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IFOAM and its activitiesto
support organic
certification worldwide

IFOAM's mission is
leading, uniting and assisting the
organic movement
in itsfull diversity.

Our goal isthe worldwide adoption
of ecologically, socially and
economically sound systems that
are based on the principles of
Organic Agriculture.

Adopted by the World Board in Cuba, March 2003

Who are
I[FOAM members?

& Membersareorganisations
* Producersorganization

* NGOs, environmental organizations
 Certification bodies

* Trade and processing

* Research, extension and education

< Primarily private sector but
some government institutions

(720 organizations in 98 countries)
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IF@&AM
Main activities of IFOAM

* International advocacy together with our
members (FAO liaison office, EU, IUCN,
international summits, etc)

* Running the International Organic
Guarantee System

» Publications
» Conferences and Seminars




Organic Guarantee System to
facilitate certification

« Development and continuous revision of IFOAM
Basic Standards & Criteriafor Accreditation

« Democratic revision process

« Regional flexibility of interpretation of IBS
¢ Accreditation through IOAS

¢ Multilateral agreement between ACBs

« Advocating to harmonize national standards

« International |obbying to governments to base
national regulationson IBS

Support of smallholder
certification through IFOAM’s
program for organic agriculture

in Developing Countries

IFOAM — Growing
Organic (I-GO)

IFOAM Guidelines for Smallholder

Group Certification
« 3 workshops held
« Intensive discussion process with
stakeholders (third world members,
governments, certification bodies)

¢ Final documents:
«Compilation of results of three workshops

«Guidance Manual for producer Organizations
«Training manual for producer

«Training manual and guidelines for external evaluation
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Guidance document
for the evaluation of the equivalence of organic producer group certification
schemes

applied in developing countries

IF@Am
Training Manual for Organic

Agriculture in the Tropics

* Training is essential
prerequisite for
certification

* Basis for the IFOAM
training platform on
the web




www.ifoam.org

Thank you !




