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Tree
by

Thematic
Groups

People-Centred
Approaches

WP 5    People
centred approaches
- a brief literature
review and
comparison (Cleary
2003)[En, Fr, Es]

WP 15    Applying
people-centred development
approaches within FAO: some
practical lessons (Baumann et
al 2004) [En, Fr, Sp]

WP 16    Do sustainable
livelihoods approaches have a
positive impact on the rural
poor? a look at 12 case studies
(Neely et al 2004) [En, Fr, Es]

Medios de vida de los sistemas
socioproductivos de maiz y frijol en
Mesoamérica FAO/ Zamorano 2006

Forum on Operationalizing
Participatory Ways of Applying
Sustainable Livelihoods
Approaches
Proceedings    FAO2001

Compact Disc and Web:
Training Resources for People Centred Development
with a Livelihoods Perspective.
FAO and Livelihoods Connect  (2006)
http://www.livelihoods.org/info/pcdl

Livelihoods,
Diversification
and Enterprise
Development

WP 4    Livelihoods
diversification and
enterprise
development: concepts
and issues (Warren
2002)

WP    9 Livelihood
diversification
and natural
resources access
(Ellis et al 2004)

WP 19    Lessons learned by the WIN project
on livelihoods diversification  (Cambodia,
Nepal, Zambia - Eckman 2005)

WP 20    Between household and the
market: a livelihoods analysis of SPFS seed
multiplication in southern Guatemala
(Warren 2005)

Compact Disc Toolkit for Livelihood
Diversification and Enterprise
Development Activities (2007)
<http://www.fao.org/ag/ags/subjects/en/farmMgmt/livelihood.html

People's
Participation
in Policy
Making

WP 3
Participatory policy
reform from an SL
perspective
(Karl, 2002) [En,
Fr, Es]

WP 28 Mozambique's legal
framework for access to natural
resources - the impact on livelihoods
(Tanner et al)

WP 27 Making rights a reality:
participation in practice and
lessons learned in Mozambique
(Tanner et al 2006)

WP 42   Getting a
Framework perspective on
local participation in
policy: views through FAO
experience
(Ramirez et al. 2007)

WP 21    Linking programmes
and poor people's interests to
policies - experiences from
Cambodia (Strele et al 2006)

Access to
Natural
Resources

By Women
& Children

WP 41    Linking
livelihoods and
gender analysis
for achieving
gender
transformative
change (Christine
Okali)

WP39    Children’s
property and inheritance
rights and livelihoods:
The context of HIV and
AIDS in Southern and
East Africa .
Rose (2006)

WP 40    Leaving two
thirds out of development:
Female headed households
and common property
resources in the highlands
of Tigray, Ethiopia

Land and
Water

WP 10    Land
and water - the
rights interface
(Hodgson 2004)

WP 25    Land and water
rights in the Sahel:
tenure challenges of
improving access to
water for agriculture
(Cotula et al 2006)

WP 26    Access to
water, pastoral resource
management and
pastoralist's livelihoods
[Kenya, Ethiopia,
Somalia] ( Gomes 2006)

WP 1    Improving
access to natural
resources for the rural
poor: a critical
analysis  (Baumann
2002)

WP 2 Cotula
(2002)
Improving
access to nature
resources of the
rural poor:  the
FAO experience

WP 6   Understanding access
to seeds and plant genetic
resources - what can a
livelihoods perspective
offer? (Seshia et al 2003)

WP 7   The culture of access
to mountain natural
resources: policy, processes
and practices (Biggs et al 2003

WP 45   Access to Seed
and Plant Genetic
Resources - their role in
improving rural
livelihoods in LAO PDR
(2007)

Home garden
plots

WP 11    Small home garden
plots and sustainable
livelihoods for the poor
(Mitchell  et al 2004 - also
in Indonesian)

WP 23    Implementing
homestead plot programmes
- experience from India
(Nielsen et al 2006)

Land
rights

WP 24   Land access in the
21st century - issues,
trends, linkages, and policy
options (Quan 2006)

WP 14    Till to tiller: linkages
between international
remittances and access to land
in West Africa (Cotula et al
2004)

WP 17   Examining access to
natural resources and linkages to
sustainable livelihoods: a case
study of Mozambique
(Norfolk 2004)

WP 44 Accés à l'information
juridique aux institutions et
procédures légales: Quelle
sécurisation pour les ruraux
povres au Mali? (Goislard
2007)

WP 8    La mise en oeuvre
de la réforme foncière au
Laos (Evrad 2004)

WP 12    Land and
livelihoods - making land
rights real for India 's rural
poor ( Hanstad et al 2004)

WP38     Changes in
“customary” land tenure
systems in Africa .
Cotula (2006)

WP 43  L'accès à l'information
foncière et aux institutions
décentralisées pour sécuriser les
droits fonciers des ruraux pauvres -
L'expérience des Comissions
Foncières au Niger

Post-Conflict
Land Tenure

WP 18    Post conflict land tenure:
using a sustainable livelihoods
approach (Unruh 2004)

WP 22    Land tenure, food security,
and investment in post-war Sierra
Leone (Unruh et al 2006)

Conflict
Management

Negotiation and mediation techniques for
natural resource managemen t: Training
manual , (Engel et al 2005)   [En, Fr, Es]

Case studies and
lessons learned
(2007 En)

Trainer's Guide
(to be published
Sept 2007, En)

Land tenure alternative conflict
management : training manual
FAO Land tenure manual No. 2
(Herrera, Da Passano 2006)   En, Es

Access of the
poor to forest
resources

West and
Central Asia

WP 33   Assessing the access to
forestry resources for improving
livelihoods in West and Central
Asian countries (Shimizu 2006)

WP 34   Forest/ poverty linkages in
West and Central Asia : the outlook
from a sustainable livelihoods
perspective (Baumann 2006)

WP 35   Methodology and case studies
on linkages between poverty an
forestry: Afghanistan, Iran,
Kyrgyzstan, Turkey (Shimizu et al
2006)

WP 13   Poverty and
forestry: a case study of
Kyrgyzstan
(Fisher et al 2004)

Urban and
peri-urban
Forestry

WP 36   Urban and peri-urban forestry
and greening in West and Central Asia :
experiences, constraints, and prospects
(Akerlund  et al 2006)

WP 37   Greening cities for improving
urban livelihoods: legal, policy, and
institutional aspects in West and
Central Asia  (Knuth 2006)

Mongolia

WP 30   Improving the legal
framework for participatory
forestry - issues and
options for Mongolia
(Lindsay et al 2006)

WP 31   Depleting natural
wealth / perpetuating
poverty: rural livelihoods
and access to forest
resources in Mongolia
(Schimidt et al 2006)

WP 32   Rural livelihoods
and access to forest
resources in Mongolia :
methodology and case
studies (Schimdt et al 2006)

India & Nepal
WP 29   Understanding forest tenure
... what rights and for whom... south
and south-east asia, case studies
India & Nepal (Romano et al 2006)

LSP Briefs - Jan 2008

Food Security and
livelihoods

Approaches and Skills
for Competitive Rural
Enterprises

Market-led livelihoods
strategies

Livelihoods and
Indigenous People

Livelihoods and Highly
Infectious Avian Flu

Rectangle
document is global/
conceptual

Hexagonal
relates to specific
geographical area or
country.
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Working Papers 1 - 4 
 
 

Baumann P., (July 2002) Improving Access to Natural Resources for the Rural Poor: A 
critical analysis of central concepts and emerging trends from a sustainable livelihoods 
perspective. FAO, LSP WP 1, Access to Natural Resources Sub-Programme. 
Assumes some basic knowledge of the SLA and familiarity through examining current debates 
around poverty, vulnerability and livelihood issues related to access to natural resources; main 
features of the sustainable livelihoods approaches and relate them to current thinking about 

access to natural resources.  (open document)
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/006/ad683E/ad683E00.pdf
 
 

Cotula L., (August 2002) Improving Access to Natural Resources for the Rural Poor: The 
experience of FAO and of other key organisations from a sustainable livelihoods 
perspective. FAO, LSP WP 2, Access to Natural Resources Sub-Programme.  
Identifies FAO’s activities concerning access to natural resources (ANR), containing a brief 
overview of FAO’s ANR activities by department, with particular regard to those that are most 
relevant for SLA. This paper focuses on some case studies and identifies other organizations 

that use explicitly or implicitly a sustainable livelihoods approach in relation to ANR.  (open document)
  

 
 

Karl M., (August 2002) Participatory Policy Reform from a Sustainable Livelihoods 
Perspective: Review of concepts and practical experiences. FAO, LSP WP 3, Participation, 
Policy and Local Governance Sub-Programme. Also available in Spanish and French.  
Examines ways to bridge this gap through the development and application of tested strategies 
and institutional mechanisms to support the participation of the rural poor in policy making.   
(open document)

 
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/006/ad688E/ad688E00.pdf  

 
 

Warren P., (December 2002) Livelihoods Diversification and Enterprise Development: An 
initial exploration of Concepts and Issues. FAO, LSP WP 4,Livelihoods Diversification and 
Enterprise Development Sub-Programme. 
Focuses in the development of small rural enterprises in the framework of a more 
comprehensive analysis of the way in which agricultural intensification and off-farm 
diversification have combined each other in orienting rural people adaptive response to short-

and long-term environmental, economic-political and socio-cultural change. (open document)  
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/008/j2816e/j2816e00.pdf 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/006/AD684E/AD684E00.pdf  

LSP WORKING PAPERS 

ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/006/ad683E/ad683E00.pdf
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/006/AD684E/AD684E00.pdf
http://www.fao.org/sd/dim_pe4/pe4_050501_en.htm
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/008/j2816e/j2816e00.pdf
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Working Papers 5 - 9 
 

Cleary D., with contributions from Pari Baumann, Marta Bruno, Ximena Flores and Patrizio 
Warren (September 2003) People-Centred Approaches: A brief literature review and 
comparison of types. FAO, LSP WP 5, People-Centered Approaches in Different Cultural 
Contexts Sub-Programme. Also available in Spanish and French.   
An overview of some people-centred approaches to rural development that are being used, or 
have been used, in different areas of the world. The approaches covered here are the 

sustainable livelihoods approach, as is being developed by the UK’s Department for International Development (DfID); 
the land management approach (gestion de terroirs); the farming systems approach; and some approaches that have 
been emerging from Latin America, and in particular territorial planning approach (ordenamiento territorial)         .  
(open document)

 ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/006/AD682E/AD682E00.pdf 

 
Seshia S. with Scoones I., Environment Group, Institute of Development Studies, University of 
Sussex, UK (November 2003) Understanding Access to Seeds and Plant Genetic 
Resources. What Can a Livelihoods Perspective Offer? FAO, LSP WP 6, Access to Natural 
Resources Sub-Programme. 
Uses a livelihoods perspective to facilitate understanding of the role played by seeds and plant 
genetic resources (PGRs) in rural people’s livelihoods and considers how a livelihood 

perspective may strengthen understanding of issues of access  (open document). 

ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/006/AD687E/AD687E00.pdf
 
 

Biggs S. D., and Messerschmidt D., (December 2003) The Culture of Access to Mountain 
Natural Resources: Policy, Processes and Practices. FAO, LSP WP 7, Access to Natural 
Resources Sub-Programme.  
It looks at sustainable livelihoods approaches to access to natural resources in mountain areas 
and concentrates on access by poorer and marginalized groups to policy processes whereby 
long-term sustainable access to resources is achieved. The authors have opted to concentrate 

on one country, Nepal and to focus on access to forest resources. (open document)
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/006/AD686E/AD686E00.pdf
 
 

Evrard O., (Janvier 2004) La mise en oeuvre de la réforme foncière au Laos : Impacts 
sociaux et effets sur les conditions de vie en milieu rural (with summary in English). FAO, 
LSP WP 8, Access to Natural Resources Sub-Programme.   
Describes the results of a study funded by FAO on the impacts of the land reform in Laos on land 
access and rural livelihoods, focusing more particularly on the northern regions. The study draws 
on interviews with Lao Government officials and foreign experts in Vientiane during October- 

November 2003 and an analysis  of existing literature. (open document)

ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/006/AD685F/AD685F00.pdf
   
 

Ellis F., Allison E., Overseas Development Group, University of Anglia, UK (January 2004) 
Livelihood Diversification and Natural Resource Access. FAO, LSP WP 9, Access to Natural 
Resources Sub-Programme, Livelihood Diversification and Enterprise Development  
Provides a synopsis of the livelihoods approach, summarises ideas and recent evidence 
concerning livelihood diversification, links diversification to natural resource access 
considerations, considers policy environments pertinent to both diversification and natural 

resource access, and proposes policy areas that could form the basis of action oriented research initiatives in this area. 
(open document)

 ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/006/AD689E/AD689E00.pdf
 
 
 
 
 

ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/006/AD682E/AD682E00.pdf
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/006/AD687E/AD687E00.pdf
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/006/AD686E/AD686E00.pdf
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/006/AD685F/AD685F00.pdf
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/006/AD689E/AD689E00.pdf
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Working Papers 10 - 14 

Hodgson S., (March 2004) Land and Water – the rights interface. FAO, LSP WP 10, Access to 
Natural Resources Sub-Programme.  
Analyses the linkages between rights to land and water. These natural resources are usually 
administered within different sectors and under different legal frameworks yet rural livelihoods of 
the poor are often dependant on access to both water and land. (open document)

ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/007/J2601E/J2601E00.pdf
 
Mitchell R. and Hanstad T., Rural Development Institute (RDI), USA, (March 2004) Small 
homegarden plots and sustainable livelihoods for the poor. FAO LSP WP 11, Access to 
Natural Resources Sub-Programme. Also available in Bahasa. 
Examines ways in which the poor can use small amounts of land to establish homegardens to 
advance important livelihoods objectives. Where land is scarce, access to even small plots can 
benefit families by improving nutrition, providing a source of additional household income, and 

enhancing the status of women in the household. (open document)
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/007/J2545E/J2545E00.pdf
 
 

Hanstad T., Nielsen R., Brown J., Rural Development Institute (RDI), USA, (May 2004) Land and 
Livelihoods: Making land rights real for India’s rural poor. FAO LSP WP 12, Access to 
Natural Resources Sub-Programme. 
Identifies issues that are central to consideration of land access in rural India and provides 
suggestions for opportunities for positively impacting the livelihoods of the rural poor (open doc)

 
 ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/007/J2602E/J2602E00.pdf
 
 

Fisher R.J., Schmidt K., Steenhof B. and Akenshaev N., (May 2004) Poverty and forestry: A 
case study of Kyrgyzstan with reference to other countries   in West and Central Asia.  
FAO LSP WP 13, Access to Natural Resources Sub-Programme. 
It uses the case study of Kyrgyzstan to show how access to forests in West and Central Asia can 
contribute to poverty reduction using a sustainable livelihoods approach. The study supports 
FAO's Forestry Outlook Study which aims to better understand the dynamics and   relationships 

between societies and nature and particularly the role of the forestry sector in socio-economic development             . 
(open document)

ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/007/J2603E/J2603E00.pdf
  
 

 Cotula L. and Toulmin C. with Vlaenderen H.V., Tall S.M., Gaye G, Saunders J., Ahiadeke C. 
and Anarfi J.K. (IIED) (July 2004). Till to tiller: Linkages between international remittances 
and access to land in West Africa. FAO LSP WP 14, Access to Natural Resources Sub-
Programme. 
Explores the linkages between international remittances and access to land in the home 
countries, with a focus on West Africa. Given the complexity of these linkages and due to time 

and resource constraints, this research project was designed and implemented as a scoping study, aimed at raising 
and identifying key issues for further work rather than at providing definitive answers and policy recommendations. 
(open document)

ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/007/j2815e/j2815e00.pdf
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/007/J2601E/J2601E00.pdf
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/007/J2545E/J2545E00.pdf
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/007/J2602E/J2602E00.pdf
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/007/J2603E/J2603E00.pdf
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/007/j2815e/j2815e00.pdf
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Working Papers 15 - 19 
 

Baumann P., Bruno M., Cleary D., Dubois O. and Flores X., with contributions from Warren P., 
Maffei     T. and Johnson J. (March 2004) Applying people centred development approaches 
within FAO: some practical lessons. FAO LSP WP 15, People Centred Approaches in Different 
Development Contexts Sub-Programme. Also available in Spanish and French. 
Focuses on people-centred or livelihood-type approaches actually used within FAO and 
development approaches used in different cultural-linguistic regions. The work draws some 

lessons on the implementation of people centred approaches in FAO and, to some extent, different development 
contexts (cultural, linguistic, etc).(open document, english) (open document, français)  (open document, español)

ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/007/j3137e/j3137e00.pdf
 
 

Neely C., Sutherland K., and Johnson J. (October 2004) Do sustainable livelihoods approaches 
have a positive impact on the rural poor? – A look at twelve case studies. FAO LSP WP 16, 
Institutional Learning Sub-Programme. Also available in Spanish and French. 
It focuses on the sustainable livelihood (SL) approach, which builds on principles of building 
assets and a livelihoods focus, also incorporates principles of reduced vulnerability and 
sustainability as critical to achieving lasting poverty reduction. Using a livelihoods perspective 

along with a good developmental tool kit and appropriate sequencing can enhance the quality of a wide range of 
approaches to improve the lives of the rural poor.
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/008/j5129e/j5129e00.pdf
  
  

Norfolk S. (2004) Examining access to natural resources and linkages to sustainable 
livelihoods: A case study of Mozambique. FAO LSP WP 17, Access to Natural Resources Sub-
Programme. 
Analyses, using a livelihoods approach, the extent to which the regulatory changes to natural 
resource access and management in Mozambique have had their intended effect and to identify 
and explore the critical issues that require further attention. (open document)

ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/007/j3619e/j3619e00.pdf      
   
 

Unruh J., (2004) Post-conflict land tenure: using a sustainable livelihoods approach. FAO 
LSP WP 18, Access to Natural Resources Sub-Programme                  
Addresses the application of sustainable livelihood approaches to access to land and land 
administration in post-conflict situations. The preparation of this paper is based in-part on the 
author’s land tenure project, policy and research experience in conflict and post-conflict settings, 
particularly in Somalia, Mozambique, East Timor, Uganda, and Ethiopia, complemented by 

additional land tenure work in Zambia, Madagascar, Saudi Arabia, and Peru. (open document)
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/008/j5415e/j5415e00.pdf
 
 

Eckman, C. (2005) Lessons Learned by the WIN Project on Livelihoods 
Diversification and    Enterprise Development: An Overview of WIN LDED-related 
Activities in Cambodia, Nepal and Zambia.  FAO LSP WP 19. Livelihoods 
Diversification and Enterprise Development Sub-Programme 
 
The pilot WIN project (Empowerment of Women in Irrigation and Water Resources Management 

for   Household Food Security) was an operational research project implemented by FAO from 2000-2003. It  reviews 
the processes which facilitated the emergence of livelihood diversification and enterprise development activities, 
outlining lessons on what did and did not work, with recommendations for the future. (open document)

ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/008/j5404e/j5404e00.pdf
 
 
 
 
 

(open document)

ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/007/j3137e/j3137e00.pdf
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/008/j5129e/j5129e00.pdf
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/007/j3619e/j3619e00.pdf
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/008/j5415e/j5415e00.pdf
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/008/j5404e/j5404e00.pdf
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Working Papers 20 - 24 

Warren, P. (2005) Between the Household and the Market: A livelihoods analysis of SPFS seed 
multiplication in Southern Guatemala. FAO LSP WP 20. Livelihoods Diversification and 
Enterprise Development Sub-Programme 

Describes the overall vulnerability context and the processes of change to which the participants 
and the indirect beneficiaries of seed multiplication are exposed in that particular location. The 
paper explores the economic and cultural logic that has facilitated the incorporation of this “good 

practice” into the participants’ livelihood strategies. (open document)

  ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/008/j5566e/j5566e00.pdf 
 
 
 

Strele M., Holtge  K., Fiebiger M., Were J, Schulmeister A, with contributions from Weingartner L, 
(2006) Participatory Livelihoods Monitoring :  Linking Programmes and Poor People's 
Interests to Policies. Experiences from Cambodia. FAO LSP. WP 21, Participation, Policy 
and Local Governance Sub-Programme 
 
Provides a simple and hands-on insight into the developed methodology and the suggested 

strategies to overcome the identified communication gaps. It should therefore serve as a guideline for practitioners who 
wish to apply a participatory and results-oriented monitoring methodology in their various project contexts.  
 (open document)

 
 ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/009/ah455e/ah455e00.pdf
 
 
 

Unruh J. and Turray H. (2006). Land tenure, food security and investment in postwar Sierra 
Leone. FAO LSP WP 22. Access to Natural Resources Sub-Programme. 
 
It examines: 1) rural social dynamics and land tenure; 2) tenure security and land access; 3) the 
labour problem; 4) mechanization issues for agriculture; 5) loans and land as collateral; 6) leasing 
and partnerships, the options for investment; 7) the problem with changing to freehold; 8) 

legislative reform; and, 9) themes from Mozambique’s land policy reform experience. Recommendations are then 
suggested, followed by areas for future research. (open document)

 
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/009/ah243e/ah243e00.pdf
 
 

Nielsen R., Hanstad T., and Rolfes L. Rural Development Institute (RDI). (2006). Implementing 
homestead plot programmes: Experience from India. FAO LSP WP 23. Access to Natural 
Resources Sub-Programme. 
 
Represents part of an area of work which examines ways in which the poor can use small 
amounts of land to establish homegardens to support their livelihoods. When land is scarce, 

access to even small plots can benefit families by improving nutrition, providing a source for additional household 
income, and enhancing the status of women. This paper builds on the LSP Working Paper 11: “Small homegarden 
plots and sustainable livelihoods for the poor”; and LSP Working Paper 12: “Land and Livelihoods: Making land rights 
real for India’s rural poor”  (open document). 

 
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/009/ah244e/ah244e00.pdf
 
 

Quan, J. Natural Resources Institute University of Greenwich. (2006). Land access in the 21st   
century: Issues, trends, linkages and policy options. FAO LSP WP 24. Access to Natural 
Resources Sub-Programme. 
 
Seeks to cover the key issues, trends, constraints, challenges, knowledge gaps and policy  
options on a range of dimensions of land access. These dimensions include food security and 
poverty   alleviation, gender, broader natural resource access, indigenous peoples, the role of 

NGOs and civil society, comparative approaches to state intervention in promoting distributional land reform, the roles 
of land sales and lease markets, the role of small household plots and the implications of livelihood diversification, 
migration and remittances. (open document)

 
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/009/ah245e/ah245e00.pdf

ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/008/j5566e/j5566e00.pdf
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/009/ah455e/ah455e00.pdf
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/009/ah243e/ah243e00.pdf
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/009/ah244e/ah244e00.pdf
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/009/ah245e/ah245e00.pdf
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Working Papers 25- 28 
 

Cotula L., Hesse C., Sylla O., Thébaud B., Vogt G., and Vogt K. International Institute for 
Environmentand Development (IIED). (2006.) Land and water rights in the Sahel: Tenure 
challenges of improving access to water for agriculture. FAO LSP WP 25. Access to 
Natural Resources Sub-Programme. 
 
It focuses on the demographic and other changes are raising new challenges for water access in 
the Sahel. With rapid population growth, competition over water resources for agricultural uses is 
increasing. In many places, water points have been at the centre of tensions and even violent 
clashes between users. Climate change may exacerbate the scarce and erratic nature of rainfall 
in the region. (open document)

 
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/009/ah246e/ah246e00.pdf
 

Gomes N. (2006). Access to water, pastoral resource management and pastoralists’ 
livelihoods: Lessons learned from water development in selected areas of Eastern Africa 
(Kenya, Ethiopia, Somalia). FAO LSP WP 26. Access to Natural Resources Sub-Programme. 
 
Represents part of an area of work which analyses the linkages between rights to land and water. 
An initial scoping paper explored the interface between land and water rights (LSP Working 

Paper 10: Hodgson, S. (2004). “Land and water – the rights interface”). It is complemented by two regional analyses: 
this Working Paper and LSP Working Paper 25: IIED. (2006). “Land and water rights in the Sahel: Tenure challenges 
of improving access to water for agriculture”. (open document)

 
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/009/ah247e/ah247e00.pdf
 
 

Tanner C., Baleira S., Norfolk S., Cau B. and Assulai J. (2006). Making rights a reality: 
Participation in practice and lessons learned in Mozambique. FAO LSP WP 27. Access to 
Natural Resources Sub-Programme. 
 
It represents part of an area of work which analyses access to natural resources in Mozambique. 
An initial paper examined the extent to which Mozambique’s recent regulatory changes to natural 

resource access and management have had their intended effects (LSP Working Paper 17: Norfolk, S. (2004). 
“Examining access to natural resources and linkages to sustainable livelihoods: a case study of Mozambique”). This 
paper is complemented by LSP Working Paper 28: Tanner et al. (2006). “Mozambique’s legal framework for access to 
natural resources: The impact of new legal rights and community consultations on local livelihoods”. (open document)

 
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/009/ah248e/ah248e00.pdf
 
 

 Tanner C. and Baleira S.with Afonso Â, Azevedo J. P., Bila J., Chichava C., Moisés A., Pedro C. 
and Santos J.   (2006). Mozambique’s legal framework for access to natural resources: The 
impact of new legal rights  and community consultations on local livelihoods. FAO LSP 
WP 28. Access to Natural Resources Sub- Programme. 
 
Looks at one of the most important practical aspects of local participation in the Land Law and 
other natural resources legislation: the community consultation, through which outsiders – the 
State, new investors, timber companies, hotel groups – gain access to local land and resources 

with the approval of local people. In the consultation, the community is asked if the land required by the investor is 
occupied or not. (open document)  

 
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/009/ah249e/ah249e00.pdf
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Working Papers 29 - 33 
 

Romano F. and Reeb D. (2006). Understanding forest tenure: What rights and for whom? 
Secure forest tenure for sustainable forest management and poverty alleviation: the case 
of South and Southeast Asia, with case studies of Orissa and Meghalaya, India and Nepal. 
FAO LSP WP 29. Access to Natural Resources Sub-Programme. 
 
 Represents part of an area of work in support of enhancing access to forest resources in South 

and Southeast Asia. It is based on eleven case studies. The LSP Sub-programme 3.1 supported three case studies 
(Orissa and Meghalaya, India and Nepal); other countries covered were China, Indonesia, Malaysia, Pakistan, 
Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam. The full study, including all case studies, is published as: FAO. 2006. 
“Understanding Forest Tenure in South and Southeast Asia”. Forestry Policy and Institutions Working Paper No. 14. 
Rome. The aim of this study is to shape a clearer understanding of these trends and their impact on SFM and poverty 
alleviation (PA). (open document)

 
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/009/ah250e/ah250e00.pdf
 
 

 Lindsay J., Wingard J. and Manaljav Z. (2006). Improving the legal framework for 
participatory forestry: Issues and options for Mongolia. FAO LSP WP 30. Access to Natural 
Resources Sub-Programme. 
 
Represents part of an area of work in support of enhancing access to land and forest resources 
in support of rural livelihoods in Mongolia. Information on the work is provided through LSP 

Working Papers number 30,31 and 32  
.  

  ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/009/ah251e/ah251e00.pdf
 

Schmidt S. with Altanchimeg C., Tungalagtuya K., Narangerel Y., Ganchimeg D., Erdenechimeg 
B., Dambayuren S. and Battogoo D. New Zealand Nature Institute - Initiative for People Centered 
Conservation. (2006). Depleting natural wealth – perpetuating poverty: Rural livelihoods 
and access to forest resources in Mongolia. FAO LSP WP 31. Access to Natural Resources 
Sub-Programme. 
 
Represents part of an area of work in support of enhancing access to land and forest resources 
in support of rural livelihoods in Mongolia. Information on the work is provided through LSP 

Working Papers number 30,31 and 32. (open document)
 
 ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/009/ah252e/ah252e00.pdf
 
 

Schmidt S. with Altanchimeg C., Tungalagtuya K., Narangerel Y., Ganchimeg D., Erdenechimeg 
B., Dambayuren S. and Battogoo D. New Zealand Nature Institute  - Initiative for People 
Centered Conservation. (2006). Rural livelihoods and access to forest resources in 
Mongolia: Methodology and case studies of Tsenkher Soum, Ulaan Uul Soum, Binder 
Soum, Teshig Soum and Baynlig Soum. FAO LSP WP 32. Access to Natural Resources Sub-
Programme. 
 

Represents part of an area of work in support of enhancing access to land and forest resources in support of rural 
livelihoods in Mongolia. Information on the work is provided through LSP Working Papers number 30,31 and 32. 
While extensive and systematic work has been undertaken on rangeland and livestock issues in Mongolia, a 
knowledge gap existed on the links between rural livelihoods and forest resources. (open document)

 
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/009/ah253e/ah253e00.pdf
 
 

Shimizu T. (2006) Assessing the access to forest resources for improving livelihoods in 
West and Central Asia countries. FAO LSP WP 33. Access to Natural Resources Sub-
Programme 
 
Provides an introduction to, and a synthesis of, a “package” of FOWECA documents that assess 
access to forest resources for improving livelihood, and urban / peri-urban forestry in the WECA 

region. It gives an overview of the work carried out by the LSP in support of FOWECA and identifies the lessons 
learned that could be of use in future forestry projects  (open document). 

 
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/009/ah237e/ah237e00.pdf
 

 (open document)
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Working Papers 34 - 38 
Baumann P. (2006) Forest - poverty linkages in West and Central Asia: The outlook from a 
sustainable livelihoods perspective. FAO LSP WP 34. Access to Natural Resources Sub-
Programme. 
 
Provides the basis for a training workshop on SLA in order to prepare national consultants for 
carrying out case studies in Afghanistan, Iran, Kyrgyzstan and Turkey (LSP Working Paper 35). 

(open document)
 
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/009/ah239e/ah239e00.pdf
 
 

Shimizu T., and Trudel M., with case studies by Asanbaeva A., Kananian M., Naseri Gh. and 
Sülüşoğlu M. (2006). Methodology and case studies on linkages between poverty and 
forestry: Afghanistan, Iran, Kyrgyzstan and Turkey. FAO LSP WP 35. Access to Natural 
Resources Sub-Programme. 
 
Presents the methodology used for case studies on the forest-poverty linkages in Afghanistan, 

Iran, Kyrgyzstan and Turkey. It represents part of an area of work on linkages between access to forest resources and 
poverty in West and Central Asia. (open document)

 
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/009/ah242e/ah242e00.pdf
 
 
 
 

Åkerlund U., in collaboration with Knuth L., Randrup T. and Schipperijn J. (2006). Urban and 
peri-urban forestry and greening in west and Central Asia: Experiences, constraints and 
prospects. FAO LSP WP 36. Access to Natural Resources Sub-Programme. 
 
Represents part of an area of work on linkages between access to forest resources and poverty 
in West and Central Asia  (open document)

 
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/009/ah238e/ah238e00.pdf
 
 

Knuth L. (2006). Greening cities for improving urban livelihoods: Legal, policy and 
institutional aspects of urban and peri-urban forestry in West and Central Asia  (with 

a case study of Armenia). FAO LSP WP 37. Access to Natural Resources Sub-Programme. 
 
Presents part of an area of work on linkages between access to forest resources and poverty in 
West and Central Asia.This is a regional report but it should be kept in mind that the lessons 

learnt are relevant worldwide, considering the urban problems and the potential of urban green resources as a source 
of income for the urban poor and the improvement of their livelihoods (including provision of food and creation of 
employment). (open document)

 
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/009/ah241e/ah241e00.pdf
 
 

Edited by Lorenzo Cotula, contributing authors: Jean-Pierre Chauveau, Salmana Cissé, Jean-
Philippe Colin, Lorenzo Cotula, Philippe Lavigne Delville, Nanete Neves, Julian Quan, Camilla 
Toulmin, International Institute for Environment and Development (IIED). Changes in 
“customary” land tenure systems in Africa. FAO LSP WP38, Access to Natural Resources 
Sub-Programme 
 
 Explores changes in customary land tenure systems in Africa, identifying the factors driving 

such changes and analysing their livelihood implications. The central topic – changes in local systems of rules and 
institutions for the management of land rights – is at the very heart of legal anthropology,   but also raises broader 
issues concerning the linkages between changes in local rules and institutions and broader changes in economies 
and societies. (open document) 

 
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/009/ah621e/ah621e00.pdf
 
 
 

ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/009/ah239e/00.pdf
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/009/ah242e/ah242e00.pdf
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/009/ah238e/00.pdf
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/009/ah241e/ah241e00.pdf
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Working Papers 39 - 42 
 

Laurel L. Rose: Children’s property and inheritance rights and their livelihoods: The 
context of HIV and AIDS in Southern and East Africa. FAO LSP WP39, Access to Natural 
Resources Sub-Programme 
 
Focuses on legal and institutional aspects of children’s property and inheritance rights in 
Southern and East Africa. It is focused on the wider problem of property-grabbing, the author 

argues that the legislation and policy of the countries in the region should guarantee orphaned children, the following 
property and inheritance rights: the right to own, acquire (through purchase, gift, or inheritance), and dispose of 
tangible and intangible property, including land, housing, money, livestock, and crops. (open document)

 
 ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/009/ah622e/ah622e00.pdf
 
 

Patricia Howard and Erin Smith, Department of Social Sciences, Wageningen University and 
Research Center, The Netherlands. Leaving two thirds out of development: Female headed 
households and common property resources in the highlands of Tigray, Ethiopia, FAO 
LSP WP40, Access to Natural Resources Sub-Programme 
 
Contains the results of a study of gender and access to forest and tree resources, women and 

men’s use of common lands and botanical resources, and the importance of these resources for the livelihoods of 
people in highland Ethiopia.The results presented in this report reflect the findings and opinions only of the lead 
scientist and senior researcher, and not of the FAO       (open document)

 

 ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/009/ah624e/ah624e00.pdf 
 
 
 

Christine Okali: Linking livelihoods and gender analysis for achieving gender 
transformative change FAO LSP WP41, Access to Natural Resources Sub-Programme 
 
Seeks specifically to identify the links between the theme of gender and livelihoods perspectives 
that became popular in the late 1990s. The question being addressed is not whether gender has 
disappeared as livelihoods perspectives have moved into natural resources programmes, but    

rather whether this new paradigm has been able to advance gender interests and in what ways a closer alignment of 
the two might be beneficial to both. (open document)  

 
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/009/ah623e/ah623e00.pdf
 
 
 

 
Ricardo Ramirez and Maria Fernandez, with contributions from Maria Guglielma da Passano, 
Tanith Bello, Jan Johnson and Karel Callens: Framework perspective on local participation 
in policy: Views through FAO experience FAO LSP WP42, Participation, Policy and Local 
Governance Sub-Programme 
 
The goal of this exercise is to identify some of the tools a development agent needs for 

achieving effective local participation in policy development. The case studies here were written with the aim of 
learning about the participatory policy development processes that took place around and within the contexts of a 
series of FAO projects that started with a technical orientation (e.g. food security) and over time began to appreciate 
the significance of the policy context as an area where the project could play a direct role. 
 (open document)

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/010/ai051e/ai051e00.pdf 

ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/009/ah622e/ah622e00.pdf
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Nicoletta Avella and Alhassane Younfa, with the collaboration of Sitou Lawali : L’accès à 
l’information foncière et aux institutions décentralisées pour sécuriser les droits fonciers des 
ruraux pauvres , - l’expérience des Commissions foncières au Niger (with summary in english), 
FAO LSP WP43, Access to Natural Resources Sub-Programme 
 
This study analyses the reasons for which some of the players continue to resort to alternative modes 
of securisation, despite the existence of an operational COFO in their administrative area, while 
identifying the constraints facing the various rural groups in legally securing their land rights.  

 (open document)
 
 
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/010/ai187f/ai187f00.pdf  
 
 

 
Catherine Goislard, with the collaboration of Moussa Djiré: Accès à l’information juridique, aux 
institutions et procédures légales : Quelle sécurisation foncière pour les pauvres au Mali ? – 
Etude de cas dans le sud malien, FAO LSP WP44, Access to Natural Resources Sub-Programme 
 
This study examines access to legal information and institutions, focusing on the mechanisms and 
procedures to secure land transactions. It is based on empirical observations in Southern Mali 
(Bougouni, Sikasso and Koutiala).  (open document)
 

 
 
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/010/ai188f/ai188f00.pdf
 
 

 
Joselito T. Sescon and Renato Salazar: Access to Seeds and Plant Genetic Resources for 
Food and Agriculture Their Role in Improving Rural Livelihoods  in Lao PDR (2007), FAO 
LSP WP45, Access to Natural Resources Sub-Programme 
 
This paper presents different case studies that demonstrate the issues and questions of access 

vary across contexts of emergency seed relief, wild and weedy foods, and farmer engagement with agricultural 
research systems. The study also calls for the development of new kinds of thought and practice to better 
understand how PGRFA/seeds are located within livelihood systems and to enable locally grounded work that spans 
institutional scales. (open document)
 
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/010/ai213e/ai213e00.pdf
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LSP THEMATIC  BRIEFS 

 
 

Food Security and Livelihoods 
explores the connections and complementarities between FAO’s Food Security 
framework and livelihoods perspectives and methods, looking especially at 
how livelihoods tools and methods can be used to strengthen FAO’s work on 
food security. (4 pages, 2008)   (open document)
 
 

 
 
 
 

Indigenous Peoples’ Sustainable Livelihoods 
focuses on how livelihoods perspectives and methods can lead development 
agents to a better understanding of the situation, perspective, and aspirations 
of Indigenous Peoples in a development context. (8 pages, 2008)  (open document)
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Highly-Pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) and Sustainable 
Livelihoods: managing risk and developing options 
examines how livelihoods methods can complement existing approaches for 
analysing the impact of HPAI on the local people concerned. Lessons are drawn 
from experience so far and implications for the design of disease prevention 
and control programmes discussed. (8 pages, 2008)  (open document)
 

 
 
 
 

Approaches and Skills for Competitive Rural Enterprises - 
Closing the gap between the rural poor and the market 
examines the training methods in developing market-oriented skills used by 
local NGOs and service providers to help link small holders and rural small 
businesses with profitable markets. (12 pages, 2008)  (open document)
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Developing Market-Led Livelihoods Strategies 
focuses on a market-led livelihoods approach used by local NGOs and service 
providers in a number of countries (in association with the LSP’s Livelihood 
Diversification and Enterprise Development group) to help rural groups identify 
and respond to market opportunities.  (open document)
 

 
 



 
LSP MANUALS  

 
 
Antonia Engel, Benedikt Korf (2005). Negotiation and mediation techniques for natural 
resource management.  

 This manual is about how to help people to deal with conflicts that are undermining or 
 disrupting natural resource management, impeding development, and causing outbreaks of  
 violence. It looks at how negotiation and consensus building can be used to manage conflict and 
 build collaboration, and provides practical, step-by-step guidance on how to establish and 
 manage a process of consensual negotiations involving multiple stakeholders. The guide is 

                              intended for practitioners working on participatory/collaborative natural resource management and                                                                                              
    rural livelihoods projects.  (open document,english)       (open document, français)

 
     (open document, español)

 
 
English:    ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/008/a0032e/a0032e00.pdf

 
Français:  ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/008/a0032f/a0032f00.pdf

 
Español:   ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/008/a0032s/a0032s00.pdf

 
 
 

 
Alfonso Peter Castro and Antonia Engel (2007) Negotiation and mediation techniques for 
natural resource management, Case Studies and Lessons Learned. 
 
This publication seeks to support sustainable livelihoods in Africa and elsewhere by sharing the 
recent, real-life experience of Africans who have used the processes and principles of consensual 
negotiation to address natural resource conflicts. It is the second part of a series of training material 
on natural resource conflict management developed by FAO’s Livelihood Support Programme, 
supporting the discussions presented in the Negotiation and mediation techniques for natural 

resource management. (open document)
 
 
 
 

 
Antonia Engel, Benedikt Korf (to be published October 2007). Negotiation and mediation 
techniques for natural resource management – Trainers’ Guide 
 
This publication contains learning activities designed to support training in natural resources 
conflict management, being the third part of a series of training material on natural resource 
conflict management developed by FAO’s Livelihood Support Programme. It supplements the 
discussions presented in the Negotiation and mediation techniques for natural resource 
management. 

 
 
 
 
 

Forum on Operationalizing Participatory Ways of Applying Sustainable Livelihoods  
Approaches Proceedings 
 
It synthesizes the main issues and lessons learned from the Inter-agency Forum on 
Operationalizing Sustainable Livelihoods Approaches, held at the Certosa di Pontignano, near 
Siena, Italy, 7-11 March 2000. The Forum brought together several agencies that had been 
applying or developing sustainable livelihoods (SL) approaches in their work, including CARE, the 
Department for International Development (DFID), the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO), the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), the United 

Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the World Food Programme (WFP). 
 

 
 
 

              (open document)

ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/010/ai052e/ai052e00.pdf

 ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/003/X9371e/x9371e00.pdf

http://www.fao.org/docrep/x7749e/x7749e00.htm
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Medios de vida de los sistemas socioproductivos de maiz y frijol en Mesoamérica FAO, 
2006 
 
Este ensayo explora la validez y el potencial del enfoque de medios de vida para el diseño e 
implementación de proyectos de desarrollo rural, centrándose en el sistema productivo de maíz-
fríjol. El marco conceptual ha sido completado con la perspectiva de territorialidad, entre otros 
instrumentos. El ensayo ha examinando experiencias en campo para confirmar in situ el análisis 
y extraer lecciones prácticas. (open document)

 
 
 
 
 
 

Manejo alternativo de conflictos de tenencia de la tierra 
FAO Manuales sobre tenencia de la tierra 2 
 
Este manual se centra en el manejo y resolución de los conflictos que afectan a los derechos de 
tenencia de la tierra, la seguridad en la tenencia y el acceso a la tierra en el ámbito del desarrollo 
rural. Es resultado de actividades complementarias realizadas por el Programa de Apoyo a los 
Modos de Vida Sostenibles (LSP)1 y el Servicio de Tenencia de la Tierra. En él se tratan las 
cuestiones específicas de tenencia de la tierra identificadas y definidas en el volumen 

Negotiation and mediation techniques for natural resource management 2 publicado por el LSP en septiembre de 
2005. Es, por tanto, el segundo volumen de esta serie, y el primero de una colección de obras complementarias 
programadas en dicha serie que versarán sobre determinadas áreas donde es evidente la importancia creciente de 
los conflictos.  (open document)

 
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/009/a0557s/a0557s00.pdf 

 
 
 
 

Land tenure alternative conflict management 
FAO Land tenure manuals 2 
 
It focuses on how to manage and resolve conflicts over land tenure rights, security of tenure and 
land access in the field of rural development. It results from complementary activities undertaken 
within FAO’s Livelihood Support Programme (LSP) and Land Tenure Service. It addresses the 
specific issues of land tenure identified in the volume “Negotiation and Mediation Techniques for 
Natural Resource Management” published by the LSP on September 20051. It is therefore 

presented as the second volume in that series, and is the first of a number of planned complementary volumes in 
that series that will address specific areas where conflict is increasingly evident. (open document)

 
 
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/009/a0557e/a0557e00.pdf 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Livelihood Support Programme - LSP  
GCP/INT/803/UK  
Food and Agriculture Organization of the U.N – FAO 
 

ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/010/ai027s/ai027.pdf
http://www.fao.org/docrep/010/ai027s/ai027s00.htm

http://www.fao.org/es/esw/lsp/
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