

XIII. Closing of the Session
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8 – 12 October 2012

His Excellency Mr Dao Quang Thu Vice-Minister of Planning and Investment

His Excellency Nguyen Van Yen, Vice-Chairman of Lam Dong People’s Committee

Mr Hiroyuki Konuma, Assistant Director General and Regional Representative,

FAO Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific,

Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen!

Good morning

Firstly, on behalf of Mr Do Thuc, Director General of the General Statistics
Office of Viet Nam, I would like to warmly welcome delegates to attend the
24th Session of the Asia Pacific Committee on Agricultural Statistics in Da Lat city, Lam
Dong province from 8 to 12 October 2012. I wish you all good health and wish the
Session great success.

Ladies and Gentlemen!

The Session of the Asia Pacific Committee on Agricultural Statistics, which is
conducted every two years, has always been considered a very important forum for
regional statistical community to assess, discuss, share information and propose
solutions to improve and strengthen agricultural statistics aiming at collecting
adequate, accurate and timely information in order to serve development and making
of policies for development of agriculture and rural areas at national, regional and
international levels. As stated in the working agenda, the 24th Session will focus on
the important contents, such as review and discussion of the achievements obtained
in the past two years since the 23rd Session held in Siem Reap – Cambodia; finding
of the direction and action plans for better conduct of statistical work in the field of
agriculture, including the Regional Action Plan for implementation of the Global
Strategy Strengthening Agricultural Statistics and Rural Areas, etc.
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Given the importance and contents of the Session, it is a great honor for GSO
to be given the responsibility of coordinating with FAO to organize this Session by
the Minister of Planning and Investment. We are aware that this is a great opportunity
for Viet Nam Statistics in general and agricultural statistics of Viet Nam in particular
to share and learn experiences with colleagues from different countries in the region,
international organizations and advanced statistics countries. This is a good
opportunity for Viet Nams integration into the regional and global statistics community.
This is also a good chance for us to introduce the country, people and culture of Viet
Nam in general and Da Lat, Lam Dong in particular. Therefore, GSO commits to work
closely with FAO and Lam Dong People’s Committee to successfully organize this
important event.

On behalf of the General Statistics Office, I would like to express my profound
gratitude to H.E Mr Dao Quang Thu, Vice Minister of Planning and Investment who
spends precious time to attend, open and direct this Session despite his busy
schedules.

I would like to extend my sincere thanks to Mr Nguyen Van Yen, Vice-Chairman
of Lam Dong People’s Committee for attending the Session opening, for his generous
support and guidance to related departments of Lam Dong to coordinate and facilitate
for the smooth operation of the Session in Da Lat- a beautiful, rich in history and culture,
and hospitality city, a very memorable destination for domestic and international
tourists.

I would like to thank the delegates and distinguished guests from international
organizations and other countries in the region for attending the Session. My sincere
thanks are expressed to FAO for having devoted so much effort to the preparation
and organization of this Session. I also would like to thank domestic delegates for your
attendance, including representatives from the Ministry of Planning and Investment,
the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, GSO units, the provincial
departments of Lam Dong province. Last but not least, I highly appreciate mass media
from central to local levels for attending and releasing news on the Session.

With your participation in this Session, I am confident that the Session will be
successful through the achievement of objectives.

Once again, I would like to wish Vice-Minister Mr Dao Quang Thu, Mr Nguyen
Van Yen – Vice-Chairman of Lam Dong People’s Committee, Mr Hiroyuki Konuma –
Assistant Director General and Regional Representative, FAO Regional Office for Asia
and the Pacific, and all delegates good health.

I wish you fruitful work and you will spend your time to visit beautiful places
in Da Lat.

I wish the 24th Session of the Asia and Pacific Commission on Agricultural
Statistics great success.

Thank you very much!
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8-12 October 2012

Your Excellency Mr Dao Quang Thu, Vice Minister, Ministry of Planning and

Investment, Viet Nam

Mr Nguyen Van Yen, Vice-Chairman Lam Dong People’s Committee

Ms Yuriko SHOJI, FAO Representative Viet Nam

Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentleman.

At the very outset, let me begin by expressing my sincere appreciation to the
General Statistics Office, Ministry of Planning and Investment of Viet Nam, in
collaboration with FAO to host this very important 24th Session of Asia and Pacific
Commission on Agricultural Statistics. I congratulate the organizers for their excellent
arrangement to gather our regional expertised participants here to share and
deliberate experiences to further improve and advance agricultural statistics for better
serving the main purpose of proper Food Security related policy-making for our region
and the world.

It was a great honor for me to have the opportunity to take the chairmanship
for 2 years since the 23rd APCAS held in Siem Reap, the Kingdom of Cambodia.
I thank all of our colleagues in the region and FAO who shared their expertise and
provided their assistance in making our tasks and works successfully done during that
period, in which many activities were deliberated, discussed and addressed, such as:
issues related to Food and Nutrition Security, Agricultural Commodity Price Index, Sex
Disaggregated Data Collection, Improvement of agricultural Statistics on trade-related
matters, World Programme for the Census of Agriculture with country agricultural census
case study experiences, and capacity building in agriculture statistics and so on.

It, certainly is that the 23rd Session was a satisfying experience in furthering
the process of information sharing and strengthening of agricultural statistics within
the region. Hereafter, this is the favourable condition for us to increase our collaboration
in whatsoever we have adopted from that meeting, and to go for further enhancement.
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In the context of Cambodia, we are in the process of implementing our
Agriculture Strategic Development Plan (ASDP) 2009-2013, which have been
developed in consistent with the government policy and strategic plan, the Rectangular
Strategy (RS) Phase II and the National Strategic Development Plan (NSDP) Updated
2009-2013, which has been contributing to economic growth and accelerating poverty
reduction through the promotion and diversification of agriculture. And in relation to
this, statistics on agriculture is used as the basic indicators in the planning process
in agricultural development, and that the accuracy of the statistical data is needed to
ensure better development of planning indicators.

As part of our efforts to participate in the World Programme for the Census of
Agriculture 2010, Cambodia, with technical support from FAO, has started to conduct
its first agriculture census, that has been planned to be fully implemented in 2013.
In this connection, we are keen to draw experiences from case studies of selected
countries to be presented in this 24th APCAS. In addition, we have also conducted
crop cutting surveys, analysis of food security, implemented Agriculture Land
Information System (ALIS), EWI and ACO, etc.

Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen

From Last APCAS, we are now finally at the 24th APCAS, in which heavy
loading, challenging but interesting topics of the proposed Agenda lie ahead of us to
be presented, deliberate and discussed, ranging from the implementation of Global
Strategy and Improve Agricultural and Rural Statistics, experiences of the World
Programme for the Census of Agriculture (WCA), technical guideline for the linkages
population and agriculture census, down to Food Security Methodological
Development, to the use of ICT for data collection, and social, economic and
environment statistics for agriculture sector, and so on. Despite this tense schedule,
I am, as outgoing chairman, confident that under our next chairman’s guidance, we
will enthusiastically work altogether on the right track towards advancing our
agricultural statistics to achieve our objectives of enhancing the level of our food,
agriculture, fisheries and forestry.

Finally, may I take this opportunity to deeply thank our host Viet Nam for their
warmest hospitality extended to me and my delegates and I hope all other
distinguished delegates do receive the same also; and I wish the new APCAS
Host-Viet Nam and FAO a successful 24th Session of the Asia and Pacific Commission
on the Agricultural Statistics.

Thank you!
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8 – 12 October 2012

Your Excellency, Mr He Dao Quang Thu, Vice-Minister of Agriculture, Socialist

Republic of Viet Nam

Mr Nguyen Van Yen, Vice-Chairman, Lam Dong People’s Committee

Mr Nguyen Van Lieu, Deputy Director General of the General Statistics Office

Ms Yuriko Shoji, FAO Representative to Viet Nam

Mr Hong Narit, Director of the Department of Planning and Statistics, Ministry

of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries of Cambodia and Chair of the Asia Pacific

Commission for Agricultural Statistics

Distinguished Participants,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is both a privilege and a pleasure to welcome you all to the Twenty-fourth
Session of the Asia and Pacific Commission on Agricultural Statistics.

At the outset, I would like to thank the Government of Viet Nam for assisting
FAO in hosting this Commission Session. We are particularly grateful to our
colleagues from the Viet Nam General Statistics Office, who worked closely with the
staff of the FAO Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific, to complete on time all
organizational and logistical arrangements. We would also like to extend our warm
welcome to the Delegates who, in spite of the long journeys, are attending this
Commission Session in large number.

This is the first time that the Commission meets in Viet Nam, 46 years after
the first APCAS meeting in 1966. And importantly, Viet Nam did not only host the
meeting of the Commission, it also organized two important side events back-to-back
with APCAS. One of them focused on measuring Greenhouse Gas Emissions from
agriculture, the other revolved around measuring and analysing Costs of Agricultural
Production. At this point it shall suffice to say that both events were very carefully and
professionally organized and both events rendered results way in excess of our
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expectations. My colleagues from the FAO will provide you with a more detailed
account of the outcomes later this morning.

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I would like to highlight here some of the key developments in the area of
agricultural statistics that have emerged over the last two years.

Within FAO, as part of the overall reform of the organization and following an
external evaluation of FAO work in statistics, higher priority is being given to statistics
and to the internal coordination of statistical activities.

At global level, the international community is now according growing
importance to strengthening agricultural statistical systems in developing and
developed countries. Importantly, Global Strategy to Improve Agricultural and Rural
Statistics is now moving from the preparation to the implementation phase. The first
steps include the creation of the Global Implementation Office and the roll-out of
initial substantive activities. The workshop on cost of production held here in Da Lat
back-to-back with APCAS is a first illustration of the start of the implementation phase.
It could also be seen as a harbinger for many more substantial activities under the
Global Strategy in the Asia and Pacific Region.

Since the last Commission session, we also continued to promote and assist
countries in the implementation of the 2010 World programme for the Census of
Agriculture. The FAO was assisting countries in the region such as Bangladesh,
Cambodia, Nepal, Fiji, Lao PDR, Myanmar in conducting their agricultural censuses
through Technical Cooperation and donor-funded Projects. Activities also included
a regional workshop on the use of sampling techniques for agricultural censuses and
surveys, organized by the Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific in cooperation with
many regional and international partners.

The region has recently concluded the first draft of the Asia-Pacific Regional
Action Plan of the Global Strategy which has been submitted to the Global Steering
Committee for endorsement. That draft will be discussed in this Commission Session.

There are also important developments underway at FAO Headquarters with
direct impacts and benefits for Asia and Pacific region. For instance, FAO has
completely overhauled the platform and the content of FAOSTAT, its corporate
database which is now offering faster, easier and more user-friendly access to
a rapidly growing set of data domains. These include or will soon include databases
on Agri-Environmental Indicators, Greenhouse Gas Emissions, Government expenditure
on agriculture, producer and consumer price indices, and those even on a monthly
basis.

In parallel with the improved corporate information platform, FAO has started
to shift the software for CountrySTAT to an improved and royalty-free system. It has
also expanded the coverage of CountrySTAT in Asia from an initial focus on the
Philippines to Bhutan and Afghanistan. The shift in platforms will facilitate a faster
roll-out of the CountrySTAT system to many more countries in the Asia and Pacific
region as well as to all other regions in the world.
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Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

The 24th Session of the Commission has a comprehensive agenda to address.
In addition to the topics mentioned above, papers will be presented on private and
public investments in agriculture, a new framework for food balance sheets and
supply-utilization accounts, and the collection of agri-environmental statistics in Viet
Nam, to mention just a few.

The underlying documentation has been prepared by the secretariat and by
member countries and has been made available in advance of the meeting for
discussion and decision by the Commission.

I encourage the Commission to exchange views in a constructive and open
manner, and to widely share the wealth of knowledge and experience present in the
region for the benefit of all. We look forward to the Commission’s recommendations
which will assist FAO in orienting its programme of work in food and agricultural
statistics.

Finally, I wish you a successful meeting and a pleasant stay in Da Lat.

Thank you.
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8 – 12 October 2012

His Excellency Mr, Vice-Minister MPI, Viet Nam,

Mr Hong Narit, Director, Department of Planning and Statistics, Ministry of Forestry
and Fisheries, Viet Nam, and Outgoing Chairman of the APCAS Organizing Committee

Mr Nguyen Van Lieu, DDG, GSO, Viet Nam

Mr Nguyen Van Yen, Deputy Chairman, Lam Dong People’s Committee

Mr Josef Schmidhuber, Principal Officer, Statistics Division, FAO

Distinguished Delegates and Dignitaries,

Ladies and Gentlemen:

It is a great pleasure to extend, on behalf of Mr Konuma, FAORAP ADG and
RR, the Director-General of FAO and on my own behalf, a warm welcome to the
Twenty-fourth Session of the Asia and Pacific Commission on Agricultural Statistics
(APCAS).

I am especially grateful to the Government of Viet Nam for its generosity in
hosting this session in the beautiful city of Da Lat and for providing excellent facilities
and an environment conducive to fruitful and productive discussions. I am personally
grateful to you, Your Honourable Vice-Minister, for devoting your valuable time to
inaugurate this 24th Session of APCAS.

I am delighted to note that some 66 delegates from 21 member countries are
attending the meeting. I am particularly happy to note the participation of four
observers from the UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific
(ESCAP), IRRI, SEAFDEC and SIAP. I am thankful for your continued keen interest
in the work of the Commission and in the activities of FAO. Your active involvement
is significant as reliable food and agricultural statistics are more essential than ever
for proper planning and decision-making.
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Ladies and Gentlemen:

Since the establishment of APCAS as a statutory FAO body in 1963 and the
first Session of the Commission in Tokyo, Japan in 1966, 23 meetings have been held
in 14 different countries. APCAS provides a forum for senior statistics officials from
member countries to review recent developments in agricultural statistical systems and
exchange ideas with experts from FAO and other bodies on the state of food and
agricultural statistics in Asia and the Pacific.

This Commission serves to effectively synthesize the opinions and
recommendations of member countries within the region and these are then brought
to the attention of all member countries at the FAO regional and general conferences.
Therefore, APCAS provides a unique opportunity to put forward proposals that may
contribute to the further development of agricultural statistics in the Asia-Pacific region.

Ladies and Gentlemen:

You are well aware that FAO’s main mandate is to combat hunger and monitor
progress in achieving the Millennium Development Goals, especially MDG one, Target
two, aimed at reducing extreme hunger by half by 2015. Despite the rapid
transformation of economies in the region, it still accounts for more than 60 percent
of the world’s undernourished1 population due to its large population and relatively low
per capita incomes when compared with the Latin American and the Near East and
North Africa regions. FAO advance assessments show that 570 million people faced
chronic hunger in Asia and the Pacific in 2006-2008.2

A surge in and volatility of international prices of maize, wheat, soybeans, sugar
and other food staples has hit the food markets once more. You will recall that this
is the third such surge in 4 years and would pose a great risk for negative impact
on the vulnerable groups in the society.  This is not a crisis yet as wheat and rice
stocks are higher than in 2007-2008. However, we must remain vigilant and monitor
the situation.

Ladies and Gentlemen:

We are meeting amidst the historic grandeur that surrounds Da Lat to discuss
and review a range of technical and policy issues to be tabled during this APCAS
Session which are highly relevant for the economic and social well-being of the
Asia-Pacific region.

One of these issues relates to FAO activities since the last APCAS Session,
ranging from publications, meetings and training workshops, to project activities.

A summary report of the country assessments prepared by you will be tabled
and discussed. FAO will also provide you with feedback on the countries’ responses
to the FAO questionnaires, including a roundtable discussion on the validation of
results and assessments.

1 FAO, The state of food insecurity in the world 2011.
2 Ibid.
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An interesting agenda item is the Regional Action Plan of the Global Strategy
to Improve Agricultural and Rural Statistics which is currently under way in the region.
FAO will provide an update on this subject.

Ladies and Gentlemen:

As you may recall, in 2005 FAO launched the World Programme for the
Census of Agriculture 2010 (WCA 2010), FAO’s ninth Census round. Several countries
have undertaken the Census of agriculture while preparations are under way in other
countries. The Session will review the implementation of WCA 2010 in Asia and the
Pacific and indentify some key issues to be addressed in the next WCA Programme
2020.

The Session will also benefit from presentations by relevant government
departments in Viet Nam relating to the census, rice and statistical reporting. Other
important topics will include agri-environmental statistics, investment in agriculture and
use of IT.

Ladies and Gentlemen:

Agricultural statistics have become increasingly important, especially at a time
when policy-makers require timely and reliable information for decision-making.

APCAS has provided strong support for the development of agricultural
statistics in the region throughout its 49 years of existence. The Commission works
not only to monitor progress in the development of agricultural statistics and takes
cognizance of the needs of countries, but also sets directions for further developments
in statistical systems by providing a platform for sharing country initiatives. FAO looks
forward to receiving your directions for our future actions. In turn, I wish to assure
you that we at the FAO Regional Office in Bangkok are always ready to extend
technical assistance to our member countries to the best of our expert capability.

Finally, let me again convey my sincere gratitude to the Government of Viet Nam
for hosting this session of the Commission. I wish to convey again my special
gratitude to the Vice-Minister for his participation at this meeting despite his busy
schedule. I acknowledge the hard work of the secretariat staff from the General
Statistics Office of Viet Nam, in the preparation and organization of this meeting.
I would also like to thank Mr Jay Castano, APCAS Secretary, and my colleagues from
FAO headquarters and the regional office for their technical contributions and
managerial efforts for making this meeting valuable and productive. I would also like
to knowledge the technical contributions from our partners UNESCAP as well as
delegates from Indonesia, Lao PDR, Nepal, Thailand, Viet Nam, Japan, the US
Department of Agriculture (USDA), and the Australian Bureau of Statistics.

I wish you all success in your deliberations and a pleasant stay in the romantic
and beautiful city of Da Lat.

Thank you.
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8 – 12 October 2012

Honorable,

Mr Deputy Minister of MPI

Mr Nguyen Van Lieu – Deputy Director General, General Statistics Office of

Viet Nam

Mr Hiroyuki Konuma – FAO General Director’s Assistant and Regional

Representative for Asia-Pacific.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

First of all, on behalf of Lam Dong People’s Committee, I warmly welcome all
delegates presenting at The 24th Conference of Asia and Pacific Committee on
Agricultural Statistics in Da Lat – lovely and kindly city.

Lam Dong is a province in South Central Highlands with natural area of
9,744 km2 (12 administrative units, 2 cities and 10 districts), population around
1.24 million includes over 40 nationalities, ethnic minority among 22 percent. With
natural advantages, these are Lam Dong’s potential to develop its tourism and
services, long-term industrial crops and hi-tech agriculture.

Located in average height of 1,500 m above sea level, Da Lat – Lam Dong is
rare area in the Southeast Asia with temperate climate in tropic zone cause weather
in Da Lat is so cool whole year. For a long time ago, Da Lat was recognized as
a famous place for tourism and ideal resort. National routes No. 20, No. 27, No. 28
which connect Lam Dong to Ho Chi Minh City, the Southeast, the Highlands and the
South – Central Coast of Viet Nam, making a strong socio-economic relationship with
neighbouring provinces; Lien Khuong Airport which is 30 km far from Da Lat City is
international standard serving for flights to Hanoi Capital, Ho Chi Minh City and
Danang City and international flights in near future.

In the field of tourism and service, there’re 33 sightseeing landscapes such as
Flower Garden, The valley of love, Dreaming Hill, Tuyenlam lake, Prenn waterfalls,
...etc. There’re 737 accommodation establishments, including 197 standard hotels
from 1 to 5 stars, respond among 40 thousands of guest per day.
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Agro-forestry and fisheries are the other advantages of Da Lat – Lam Dong.
There’s 316 thousand hectares of farming land, among 200 thousand hectares of
bazan soil in Baoloc City and Dilinh District appropriated for long-term industrial
crops such as tea, coffee, mulberry, ...serving for agricultural processing industry; over
600 thousand hectares of forest with capacity of 150 thousands m3 of wood.
Production from fishery reaches over 8 thousand tons per year in 3.2 thousands
hectare of pond, lake...specially salmon and sturgeon in Lacduong and Lamha
districts, Da Lat and Baoloc Cities. It is higher and higher than traditional method.

Beside the advantage of long-time industrial crops, the climate creates
favourable condition for vegetable and flower to develop all year around. Vegetable
of Lam Dong is produced by high – tech orientation which would become popular
method of farming in Da Lat City and other districts of Duc Trong, Lac Duong, Don
Duong ...with production of more than 1.4 mil ton/year. Lam Dong’s Flower is various
categories and valuable such as: orchid, Cymbidium, rose, camatiens,
chrysanthemums... making the outputs in 2012 estimated over 1.8 mil branches and
were exported to some countries. For castle breeding, Lam Dong is a local which
have many advantages to develop flock of castle in big scale, especially herd of
5 thousand cows for milk produced 10 thousand tons of fresh milk...

Bringing into play all presents given by nature along with the hard and
creativeness of people living in Da Lat City – Lam Dong, the value of product per
1 ha for farming reaches h99 mil/ha in 2011.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Because of the variation and diversification in agricultural, forestry productions
in general, Lam Dong province in particular and the complexity of agricultural statistics
survey is: classification of land for farming, forest, the combination of plants among
the production subjects in a local and other locals, the method of join cultivation in
a crop and square unit, especially the sense of voluntary of people to provide
information for statistic survey... prevented the accurate figures. I hope that by
application of scientific methods in statistics survey, collection, procession of
information on agriculture will be discussed, exchanged in this conference contributing
to improving the property of enough, accurate, punctual of statistic information on
agriculture to serve the managing, steering works of all levels and sectors.

On behalf of Lam Dong Provincial People Committee’s leaders, may I wish all
delegates, guests a fruitful and successful conference. During the time of participating
this conference, I am very hopeful, all of you will spend little time on visiting the
famous beauty – spots of Da Lat and the City of Flower will make fine impression
on the land, friendly and elegant people.

Finally, once again, may I wish all of you the best of health, happiness and
a successful conference.

Thank you.
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8 – 12 October 2012

Ms Yuriko Shoji, FAO Representative Viet Nam,

Mr Nguyen Van Yen, Vice-Chairman of the Lam Dong People’s Committee

Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen!

Today, on behalf of the government of the Vietnam Socialist Republic of
Viet Nam, I would like to express my great honor and pleasure to deliver this Inaugural
Address of the 24th Session of the Asia and Pacific Commission on Agricultural
Statistics or APCAS, which is held from 8 to 12 October 2012 in Da Lat, Viet Nam.

Firstly, I would like to welcome all delegates and participants from international
organizations and countries in the region, representatives from ministries in Viet Nam
and Lam Dong People’s Committee for attending this Session which is jointly
organized by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and
the Ministry of Planning and Investment (General Statistics Office). I strongly believe
that you will make valuable contributions to the success of the Session. I would like
to express my high appreciation and deep thanks to the FAO for its entrusted support
to choose Viet Nam as a host for, and its close collaboration to organize this Session.

Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen!

There is no doubt that agriculture (broadly) plays a very critical role in
socio-economic development and political-social stabilization in Viet Nam and other
countries in the region. For Viet Nam, a country with nearly 70 percent of rural
population and 50 percent of rural labour working in agriculture, development of
agriculture is a target, motivation and the most effective tool and solution of the
Viet Nam Communist Party and Government in poverty reduction, food security,
improvement of living standards of rural population, environmental protection,
implementation of Millennium Development Goals which were endorsed in the 2000
MDG Summit in which Viet Nam and other 188 countries committed to implement.
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In recent years, the difficulties caused by floods, droughts, sea level rise due
to climate change, frequently occurred diseases and over-exploitation of natural
resources have adversely affected agricultural production, particularly in Asia-Pacific
countries. The goal of adequate provision of food on a global level is thus becoming
increasingly difficult and is a major global challenge in the coming years. National,
regional and international policy makers are facing with many challenges, the most
visible of which is to not only develop agriculture to help millions of people get out
of poverty but also reduce the impact of agriculture to environmental pollution,
warming of the earth, and simultaneously preserve the land and water resources.
These are issues beyond national border.

To address these challenges, in the past years, Viet Nam has been developing
appropriate policies and strategies, taking measures to promote industrialization and
modernization of agriculture and rural areas; strengthening cooperation, mobilizing
resources for investment in research and application of information technology to
promote sustainable, environment – friendly development of agriculture and new
rural areas. Thus, in recent years, Viet Nams agriculture has made encouraging
achievements: agricultural growth is stable at an average rate of 3.3 percent/year
over the past 10 years; rice production increased from 32.1 million tons in 2001 to
42.3 million tons in 2011, which has changed Viet Nam’s position from a rice importer
into the 2nd largest rice exporter in the world – in other words, Viet Nam has become
a food supplier to many countries in the region and the world.

Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen!

Statistical information on agriculture and rural areas is known as a very
important basis for the formulation of policies, plans, programmes and strategies for
development of agriculture and rural areas. However, in Viet Nam as well as many
countries in the region, information on agriculture and rural areas has not met users’
increasing requirements in terms of quantity and quality. There still exists inconsistency
of data, concepts and methods of data collection and calculation, which then leads
to differences in assessing the situation between data producers and users. A number
of new phenomena in agriculture, such as global warming, use of land and water
resources, increased demand for bio-fuel reducing the supply of food crops, etc. have
not been fully collected.

In this context, the 24th APCAS with the participation of FAO leading experts
in agricultural statistics and other countries in the region is very essential and
significant. During 5 working days, the Session will focus on discussing several
important contents such as: current situation of agricultural statistics in the region;
implementation of the Global Strategy on Strengthening Agricultural Statistics;
agricultural census 2010 and vision for the agricultural census 2020; development of
statistical methodology for food security; data collection methods and application of
information technology in the region; accomplishments in economic, social and
environmental statistics associated with the agriculture, etc. The discussion of these
contents will certainly help each country in the region further strengthen and improve
agricultural statistics to better meet data users requirements. The Session also takes
the opportunity to listen to FAO and other countries’ experts sharing experiences,
difficulties, successful lessons, and new and advanced methods.
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Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen!

To fulfill its role as a host country, the Vietnamese Government assigned the
Ministry of Planning and Investment (GSO) to closely collaborate with FAO and the
Lam Dong People’s Committee to successfully organize this Session. I highly
appreciate the effort of FAO and Vietnamese agencies in preparation to make this
important Session taken place as scheduled. Also, I would like to express my
appreciation to the participation of experts and participants from different countries in
the region and international organizations. I firmly believe that the Session will be
successful and achieve the expected goals. The results of the Session will be the
prerequisite and basis for the development of plan and solutions to the implementation
of the Global Strategy on Strengthening Agricultural Statistics in each individual
country as well as Asia-Pacific region. I wish you all pleasant, unforgettable, fond
memories in Da Lat, a city of flowers.

I solemnly declare the opening of the 24th Session of the Asia and Pacific
Commission on Agricultural Statistics.

Thank You for your kind attention!
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8 – 12 October 2012

Dear Mr Jairo Castano, Senior Statistician, Economic, Social and Policy Assistance

Group, FAORAP

Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen!

Good afternoon

We have finally come to the end of the 24th APCAS Session. We have seen
a high level of productivity and cooperation among the participants. Please let me brief
what we have achieved so far in this 24th APCAS Session:

We have listened to the review of FAO’s Activities in Food and Agriculture
Statistics in Asia and the Pacific since the last Session of the Commission.

We have been also updated and discussed on state of food and agricultural
statistics in countries of the region. We have focused on the implementation action
plan of the Global Strategy to Improve Agricultural and Rural Statistics, and then have
endorsed it for next step of approval. We also concentrated on various issues of the
progress of World Program for the Census of Agriculture (WCA) with much valuable
brainstorming for the vision of next WCA. We have discussed and made comments
on a wide range of matters related to agricultural statistics, such as data collection
methods and ICT in the region, and recent advances in economic, social, and
environmental statistics in agriculture sector.

We have had a chance to listen to methodological developments in food
security statistics.

All APCAS 24 member countries fully support FAO to undertake the Cost of
Production Statistics in the near future; and in order to do this, the Commission also
requests FAO to continue to provide technical supports to the APCAS member
countries, especially to developing countries in the region in this matter.

We are very happy and welcome the invitation from Lao PDR to be the host
of the next Session and the Commission.
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Ladies and Gentlemen!

I would like to take this opportunity to propose recommendations to further
development of agriculture statistics in the region as follows: from our discussions,
suggestions and comments, it can be seen that most countries in the region are still
facing, among others, capacity issues in the field of agricultural statistics. Therefore,
the Commission requests continued and further technical supports from FAO through
its effective projects under the form of training, technical assistance in methodologies.

I also would like to request FAO to work closely with Lao PDR and APCAS
member countries to find a host country for the 26th APCAS.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The Session is now coming to the end. I believe that this Session has been
successful and achieved its goals. One of the crucial aspects of the success is the
sharing of information. This is especially important for us to have appropriate actions
to improve agricultural statistics in each country from which to strengthen agricultural
statistics in the region. For 5 days since 8th of October, we have worked and
cooperated closely together in such effective manner. Therefore, on behalf of Dr Do
Thuc, Director General of GSO, allow me to convey our special thanks to Mr Jairo
Castano for his great help. Without his invaluable assistances, I could not fulfill my
duty as the Chair of APCAS 24 Session.

I would also like to thank participants for their very active and productive
discussions and comments on each agenda items of the Session, making their great
contributions to the success of the 24th Session of APCAS.

I would like to acknowledge Ms Carola Fabi and Mr Naman Keita from FAO,
Ms Rikke Munk Hansen from UNESCAP, Mr Robert Hale from USDA for their
excellent performance as the facilitators of various important agenda items. Mr Savanh
Hanephom, Vice Chair of APCAS 24 for his excellent performance as the chair of one
Agenda Item.

On behalf of APCAS 24 member countries, I would like to express our special
thank to the Lao PDR delegate for inviting us to participate in the 25th Session of
APCAS in Lao PDR in 2014.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the APCAS Secretariat, the experts
from FAO in Rome and FAORAP, UNESCAP, SIAP, and other international agencies
for their excellent contributions and insights which went a long way in making this
meeting a success.

My sincere thanks are also expressed to Drafting Committee, including Messrs
Bruce Hockman (Australia), Robert Hale (United States of America), Vidya Dhar
(India), Happy Hardjo (Indonesia), Jairo Castano (APCAS Secretary) and Anthony
Burgard (Rapporteur, FAO) for their hard working to prepare the draft report.

Even they are not here, may I acknowledge Mr Nguyen Van Yen Vice-Chairman
of Lam Dong People’s Committee and his staff for logistic supports for the APCAS
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24 and for offering APCAS 24 participants to have a wonderful welcome dinner with
cultural performance and dance from ethnic groups.

I highly appreciate great efforts of my staff, especially Mr Pham Quang Vinh,
Mr Tran Dang Long, Ms Do Thu Ha, Ms Hoang Thi Thanh Ha, and those I could not
name here, to prepare very detailed items for the Session and undertake them
successfully.

Last but not least, I would like to thank Hoa Binh Event Company for their
skillful logistic arrangements, special thank to Mr Jackie Han, Team leader of Hoa Binh
International Tourism and Trading Company for his great effort to make our stay in
Da Lat and the field trip more memorable and meaningful.

As the host of 24th Session of APCAS, on behalf of GSO, I do apologize for
any inconvenience caused to distinguished participants during your stay in Da Lat.

I wish you a safe and pleasant journey home.

I look forward to seeing you some time in either in Viet Nam or overseas.

See you in the next Session of APCAS in Lao PDR in 2014.

I officially declare to close the 24th Session of APCAS.

Thank you very much!
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Afghanistan Malaysia

Australia Myanmar

Bangladesh Nepal

Bhutan New Zealand

Cambodia Pakistan

China, People’s Rep. of Philippines

Fiji Republic of Korea

France Sri Lanka

India Thailand

Indonesia United Kingdom

Iran, Islamic Rep. of United States of America

Japan Viet Nam

Lao PDR
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