




Rapid deployment

Two types of rapid deployment team 

spearhead the work of the CMC – rapid 

assessment teams and rapid response 

teams.

Both are staffed by top professional 

international specialists whose job it is 

to assess the situation on the ground 

and deliver rapid solutions that help 

bring an immediate halt to the events that 

led to the crisis.

These specialists come from a wide range of 

technical and scientific disciplines depending 

on the nature of the crisis in question and 

are supported by experts from many other 

sectors including economists, social scientists, 

information systems and data analysts, and 

communication professionals.

CMC staff

Equipped with the latest information gathering 

and monitoring technology, the Centre is run by 

a manager backed by a high-level team covering 

the centre’s core activities: surveillance, warning 

and response, emergency operations, finance 

and administration.

Rapid deployment teams provide fast and 

effective specialized technical support whenever 

and wherever there is an outbreak of or slightest 

risk of infection from a transboundary disease, 

or there is a serious threat to food safety. The 

teams are staffed on an ad hoc basis, with 

members drawn from rosters of professional 

technical officers with widespread international 

experience, many of them based in FAO’s 

partners throughout the world.






