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FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS
FI SHI NG AREAS 57 ,71

(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

SYNODONTI DAE

Li zardfi shes

Body el ongate, usually cylindrical and with adi pose fin. Head usually lizard-like. Muth |arge
and termnal, with rows of nunerous small, slender and pointed teeth visible even when mouth is cl osed;
teeth also on palate and tongue, those on palate in 1 or 2 bands.

Col our: green/brown on back, lighter on flanks, with dark bl otches or bars down flanks or on
fins in certain species.

adi pose fin

/

vi ewed from above

SI M LAR FAM LI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:

Al other families: |lack the conbination of an adi pose fin, a robust body, and a lizard-1ike
head with a | arge nmouth havi ng nunmerous pointed teeth visible even when nouth is closed.
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Li st of Species occurring in the Area
(Code nunbers are given for those species
for which Identification Sheets are included)
Sauri da argentea Synodus houl ti
Sauri da el ongata SYNOD Sauri 5 Synodus i ndi cus
Saurida fil ament osa Synodus j aponi cus
Saurida gracilis Synodus sageneus
Sauri da i sarankurai Synodus simlis
Saurida | ongi manus Synodus vari egat us
Saurida mcropectoralis SYNOD Sauri 4
Saurida tunbil SYNCD Sauri 2
Sauri da undosquani s SYNOD Sauri 1
Sauri da wani eso SYNOD Sauri 3 Trachi nocephal us nyops
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SYNOD Sauri 1

1974

FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FAM LY:  SYNODONTI DAE FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71
(E I'nd. Ccean)

(WCent. Pacific)

Sauri da undosquam s (Richardson, 1848)

SYNONYMs5 STILL I N USE: None

VERNACULAR NAMES:

FAC En - Brushtooth lizardfish
Fr -
Sp -

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

Body el ongate, cylindrical, with lizard-1ike head and adi pose fin.
2 rows of teeth on anterior part of outer palatine tooth bands. Pectoral
fins noderately long, reaching to |level of pelvic fin base; pelvic fin
rays al nost equal in |ength.

Col our: back and upper sides brown, |ower sides and belly white;
4 to 7 dark dots on upper edge of caudal fin; a series of fairly dis-
tinct dark blotches along lateral line (less distinct in specinmens from
col der waters); stomach bl ack; liver striped black and white.

outer pal atine tooth bands
S. undosquam s

DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS OF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:

Saurida mcropectoralis: dark dots sonetines present \
on upper edge of caudal fin (though rather indistinct), _
but pectoral fins short (not reaching to | evel of pelvic
fin base) and 3 or nore rows of teeth on anterior part of
outer palatines; also, belly white.

Ot her Saurida species: |ack black dots on upper edge
of caudal fin.

S. micropectoralis S. undosquam s



Synodus and Trachi nocephal us species:

(3 times longer; equal in Saurida).

Sl ZE:

Maxi mum
conmmmon:

about 40 cm
25 to 30 cm

CGEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI OUR:

Thr oughout northern part of area and
sout hward to Queensland (Australia); also,
westward to East Africa.

Li ves over nuddy bottons of the
continental shelf, down to about 60 m

Feeds on bottomliving invertebrates
and fishes.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

Shal | ow, nmuddy bottons of the
continental shelf.

i nner

rays of pelvic fins nmuch | onger than outer ones

d

1507 -5 poore;

55°8

CATCHES, MAIN FI SHI NG GEAR AND PRI NCI PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI ON:

The total

Caught with bottomtraw s.

reported catch for lizardfishes in 1972 was 20 000 tons (Ml aysia only).

Mar ket ed sonetinmes fresh; made mainly into fish cakes and fish balls.



SYNOD Sauri 2

1974

FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FAM LY: SYNCDONTI DAE FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71
(E I'nd. Qcean)
(WCent. Pacific)

Saurida tunmbil (Bloch, 1795)

SYNONYMs STILL IN USE: None

VERNACULAR NAMES:

FAG En - Geater lizardfish
Fr -
Sp -

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

Body el ongate, cylindrical, with lizard-Ilike head and
adi pose fin. 3 or nore rows of teeth on anterior part of
outer pal atine tooth bands. Pectoral fins just reaching
to level of pelvic fin base; pelvic fin rays al npst
equal in |ength.

Col our: back and upper sides brown, |ower sides
and belly white; sonetines traces of faint darker
cross-bars on back; inner side of pelvic fins dusky
bl ack, except for their margins; stomach white. S. micropectoralis S. tunbil

S. elongata

DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS OF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:

Saurida mcropectoralis and S. elongata: short pectoral
fins, their tips not reaching to level of pelvic fin base.

Sauri da undosquami s: a series of distinct dark spots on //ﬁ
upper edge of caudal fin and a series of dark bl otches o=
along lateral line; also, stomach bl ack. R

S. undosquam s



Saurida wanieso and S. filanentosa: only 2 rows of
teeth on anterior part of outer palatine tooth bands (3
or more rows in S. mcropectoralis); adults of these
species (S. wanieso from30 cmupward, S. filanentosa
from 20 cmupward) usually have 2nd dorsal fin ray
(sonetines also 3rd and 4th) greatly el ongated.

Saurida gracilis: dark cross-bars or a series of

dark patches on all fins. outer pal atine tooth bands

S. wani eso

Saurida |ongi manus: very |l on ectoral fins (reachin i i
g y gp ( g S. micropectoralis S. filamentosa

far beyond |l evel of first dorsal fin ray).

.

Saurida isarankurai: |lower jaw clearly projecting \\
beyond tip of snout; also, |ower caudal fin |obe snaller
than upper.

Synodus and Trachi nocephal us species: inner pelvic fin
rays nmuch | onger than outer ones (3 tinmes |longer; equal in
Sauri da).
head vi ewed from above

S. isarankurai
S| ZE:

Maxi mum 45 cm  common: 20 to 30

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI QUR:

Thr oughout northern part of area and
southward to New South Wales (Australia);
al so, westward to East Africa.

Li ves over nuddy bottons of the
continental shelf, down to about 100 m

Feeds on bottomliving invertebrates
(particularly worns) and fishes.
PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

Shal | ow nuddy bottons of the continental
shel f.

CATCHES, MAI N FI SHI NG GEAR AND PRI NCI PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI ON:

The total reported catch for |izardfishes in 1972 was 20 000 tons (Mal aysia only).

Caught mainly with bottomtraw s.

Mar ket ed occasionally fresh; made mainly into fish cakes and fish balls.



SYNOD Sauri 3

1974
FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS
FAM LY: SYNODONTI DAE FI SH NG AREAS 57, 71

(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

Sauri da wani eso Shindo & Yamada, 1972

SYNONYMS STILL I N USE: Saurida tunbil: m sidentification
? Saurida filanentosa Qgilby, 1910

VERNACULAR NAMES:
5 cm
FAC En - Wanieso |izardfish

Fr -

Sp -

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

A | arge species, body elongate, cylindrical, with lizard-l1ike head and adi pose fin. 2 rows of
teeth on anterior part of outer palatine tooth bands. 2nd dorsal fin ray (sonetines also 3rd and 4th)
distinctly elongate in adult specinens (from 30 cmupward); pectoral fins noderately long, their
tips reaching to level of pelvic fin origin; pelvic fin rays alnost equal in |ength.

Col our: back and upper sides brown, |ower sides and belly white; 9 to 10 dark bl otches al ong

lateral line, somewhat faint in adults, and traces of 3 to 4 cross-bars on back and sides; inner
face of pectoral fin dusky; stomach white.

DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS OF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:

Saurida filamentosa: adults sonmetines with el ongate
dorsal fin rays, but upper half of pectoral fin violet
(inner face of pectoral fin dusky in S. wanieso).

Adul ts of other Saurida species: no el ongate dorsal
fin rays. They can be further distinguished as follows: ]

Saurida tunmbil: 3 rows of teeth on anterior part of ’ outer pal atine tooth bands

outer pal atine tooth bands. . )
S. tunbil S. wani eso



Saurida micropectoralis: pectoral fins short,
not reaching to level of pelvic fin base.

Sauri da undosquanmi s: a series of distinct dark } —

spots present on upper margin of caudal fin. Q \/

Saurida gracilis: cross-bars or a series of e
dark patches present on all fins. T /
Saurida | ongi manus: pectoral fins very |long S. micropectoralis

(reaching far bayond |evel of first dorsal fin ray). | ength of pect oral
Saurida isarankurai: lower jaw clearly pro- -
jecting beyond tip of snout; also, |ower |obe of \j"—’“
caudal fin smaller than upper. \[/
Synodus and Trachi nocephal us species: inner
pelvic fin rays much | onger than outer ones (3

tines longer; equal in Saurida). /\
i sar ankur ai S. undosquani s =
o 7E: head vi ewed from above caudal fin

Maxi mum 65 cmp common: 35 to 45 cm

s AREA

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON' AND BEHAVI OUR:

Sout h China Sea and East Chi na Sea.

Li ves over nuddy bottons of the
continental shelf, down to about 100 m

175°v-

Feeds on bottomliving invertebrates
and fishes.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

d.

et o 1500 o pres

Muddy grounds of the continental @
shel .

5508

CATCHES, MAI N FI SHI NG GEAR AND PRI NCI PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI ON:
Separate statistics are not reported for this species.
Caught mainly with bottomtraw s.

Mar ket ed sonetinmes fresh; mainly made into fish cakes and fish balls.



SYNOD Sauri 4

1974

FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FAM LY:  SYNODONTI DAE FI SHI NG AREAS 57,71
(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

Saurida mcropectoralis Shindo & Yamada, 1972

SYNONYMS STILL I N USE: Saurida elongata: misidentification

i)
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VERNACULAR NAMES:

FAC En - Shortfin lizardfish
Fr -
Sp -

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

Body el ongate, cylindrical, with lizard-like head and adi pose fin.
3 or nmore rows of teeth on anterior part of outer palatine tooth band.
Pectoral fins short, their tips not reaching to level of pelvic fin
origin; pelvic fin rays alnost equal in |ength.

Col our: back and upper sides brown, |ower sides and belly white;
9 to 10 faint darker blotches along lateral line and sonetinmes traces g AR
of very indistinct cross-bars on back; occasi (_)nal ly, faint b_I ack dots outer palatine tooth bands
al so al ong upper edge of pectoral and caudal fins; upper portion of
inner face of pectoral fins dark; stomach white.

roof of nouth

DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS OF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:

Saurida elongata: inner face of pectoral fins uniformy
dark and no dark bl otches on body.

Ot her Saurida species in area: pectoral fins |onger
(reaching to or beyond |l evel of pelvic fin base).

Synodus and Trachi nocephal us species: inner pelvic

fin rays much |l onger than outer ones (3 tinmes |onger;
equal in Saurida). S. mcropectoralis S. undosquam s



SI ZE:

Maxi mum 38 cm common: 20 to 30 cm

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI OUR:
Andaman Sea and South China Sea,

including the Philippine Islands, but

not recorded from New Gui nea and Australi a.

Li ves over nuddy bottons of the
continental shelf down to about 60 m

Feeds on bottomliving invertebrates
and fishes.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

Shal | ow, muddy grounds of the
continental shelf.

CATCHES, NMAIN FI SHI NG GEAR AND PRI NCI PAL FORVMS OF UTI LI ZATI ON:

The total reported catch for lizardfishes in 1972 was 20 000 tons (Mal aysia only).

Caught with bottomtraw s.

Mar ket ed occasionally fresh; mainly made into fish cakes and fish balls.



SYNOD Sauri 5

1974

FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FAM LY: SYNODONTI DAE FI SHI NG AREAS 57,71
(E Ind. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

Saurida el ongata (Tenm nck & Schlegel, 1846)

SYNONYMS STILL IN USE: None

’l //
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VERNACULAR NAMES:

FAQ En - Slender |izardfish
Fr -
Sp -

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

Body el ongate, cylindrical, with lizard-like head and adi pose fin.
3 or nore rows of teeth on anterior part of outer palatine tooth bands.
Pectoral fins short, not reaching to |level of pelvic fin base; pelvic
fin rays al nost equal in |ength.

Col our: back and upper sides brown, |ower sides and belly white;
no bl otches or cross-bars on back and sides; inner face of pectoral

fins uniformy dark; stomach white. outer palatine tooth bands

roof of nouth

DI STI NGUI SHI NG CHARACTERS OF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:

.

Synodus and Trachi nocephal us species: inner pelvic T N o—
fin rays much | onger than outer ones (3 tines |onger; T

equal in Saurida). S. elongata S. undosquam s

Saurida mcropectoralis: 9 to 10 faint bl otches al ong \
lateral line and only upper part of inner face of pectoral
fin dark. \\
,,,,,,, — 7 S S
QG her Saurida species in area: pectoral fins |onger - -
(reaching to or beyond | evel of pelvic fin base). ) (\'7 \



S| ZE:

Maxi mum about 45 cm
conmon: 25 to 38 cm

GEOCGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI OUR:

Nort hern part of South China Sea;
al so, northward to Japan.

Li ves over nuddy bottonms in coastal
wat ers.

Feeds on small bottomliving
invertebrates and fishes.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

Muddy bottons in coastal waters.

55°S

CATCHES, MAI N FI SHI NG GEAR AND PRI NCI PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI ON:
The total reported catch for lizardfishes in 1972 was 20 000 tons (Ml aysia only).
Caught mainly with bottomtraw s.

Mar ket ed sometimes fresh; made into fish cakes and fish balls.



SYNOD Trach 1

1974

FAO SPECI ES | DENTI FI CATI ON SHEETS

FAM LY: SYNCDONTI DAE FI SHI NG AREAS 57, 71

(E I'nd. Ccean)
(WCent. Pacific)

Trachi nocephal us nyops (Bloch & Schneider, 1801)

SYNONYMS STILL IN USE: Trachi nocephal us |inbatus (Eydoux & Soul eyet, 1841)

<>@<m@exw@4>@%gg%»w&ww
g

VERNACULAR NAMES:
FAQ En - Bluntnose |izardfish
Fr -
Sp -

NATI ONAL:

DI STI NCTI VE CHARACTERS:

Body el ongate, slightly conpressed, with adipose fin; head not strongly depressed, but nore or
less lizard-like, with eyes placed near to tip of snout (snout shorter than eye dianeter); nouth
large, with snmall, close-set teeth; palatine teeth in a single band on each side. Inner pectoral
fin rays about 3 tines |longer than outer ones; anal fin base distinctly |longer than dorsal fin base.

Col our: head and back green/brown, upper flanks with blue/green and yellow | ongitudinal bands;
| ower flanks and belly white; fins pale yellow.

DI STI NGUI SH NG CHARACTERS OF SI M LAR SPECI ES OCCURRI NG | N THE AREA:

Synodus speci es: snout | onger equal to
or larger than eye dianeter), head depressed and \W—//
the anal fin base equal to or shorter than dorsal 7 @ »
fin base. " -

Saurida species: inner and outer pelvic fin
rays al nost equal in |ength. Synodus

Saurida  Trachi nocephal us
shape of pelvic fin



SI ZE:

Maxi mum about 40 cm
conmon: 20 to 30 cm

GEOGRAPHI CAL DI STRI BUTI ON AND BEHAVI OUR:

Thr oughout northern part of area and
southward to New South Wales (Australia);
al so, westward to East Africa.

Li ves over nuddy bottons of bays and
coastal waters.

Feeds on small bottomliving
invertebrates and fishes.

PRESENT FI SHI NG GROUNDS:

Shal | ow nmuddy grounds of the continental

shel f.

CATCHES, MAIN FI SHI NG GEAR AND PRI NCI PAL FORMS OF UTI LI ZATI ON:

The total reported catch for lizardfishes in 1972 was 20 000 tons (Mal aysia only).

Caught mainly with bottomtraw s.

Made nostly into fish cakes and fish balls.

click for next page
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