
Aluterus scriptus (Osbeck, 1765)

English Name: Scrawled filefish Family: MONACANTHIDAE
Local Name: Fankaa fathirondu Order: Tetraodontiformes
Size: Max. 1 m Specimen: MRS/0496/97

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 2 detached spines and 43-49 rays. First dorsal spineoriginates over
eye. Anal fin with 46-52 rays. Pectoral fin with 13-15 rays. Body elongate and very compressed. Profile of
snout concave. Mouth small and upturned. Caudal peduncle deeper than long. Caudal fin rounded and long
(longer than head), posterior edge often ragged.

Colour: Olive brown to grey with irregular blue spots and short lines and small black spots.

Habitat and Biology: Seen in lagoons or on outer reef slopes to depths of about 20 m. A shy and solitary
species, hut occasionally observed in small groups. Feeds on a wide variety of benthic organisms including
algae, sea grasses, hydrozoans, gorgonians, anemones and tunicates.

Distribution: Circumtropical.

Remarks: .4/uterus scriptus is one of the largest of the filefishes. It is similar to A. monoceros, but
A. monoceros has a convex dorsal head profile and a bulbous ventral head profile. a much smaller caudal

peduncle depth and also a much shorter caudal fin.
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Cantherhines paradilis (Ruppell, 1837)

English Name: Wirenet filefish Family: MONACANTHIDAE
Local Name: Dhaagandu fathirondu Order: Tetraodontiformes
Size: Max. 21 cm Specimen: MRS/0348/89

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 2 detached spines and32-36 rays. Anal finwith 29-32 rays. Pectoral
fin with 12-14 rays. Snout short. Dorsal profile of head slightly concave. First dorsal spine not long. No
spines posteriorly on body, but males with a dense patch of setae on side of caudal peduncle.

Colour: Varying from dark brown or mottled dark brown to light grey with numerous brownish orange

spots. Faint narrow stripes on head. A small white spot just behind rear base of soft dorsal fin.

Habitat and Biology: Usually seen solitary in outer reef, seagrass and seaweed beds to depths of about
20 m. Feeds on benthic organisms.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Cantherhines paradilis is closely related to C. sandwichensis of Hawaii, and C. pu//us of the
Atlantic. A wary fish, like others of the same genus.
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Oxymonacanthus longirostris (Bloch and Schneider, 1801)

English Name: Longnose filefish Family: MONACANTHIDAE
Local Name: Thundhigu fathirondu Order: Tetraodontiformes
Size: Max. 10 cm Specimen: MRS/0497/97

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 2 detached spines and 32-35 rays. Anal fin with 29-32 rays. Pectoral
fin with 11 or 12 rays. Dorsal and ventral profiles concave. Snout slender and protruding.

Colour: Green with numerous dark edged orange spots. A black blotch on caudal fin.

Habitat and Biology: Occurs on protected areas of reef edge and slope to depths of 30 m. Often seen in
pairs and sometimes in small groups amongst branched or tabular colonies. Feeds on coral polyps.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Oxymonacanthus longirostris can easily be distinguished from other Maldivian filefishes by its
extremely long snout. It is closely related to 0. ha/li, a Red Sea endemic. However, 0. hal/i differs slightly
in colour and has a lower fin ray counts. A popular aquarium fish.

363



Pervagorjanthinosoma (Bleeker, 1854)

English Name: Redtail filefish Family: MONACANTHIDAE
Local Name: Dhon kothari fathirondu Order: Tetraodontiformes
Size: Max. 16 cm Specimen: MRS/0282/88

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 2 detached spines and 29-34 rays. Anal fin with 26-30 rays. Pectoral
fin with 11-13 (usually 12) rays. Snout short. Dorsal profile concave. First dorsal spine origin over centre or
front half of eye. A row of large laterallydirected barbs along each lateral edge. Shallow groove for receiving
first dorsal spine. Caudal peduncle short and broad.

Colour: Orange-brown with irregular fine longitudinal dark brown lines on body. A dark blotch over gill
opening. Caudal fin orange with small yellow spots, the outer border with blue and yellow lines.

Habitat and Biology: Usually seen in shallow coral reefs to 20 m depth. A secretive species.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Pervagorjanthinosoma is closely related to P. a/ternans and P. aspricaudus. P. alternans differs
by having a bright yellow ring around eye. P. aspricaudus has numerous tiny black spots rather than narrow
black lines on the sides.
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Pseudalutarius nasicornis (Temminck and Schiegel, 1850)

English Name: Rhino filefish Family: MONACANTHIDAE
Local Name: Hima fathirondu Order: Tetraodontiformes
Size: Common to 12 cm; max. 18 cm Specimen: MRS/0370/9l

Distinctive Characters: Dorsal fin with 2 detached spines and 43-50 rays. Anal fin with 41-46 rays. Pectoral
fin with 11 rays. First dorsal spine very slender, origin anterior to eye. Pelvic fin rudiments absent. Body
slender in juveniles, deep in adults.

Colour: Ground colour palebrown to grey, two brown stripes on body. Adults with closely set yellow spots
on head and body, soft dorsal and anal pale yellow, caudal dark brown.

Habitat and Biology: In Maldives, known so far only from depths greater than 40 m, inside North

Male Atoll.

Distribution: Indo-Pacific.

Remarks: Pseudalutarius nasicornis appears to be relatively rare in Maldives, but that may be partly because
of its cryptic colouration and behaviour and its relatively deep-dwelling habits.
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