
















People, forests and trees in West and Central Asia112

TABLE 6.1 
Priorities and strategies

Overall priorities Scenario-specific priorities and strategies
 and strategies  

Struggling to achieve Unbalanced Balanced 
development development development

Emphasis on the 
provision of 
environmental 
services

Integrated approach 
to land management

Policy and institutional 
adaptation

Strengthen subregional, 
regional and 
international 
collaboration

Build up from the base:

• Meeting people’s basic  
needs sustainably

• Building up local 
institutional capacity 

• Improving and 
adapting local-level 
technologies and 
upgrading skills 

• Focusing on less 
resource-demanding 
investment options

Keep moving forward:

• Maintain vibrancy of 
institutions and their 
adaptability

• Invest in 
strengthening human 
skills to improve 
efficiency and 
competitiveness

• Focus on unique and 
high-value products 
and services

Improve fundamentals 
and change direction:

• Support and 
strengthen pluralistic 
institutional 
arrangements

• Improve the role 
of public-sector 
agencies as facilitator 
to support the 
development of 
other institutions

• Upgrade technologies 
and skills

National policies and institutions will have to be adapted to regional and 
international agreements. At the same time, institutions will have to respond to the 
conflicting demands of domestic stakeholders. Balancing the divergent demands 
will require highly adaptable organizations that are able to learn quickly from 
their environment.

Investing in human skills. The success of institutions operating in a globalized 
environment will largely depend on enhancing human skills. This will require 
both deepening and broadening the knowledge base. With an increasing emphasis 
on an ecosystem approach to management, the skill set of land managers, including 
foresters, will have to be improved significantly. Social science skills will also need 
to be improved. 

Focusing on unique and high-value products and services. As countries are 
exposed to increasing competition, they will need to focus on providing unique 
products and services, integrating local skills and improving technologies. 
Countries will be able to enhance income through adding value to local products. 
Focusing on unique products catering to high-value niche markets (for example 
some non-wood forest products, including medicinal plants) will be advantageous, 
especially to enhance rural employment and income.

SUMMARY OF PRIORITIES AND STRATEGIES
Enhancing the contribution of the forest sector through increased provision of 
goods and services requires substantial interventions at the policy and institutional 
level. It is important, however, to take into account the overall economic and 
institutional scenarios in designing the interventions. Table 6.1 provides an 
overview of the priorities and strategies that are relevant to the region and to the 
three scenarios.
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West and Central Asia is likely to witness important political, economic, social 
and environmental changes in the next 15 years, especially as countries become 
more integrated into the world economy and new opportunities and challenges 
emerge. Certainly, environmental issues will be at the forefront of policies relating 
to natural resource management. At the same time, several countries will have to 
continue grappling with poverty and making the best use of natural resources to 
address development needs. The priorities and strategies outlined under different 
scenarios are indicative and they need to be elaborated in the context of the specific 
economic and institutional conditions at the national and subnational levels. This 
is a task that needs to be pursued at the country level.

Priorities and strategies


