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SECRETARIAT NOTE 

 
 

(a) GLOBAL FOREST RESOURCES ASSESSMENT 
 
1. FAO, in cooperation with its member countries, has monitored the world's forests at 5- to 
10-year intervals since 1946. These global assessments provide valuable information to policy-
makers in countries, to international negotiations, arrangements and organizations related to 
forests, and to the general public. The Global Forest Resources Assessment 2010 (FRA 2010) 
covers all seven thematic elements of sustainable forest management: 

 Extent of forest resources 

 Forest biological diversity 

 Forest health and vitality 

 Productive functions of forest resources 

 Protective functions of forest resources 

 Socio-economic functions of forests 

 Legal, policy and institutional framework 
 
Information was also collected on trends in forest ownership and management. 
 
2. In the Asia-Pacific region, forest resources data – covering the current status and recent 
trends for more than 90 variables and all types of forests – was collated for 23 Asian countries and 
25 Pacific countries and territories, including all of the member countries of the Asia-Pacific 
Forestry Commission.  
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3. Key trends in overall forest area in the Asia-Pacific region are identified by FRA 2010, 
including: 

 Overall (net) forest cover in Asia and the Pacific has increased by approximately 1.4 million 
hectares per annum during the past decade, to 740 million hectares.  

 Significant areas of natural forests continue to be lost in the Asia-Pacific region. The total area 
of primary forests declined by 3.5 million hectares and the total area of other naturally 
regenerated forests declined by 7 million hectares between 2005 and 2010. 

 The area of planted forests increased by 12.5 million hectares between 2005 and 2010 (refer 
to FO:APFC/2010/2). 

 
(b) ASIA-PACIFIC FORESTRY SECTOR OUTLOOK STUDY II: TOWARDS 2020 

 
4. The Asia-Pacific Forestry Sector Outlook Study (APFSOS) is a wide-ranging initiative to 
gather information, examine the evolution of key forestry issues, and review important trends to 
identify the range of outcomes, and implications for forestry, that may arise from actions taken 
today. Its main purpose is to support policy review and reform. 
 
5. The outputs from APFSOS describe how forests in Asia and the Pacific might look in the 
future. It contains a coherent and collective vision of the range of choices and options for action - 
and draws conclusions about the range of outcomes that might flow from these choices. APFSOS 
aims to help countries place their own policy objectives in a regional and global context, to 
facilitate better national policies and planning. APFSOS is designed to help steer the forestry 
sector along a path that is relevant and appropriate to emerging needs. 
 
6. APFSOS entailed a consultative approach involving interested stakeholders: the countries 
of the region, bilateral and multilateral development agencies, international organizations, civil-
society organizations, industry and academic and research institutions. 
 
7. Twenty-eight country papers and seventeen thematic papers were completed as part of the 
outlook process. Findings were synthesized into an overall Asia-Pacific regional report and 
subregional reports covering East Asia, South Asia, Southeast Asia, the Greater Mekong 
subregion, and the Pacific. Policy briefs based on findings from the study form additional outputs 
aimed at broadly disseminating key findings to an extended audience including policy makers and 
those who influence them.  Regional workshops involving policy makers from government 
forestry agencies bring the results of the study directly to those most able to directly influence 
national level forestry policy and sector activities. 
 
8. Amidst the vast amount of information and analysis compiled in the APFSOS process, 
some of the broad trends identified include:  
 
 Deforestation and forest degradation will remain the major problem. Forest clearance and 

degradation for production of food, timber and fuel will continue to be an intractable problem 
in several low-income forest-rich countries. 

 
 Sustainable forest management will remain elusive in practice. Extensive poverty, undefined 

or overlapping property rights, weak governance, and high demand for wood and wood 
products continue to reinforce unsustainable management practices.    

 
 No shortage of industrial wood supplies. A slowing of wood demand in developed economies 

means the overall global supply position will be adequate to meet increasing demand from the 
Asia-Pacific region. However, there will be areas of acute deficit, especially in more densely 
populated countries and where overall biological productivity is very low. More wood will be 
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produced from plantations and trees outside forests, while dependence on natural forests for 
wood supplies will decline.  

 
 Revival of interest in wood energy. Wood has been an important source of energy for rural 

households in the Asia-Pacific region; however increases in income and the access to more 
convenient fuels have led to its replacement with commercial fuels. However, increasing 
prices for fossil fuels are likely to drive increased demand for wood as a source of energy. 
However, this demand is anticipated to be balanced by improvements in efficiency of use, 
especially due to technological innovations.  

 
 Providing ecosystem services will be challenging. In almost all countries the demand for 

ecosystem services will increase considerably, but the nature of demand and capacity to meet 
it will vary markedly. In areas with high population density and low incomes, establishing 
trade-offs between competing objectives will be challenging, especially to ensure 
sustainability and that benefits are distributed equitably. 

 
IN-SESSION SEMINAR 

 
9. An in-session seminar during the Twenty-third Session of the Asia-Pacific Forestry 
Commission will provide insights into the findings of the Global Forest Resources Assessment 
2010 and the 2nd Asia-Pacific Forestry Sector Outlook Study.  The seminar will comprise 
overview presentations of each initiative and several short selected thematic presentations. Time 
will be allocated to deliberate on the findings and outcomes of these initiatives and potential 
follow-up. 

 


