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On the southern edge of the 
Sahara, an area the size of 

Somalia has become 
desert over the past 50 
years. The same fate 
now threatens more 
than one-third of the 
African continent. The 
main cause of 
desertification is not 
drought but 
mismanagement of land, 
including overgrazing and 
felling of trees and 
brushwood for fuel.
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