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COMMITTEE ON COMMODITY PROBLEMS
INTERGOVERNMENTAL GROUP ON TEA

Eighteenth Session

Hangzhou, China, 14 – 16 May 2008
INFORMATION NOTE ON ARRANGEMENTS

1.
LOCATION OF SESSION

By kind invitation of the Government of the People’s Republic of China, the Eighteenth Session of the Intergovernmental Group (IGG) on Tea will be held in Hangzhou, from 14 – 16 May 2008. The venue will be:
The New Century Grand Hotel
No.818 Middle Shixin Road
Xiaoshan, Hangzhou
Zhejiang 311202
China

2.

ENQUIRIES ON THE MEETING

(a)
All enquiries concerning the Session, except those regarding local arrangements, may be addressed to: 

Mr Kaison Chang
Secretary
Intergovernmental Group on Tea
Trade and Markets Division
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla
00100 Rome, Italy
Telephone: +39 06 570-54346
Facsimile: +39 06 570-54495 or 570-53152
Email: Kaison.Chang@fao.org
(b)
Information on local arrangements should be addressed to the Liaison Officers for the Session:
Prof. Yang Yajun
Director of Tea Research Institute, Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences (TRI,CAAS ) Yunqi Road 1, Hangzhou 310008, China 
Telephone: +86-571-8665 3938
Facsimile: +86-571-8665 0056
Email: Conference@mail.tricaas.com 
Or 
Prof. Ruan Jianyun
Head of Department of Science and Technology Administration of TRI, CAAS
Telephone: +86-571-8665 3938
Facsimile +86-571-8665 0056
Email: Conference@mail.tricaas.com
3.
ENTRY FORMALITIES

Visas should be obtained from the Chinese Embassy/Consulate nearest to the applicants’ domicile. When applying for their visas, delegates should ensure that their passports are valid for at least six months.
4.
CUSTOMS


Delegates are kindly urged to check Chinese customs regulations for details before entering China. Delegates should kindly note that printed and/or digital material – ranging from books and magazines to video tapes and compact discs – which contain pornography and/or any substance against the Chinese Government are prohibited. Other prohibited items at entry include firearms, illicit drugs, counterfeit currency and endangered animal parts.

Duty free consumables include up to 100 cigars, 400 cigarettes or 500 grammes of tobacco. Delegates are strongly recommended to refer to customs for updated information. 

5.
HOTEL ACCOMMODATION

To book hotel accommodation, delegates should contact Ms Yan Zhenwei in the Liaison Office, indicating their choice of hotel before 1 April 2008 (please see Appendix 2 for a list of hotels). Ms Yan Zhenwei contact details are: 
Facsimile: +86-571-8665 0056
Email: Conference@mail.tricaas.com or triyzw@163.com

A deposit for one night accommodation is required when making reservations, payable to: 
Bank of China Zhejiang Branch
Tea Research Institute, Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences
Account No. 800100117408094014
Address of the Bank: 321 Fengqi Road, Hangzhou, Zhejiang, China

Delegates who cancel their hotel reservations less than 30 days prior the IGG Session will be charged one night's accommodation. Please make timely reservations, as the Liaison Office can not otherwise guarantee the rooms and the special rates.
6.
TRANSPORT

Delegates travelling on international flights will arrive at the Hangzhou Xiaoshan International Airport, located 25 kilometres out of the centre of Hangzhou city, and 15 kilometers away from the New Century Grand Hotel and the Baosheng Hotel. Delegates are recommended to arrange their flights transition at the Beijing or Hong Kong International Airport. 


Delegates will be received at the Xiaoshan International Airport terminals by a welcome staff. Provided that the Liaison Officers receive advance information on their arrival details, delegates will be transported to the hotels listed in Appendix 2. Should any delegates wish to reach their hotel by their own means, please take a card that reads “Please take me to the New Century Grand Hotel” 请将我送到萧山开元名都大酒店 (in Chinese) or “Please take me to the Baosheng Hotel” 请将我送到萧山宝盛宾馆 (in Chinese), and show it to the taxi driver.

No arrangements will be made for transport from the airport to any other hotels.
7.
CLIMATE AND TIME


Hangzhou enjoys a sub-tropical climate; the average temperature is 16.2 ºC. In mid-May the average daytime temperatures in Hangzhou range from 18 ºC to 22 ºC. Hangzhou is eight hours ahead of GMT.

8.
CURRENCY AND BANKING

Only local currency, the Chinese Renminbi Yuan (RMB), is accepted at regular stores and restaurants. The exchange rate changes on a daily basis. Therefore, delegates are advised to contact local banks for the latest exchange rates. Currency can be exchanged at the Bank of China branches or money exchange counters at the International Airport and major hotels. The working hours of the Bank of China are from 09.00 to 16.00 on weekdays.
9.
CREDIT CARDS

Major airlines, hotels and travel agencies accept international credit cards, such as Master Card, Visa, American Express, Diner’s Club and JCB. However, delegates should consult with their bank before departing in order to ensure that their credit card will be accepted. Delegates are recommended to take some cash, as credit cards are not generally popular in China. The following currencies are easily exchangeable at the Bank of China: US dollar, euro, Swiss franc and GB pound.

10.
SOCIAL EVENTS

Various social events are being planned to give the opportunity for delegates to visit the China National Tea Museum, the Tea Research Institute of the Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences and the West Lake Longjing Tea Producing Area of Hangzhou. Also, all guests will be invited to enjoy China tea ceremony performances and singing and dancing performances of the China tea culture.
11.
MEETING REGISTRATION

Registration for the IGG on Tea will take place from 8:00-18:00 on Monday and Tuesday, 12-13 May 2008, at the lobby of The New Century Grand Hotel.

12.
OTHER INFORMATION

On 12-13 May 2008, the Forum on China Tea Production and Consumption will be held in the New Century Grand Hotel. The Forum is freely accessed to all delegates who are interested. (detailed information on the Forum can be found at http://www.faotea18.cn).


Delegates who plan to travel around China may visit the China Travel Service’s website of the China Travel Service at http://www.ctsho.com/home_en040815/index.asp. Information on travel around Hangzhou City is provided in Appendix 3. Any fees related to these private tours and trips will be charged to the individuals participating in such activities. 


APPENDIX 1

PROVISIONAL TIMETABLE

Monday, 12 May 2008
08.00-18.00 – Registration 
Tuesday, 13 May 2008

08.00-18.00 – Registration 
Wednesday, 14 May 2008
09.00-09.30 – Opening ceremony
09.30-12.00 – Morning session
12.00-13.30 – Lunch
13.30-17.00 – Afternoon session
Thursday, 15 May 2008
09.00-12.00 – Morning session
12.00-13.30 – Lunch
13.30-17.00 – Afternoon session
Friday, 16 May 2008
09.00-12.00 –Visit
12.00-13.30 – Lunch
13.30-17.00 –Adoption of the Report

APPENDIX 2


LIST OF HOTELS

	Hotel name and address
	The New Century Grand Hotel

No.818 Middle Shixin Road, Xiaoshan, Hangzhou 311202, Zhejiang, P. R. China
	The Baosheng Hotel

No.618 Middle Shixin Road, Xiaoshan, Hangzhou 311202, Zhejiang, P. R. China

	Level
	Five stars
	Four stars

	Telephone
	+86-571-8288 8888
	+86-571-8280 0888

	Facsimile
	+86-571-8288 8688
	+86-571-8281 1529

	Single room
	USD 100
	USD 85

	Double room
	USD 100
	USD 85

	Number of rooms reserved
	150 rooms
	30 rooms



APPENDIX 3

TOURS INFORMATION

One-day tour of local city
Route: Boat trip on the West Lake, Liu He Pagoda, Qian Tang River, Tea plantation, Linyin Temple, Hu Xue Yan’s residence and He Fang Street for shopping, where delegates may purchase tea or silk products. Lunch in local restaurant.
Price/person*: US$35.00
Includes: English-speaking guide; lunch; transportation; entrace fees; insurance.

One-day tour of Wu Zhen, the ancient water town

Route: An approximate 1.5 hours bus trip to Wu Zhen. A town with a history of 400 years, it is known for the ancient buildings, bridges and rivers. Delegates can visit the Hundred Beds Museum, the exhibition hall of wood carving, normal families folkways museum, rice win workshops, bule print cotton dyeing workshops and so on. Lunch in local restaurant.
Price/person*: US$ 30.00
Includes: English-speaking guide; lunch; transportation; entrace fees; insurance.
Shopping: Tea and silk products.

One-day tour of Thousand Islands Lake
Route: About 2.5 hour bus tour to Thousand Islands Lake, a boat tour on the lake and the visit of three to five islands, such as “Snake Island, Bird Island and Fish Island”.
Price/person*: US$65.00
Includes: English-speaking guide; lunch; transportation; entrace fees; insurance.
Shopping: Tea and silk products.

One-day tour of Shaoxing, an ancient city
Route: About 1.5 hour bus tour to Shaoxing City. Visit of the Orchid Pavillion and The Temple and Mausoleum of Yu the Great. After lunch, visit the birthplace and Memorial Hall of Luxun. Lunch in a special, local restaurant. 
Price/person*: US$45.00
Includes: English-speaking guide; lunch; transportation; entrace fees; insurance.
Shopping: Tea and silk products.

Two-day tour of Huangshan Mount

Day one: An approximate four-hour bus tour to Huangshan Mount, which includes a cable ride up to Xihai, Beihai, Shixing Mounts. Lunch and dinner are included. Over night stay in Huangshan Mount.

Day two: Continuation of the tour on the Mount, after lunch, cable ride down and bus backc to Hangzhou. Breakfast and lunch included.
Price/person*: US$199.00
Includes: English-speaking guide; meals as mentione; cable fees; transportation; entrace fees; insurance.
Shopping: Tea and silk products.
* Prices are based on groups of at least six people.
Two-day tour of Putuo Island
Day one: An approximate five-hour bus and boat trip to Putuo Island. A visit to the bornze statues of Guanyin, Fayu Temple, One-Thousand-Pace Beach and Guanyin Temple. Lunch and dinner included. Over night stay in Putuo.
Day two: Visit to Puji Temple and Xitian. After lunch, back to Hangzhou. Breakfast and lunch included.
Price/person*: US$180.00 
Includes: English-speaking guide; meals; transportation; entrance fees; three-star hotel accommodation in Putuo Island; insurance.
Shopping: Tea and silk products.

* Prices are based on groups of at least six people.
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