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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

The Eighteenth Session of the Codex Coordinating Committee for Africa reached the following 
conclusions: 

MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION BY THE 32ND SESSION OF THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS 
COMMISSION AND BY THE 62ND SESSION OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: 

The Coordinating Committee: 

• agreed that participation of developing countries in the work of Codex was critical and 
acknowledged the role of the Codex Trust Fund in assisting developing countries to participate, but 
that several other mechanisms at national level could contribute to more effective participation by 
developing countries (paras 9-13); 

• expressed appreciation for the use of Portuguese as language of interpretation for CCAFRICA 
and agreed to request that Portuguese be used as language of interpretation and translation of 
documents for the next session of the Committee (paras. 14-15); 

• noted several mechanisms have been implemented by Members to implement activities 4.5, 5.4 
and 5.5 of the Codex Strategic Plan (2008-2013) and that the CCAFRICA Strategic Plan was a useful 
tool to strengthen the implementation of these activities (paras 17-20); 

• identified priority activities for the implementation of the CCAFRICA Strategic Plan, adopted a 
format for annual country reports on Codex activities and Guidelines for the Transfer of 
Coordinatorship (paras 29-41, Appendices II - IV); 

• unanimously agreed that Ghana be re-appointed as Regional Coordinator for Africa (para. 61).  

MATTERS REFERRED TO CODEX COMMITTEES AND TASK FORCES 

Codex Committee on General Principles (CCGP) 

The Coordinating Committee: 

• reconfirmed its view that the current terms of reference of the Coordinating Committees should be 
kept unchanged (para. 16). 

OTHER MATTERS 

The Coordinating Committee:  

• expressed appreciation to FAO and WHO for their work in the area of capacity building and 
scientific advice (paras 22-27); 

• acknowledged the offer of assistance by the African Union for the implementation of the 
CCAFRICA Strategic Plan and related activities (paras 33, 38 and 41); 

• exchanged information on national food control systems and consumer participation in food 
standards setting, use of Codex standards at national and regional level and nutritional issues in the 
region (paras 42-60); 

• noted that in future the information provided on food control systems, consumer participation and 
use of Codex standards should be analyzed so as to identify areas and subjects that required further 
assistance from FAO and WHO to build capacity in member countries (para. 52). 
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INTRODUCTION 

1. The FAO/WHO Regional Coordinating Committee for Africa held its Eighteenth Session in Accra, 
Ghana from 24 to 27 February 2009, by courtesy of the Government of Ghana.  The Session was chaired by 
Professor Samuel Sefa-Dedeh, Professor of Food Science and Technology, Dean of the Faculty of 
Engineering Sciences University of Ghana Legon.  The Session was attended by 183 delegates, advisors and 
observers representing 31 Member Countries, 5 Observer Members from outside the Region, and 4 
international organizations. A complete list of participants, including the Secretariat and Representatives of 
FAO and WHO, is provided in Appendix I to this report. 

OPENING OF THE SESSION  

2. The Session was opened by His Excellency John Dramani Mahama, Vice-President of the Republic 
of Ghana.  In his opening remarks, the Vice-President recognized the importance of Codex in protecting 
consumer health and facilitating international trade in food and that it was an honour for Ghana to be hosting 
the CCAFRICA.  He emphasized that there was a need for effective and dynamic cooperation and 
communication amongst the Coordinating Committee for Africa members, and other major actors involved 
directly or indirectly in food safety issues and that this should be seen as a matter that requires urgent 
attention.  He also stressed that it was time for African Governments and Donor Agencies to show renewed 
commitment by providing support to Codex activities and that this political will needed to be translated into 
urgent and real actions to allow the region to make the much needed impact.  He further indicated the need to 
raise awareness of Codex activities in the various countries and at political level.   

3. Dr Daniel Kertesz, WHO Representative for Ghana, and Mr Edouard K. Tapsoba, FAO Assistant 
Director-General and Regional Representative for Africa, welcomed the delegates to Ghana on behalf of 
World Health Organization (WHO) and the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), 
respectively. 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA (Agenda Item 1)1 

4. The Coordinating Committee agreed to discuss Agenda Item 4 (Strategic Plan for Coordination of 
CCAFRICA) after the consideration of Items 5 and 6 since these items were interrelated and outcomes of 
discussions under Items 5 and 6 could impact on the discussion of the Strategic Plan and its implementation. 

5. The Coordinating Committee also agreed to the proposals by the Delegations of Nigeria and Ghana 
to discuss under Agenda Item 9 ‘Other Business and Future Work’ the following matters: 

• Product  Labelling (proposed by the Delegation of Nigeria); 

• Criteria for Methods for the detection and identification of foods derived from biotechnology 
and labelling of genetically modified foods (proposed by the Delegation of  Ghana); 

• Traceability (proposed by the Delegation of Ghana); 

• The Code of Ethics for International Trade in Food (proposed by the Delegation of Ghana); and  

• Proliferation of private standards  (proposed by the Delegation of Ghana). 

6. The Committee adopted the Provisional Agenda as the Agenda for the Session with the additions 
noted above. 

7. The Committee agreed to establish two in-session physical working groups open to all interested 
parties, one chaired by Ghana and working in English and another, chaired by Cameroon, working in French.  
The Terms of Reference of the working groups were to discuss the implementation of the CCAFRICA 
Strategic plan and to make recommendations on how to better facilitate its implementation including 
proposals for possible projects at regional or sub-regional level to assist in the implementation of some of the 
activities of the Strategic Plan. 

                                                 
1  CX/AFRICA 09/18/1; CRD 11 (Proposal by Nigeria) 
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MATTERS ARISING FROM THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS COMMISSION AND OTHER 
CODEX COMMITTEES (Agenda Item 2)2 

8. The Committee noted matters arising from the 30th and 31st Sessions of the Codex Alimentarius 
Commission, the 60th and 61st Sessions of the Executive Committee of the Codex Alimentarius Commission 
and the 24th Session of the Codex Committee on General Principles (CCGP) as summarized in the working 
document and discussed in particular the following matters: 

Participation of developing countries in Codex Meetings (31st CAC) 

9. The Committee recalled that the Commission, at its 31st Session, had recommended that Coordinating 
Committees consider the issue of participation of developing countries and report their views to the 32nd 
Session of the Commission.  The Committee noted that the 25th Session of the Committee on General 
Principles would consider a document prepared by the Secretariat which would include data on the 
participation of developing countries in Codex sessions and proposals to improve the situation.  

10. The Committee agreed that participation of developing countries in Codex was critical and that 
participation needed to be strengthened. 

11. The Committee acknowledged the role of the Codex Trust Fund in financially assisting developing 
countries to participate in Codex and extended its appreciation to the Trust Fund.  The Committee 
acknowledged that funding through the Trust Fund was not sustainable over the long-term and that countries 
should seek other sources of financial assistance.  It was noted that awareness of Codex by political decision-
makers was critical in this regard and encouraged the inclusion of SPS and Codex activities in national 
budgets. 

12. The Committee was of the view that improved participation in Codex by countries of the region could 
best be achieved through amongst others: strengthening national structures, such as Codex Contact Points 
and National Codex Committees; strengthening infrastructure and human resource capacity especially with 
regard to scientific data collection; and ensuring consistency of delegates to Codex meetings and that 
implementation of the Strategic Plan for the Coordination of CCAFRICA would contribute to achieving the 
aforementioned.  The Committee further noted the importance of sensitizing the African Union (AU) and 
regional economic communities (RECs) to the work of Codex   and the need for their cooperation with and 
participation in the work of Codex.  The Secretariat informed the Committee that very few RECs in Africa 
currently had observer status in Codex and urged countries to encourage their RECs to gain observer status 
with Codex.  

13. The Observer from Brazil noted that although the Codex Trust Fund was an important instrument to 
assist countries to participate, that it was not the only solution to enhance participation of developing 
countries, but that more importantly, the structure of Codex needed to be re-examined especially with regard 
to the dispersion of Codex meetings and that there was a need for their centralization to be considered. 

Use of Portuguese as Language of Interpretation 

14. The Committee expressed its appreciation for the opportunity to use Portuguese as a language of 
interpretation during the current session, in recognition of its usefulness to enable more participation from 
Portuguese-speaking countries. 

15. The Committee agreed to request the Commission to consider the use of Portuguese for interpretation 
and translation of documents for the next session of the Committee, to allow more participation from 
Portuguese-speaking countries in the Committee. 

Terms of Reference of Regional Coordinating Committees (24th CCGP) 

16. The Committee recalled that its 17th Session had expressed the view that “terms of reference of all 
Coordinating Committees should remain unchanged since there were no imperative reasons that justify the 
proposed amendment” and reconfirmed this view.  

                                                 
2  CX/AFRICA 09/18/2 
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IMPLEMENTATION OF THE STRATEGIC PLAN 2008 - 2013 (Agenda Item 2)3 

Activity 4.5: Promote interdisciplinary coordination at the national and regional level 

Activity 5.4: Strengthen Codex Contact Points and National Codex Committees 

Activity 5.5: Enhancing participation of non-governmental organizations at international, regional and 
national levels 

17. The Committee recalled the request of the 31st Session of the Commission on Activities 4.5, 5.4 and 
5.5.4 

18. In considering this request, information provided by members and observers in response to Part A.2 (i) 
and (ii) and Part C (i) and (ii) of CL 2008/30-AFRICA, was considered. 

19. The Committee noted that most members had implemented some mechanism either through a National 
Codex Committee or similar structure to promote interdisciplinary coordination at national level and that all 
stakeholders including consumer organizations were encouraged to participate, but that several challenges 
remained to strengthen these structures and participation in them. 

20. The Committee agreed that the Strategic Plan for the Coordination of CCAFRICA (see Agenda Item 
4) was a useful tool to strengthen the activities identified under Activities 4.5, 5.4 and 5.5. 

21. The Representative of the African Union informed the Committee of the “Participation of African 
Nations in Sanitary and Phytosanitary Standards-Setting Organizations” Project (PAN-SPSO) funded by the 
European Community and coordinated by the African Union-Interafrican Bureau for Animal Resources 
(AU/IBAR) with its implementation partners, the seven regional economic communities (RECs) on the 
continent.  The Committee noted that one of the aims of the project is to facilitate effective participation of 
African countries in the activities of the OIE, IPPC and Codex (see CRD 13).  

ACTIVITIES OF FAO AND WHO COMPLEMENTARY TO THE WORK OF THE CODEX 
ALIMENTARIUS COMMISSION, INCLUDING CAPACITY BUILDING (Agenda Item 3)5 

22. The Representative of FAO, speaking on behalf of FAO and WHO, informed the Committee of a 
number of capacity building activities and technical and training tools to strengthen food control systems, 
including a good hygienic practices manual for the production and sale of streetfoods in Africa, a risk-based 
inspection manual and the guide on risk analysis for food safety authorities.   

23. The Representative also informed the Committee of recent scientific advice from joint FAO/WHO 
Expert meetings on: (i) use of chlorine in the food production and processing; (ii) Enterobacter sakazakii in 
powdered follow-up formulae; and (iii) WHO’s expert meeting on toxicological aspects of melamine and 
cyanuric acid. The Representative drew the attention of the Committee to two upcoming expert meetings on 
the health risks and health benefits associated with consumption of fish and other seafood, and on the 
possible food safety implications of nanotechnology to food and agriculture ( to be held in June 2009).   

24. The Representative of WHO informed the Committee of global activities on: (i) Guidelines for the 
investigation and control of foodborne diseases; (ii) INFOSAN Network that is an information sharing 
mechanism to alert food safety incidents (e.g. melamine contamination in food) and disseminate technical 
information, and several regional training and capacity building activities (e.g. “Five Keys to Safer Food” for 
education and communication, Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Point system, laboratory-based 
foodborne disease surveillance). The Representative also informed the Committee of a recent WHO initiative 
to estimate the burden of foodborne diseases6.  It was noted that the Codex Trust Fund supported 336 
participants from Africa in 2004-2008. 

                                                 
3  CX/AFRICA 09/18/2-Add.1 and CX/AFRICA 09/18/5 (Replies from Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Mali Senegal, Sierra 
Leone, Zambia and Zimbabwe); CRD 2 (Reply from Morocco); CRD 5 (Reply from Malawi); CRD 6 (Rely from 
Uganda); CRD 8 (Reply from Cameroon); CRD 11 (Reply from Nigeria), CRD 13 (PAN-SPSO Project Presentation by 
the AU/IBAR) 
4  ALINORM 08/31/REP, para141 and  paras 145 - 146 
5  CX/AFRICA 09/18/3 (Part I and Part II), CRD 11 (Comments of Nigeria)  
6 undertaken by Foodborne Disease Burden Epidemiology Group (FERG)  
(http//www. who.int/foodsafety/foodborne_disease/ferg/en/index3.html) 
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25. The Committee noted that the usefulness of INFOSAN was widely acknowledged in particular in the 
context of the recent food safety incident on melamine contamination. To a request that CCMAS  produce a 
reference method for melamine, the Codex Secretariat clarified that this matter could be raised at the 
forthcoming session of CCCF, in which the issue of melamine would be raised and the JECFA Secretariat 
would be providing detail of the recent expert meeting on melamine, or at the forthcoming session of 
CCMAS. 

26. Some delegations, expressing their appreciation to FAO and WHO which provided a number of 
capacity building activities in their countries, wished to be better informed of the mechanisms to access 
technical assistance. The Representative of FAO informed the Committee of the different modalities, and 
advised to refer all initial requests of assistance to the national FAO Representations, clearly underlining the 
priority for the Government, as FAO could only take action upon receipt of official requests. Some other 
delegations requested for more involvement of FAO and WHO local offices in National Codex Committee 
meetings and other food safety related activities.  

27. The Committee reiterated its appreciation to FAO and WHO for their support to building capacity of 
members in the region.  The Committee also welcomed the initiative of FAO with regard to increased food 
safety. 

ACTIVITIES OF THE STDF PROGRAMME IN THE REGION (Agenda Item 3.1)7 

28. The Representative of WTO, referring to CX/AFRICA 09/18/3-Add.1 informed the Committee of 
the aims of the Standards and Trade Development Facility (STDF) and announced that more detailed 
information on the STDF and recent developments in the SPS Committee including an update on the work 
on private standards would be provided during a seminar scheduled to be held during the present session of 
CCAFRICA.  

STRATEGIC PLAN FOR THE COORDINATION OF CCAFRICA (Agenda Item 4)8 

29. The Committee recalled that its 17th Session had adopted the Strategic Plan and had agreed that the 
following would be developed by the Coordinator: 

• regional plan of action 

• appropriate indicators for conducting periodic evaluations 

• mechanisms for reporting achievements through the Coordinator to CCAFRICA 

• proposals for a regional project  

Report by the Coordinator  

30. The Delegation of Ghana as the Coordinator introduced its report on the progress of implementation 
of the strategic plan as outlined in CRD 12.  The Delegation informed the Committee that a draft regional 
plan of action for CCAFRICA had been developed as well as a mechanism for monitoring progress of the 
implementation of the Strategic Plan9.  It was further indicated that a regional project proposal had not been 
developed since the Coordinator was of the view that several projects could stem from the activities in the 
strategic plan. 

                                                 
7  CX/AFRICA 09/18/3-Add.1, CRD 9 (Report by WTO Secretariat on recent developments in the SPS Committee) 
8  CX/AFRICA 08/18/4; CRD 1 (comments from Kenya); CRD 3 (comments from Morocco); CRD 10 (Draft 
Guidelines for the Transfer of CCAFRICA Coordinatorship prepared by Ghana); CRD 11 (comments from Nigeria); 
CRD 12 (Report on Implementation of Strategic Plan prepared by Ghana); CRD 14 (report of in-session Working 
Groups) 
9  CX/AFRICA 09/18/4 
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Priority activities for implementation of the strategic plan 

31. The Committee considered the reports of the two in-session working groups10 (see Item 1) as 
contained in CRD 14 and agreed to all the priority activities identified with minor changes, except for the 
proposal identified under objective 7 (e.g., develop regional guidelines on GM foods) (see Appendix II). 
Among the priority activities for the region, the Committee agreed with the proposal of the Delegation of 
Morocco of the need to elaborate texts on mycotoxins.  However given the short time before the next session 
of the CCCF, Morocco was encouraged to use the chat-room on the CCAFRICA website to exchange 
information on this matter. 

32. The Representative of WHO indicated that the Trust Fund could provide a mechanism for support 
for some of the priority activities identified and that in collaboration with the FAO and WHO would use the 
strategic plan to try and provide tailored assistance to countries. 

33. The Committee acknowledged and extended its appreciation to the Representative of the African 
Union for its offer to provide assistance to the region in the implementation of the strategic plan. 

Annual Report Format11  

34. The Committee discussed Annex II, the proposed format for the annual country reports, that was 
necessary to facilitate analysis of the information by the Coordinator and made the following observations 
and changes: 

Title   

35. The committee agreed to amend the title of the document to accurately reflect its intent.   

Main body 

36. Under subsection “b”, it was agreed to also request for information on the source of funding for 
participation in Codex meetings and to include “constraints” in subsection “h”.  A new part on conclusions 
and recommendations was added as a new section 5. 

37. With these changes, the Committee adopted the format for annual country reports (see Appendix 
III).   

Guidelines for the transfer of Coordinatorship12 

38. The Committee adopted the guidelines as proposed by the Coordinator (Appendix IV). It was 
clarified that this document would be for internal use by the Committee. The Committee acknowledged the 
offer from AU to provide financial assistance in the implementation of these guidelines. 

Other matters 

39. The Committee was informed that the Coordinator had executed a project in order to undertake a 
situation analysis of the region’s Codex activities and infrastructure; to investigate the reasons for the non-
use or underutilization of the CCAFRICA website; to identify and prioritize regional needs in matters of 
food safety standard setting; and to develop a database of experts/specialists, amongst others. Full details of 
the outcomes and recommendations can be found in the report of the project on the CCAFRICA website. 

40. One of the key outcomes of the project was the redevelopment of the CCAFRICA website 
(www.codexafrica.org) which contained a number of features to enhance information sharing and 
communication within countries of the region. 

41. The Committee expressed its appreciation to the Coordinator for the redeveloped website.  A 
delegation, while acknowledging the usefulness of the website, cautioned about the difficulties for some 
countries of region to make optimum use of the website due to poor infrastructural capacity.  The Committee 

                                                 
10  English in-session working group led by Ghana with assistance from Botswana, Ethiopia, Gambia, Kenya, Lesotho, 
Liberia, Malawi, Nigeria, South Africa, Swaziland, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia, Vice Chairperson of the Codex 
Alimentarius Commission, WHO and Observer from United States of America. 
French in-session working group led by Cameroon with assistance from Benin, Burundi, Central Africa Republic, Cote 
d’ Ivoire, Democratic Republic of Congo, Gabon, Guinea, Madagascar, Mali, Morocco, FAO, WHO and Observer from 
Brazil. 
11  CX/AFRICA 09/18/4  
12  CRD 10 (Draft Guidelines for the Transfer of Coordinatorship prepared by Ghana) 
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also discussed the sustained maintenance of the website especially during change in coordinatorship.  The 
Committee agreed to explore the option of having a permanent host for the website and acknowledged the 
offer from the Representative of the African Union to host, manage, and maintain the website. 

INFORMATION ON NATIONAL FOOD CONTROL SYSTEMS AND CONSUMER 
PARTICIPATION IN FOOD STANDARDS SETTING (Agenda Item 5)13 

42. The Committee was informed of national food control systems and consumer participation in food 
standard setting on the basis of the written submissions in reply to Circular Letter (CL 2008/30-AFRICA, 
Part A). 

43. The Committee noted the recent developments and improvement of the national food control system 
in some countries, while in some other countries, national food law was being developed or reviewed and 
that there was a need for human and financial resources for food control, legislation and regulation on food 
safety and quality, including laboratory capacity for inspection purposes. Several delegations however 
reported that some food control systems remained fragmented resulting in overlapping, duplication and 
inefficient use of resources.  

44. The Committee also noted that in some countries there was high awareness of consumer 
participation in food standard setting. However in other countries there was still the need for more 
involvement of consumers and other stakeholders in this process. 

45. The Vice-chairperson of the Commission, noting the usefulness of sharing information on the issue 
of national food control systems, and consumer participation under this Agenda Item, proposed that the 
Committee discuss how best to use this type of information. The Vice-chairperson suggested that this be 
linked to the implementation of the Strategic Plan for CCAFRICA (Item 4) and that in future a system be 
developed to analyze this information so that areas of concern could be identified.   

USE OF CODEX STANDARDS AT NATIONAL AND REGIONAL LEVEL (Agenda Item 6)14 

46. The Committee recalled that the Executive Committee had agreed to add this new standing agenda 
item to regional Coordinating Committees, following the decision of the Commission to abolish the 
acceptance procedure of Codex Standards, in order to collect information on how Codex standards and 
related texts were used at national and regional level. 

47. The Committee noted the information contained in written submissions in response to Circular Letter 
(CL 2008/30-AFRICA, Part B) or presented during the session. In particular, the Committee noted that many 
countries based their national food standards / regulations on Codex standards or used them as reference.  
Similarly, several regional economic communities were developing regional standards based on Codex 
standards to ensure harmonization of standards across the relevant regions. 

48. Some countries endeavoured to use scientific evidence from other sources in developing or 
reviewing their food standards in the absence of Codex standards.    

49. Several difficulties encountered in the use or application of Codex standards were highlighted, in 
particular, the interpretation of some standards and the lack of microbiological specifications or levels for 
chemicals (e.g. contaminants). It was clarified that in view of the risk analysis approach in the development 
of Codex standards, the development of microbiological specifications or setting of maximum limits were 
dependent on risk assessments provided by expert bodies such as JEMRA and JECFA, amongst others, and 
that these processes took time and were dependent on the provision of data.    

                                                 
13  CX/AFRICA 09/18/5 (information submitted from Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Mali, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Zambia 
and Zimbabwe), Circular Letter (CL 2008/30- AFRICA (Part A), CRD 2 (information from Morocco), CRD 5 
(information from Malawi), CRD 6 (information from Uganda), CRD 14 (information from Angola, Benin, Burundi, 
Côte d Ivoire, Democratic Republic of Congo, Guinea, Lesotho, Liberia, Madagascar, Nigeria, South Africa, Swaziland 
and Tanzania) 
14  CX/AFRICA 09/18/6 (information submitted from Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Mali, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Zambia 
and Zimbabwe), Circular Letter (CL 2008/30- AFRICA (Part B), CRD 2 (information from Morocco), CRD 5 
(information from Malawi), CRD 6 (information from Uganda); CRD 7 (information from Rwanda), CRD 8 
(Information from Cameroon), CRD 15 (information from Angola, Benin, Burundi, Côte d’ Ivoire, D. R. Congo, 
Gambia, Guinea, Lesotho, Liberia, Nigeria, South Africa, Swaziland and Tanzania) 
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50. Members also informed the Committee that despite harmonization of national standards or 
regulations with Codex standards, some countries still faced difficulties in accessing certain markets due to 
the imposition of standards by importing countries that were more stringent than Codex standards, and in 
particular, the proliferation of private standards was highlighted. 

51. The Committee further noted that despite countries having adopted Codex standards in their 
regulations, enforcement and implementation of those regulations remained a challenge, due to lack of 
human and financial resources.  

52. The Vice-Chairperson of the Commission, noting the difficulty in application of Codex standards, in 
particular, in small or medium-sized enterprises, urged a need for analysis of the situation aimed at 
identifying areas and subjects that required further assistance from FAO and WHO to build capacity in 
member countries. 

NUTRITIONAL ISSUES WITHIN THE REGION (Agenda Item 7)15 

53. The Committee recalled that this matter had been placed on the Agenda based on the recommendation 
of the 61st Session of the Executive Committee of the Codex Alimentarius Commission. 

54. Many Delegations expressed their appreciation for the inclusion of this item on the agenda as 
nutrition-related matters remained a challenge to many countries of the region and unless these matters were 
addressed, the UN Millennium Development Goals (MDG) might not be met.  

55. The Representatives of the WHO and FAO highlighted some of the activities of their respective 
organizations in the region, in particular, work done in the field food security and nutrition, salt iodation, the 
integration of nutrition in HIV/AIDS control programmes, food composition information, micronutrient 
deficiencies (Vitamin A and iodine deficiency) and complementary foods. 

56. The Representative of WHO informed the Committee of the important role of WHO in relation to the 
implementation of Strategic Objective 9 (Nutrition/Food Safety to address health problems in relation to 
malnutrition and unsafe food). 

57. Several delegations shared information about the nutrition status in their countries, in particular, 
problems relating to vitamin A deficiency, lifestyle diseases, malnutrition especially amongst infants and 
young children and the programmes being implemented to address these problems (fortification of staple 
foods, mandatory salt iodation and adoption of the WHO International Code of Marketing of Breast-milk 
Substitutes).  

58. The use of Codex standards in relation to nutrition labelling and nutrition claims was noted as well as 
the difficulties experienced in the evaluation and assessment of nutrition claims.  A Delegation informed the 
Committee of developments to establish a health products regulatory agency to review claims of health 
products in their country. 

59. The difficulties experienced with the marketing of foods with low nutritional value needed to be 
addressed.  It was noted that consumer awareness and education was especially important to assist 
consumers in making healthy diet choices. 

60. The Committee recognized the work undertaken by Codex to address the implementation of the WHO 
Global Strategy on Diet, Physical Activity and Health. Members were urged to participate in the Committee 
on Food Labelling and the Committee on Nutrition and Foods for Special Dietary Uses to ensure that 
challenges faced by countries in the region were being addressed. 

NOMINATION OF THE COORDINATOR (Agenda Item 8)16 

61. On the proposal by the Delegation of Zambia, the Committee unanimously agreed to recommend to 
the 32nd Session of the Codex Alimentarius Commission that Ghana be reappointed Coordinator for Africa.  
The Committee expressed its appreciation to Ghana for the excellent work done during its first term as 
Coordinator. 

                                                 
15  CX/AFRICA 09/18/7, CRD 2 (information from Morocco), CRD 5 (information from Malawi), CRD 6 
(information from Uganda); CRD 8 (information from Cameroon). 
16  CX/AFRICA 09/18/8 
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OTHER BUSINESS AND FUTURE WORK (Agenda Item 9)17 

62. When adopting the provisional agenda the Committee had agreed to add a number of issues for 
information under this item (see para. 4). 

Product Labelling 

63. The Delegation of Nigeria referring to its submission in CRD11 informed the Committee that its 
national food labelling regulations did not permit the inscription of: For Export Trade.  The Committee 
noted that this was to ensure that products destined for the Nigerian market were of the same quality and 
safety standards as those offered for free sale in the country of origin of the product. 

Methods for the Detection and Identification of Foods Derived from Biotechnology and  
Labelling of Genetically Modified Foods 

64. The Committee noted that both issues would be discussed at the forthcoming sessions of the 
Committees on Methods of Analysis and Sampling and Food Labelling, respectively.  The Committee was 
informed that the Proposed Draft Criteria for the Methods for the Detection and Identification of Foods 
Derived from Biotechnology had been circulated for comments. 

Traceability 

65. The Committee was informed that at the recently held 17th Session of the Committee on Food 
Inspection and Certification Systems (CCFICS), a discussion paper on development of guidelines for 
traceability/product tracing (check French) in the context of food import and export inspection and 
certification systems had been discussed and that that Committee had agreed to request the 32nd Session of 
the Commission to request Coordinating Committees to discuss whether there was a need for further 
guidance on traceability/product tracing.  

Code of Ethics for International Trade in Food 

66. The Committee noted that this matter was under discussion in the Committee on General Principles. 

Proliferation of Private Standards 

67. The Committee noted that the Codex Secretariat continued to monitor the discussions on private 
standards in the SPS Committee in which Codex had observer status and that the matter would be discussed 
at the next 62nd Session of the Executive Committee of the Codex Alimentarius Commission. 

Other matters 

68. The Observer of the African Union informed the Committee of the forthcoming Better Training for 
Safer Food in Africa and the High Level Conference scheduled for 30 March – 2 April 2009 in Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia.  The Observer encouraged the chairperson of the Coordinating Committee to participate in this 
event.    

DATE AND PLACE OF NEXT SESSION OF THE COMMITTEE (Agenda Item 10) 

69. The Coordinating Committee was informed that its 19th Session would be held in approximately two 
years time (2011) and that the exact date and venue would be communicated to Members at a later stage, on 
the basis of consultation between the Coordinator to be appointed by the 32nd Session of the Codex 
Alimentarius Commission and the Codex Secretariat. 
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Mr Ebenezer Kofi ESSEL 
Senior Regulatory Officer 
Ag. Head, Food Inspectorate Dept. 
Food and Drugs Board 
P.O. Box CT 2783 
Cantonments  
Accra 
Tel.:+233 244655943 
Email: kooduntu@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Ms Gloria ASUM-KWARTENG 
Assistant Regulatory Officer 
Food & Drugs Board 
P.O. Box CT 2783 
Cantonments 
Accra. 
Telephone :+233 242649156 
Email akosuakwarteng@yahoo.com 
Ms Marian GATIBA 
Assistant Regulatory Officer 
Food & Drugs Board 
P.O. Box CT 2783 
Cantonments 
Accra. 
Telephone:+233-21 2463089611 
Email magat12001@yahoo.com  
 
Mr Andrew Yao AGBOVE 
Magvlyn Industries Limited 
P.O. Box 0413 
Osu – Accra 
Telephone: +233-21 285328253 
Email andy.agbove@mobik-wateroonline.com 
 
Mr Abubakar SALIA 
University Science & Technology 
P.O. Box KN 510 
Kumasi 
Tel.:+0247960450 
Email: salleasu2008@yahoo.com 
 
Mr Kareem DAARI 
Lecturer/HOD Community Nutrition 
University for Development Studies (UDS) 
Tamale 
Tel.:+233-24-3216314 
Email: kareemdaari@yahoo.com 

Mr Salia ABUBAKAR 
Secretary, Students Representative Council 
Kwame Nkrumah University of Science & 
Technology 
P. O. Box 510 
Kumasi 
Tel.: +233 24 79 60450 
Email: saleabu2008@yahoo.com 
 
Mrs Gloria Aba ARYEE 
Food Regulatory Officer 
Food & Drugs Board 
P.O. Box CT 2783 
Cantonments  
Accra 
Tel.:+233-243089522 
Email: ampaabagh@yahoo.com 
 
Dr Nicholas A. De HEER 
Consultant in Public Health Medicine &Nutrition  
Former Vice Chairman Joint FA)/WHO Codex  
Alimentarius Commission (1969-72) 
P. O. Box KD 385 
Kanda, Accra 
Telephone: +233 21 77 6627 
 
Mr Jonathan Akwei PAPPOE 
Assistant Regulatory Officer 
Food and Drugs Board 
P.O. Box CT 2783 
Cantonments 
Accra 
Tel.: +233-243602601 
Email: jonathanakweipappoe@yahoo.com  
 
Ms Lynessa OBO-BOTCHWEY 
Regulatory Affairs Officer 
Accra Brewery Limited 
Accra 
Telephone:+233-208467824 
Email lynessaobo@gmail.com 
 
Ms Maria LOVELACE-JOHNSON 
Head, Food Safety Management Unit 
Food and Drugs Board 
P.O. Box CT 2783 
Accra. 
Tel.: +233 208115619 
Email: mariluv2004@hotmail  
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Ms Maureen LARTEY 
Snr. Regulatory Officer 
Food & Drugs Board 
P.O. Box CT 2783 
Cantonments 
Accra. 
Tel.: +233-244673336 
Email: naadeilartey@yahoo.com 
 
Mr Isaac ACQUAH 
Research Assistant 
University of Ghana 
P. O. Box MP 214 
Mamprobi 
Accra 
Tel.: +233 243515436 
 
Ms Golda Elorm KUDALOR 
Teaching Assistant 
Department of Nutrition and Food Science 
University of Ghana 
Legon 
P. O. Box CE 11945 
Tema 
Tel.: +233 249172313 
Email: ulorm@yahoo.co.uk  
 
GUINEA / GUINEE 
 
Mr Mamadou Saidou DIALLO 
Directeur Général Adjoint 
Institut Guinéen de Normalisation et de  
Metrologie (IGMM) 
Conackry 
Tel.: +00224 60723016/64360409 
Email: diallobs@yahoo.fr 
 
Mr Mamadou Pathé DEING 
Regulatory and Scientific Affairs manager 
Nestle Guinea 
National Codex Committee 
4109  
Conakry 
Tel.: +224 63 35 57 21 
Email Mamadou-Pathe.Deing@gn.com 

GUINEA BISSAU/GUINEE-BISSAU 
 
Mr Injia Julio MALAM 
Directeur de Service de la Protection  
Vegetaux/Point Focal de Comité National du Codex 
Alimentarius 
Ministère de l'Agriculture et Development Rural 
B. P. 71 
Bissau 
Tel.: 00245 662 11 82 
Fax: 00245 322 10 19 
Email: julioinjai@hotmail.com 
 
KENYA 
 
Mrs Eva Adega ODUOR 
Director-Standard and International Trade  
Division 
Kenya Bureau of Standards 
P.O Box 54914 00200  
Nairobi 
Tel.: +254 02 605490 
Fax: +254 02 609660/604031 
Email: info@kebs.org/ 
oduore@yahoo.com/odoure@kebs.org 
 
Ms Alice Okelo ONYANGO 
Manager-National Codex Department (NCCP) 
Kenya Bureau of Standards  
Box 549 74, 00200 
Nairobi 
Tel.: +254 020 605 490 
Fax: +254 020 609660/604031 
Email: info@kebs.org; akothe@kebs.org;  
            akothe@kebs.org; 
            johnogweno1991@yahoo.com 
 
Mrs Sahara Sheikh ALI 
Public Health Officer 
Ministry of Public Health and Sanitation 
P. O. Box 30016-00100 
Nairobi 
Tel.: +254 2717077 
Fax: +254 2710055 
Email zash06@yahoo.com 
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Dr Rhonest NTAYIA 
Head, Quality Assurance and Food Safety 
Kenya Plant Health Inspectorate Services (KEPHIS) 
P. O. Box 49592 00100 
Nairobi 
Tel: +254 20 3536171 
Fax: +254 20 9536175 
Email: rntayia@kephis.org 
 
LESOTHO 
 
Dr Masekonyela SEBOTSA 
Director  
Food and Nutrition Coordinating Office 
Private Bag A78 
Maseru 
Tel.: +266 22 323 716 
Fax: +266 22 322179 
Email: sebotsa@ananzi.co.za 
 
LIBERIA 
 
Prof Moses P. ROBERTS Snr. 
Assistant Minister for Industry 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry 
Monrovia, Liberia 
Tel.: 231 64 07 229 
Email: gbagiya@yahoo.com 
 
MADAGASCAR 
 
Mr Francis Hervé RAKOTONDRAVONY 
Chimiste 
Laboratoire de Contrôle des Pesticides 
Président du Comité National du Codex 
Alimentarius 
BP 1042 Nanisana 
Antananarivo – 101 
Tel.: +261 20 2240209/+ 261 32 02 58 88 6 
Email : spcplabo@moov.mg 
 
MALAWI 
 
Mr Fred SIKWESE| 
Director – Standards Development 
Malawi Bureau of Standards 
P.O. Box 946 
Blantyre 
Tel.: +265 8534221 
Fax: +265 1 870 756 
Email; fsikwese@mbsmw.org   
 

Mr Friday NJAYA 
Chief Fisheries Officer Planning 
Fisheries Department 
Ministry of Agriculture & Food Security 
P.O. Box 593 
Lilongwe 
Tel.: + 265 1788103 
Email: njaya@sdnp.org.min 
 
Mrs Esnat MSISKA  
Environmental Health Officer 
Lilongwe City Assembly (Malawi) 
P.O. Box 30396, Lilongwe 3  
Malawi 
Tel.:+2651 773144/2659303374 
Email: esnatmsiska@yahoo.com  
 
MALI 
 
Mr Toure OUSMANE  
Directeur Général de l’Agence Nationale de la  
Ministére de la Santé  
Quartier du Fleuve, Centre Commercial, Rue 305,  
B.P E 2362 
Bamako 
Tel.: +223 20 22 0754/20230183 
Fax: + 223 20 22 07 47 
Email: oussou_toure@hotmail.com 
 
Dr Mohamed DIARRA 
Regulatory & Scientific Affairs Manager 
Neslé Raco 
Neslé Raco Société de Represéntation S. A.  
Bureau de liaison du Mali 
BPE : 3414-Bamako 
Tel.: +223 2021 01 53 
Fax: +223 2021 15 80 
Email Mohamed.Diarra@ml.nestle.com 
 
Dr Sekouba KEITA 
Chef de Division Appui Scientifique et Technique a 
L’Elaboration de la Réglementation/Documentation 
Direction générale de l’Agence nationale de la 
Sécurité sanitaire des aliments 
Bamako 
Tel.: + 223 229 04 08 
Fax: + 223 222 07 47 
Email : sekokake@yahoo.fr 
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Mr Mahmoud Abdoul CAMARA 
Chargé du Secretariat du Codex du Service 
Central de Liaison du Codex pour le Mali/Agence 
Nationale de la Sécurité des Aliments 
Ministere de la Santé/Agence Nationale de la Sécurité 
Sanitaire des Aliments 
Quartier du fleuve, Centre Commercial 
Rue 305, BP E2362  
Bamako 
Fax: (223) 20 22 07 47 
Email: camara27@hotmail.com 
 
Mr Samounou BADOU 
President REDECOMA (Mali) 
REDECOMA 
B 7006 Bamako  
Tel.: +00223-20-20-5478/66791393 
Email: neonecoma2002@yahoo.fr  
 
MOROCCO/MAROC/MARRUECOS 
 
Mrs Bardach JEMAA 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Av. Hassan II Station Dbagh 
DPVCTRF BP 1308 
Rabat 
Tel.: + 21237298150 
Email: barbachj@yahoo.frcnc_ma@yahoo.fr 
 
NIGER 
 
Mr Dioffo Alahouynouma SALOU 
Nutritionniste 
Direction de la Nutrition au Ministere de la Santé 
Publique 
BP 623  
Niamey 
Tel.: +227 96 566866 
Fax: +227 20 733570 
Email: dioffosalou@yahoo.fr 
 
NIGERIA 
 
Mr John Chukwuemeka URUAKPA 
Assistant Chief Scientific Officer (Food Safety)   
Federal Ministry of Health 
Tel.: 08057990063 
Email: juruakpa@yahoo.com 

Mr Nuhu Adamu KILISHI 
Assistant Chief Agric Officer 
National Food Reserve Agency (NFRA) 
Fed. Min. of Agriculture 
Abuja 
Tel.: 08055937101 
Fax: 08035916885 
Email: nakilishi@yahoo.co.uk  
 
Dr Yaya OLANIRAN 
Permanent Representative to FAO 
Federal Government of Nigeria 
Embassy of Nigeria 
Via Cassiodoro2/C 
00193 Rome 
Italy 
Tel.: +39 066896093 
Fax: +39 066877840 
Email: nigeriapermrep@email.com 
 
Mrs Jane O. OMOJOKUN 
Deputy Director 
National Agency for Food & Drug Administration & 
Control (NAFDAC) 
¾ Oshodi-Apapa Exessway 
Lagos  
Tel.: +2348033338184/+23414772453 
Email: janeomojokun@yahoo.com 
 
Mr Abimbola Opeyemi ADEGBOYE 
Assistant Chief Regulaory Officer 
National Agency for Food & Drug Administration & 
Control (NAFDAC) 
¾ Oshodi-Apapa Expressway  
Lagos 
Tel.: +234805 3170810 
Email: bimbostica@yahoo.com 
 
Mr Fred Nduka CHIAZOR 
Scientific & Regulatory Affairs Manager 
Coca-Cola Nigeria Ltd. 
16, Gerrard Road, Ikoyi 
Lagos 
Tel.: +2348035352226 
Email: fchiazor@afr.ko.com 
 
Mrs Margaret OLELE 
GM-Marketing/Public Relations 
West African Seasoning Com. Ltd. 
37 Creek Road Apapa 
Lagos 
Tel.: +017769603 
Email: magaretolele@gmail.com 
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Mr Abiola KOMOLAFE 
Deputy Director 
Standards Organization of Nigeria 
14, MISSOURI STREET, Maitama District 
Abuja 
Tel.: +2348023288411 
Email: abikomos@yahoo.com 

 
Mrs Y.E.M. AKINLABI 
Chief Standards Officer 
Standards Organization of Nigeria 
14, Victoria Arobieke St 
Tekki Phase I 
Lagos 
Telephone: +2348033139563 
Email yeside_makinlabi@yahoo.co.uk  
  
Dr Olusola A. FAKANKUN 
Scientific & Regulatory Affairs Manager 
Nestle Nigeria PLC 
P.M.B. 21164 
Ikeja 
Lagos, Nigera 
Telephone: + 2348034020242 
Email olnsola.fakankun@ng.nestle.com 
 
Mrs Veronica Nkechi EZEH 
Chief Scientific Officer 
National Biotechnology Dev. Agency 
Nigeria 
16 Dunukofia St. (Former CAC Office) 
Area 11 Garki 
Abuja – Nigeria 
Tel.: + 2348033134729 
Email: nkhuuu@yahoo.com  
 
Mr Njoku Louis OKECHUKWU 
Deputy Director 
Standards Organisation of Nigeria 
52 Lome Cresent, Wuse Zone 7  
Abuja 
Tel.: + 2348023258335 
Email: lonjoku@yahoo.com  
 
RWANDA 
 
Prof Anastase KIMONYO 
Director General 
Rwanda Bureau of Standards 
P.O. Box 7099 
Kigali 
Tel.: +00250-788808023 
Email: kimomyo@rbs.org.rw  

SENEGAL/SÉNÉGAL 
 
Mr Diakhaidia DIARRA 
Nutritionniste Coordinateur 
Comité National du Codex  
Division de l’Alimentation, de la Nutrition et de La 
Survie de l’Enfant (Danse) 
Ministère de la Santé et de la Prévention Médicale 
BP 10604 Dakar Liberté 
Tel.: +221 776383456 
Fax: +221 825 08 49 
Email: diakhay53@yahoo.fr 
 
Ms Khady DIA 
Regulatory &Scientific Affairs Manager 
Nestle Senegal 
KM 14 Route De Rufisque BP 796 
Dakar  
Tel.: + 221 77 562 18 83/+221338398300 
Fax: + 221 33 834 17 02 
Email: khady.dia@nestle.com 
 
SIERRA LEONE 
 
Ms Sylvetta SCOTT 
Charman National Codex Committee/ 
Programme Manager food & Nutrition 
Ministry of Health and Sanitation 
Room E403,  
4th Floor Youyi Building, Brookfields 
Freetown 
Tel.: +076622705 
Email: omoscott@hotmail.com 
 
SOUTH AFRICA/AFRIQUE DU 
SUD/SUDAFRICA 
 
Mr Malose Daniel MATLALA 
Deputy Director 
Inter-agency & Regulatory Nutrition  
National Codex Contact Point 
Department of Health 
Private bag X828 
Pretoria 0001 
Tel.: +27 12 3120158 
Fax: +27 12 3123162/3180 
Email: CACPSA@health.gov.za 
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Ms Shirley DU PLESSIS 
Senior Medical Natural Scientist 
Department of Health  
Private Bag X828 
0001, Pretoria 
Tel.: +2712 312 0132 
Fax: +2712 312 3162 
Email dupless@health.gov.za 
 
Mr Albert SMITH 
Deputy Director: Food Safety & Quality  
Assurance 
Department of Agriculture 
Private Bag X5015, Stellenbosch, 7599 
Cape Town 
Tel.: +27 21 809 1718 
Fax: +27 21 887 0036 
Email  AlbertS@nda.agric.za 
 
Mr France MAHLANGU 
Assistant Director: Food Safety & Quality Assurance 
Department of Agriculture 
Private Bag X343 
0001Pretoria 
Tel.: +27 12 319 7894 
Fax: +27 12 319 7893 
Email: FranceM@nda.agric.za 
 
Mr Deon Charles JACOBS 
Principal Inspector 
National Regulator for Compulsory Specifications 
(NRCS) 
14 Railway Road, Montgue Gardens 
P. O. Box 36558, Chempet, 7442 
Cape Town 
Tel.: +27 021 526 3400 
Fax: +27 021 526 3451 
Email: JACOBSDC@NRCS.ORG.ZA 
 
Mrs Penelope CAMPBELL 
Deputy Director: Food Control 
Department of Health 
Private Bag X828 
0001 Pretoria 
Tel.: +27 12 312 0159 
Fax: +27 12 312 3162/3180 
Email campbp@health.gov.za 

Mr Simtholile MTHEMBU 
Regulatory Affairs Specialist 
Nestle (South Africa) (Pty) Limited 
International Non- Governmental Organization 
P. O. Box 50616 
Randburg, 2125 
Tel.: +27 118896887 
Fax: +27 118896036 
Email: simttholile.mthembu@za.nestle.com 
 
SWAZILAND - SWAZILANDIA 
 
Ms Dudu DUBE 
Snr. Health Inspector 
Ministry of Health 
P.O. Box 5 
Mbabane 
Swaziland 
Tel.: +268 6629280 
Email: duduzdube@yhaoo.co.uk 
 
UNITED REP. TANZANIA/TANZANIE, 
REPUBLIQUE-UNIE DE/TANZANIA, 
REPUBLICA UNIDA DE 
 
Dr Claude John Shara MOSHA 
Chief Standards Officer (Food/ Feed Safety & 
Quality) 
Tanzania Bureau Of Standards 
P.O Box 9524 Dar Es Salaam 
Tel.: +255 713 32 44 95 
Fax: +255 22 245 09 59 
Email: cjsmoshar@yahoo.co.uk; 
claude.mosha@tbs.or.tz 
 
Mr Raymond Nicholaus WIGENGE 
Ag. Director Food Safety 
Tanzania Food & Drugs Authority 
P.O. Box 77150 
Dar-Es-Salaam 
Tel.: + 255-22-2450512/255754286094 
Email raywigenge@yahoo.com 
 



ALINORM 09/32/28-Appendix I 24 

TOGO 
 
Dr Kazia TCHALA  
Togo Contact Point 
ITRA 
P.O. Box 1163 
Lome – Togo 
Tel.: +002289023325 
Fax: +002282251559 
Email kadziatchala@yahoo.com 
codextogo@yahoo.fr 
 
Mr Nayo ANKOU WILLIM 
Chief Hygiene and Sanitation 
Ministry of Health 
13 B.P. 221 
Lome Agoe 
Tel.:+00228-2210907/9084765 
Email: awinayo@yahoo.fr 
 
UGANDA/OUGANDA 
Mr Benon KYOKWIJUKA 
Ministry of Agriculture, Animal Industry fishers 
Box 102 Entebbe 
Tel.: + (256) 41 32 0578  
Email: benonkyokwijuka@yahoo.com 
 
Ms Kabirisi HOPE  
Special Presidential Assistant (Sci. &Tech.) 
State House 
Uganda 
Tel.: +256 772 50 56 46 ; +256414234522 (0) 
Fax: +256 41 43 43 272 
Email: kabirisih@yahoo.co.uk 
 
ZAMBIA/ZAMBIE 
 
Mr Delphin M. KINKESE 
Chief Environmental Health Officer  
Food Safety & Occupational Health 
Ministry of Health 
P.O. Box 30205 
Lusaka 
Tel.: + 260978740497 
Email: donkinkese@gmail.com 
 

OBSERVER COUNTRIES 
PAYS OBSERVATEURS 
PAÍSES OBSERVADORES 
 
ALGERIA/ALGERIE 
 
Mr Noreddine HARIDI 
Chief Inspector of Quality  
Ministry of Trade (ALGERIA) 
Zerhouni Mokhtar EL-Mohamadia  
(Er.la Bannamise) 
Tel.: 0021321890589/0021321890034 
Email: hn-hour@hotmail.com  
 
EGYPT/EGYPTE/EGIPTO 
 
Mr Ahmed A GABALLA 
Scientific & Regulatory Affairs Manager 
Atlantic Industries 
Atlantic Industria, Free Zone, Nasr city, Cairo 
Tel.: + 202 271 88 20 
Email: agaballa@mena.ko.com 
 
SUDAN/SOUDAN 
 
Mr Abbas Siddig EL FADIL 
Director of Regional Training Center for Meat 
Hygiene 
Ministry of Animal Resources 
Tel.: 0185 20 05 50  
Fax: 01 85 20 05 02 
 
Dr Elfadol Elobeid. M. ALI 
Director of Environmental Health and Food Control 
Administration 
Federal ministry of Health  
Sudan Khatoum 
P.O. Box 303 
Khartoum 
Tel.: +00249915595636 
Email: fadolobeid@yahoo.com 
 
BRAZIL/BRÉSIL/BRASIL 
 
Mr Felipe Haddock Lobo GOULART 
Second Secretary 
Ministry of External Relations of  
Brazil/Permanent Representation of Brazil to FAO 
Via Santa Maria Dell’Animt 00186 
Tel.: 39066789353 
Email: fgovlart@brafao.it  
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA/ 
ETATS-UNIES D’AMERIQUE/ESTADOS 
UNIDOS DE AMERICA 
 
MR Paulo ALMEIDA 
Assistant Manager 
U.S. Codex Office 
Washington, DC 
United States of America 
Tel.: +202 690 4042 
Fax No.: +120227203157 
Email: Paulo.almeida@fsis.usda.gov 
 
Ms Renee HANCHER 
Standards Coordinator 
Market Access and Compliance 
U.S. Dept of Commerce 
International Trade Administration 
1401 Constitution Avenue 
Room 3029-b 
Washington, D.C. 20230 
U.S.A 
Tel.: +2024823493 
Fax: +2024825939 
Email Renee.Hancher@mail.doc.gov 
 
Ms Karen BURESS 
Senior International Trade Specialist 
U.S. Department of Commerce 
International Trade Administration, Office of Africa 
1401 Constitution Avenue, Room 2037 
Washington, DC 2030 
Tel.: +2024824484 
Email: Karen_buress@ita.doc.gov  
 
UNITED NATIONAS AND SPECIALIZED 
AGENCIES/NATIONS UNIES ET 
INSTITUTIONS SPÉCIALISÉES/NACIONES 
UNIDAS Y ORGANISMOS ESPECIALIZADOS 
 
WORLD TRADE 
ORGANISATION/ORGANISATION 
MONDIALE DU 
COMMERCE/ORGANIZACIÓN MUNDIAL 
DEL COMERCIO 
Mr Panos ANTONAKAKIS  
Economist 
WTO 
154 rue de Lausanne 
1211 Geneva 
Switzerland 
Tel.: +4122 7395644 
Email: panos.antonabakis@wto.org 

INTERNATIONAL GOVERNMENTAL 
ORGANIZATIONS/ ORGANISATIONS 
INTERGOUVERNEMENTALES / 
ORGANIZACIONES GUBERNAMENTALES 
INTERNACIONALES 
 
AFRICAN UNION 
 
Dr Medhat EL-HELEPI 
Economist and Project Coordinator 
AU Interafrican Bureau for Animal Resources 
(AU/IBAR) 
Kenindia Business Park Building, Museum Hill, 
Westlands Road 
P. O. Box 30786-00100 
Nairobi, Kenya 
Tel.: +254 20 3674 203,  
+254 20 3674 000, +254 0736161034 
Fax: +254 20 3674 341 
E-mail: medhat.elhelepi@au-ibar.org, 
medhat.magdi@gmail.com 
 
Dr Sarah A.H. OLEMBO 
Snr. Policy Officer  
Agricultural Health & Food Safety 
African Union Commission 
P.O. Box 3243 
Addis Ababa 
Ethiopia 
Tel.:+ 251-0911-541574 
Email: ahono_olemboh@gmail.com 
 
INTERNATIONAL NON-GOVERNMENTAL 
ORGANIZATIONS/ 
ORGANISATIONS NON-
GOUVERNEMENTALES INTERNATIONALES 
 
INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF BEVERAGES 
ASSOCIATION 
 
Mrs Jemimah MAMBALA  
Coca-Cola East Central Africa 
PO Box 30134 
Nairobi – 00100 
Kenya 
Tel.: 3253518 
Email: jmambala@afr.ko.com 
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Ms Sibongile CHIUMYA 
Coca-Cola South Africa 
9 Juction Avenue 
Parktown 2193 
PO. Box  9999 
Johannesburg 2000 
South Africa 
Tel.: +27 11 644 05 44 
Email: schiumya@afr.ko.com 
 
Mr Jean Paul ARNAUD 
The Coca-Cola Company 
One Coca Cola Plaza – NAT340 
30313 Atlanta-GA 
U.S.A. 
Tel.: + 1.404-616-7233 
Email: jarnaud@na.ko.com 
 
INDUSTRY COUNCIL FOR 
DEVELOPMENT/CONSEIL DE 
COOPÉRATION INDUSTRIELLE POUR LE 
DÉVELOPPEMENT/CONSEJO DE 
COOPERACIÓN INDUSTRIAL PARA EL 
DESARROLLO  

 
Mr Benjamin Kumah MINTAH 
ICD Associate 
ICD-UGL Food Safety & Nutrition 
Training Centre 
Department of Nurition & food Science 
University of Ghana, Legon 
Accra, Ghana 
Tel.: +233-24-4713963 
Email: icdugl@ug.edu.gh; 
industrycouncil@btinternet.com 
 
VICE CHAIRPERSON OF THE CODEX 
ALIMENTARIUS COMMISSION 
 
Dr Ben MANYINDO 
Deputy Executive Director – Technical  
Uganda National Bureau of Standards 
M 217 Nakawa Industrial Area  
P.O. Box 6329 
Kampala 
Uganda 
Tel.: +256 772 51 68 48 
Fax: +256 414 286 123 
Email: ben.manyindo@unbs.go.ug 
 

FAO 
 
Ms Catherine BESSY 
Nutrition Officer 
Nutrition and Consumer Protection Division 
Food and Agriculture Organization  
Via delle Terme di Caracalla 
00153 Rome 
Italy 
Tel.: +39 06 5705 3679 
Fax: +39 06 5705 4593 
Email: catherine.bessy@fao.org 
 
Dr Cheikh NDIAYE 
Senior Food and Nutrition Officer  
Regional Office for Africa 
FAO Building  
Gamel Abdul Nasseer 
P O Box 1628 Accra 
Ghana 
Tel.: + 233 21 701 09 43 
Email: cheikh.ndiaye@fao.org 
 
Mr Georges CODJIA 
Food and Nutrition Officer 
Sub Regional Office for Southern and East Africa 
6th and 11th Floor Old Mutual Centre 
CNR. Jason Moyo Avenue/3rd Street 
Harare 
Zimbabwe 
Tel.: + 263 4 253 248 
Email: georges.codjia@fao.org 
 
Ms Rene WRIGHT 
Policy Officer 
FAO 
P.O. Box 1628 
Accra 
Tel.:+ 233-021 244379612 
Email: rene.wright@fao.org 
 
Dr Dembele ARDJOUMA 
Consultant FAO 
Head of Agrochemical and Ecotoxicology  
Laboratory 
04 BP612 Abidjan 04 
Côte D’Ivoire 
Tel.: +225 21243995 
Email: ardjouma@yahoo.fr 



ALINORM 09/32/28-Appendix I 27 

Ms Mildred Naa-Ayele MENSAH 
Consultant 
FAO 
FAO Regional Office for Africa 
Accra 
Tel.: + 233-277601498 
Email: mildemencon@yahoo.com 
 
Mr Attaher MAIGA 
Policy Officer 
FAO 
C/o FAO Regional Office for Africa 
Accra 
Tel.: +233-021 675000 
Email: attaher.maiga@fao.org 
 
WHO 
 
Dr Patience MENSAH 
Regional Advisor 
Food Hygiene 
Regional Office for Africa 
Cité de l’OMS Djoué 
P O Box 06 Brazzaville Congo 
Tel.: + 47 241 39775 
Fax: + 47 241 39501/3 
Email: mensahp@afro.who.int 
 
Mr Daniel KERTESZ 
WHO Country Representative 
29 Volta St. 
P.O. Box MB 142 
Accra 
Ghana 
Tel.: +233-021 244342200 
Email: kerteszd@gh.afro.who.int 
 
Ms Catherine MULHOLLAND 
Administrator FAO/WHO Project and Fund for 
Enhanced Participation in Codex 
(Codex Trust Fund) 
Department of Food Safety, Zoonoses and Foodborne 
Diseases (FOS) 
World Health Organization (WHO) 
20 Avenue Appia 
CH-1211 Geneva 27 
Switzerland 
Tel.: +41227913080 
Fax: +41227914807 
Email: mulhollandc@who.int 
 

Mrs Akosua Takyiwaa KWAKYE 
Program Officer/Nutrition 
World Health Organization 
29 Volta St. 
P.O. Box MB 142 
Tel.: +233 24 33 16 706 
Accra 
Email: kwakyea@gh.afro.who.int  
 
 
GHANAIAN SECRETARIAT 
SECRÉTARIAT GHANA 
 
Ms Genevieve Ofosuhemaa BAAH 
Codex Contact Point Officer 
Ghana Standards Board 
P.O. Box MB-245 Accra 
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APPENDIX II 

OVERALL OBJECTIVE: To strengthen the role and enhance the participation and effectiveness of CCAFRICA within the Codex Alimentarius Commission and 
the Codex African region 

TIME FRAME: 2007-2013 

Objective 1: To foster effective and dynamic communication amongst the CCAFRICA members and other regions, other Codex members, the Codex Secretariat and 
relevant organizations 

Actions Priority areas and actions Responsible 
Parties 

Time Frame Objective Verifiable 
Indicators 

Mechanism for 
monitoring progress 

Assumptions 

1.1 Maximize the use of 
electronic communication 
systems in countries of the 
region, and encourage the 
development of a webpage for 
each National Codex Contact 
Point. 

Encourage  development of 
websites for each National Codex 
Contact Point. 

  - have  a standardized format 
for contents. 

   - include details on NCC 
composition, input and update 
database on national food control 
system.. 

Make requests to AU to host 
website 

Member 
Countries of the 
region 

 

 

 

 

 
Coordinator 

 

Jan 2009 to 2010 

 

 

Current working 
websites in Member 
Countries Codex 
Contact Points by 
December 2008 

determine the 
frequency of use of 
electronic 
communication against 
other forms of 
communication  

All Codex 
Contact Points 
are operational 

 

 

1.2 Encourage countries to 
continuously provide updated 
contact details of national 
Codex Contact Points to the 
Codex Secretariat 

 

Each country to continuously 
update contact details, in order to 
facilitate communication, and 
inform the Codex Secretariat and 
the Regional Coordinator  

Member 
Countries of the 
region 

 

 

Yearly Evidence of details of 
Codex Contact Point 
provided to Coordinator 
half yearly 

 

Members to copy the 
coordinator on updated 
information on 
National Contact Point 
for Coordinator to 
collate information 

Operational 
Codex Contact 
Point 

 

1.3 Organize a virtual chat 
room with the primary 
objective of exchanging 
information prior to Codex 
meetings, among CCAFRICA 
members as well as other 
regional coordinating 
Committees or Codex members 

Conduct a trial run with an initial 
discussion topic and the 
Coordinator acting as moderator  

Coordinator Jan 2009 
onwards 

Records of documents 
of chat sessions 

 

Determine the number 
of responses through 
the chat rooms prior to 
Codex meetings 

Systems available 
chat sessions. 
Evidence of use 
of chat room 
especially on 
discussions prior 
to and after 
Codex committee 
sessions 
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1.4 Establish a mechanism 
whereby the Codex Contact 
Points and/or national Codex 
Committees in the region can 
share Information and 
expertise 

 

Create opportunities for countries 
from the same region to share 
their experiences. Support from 
the Trust Fund is possible.   

FAO/WHO and 

 Member 
Countries of the 
region 

 

Starting from 
February 2008 

Countries exchange 
reports of stakeholders 
Committee meetings or 
National Codex 
Committee meetings. 
Evidence of system 
whereby related 
organizations provide 
database on work done 
and expertise to be 
uploaded unto National 
website.  

Request that the 
Coordinator be copied 
on information shared 
between countries 

 

Objective 2: To achieve an active and effective participation of all countries in the Region in the Codex Alimentarius Commission and its subsidiary bodies, particularly 
CCAFRICA1 

Actions Priority areas and actions Responsible 
Parties 

Time Frame Objective Verifiable 
Indicators 

Mechanism for 
monitoring progress 

Assumptions 

2.1 Undertake actions targeted 
at responsible Parties at 
national level that will lead to a 
higher priority and enhanced 
support to Codex activities 

Conduct awareness programmes 
at national and regional level  

   - include advocacy programmes 
for political leaders, 
parliamentarians, policy makers. 

   - consultant for preparation of 
documents / materials for 
advocacy, preferably at national 
level to account for national 
differences.   

 - special delegation to make 
presentations on Codex at 
FAO/WHO Regional meetings, 
regional economic bodies, and 
also AU. 

 

 

Coordinator / 
Member 
Countries of the 
region 

 

From January 
2008 onwards 

 

Documentary evidence 
of collaboration from 
political figures, NGOs, 
Parliamentarians and 
outcomes at the national 
level annually 

Request for annual 
reports from NCCs, 
report  to include 
information on 
activities of NCCs 

Funds available 
to organize 
workshops for 
Political leaders 

                                                      
1 To ensure effective participation in CCAFRICA, there is a need for commitment from all stakeholders. However, stakeholders must be aware/informed before they can commit.  
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-Draw up a 2008 annual report on 
the participation of members in 
the different Codex meetings, 
with a breakdown of the share 
funded by the public 
administration, the private sector 
and the Trust Fund 

-Countries which are able to 
provide information for 2008 
should do so 

2.2 Search for financial 
assistance from possible 
sources to support Codex 
activities (trust funds, WHO, 
FAO, UNDP, International 
Organizations, etc.) 

Similar to Activity 2.1  Member 
Countries of the 
region 
 

From June 2009 

 

NCCs must have 
documented plans to 
solicit for funds through 
workshops, appeals etc 
and evidence of monies 
received accounted for 

Collate information on 
fundraising activities 
of NCCs (to be 
included in annual 
report) 

 

2.3 Ask for collaboration in the 
translation of relevant 
information into English, 
French and Arabic  

-Create an electronic information 
exchange, in order to share each 
country’s experience with 
translation, and establish a list of 
potential translators by language 

 

Member 
Countries of the 
region/FAO/ 

WHO 

From June 2009 

 

List of collaborators 
ready to assist in 
translation 

Evaluating the 
translation done 
from/into English, 
French and Arabic 

 

2.4 Establish working groups 
responsible for examining 
strategic aspects of Codex 
activities 

Coordinator From June 2009 Evidence of database of 
Experts, Research 
conducted 

Determine the number 
of working groups 
established 

Countries willing 
to provide 
information to 
Coordinator 

2.5 Involve all countries in the 
region in the activities 
CCAFRICA 

Coordinator From June 2008 Codex Contact Points 
established in countries 
of the region 

Compare the number 
of Codex Contact 
Points with January 
2009 as the reference 
point 

Countries show 
national 
commitment to 
set up Codex 
Contact Points 

2.6 Hold in conjunction with 
sessions of CCAFRICA, 
seminars/workshops on food 
safety and matters of concern 
to the region 

-Continue to request the holding 
of workshops in the margins of 
the CCAFRICA meeting 

Coordinator and 
FAO/WHO 

From June 2008 Reports of seminars, 
workshops held in 
conjunction with 
CCAFRICA 

Determine the number 
of 
Workshops/Seminars 
held 

Funds available 
for Workshops 
and Seminars 
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2.7 Encourage countries that 
have a common interest to 
coordinate their position and 
present it as a common 
position at Codex Committee 
meetings. 

 Member 
Countries of the 
region 

From June 2008 Evidence of meetings. 

Joint reports and 
communication with 
countries before every 
Codex meeting 

Determine the number 
of issues that at least 
two Member Countries 
present with a common 
position  

Position 
developed well in 
advance of 
meeting and 
shared with 
countries 

2.8 Give support to countries 
of the Region in organizing 
Codex related events 

 FAO/WHO From June 2008 

 

Reports of 
activities/events 
undertaken 

Assess the number of 
Codex related events 
organized with support 
from FAO/WHO 

FAO and WHO 
provides funds 

Objective 3: To promote the development of and to strengthen National Codex Committees and/or Codex Contact Points in member countries of the region 

Actions Priority areas and actions Responsible 
Parties 

Time Frame Objective Verifiable 
Indicators 

Mechanism for 
monitoring progress 

Assumptions 

3.1 Identify needs for capacity 
building with other 
Organizations and look for 
possible financial sources 

Establish a National Codex 
Committee for member countries 
which do not currently have an 
NCC. 
 - Strengthen structures of 
existing NCC.  
 
Each NCC to conduct a needs 
assessment and submit it to the 
FAO, through the Coordinator, 
duly supporting the request with 
information on how this matches 
government priorities 

Member 
Countries of the 
region and 
Coordinator  

Continuous Diagnostic reports of 
capacity needs. 
Identified possible 
financial sources for 
capacity building 
activities 

Determine the number 
of capacity building 
activities undertaken in 
Member Countries 

Available funds 

 

3.2 Encourage and support 
CCAFRICA Member 
Countries of the region to 
establish a National Codex 
Committee 

-Invite countries with an NCC to 
supply a detailed report on the 
organisational structure and 
operation of their NCC 

-Encourage and support the other 
countries to create their own 
NCC 

Member 
countries of the 
region 

 

June 2007 to  
Dec 2008 

National Codex 
Committees established 
in all Member countries 
by December 2008 

 

Write to each member 
country to provide the 
status of NCC and 
their activities 

National 
commitment and 
support from 
FAO and WHO 
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Objective 4: To take advantage of available technical and scientific expertise and experiences of the member countries of the region  

Actions Priority areas and actions Responsible 
Parties 

Time Frame Objective Verifiable 
Indicators 

Mechanism for 
monitoring progress 

Assumptions 

4.1 Identify and establish a list 
of specialists and competent 
institutions in the region based 
on the information provided by 
each country that could 
provide support and 
specialized advice to 
CCAFRICA 

Identify, train and reorient 
experts in the region. 

  - orientation needed to rediret 
current research activities to be 
more relevant to Codex activities 
in order to provide the needed 
data for Codex requests. 

Draw up a list of potential 
experts to involve in international 
specialist groups (JECFA, 
JEMRA etc) and make the call 
for expert candidates more 
transparent 

Member 
Countries of the 
region/ 
Coordinator 

June 2007-2008 Database of specialists, 
competent institutions 

Determine the number 
of Experts identified 
and participating in 
Codex activities in 
respect of scientific 
advice 

Member 
countries should 
be willing to 
provide 
information for 
database creation 

4.2 Establish a regional risk 
assessment body that will 
coordinate communication of 
expert data with FAO/WHO 
expert bodies 

Create a centralized database on 
relevant data with input from all 
member countries. 
 
Draw up a list of potential 
experts to involve in international 
specialist groups (JECFA, 
JEMRA etc) and make the call 
for expert candidates more 
transparent 

Member 
Countries of the 
region/  
Coordinator 
 

Dec 2009 

 

Risk assessment body 
established by 
December 2009 in each 
country 

Invite countries to 
indicate Risk 
Assessment Body 
established and legal 
framework if any 

Each Member 
country should 
take steps to train 
and make funds 
available for 
training 

4.3 Identify and prioritize 
issues that require Specialized 
expertise 

Organize regional consultative 
workshops to identify areas of 
priority. 
 

Member 
Countries of the 
region/ 
Coordinator 

June 2007 to Dec 
2008 

Diagnostic report on 
priority issues requiring 
specialized expertise 

 

From annual report 

Availability of 
funds and Experts 
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Objective 5: To ensure the continuity and sustainability of CCAFRICA activities 

Actions Priority areas and actions Responsible 
Parties 

Time Frame Objective Verifiable 
Indicators 

Mechanism for 
monitoring progress 

Assumptions 

5.1 Design a biennial plan of 
action to be implemented 
between CCAFRICA meetings 

 Coordinator 

 

June 2007 to Oct 
2007 

Evidence of annual plan 
of action to be 
implemented between 
CCAFRICA 

Review of plan of 
action at CCAFRICA 
meeting 

 

5.2 Conduct periodic review 
and follow up on the actions in 
the strategic plan 

 Coordinator Half yearly Report by Coordinator 
annually 

Request information 
from CCAFRICA 
Members on actions 
taken 

 

5.3 Establish information 
transition procedures to ensure 
a better transition of the 
Coordinatorship 

 Coordinator 

 

Continuous 

 

Guidelines for 
transmission of 
Coordinatorship 
developed by end of 
2008. A draft to be 
presented at 2009 
meeting 

Presentation of 
proposed procedures at 
2009 CCAFRICA 
meeting 

 

5.4 Present a progress report 
on the achievements in the key 
areas of the Strategic plan at 
meetings of CCAFRICA 

 Coordinator 

 

Quarterly Progress report 
available at CCAFRICA 
meeting in 2009 

Progress report 
available at 
CCAFRICA 

 

Objective 6: To obtain technical cooperation and develop a funding mechanism that would enable CCAFRICA to develop and sustain its activities in accordance with its 
objectives2 

Actions Priority areas and actions Responsible 
Parties 

Time Frame Objective Verifiable 
Indicators 

Mechanism for 
monitoring progress 

Assumptions 

6.1 Elaborate a list of 
organizations that could 
provide technical and financial 
cooperation 

 Coordinator 
/Member 
Countries of the 
region 

June 2007-Dec 
2008 

 

A database of 
organizations that can 
provide technical 
assistance. Establish by 
end of 2008. 

A database of 
organizations that can 
provide technical 
assistance. Establish 
by end of 2008. 

 

                                                      
2 Related to Objective 2; as part of awareness programmes, there is a need to identify all relevant stakeholders and present proposals for funding. 
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6.2 Organize working groups 
tasked with formulating 
fundraising plans and ensure 
their follow-up 

 Coordinator / 
Member 
Countries of the 
region 

Half yearly 

 

Reports on  formation of 
Working Groups 
prepared half yearly and 
presented by Members 
to Coordinator 

Review annual reports 
and determine Member 
countries  
contributions to 
working Groups 

 

6.3 Develop and analyze 
proposals for the creation of 
trust funds and other means of 
financing within the codex 
domain, taking into 
consideration the region’s 
interests 

 Coordinator 
/Member 
Countries of the 
region 

Continuous Report on creation of 
Trust Funds 

The amount of funds 
generated to support 
the region’s interest. 

 

Objective 7: Identify and prioritize regional needs in matters of food safety and other areas with a view to finding solutions to meet these needs 

Actions Priority areas and actions Responsible 
Parties 

Time Frame Objective Verifiable 
Indicators 

Mechanism for 
monitoring progress 

Assumptions 

7.1 Identify priority economic 
and /or food safety issues for 
which consensus exist within 
the region for the elaboration 
of Codex standards 

 Member 
Countries of the 
region 
/Coordinator 

Continuous  Reports on  priority 
economic and /or food 
safety meetings of 
stakeholders available to 
Member Countries by 
end of 2008 

Determine the number 
of economic and Food 
Safety issues for which 
consensus exist within 
the region 

Member 
countries would 
provide 
information on 
priority needs 

7.2 Elaborate standards, 
guidelines and other 
recommendations that have been 
identified as being of interest to 
the region 

 
Member 
Countries of the 
region 
/Coordinator 

Continuous Reports of Member 
country Working Groups 
on standards, guidelines 
and recommendations by 
the end of 2008. Reports 
ready for Coordinator to 
present during the 2009 
meeting 

Determine the number of 
standards and guidelines 
elaborated 

 

7.3 Encourage contacts between 
other interested Parties regularly 
attending CCAFRICA meetings 
on food safety matters 

 

 
Member 
Countries of the 
region 
/Coordinator 

Continuous List of contacts of 
interested Parties available 
to Coordinator by 
December 2008.  Evidence 
of circulation of reports to 
relevant Members 

Information on interested 
parties shared with 
CCAFRICA members 

 

 



ALINORM 09/32/28-Appendix III    

 

36

APPENDIX III 

 

 

FORMAT OF ANNUAL COUNTRY REPORTS FOR THE FAO/WHO COORDINATING 
COMMITTEE FOR AFRICA1 

 
The report is to be completed by the National Codex Committee (NCC) in consultation with the Codex 
Contact Point and all interested parties and submitted on behalf of the country to the Coordinator by email at: 
XXXXX or fax XXXXX. 

1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Executive Summary should give the key outcomes on activities of National Codex Committee in the 
country. 

2. INTRODUCTION 

This section should provide the background to the NCC in the country, current composition of members and 
frequency of meetings.  

3. MAIN BODY 
 
The suggested sections to be included are: 
a. Composition, functions and activities of the NCC in the country (including information on what has 
worked).  Interactions with other countries on issues of common interest.  Indicate if you developed any 
common position in response to Codex meetings. 
b. Codex meetings your country has participated in (include number of Codex meetings, source of 
funding and names and addresses of participants) 
c. Codex activities supported by FAO / WHO in the country. 
d. Other capacity building activities 
e. The contribution of national experts to the provision of scientific advice on the work of Codex. 
f. Country issues that require specialized expertise. 
g. Contributions to working groups. 
h. Constraints and suggestions for the way forward 
 
4. ANY OTHER ISSUES ON THE WORK OF CODEX IN THE COUNTRY 
 
5. CONCLUSIONS / RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

                                                      
1  Proposed timeline: It would be appropriate to set timelines within which members should submit their Annual 
Report and the proposed deadline for submission of report is 31st October.   
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APPENDIX IV 

 

GUIDELINES FOR THE TRANSFER OF COORDINATORSHIP 

 

Currently under Rule IV the Commission may appoint a Coordinator from among Members of the 
Commission for any of the geographic locations or for any group of countries specifically enumerated 
by the Commission, on the basis of a proposal of a majority of Members of the Commission which 
constitute the region or group, that work for the Codex Alimentarius in the countries concerned so 
requires. 

Coordinators are nominated at each session of the Coordinating Committee established under Rule 
XI.1b(ii) and appointed at the following regular session of the Commission. Under Rule VI (2) it is 
stated that the Commission shall make such arrangements as may be necessary in order to ensure 
continuity in the functions of the Coordinators. It is proposed that for CCAFRICA the following 
transitional arrangements will be made to ensure this continuity. 

1.0 The period between nomination by the Coordinating Committee for Africa and appointment as 
Coordinator by the next session of the Commission should be used to bridge the information and 
knowledge gap for the nominee Coordinator.  

2.0 CCAFRICA Status report presented at the meeting of the Coordinating Committee where the 
nomination was done will serve as an initial document for consultation. 

3.0 After members have discussed the report and mapped out the next steps the Nominee Coordinator 
should consult with the out-going Coordinator at the meeting where the nomination was done and 
agree on the steps to be followed after the appointment. These may include the following: 

3.1 The establishment of transition Teams by the out-going Coordinator and the Nominee 
Coordinator to facilitate the process.  

3.2 Sharing information and documentation on any special projects. Where there are follow-up 
activities on projects the Nominee Coordinator should be briefed on these activities and any 
further actions taken should be communicated to the Nominee Coordinator 

3.3 An update on the status of the strategic plan and the critical activities to be undertaken in 
the next 12 months should be discussed. Share database on membership of the CCAFRICA 
with contact address of CCP and other interested organizations. 

3.4 Information on other activities of CCAFRICA. 

3.5 Schedule a formal handing over at the next meeting of the Commission where the 
appointment is to take place.   

3.6 Within 2-4 weeks of the appointment of the Coordinator by the Commission, the new 
Coordinator may visit the out-going Coordinator and finalize the handing over. 

3.7 Any other activities and steps that will assist with smooth transition. 
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