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Brief Description of AfricaBrief Description of Africa

• 54 countries

• 30.3m sq km (>USA + Western 
Europe + China+ Argentina) 
(20.4% global land area)
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• Diverse farming systems 
and agro-ecologies

• Agriculture is mainly rain-fed, 
with limited use of inputs

• Home to 15% of world’s 
remaining forests



Africa: PopulationAfrica: Population

Africa’s population reached 1 billion in 
November 2009 

� Rural (70%)
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� Dependant on 
Agriculture (�  30% of 
GDP; 80% population)

� Young (44% under 15  years old in 2006)



TrendsTrends

1. Population growth: (2.5%)--highest rate in the world

2. Expansion of cultivated land to meet increasing 
demand for food � resource degradation

3. Climate change: higher frequency of weather 
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3. Climate change: higher frequency of weather 
extremes 

4. Sustained economic growth 6.5% from 2000 to 2007, 
but marginal impact on poverty reduction

5. Improved governance & commitment to take 
ownership of development agenda



Despite abundance of human and natural 
resources …

• Africa has transformed from self sufficiency in food 
50 years ago to food deficit (US$16.5 Billion in 2007)

Africa: food securityAfrica: food security
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50 years ago to food deficit (US$16.5 Billion in 2007)

• 29% of population in Sub Saharan Africa is 
undernourished.  Number increased from 169m in 
1990 to 265 m in 2009. 



Africa’s ResponseAfrica’s Response

The Comprehensive Africa Agricultural 

Development Programme (CAADP) is 

Africa's response to the poor 
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Africa's response to the poor 

performance of its agricultural sector

www.caadp.net



Driving motive of CAADPDriving motive of CAADP

• Eliminate hunger and malnutrition

• Reduce Africa’s dependence on food imports

�����������	�
���
��������������
�����
�������������	�
���
��������������
�����
��



�����������	�
���
��������������
�����
��������������	�
���
��������������
�����
���
������������

A Forum of all actors 
involved in Africa’s ARD

• Researchers, Education, 
Extension, Farmers, NGOs, 
Agri-business, Policy makers 

NASRO

ASARECA

SROs are the Building 
Blocks of FARA
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Agri-business, Policy makers 
& Donors.

CORAF/WECARD

SADC-FANR

1997: Decision to create FARA

2002: Secretariat Established

2004: North Africa joins Forum 



FARA: highlights of achievementsFARA: highlights of achievements

• CAADP Pillar IV: (Formulation, Lead institution & 
technical arm of Africa Union Commission)

• Advocacy: (Maputo Declaration 2003; FAAP 
2006; Sirte Declaration 2009) 
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2006; Sirte Declaration 2009) 

• Enhanced involvement of CSOs (NGOs, 
Farmers, Private Sector)  in agric. research

• Regional Programmes: RAILS, DONATA, SABIMA, 
SCARDA, UniBRAIN, SSA CP, PAEPARD



GCARD Process in Africa: GCARD Process in Africa: 

1. Regional Review  (review North Africa 
performed in collaboration with AARINENA)

2. E- consultation (500 participants from 65 
countries, hosted & moderated by FARA)
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countries, hosted & moderated by FARA)

3. Face-to-Face Meeting (at FARA secretariat)
– (57 participants : 45% researchers & 55% (farmers, NGO, 

private sector, donors, etc)

– all sectors (crops, livestock, forestry, fisheries)



Regional Review:Regional Review:
Gaps in Africa’s current ARD prioritiesGaps in Africa’s current ARD priorities

1. Limited capacity for 
innovation

2. Too much emphasis 
on challenges; too little 

4. Insufficient attention to 
food quality

5. Lack of coordination in 
implementing the 4 
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on challenges; too little 
on opportunities

3. Lack of coordination 
between research 
and extension

implementing the 4 
pillars of CAADP

6. Little attention to value-
chain research



Electronic ConsultationElectronic Consultation

Stakeholders want  ARD to become more 
development-oriented emphasizing:

Technologies
• Natural resource 

Processes
• Information and knowledge 
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• Natural resource 
management

• Post-harvest technologies

• Crop & Livestock 
productivity

• Information and knowledge 
management

• Innovative ways to reach the 
farmers

• Favourable policies and  
better market access



F2F Consultation F2F Consultation …(1 of 3)…(1 of 3)

1. Reaffirmed CAADP as the framework for 

advancing Africa's agriculture.
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2. Emphasized need to involve relevant 

stakeholders, especially farmers, in priority 

setting, implementation and evaluation.



F2F Consultation F2F Consultation …(2 of 3)…(2 of 3)

3. Stressed  need for strengthened institutional & 
human capacity in:

a. Management of risk and 
vulnerability

d. Generation, management, 
dissemination & utilization 
of knowledge

d. Generation, management, 
dissemination & utilization 
of knowledge
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b. Policy analysis & 
evidence-based 
advocacy

e. Monitoring & Evaluation

f. Development and up-
scaling of technologies to 
increase food securityc. Land and water 

management



F2F Consultation: CGIAR ReformF2F Consultation: CGIAR Reform …(3 of 3)…(3 of 3)

African stakeholders expressed hope that the 
GCARD process will guide & drive the reform 
process envisaged by the CGIAR

�����������	�
���
��������������
�����
�������������	�
���
��������������
�����
��

– CGIAR priorities to align with priorities identified 
through CAADP  processes

– CGIAR to build mutually reinforcing partnerships 
with NARS & support strengthening of NARS 
capacities 



Transforming ARD in Africa: GCARD’s roleTransforming ARD in Africa: GCARD’s role

1. GCARD reinforces existing frameworks for 
transforming Africa’s ARD—CAADP & FAAP. 

2. Success of transformation is dependent on Africa 
building endogenous capacity for innovation.
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3. GCARD provides platform for advocacy , strengthening  
partnerships  & knowledge exchange with other regions  
to enhance Africa’s capacity for agric. innovation

4. Africa fully embraces GCARD 
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