
  FO:APFC/2010/INF.4 
May 2010 

 

E 

 

ASIA-PACIFIC FORESTRY COMMISSION 

TWENTY-THIRD SESSION 

Thimphu, Bhutan 9-11 June 2010 

ASIA-PACIFIC FOREST INVASIVE SPECIES NETWORK 

SECRETARIAT NOTE 

   
BACKGROUND 
 

1. Invasive species are non-native species whose introduction can cause economic or 
environmental harm or harm to human health. Forest invasive species transcend national borders and 
are a global and regional concern, given the threats they pose to national biosecurity in most 
countries.  

2. The Asia-Pacific Forest Invasive Species Network (APFISN) was established under the 
auspices of the Asia-Pacific Forestry Commission (APFC) in 2004, during the 20th session of APFC 
held in Nadi, Fiji. APFISN functions with strategic support from FAO and contributions from APFC 
member countries. The organizational structure of the network includes an Executive Committee, 
National Coordinators (focal points in each country) and an APFISN Coordinator. The Executive 
Committee includes six members of which four are nominated from among the focal points and two 
are ex- officio members.   

 

APFISN – MISSION AND CHALLENGES 
 

3. APFISN focuses on cooperation among the 33 APFC member countries to manage the threats 
posed by forest invasive species. More specifically, the network aims to optimize availability and 
sharing of information on forest invasive species. It seeks to help member countries in rapid detection, 
identification, risk assessment and monitoring of these species. It also supports countries in 
controlling, mitigating and managing the spread and establishment of foreign invasive species in the 
Asia-Pacific region.  

4. To achieve the described goals, APFISN has adopted the following strategic objectives:  

 Work towards raising awareness on forest invasive species throughout the Asia-Pacific 
region;  

 Define and develop organizational structures to support the Network;  

 Strengthen capacities of member countries to deal with forest invasive species;  
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 Develop databases and share information among member countries; and 

 Develop action plans for regional collaboration in combating forest invasive species. 
 

5. Various activities have been initiated in recent years with the aim of meeting these goals and 
achieving strategic objectives. A primary focus of APFISN has been implementation of capacity 
building workshops. To date, APFISN has conducted a total of 12 workshops in collaboration with a 
wide range of partners. The overall objective of these workshops has been to identify the most 
important forest invasive species problems in the different countries and to build capacity required to 
deal with them. Those held since the 22nd Session of APFC in 2008, include: 

 Asia and the Pacific Forest Health Workshop held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia in December 
2008; 

 International Workshop and Training Course on Invasive Species held in Wuhan, China 
during October 2008; 

 Forest Health in a Changing World held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia in December 2008; 

 Invasive Plants in the Tropics: Ecology, Management and Livelihoods held in Bangalore, 
India in January 2009; 

 Plant Invasion and Forest Ecology: Concerns and Solutions held in Chandigarh, India in 
March 2009; and 

 Restoration after Ice-snow Disaster and Forest Health Restoration held in Lijiang, China 
during May 2009. 

 
In 2010, APFISN has held three pre-project workshops on forest invasive species involving the major 
stakeholders of forests in Sri Lanka, Maldives and Kerala, India. The major objective of these 
workshops was to identify the most important forest invasive species problems in the country and 
capacity building requirements to deal with these. 
 
6. Publication of the periodical newsletter “Invasives” and dissemination of fact sheets on major 
invasive species in the region have been important APFISN activities. Brochures, documentary films, 
posters and a web page (www.apfisn.net) have been made available to the public to help awareness 
raising on invasive species.  
 
7. Fifteen member countries have produced status reports on foreign invasive species and these 
are posted on the APFISN website. Staff exchanges, sharing of technical expertise and collaborative 
research are included in future capacity-building plans. 

8. An important future priority for APFISN will be to invigorate and energize the network through 
enhanced engagement of member countries and their focal points. As such the network aims to  
improve internal co-ordination and increase the pace of activity implementation, attaining better 
visibility of forest invasives species issues and increasing accessibility to resources.   

9. Specifically, APFISN intends to: 

 Identify taxonomic expertise in the region and make the expertise available wherever it is 
required;   

 Produce a target pest list for the region;  

 Map current activities related to forest invasive species in the region;  

 Strengthen the database on forest invasive species;  

 Identify capacity building requirements to deal with forest invasive species in member 
countries and organize training programs;   
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 Link the network with other relevant networks and professional bodies (e.g. IPPC, CBD, 
APEC, ASEAN);  

 Encourage member countries to carry out surveillance of forest invasive species and conduct 
pest risk assessments;  

 Provide hands-on training on quarantine methods; and  

 Promote in-country networking. 

 


