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Outline

• The Global Forum on Agricultural Research (GFAR)
• The Global Conference on Agricultural Research for 

Development (GCARD – 2010)Development (GCARD – 2010)
• Global Crises, Emerging Challenges and Agricultural  

Research for Development (ARD)
• Key Issues for ARD: Investment, Collaboration and 

Partnerships, Accountability and Ethics 
• A New Architecture of Agricultural Research and 

Innovation
• Our hopes and actions 



Premise

Complexity of problems facing the Agricultural 

GFAR: The Concept

Complexity of problems facing the Agricultural 
Sector requires collaboration and partnerships 
among several stakeholders to provide technical, 
socio-economic and policy solutions to these 
problems 



The Global Forum on Agricultural 
Research (GFAR)

GFAR is a multi-
stakeholder 
platform for platform for 
dialogue on critical 
issues related to 
ARD and promote 
collaborative action 
through 
partnerships



GFAR – The Stakeholders



• Include all stakeholders 
involved in ARD

• Stakeholders work together 

GFAR – THE VISION

• Stakeholders work together 
as equal partners

• Stakeholders form strategic 
alliances

• Harmonize different 
knowledge systems

• Promote development of new 
knowledge and capacity
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Mobilize, through 
partnerships, the scientific 
community and all 
stakeholders in their efforts to stakeholders in their efforts to 
contribute to:

- Poverty alleviation
- Food security
- Sustainable natural           
resources management
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GFAR – Who are the Regional Fora
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National 
Agricultural

The Global and Regional Forums

Sub-regional Fora

Regional Fora

Global Forum

National 
Agricultural
Research 

and 
Innovation 

communities 



Core values of the Global Forum 

• Central role of knowledge, 
science and technology in 
agriculture for its 
developmentdevelopment

• Agricultural research and 
innovation must contribute to 
economic and social 
development by alleviating 
poverty, improving food 
security and sustainable use 
of natural resources



Core values of the Global Forum 

Particular focus is the 
resource poor, smallholder resource poor, smallholder 
producer of crop, livestock, 
fish and agro-forestry 
products in economically 
developing countries



Global Forum Principles

• Subsidiarity
• Complementarity
• Additionality• Additionality
• Partnership
• Involvement of all 

stakeholders



GFAR – Transforming ARD

In 2006, GFAR 
called for 
reorienting reorienting 
agricultural 
research for 
development



The G8 and G20 at L’Aquila Conference in 2008 
supported fundamental reform processes  of the glob al 
agricultural research system through the Global For um 

on Agricultural Research (GFAR)

LÁQUILA STATEMENT LÁQUILA STATEMENT 



The Global Conference on Agricultural 
Research for Development

•• GCARD, being organized by GCARD, being organized by 
GFAR with CGIAR Consortium GFAR with CGIAR Consortium 
and ARD Stakeholders is and ARD Stakeholders is a rolling a rolling 
series of Global Conferences on series of Global Conferences on series of Global Conferences on series of Global Conferences on 
Agricultural Research for Agricultural Research for 
Development (GCARDs) every Development (GCARDs) every 
two years, starting in 2010 in a 6 two years, starting in 2010 in a 6 
year cycle. year cycle. 

•• GCARD 2010 will provide GCARD 2010 will provide a a 
roadmaproadmap for transforming for transforming 
agricultural research globally in agricultural research globally in 
order to make maximum impact order to make maximum impact 
on development, especially for on development, especially for 
the poor. the poor. 



The Global Conference on Agricultural 
Research for Development

•• The Global Forum on Agricultural The Global Forum on Agricultural 
Research (GFAR) will ensure that the Research (GFAR) will ensure that the 
Roadmap Roadmap guides the transformation of  guides the transformation of  
ARD at global and regional levels by ARD at global and regional levels by 
addressing: addressing: 
–– governments governments –– governments governments 
–– national policy makers national policy makers 
–– senior managers of agricultural senior managers of agricultural 

research systems and Institutions research systems and Institutions 
–– leaders of farmer organizations and leaders of farmer organizations and 

cooperatives, Noncooperatives, Non--Government Government 
Organizations, Civil Society Organizations, Civil Society 
OrganizationsOrganizations

–– Universities Universities 
–– Private Sector Enterprises in AgriPrivate Sector Enterprises in Agri--

business and farming and investors business and farming and investors 
–– donors and philanthropic donors and philanthropic 

organizationsorganizations



What are expected GCARD outcomes?What are expected GCARD outcomes?

The Conference is The Conference is 
expected to usher in expected to usher in 
change that will change that will change that will change that will 
transform transform 
agricultural research agricultural research 
and innovation and and innovation and 
improve resources improve resources 
for researchfor research . . 



Global Crises

• Food Price and 
AccessibilityAccessibility

• Fertilizer
• Fuel
• Finance



Emerging Challenges

• Climate change, 
• Water shortage and 

Desertification 
• Pandemic diseases 
• Environmental 

degradation
• Loss of Biodiversity







Agriculture: A Knowledge Industry? 

Agriculture is 
becoming more becoming more 
knowledge 
intensive



Application of 
science and 
technology for 

Applying Science for Solutions

technology for 
progress and 
development offers 
solutions



Conventional 
constructs of science 
and technology 
generation such as 

New Architecture of Science and Technology in ARD

generation such as 
disciplines and major 
actors such as 
developed and 
developing countries 
are now becoming 
diffused and are 
transforming



New sciences and 
technologies 
generated through 

New Architecture of Science and Technology in ARD

generated through 
biotechnology, 
nanotechnology, 
ICT, materials 
science and space 
science diffuse 
these boundaries 
further



The need for local and 
indigenous knowledge 
is as important as 
scientifically acquired 

New Architecture of Science and Technology in ARD

scientifically acquired 
information and 
knowledge to solve 
current crises and 
overcome emerging 
challenges 



We need to address the 
issue of knowledge 
availability, access, 
application and 
appropriation, with 

New Architecture of Science and Technology in ARD

appropriation, with 
equity, by communities 
especially those of the 
resource poor 
smallholder farmers 
and producers across 
the world 



Possible Pathways

The pathways for  
this include:
Increased and Increased and 
improved, properly 
targeted investment, 
both financial and in 
human capacities



Leveraging this 
investment through 

Possible Pathways

investment through 
effective 
collaborations and 
partnerships



Possible Pathways

Bringing 
accountability of 
ARD to all ARD to all 
stakeholders 
especially the poor
through 
inclusiveness



Possible Pathways

Towards using 
application of science 
and technology with and technology with 
ethics

We need to rebuild the 
society’s trust in 
application of science 
and technology to solve 
challenges



The Global Agricultural Research and Innovation
Continuum: A New Architecture

The CGIAR
Consortium

National Systems

Advanced Research
Institutes



This high level dialogue 
gives opportunities to 
discuss not only what discuss not only what 
needs to be done to 
transform ARD but how 
to do it 



The time to act is NOW!  

There is an urgent need for all  ARD There is an urgent need for all  ARD 
constituents to put their minds and hands 
together  towards building a  better 
future for our planet.  





Thank You


