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Inaccurate View of Inaccurate View of 
Science and Society Science and Society 



Waiting for the Consumers Waiting for the Consumers 
of Scienceof Science





Three Blindfolded People Three Blindfolded People 
and an Elephantand an Elephant



All knowledge is 
SITUATED  and SITUATED  and 
PARTIAL.



3  Kinds of Science3  Kinds of Science

� Conventional Science

� Civil Science� Civil Science

� Interdependent Science



Soil Scientist, Christina Wong,  Soil Scientist, Christina Wong,  

Taking Samples in a Soil Pit  Taking Samples in a Soil Pit  
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Conventional ScienceConventional Science

� 1) set of knowledge-
producing practices 

� 2) intended to provide better 
accounts of the world . 

� 3) using prescribed 
experimental and 
observational techniques



Waiting for the Consumers Waiting for the Consumers 
of Scienceof Science



Observing the Soil with a Observing the Soil with a JembeJembe



Civil Science is:Civil Science is:

� 1) a set of knowledge-
producing practices 

� 2) intended to provide better 
accounts of the world.

� 3) experimental and 
observational techniques 
developed locally. 



Interdependent Science is:Interdependent Science is:

� Science done 
collaboratively by collaboratively by 

� civil scientists & 
conventional scientists 



Interdependent Science Interdependent Science 
Assumes:Assumes:

� ALL people create 
knowledge knowledge 

� Knowledge is 
produced through a 
variety of methods 



Civil ScientistsCivil Scientists::
Sabrina Perez, Sofia Perez, Cruz Hernandez, Esmerelda Corea, Jorge Gonzales 
Yorito, Honduras
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Civil ScientistsCivil Scientists::
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Thank You!


