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INTRODUCTION 

1. The Codex Committee on General Principles (CCGP) held its thirty-second session (CCGP32) virtually, on 8, 
9, 11, 12, 15 and 17 February 2021, at the invitation of the Government of the French Republic. Mr. Jean-Luc 
Angot (France) chaired the session, which had 481 registrants representing 94 Member Countries, one 
Member Organization (European Union) and Observers of 24 international governmental (IGOs) and non-
governmental organizations (NGOs) and United Nations agencies. The full list of participants is contained in 
Appendix I.  

OPENING OF THE SESSION1 

2. Hon. Mr. Julien Denormandie, Minister of Agriculture and Food, France and Hon. Mr. Franck Riester, Minister 
Delegate for Foreign Trade and Economic Attractiveness, France, addressed the Committee and welcomed 
participants. Mr. Markus Lipp, Senior Food Safety Officer, Food Systems and Food Safety Division of the Food 
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), Mr. Francesco Branca, Director, Department of 
Nutrition and Food Safety, World Health Organization (WHO), and Mr. Guilherme da Costa Junior, Chairperson 
of the Codex Alimentarius Commission (CAC) also addressed the Committee. 

Division of Competence2 

3. CCGP32 noted the division of competence between the European Union (EU) and its Member States, in 
accordance with paragraph 5, Rule II, of the Rules of Procedure of the Codex Alimentarius Commission. 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA (Agenda item 1)3 

4. CCGP32 adopted the Provisional Agenda as the Agenda for the session. 

MATTERS REFERRED TO THE COMMITTEE (Agenda item 2)4 

5. CCGP32 noted the matters in the working document that were for information. 

6. In considering the recommendations of the 80th Session of the Executive Committee of the Codex Alimentarius 
Commission (CCEXEC80) regarding the report of the subcommittee on Codex and the Pandemic – Strategic 
challenges and opportunities, several comments were made, including; 

 appreciation for the work of CCEXEC and its subcommittee on Codex and the pandemic – Strategic 
challenges and opportunities; 

 the importance of keeping a record of all the procedural and practical particularities of virtual Codex 
sessions that had already taken place and were still to come to facilitate a future assessment of the 
possible need to amend or supplement Codex procedures; 

 the timely and efficient handling of this issue by the Commission; and  

 the ongoing consultation between the Codex Secretariat and the FAO and WHO Legal Offices on 
matters relating to voting and elections during virtual sessions. 

7. Some comments were also made on other work of CCEXEC as follows: 

 appreciation for the re-establishment of the CCEXEC strategic planning subcommittee and its new 
terms of reference, including efforts to ensure due recognition of Codex work, in particular in the 
context of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the upcoming United Nations Food 
Systems Summit (UNFSS); 

 importance of the work on operationalization of the Statements of Principle on the Role of Science in 
particular the development of a guidance also for Members and engaging with the wider Codex 
Membership in the development of this guidance5; and 

                                                      
1 Opening remarks: Hon. Mr. Julien Denormandie, Minister of Agriculture and Food, France (CRD19); Opening remarks: 
Hon. Mr. Franck Riester, Minister Delegate for Foreign Trade and Economic Attractiveness, France (CRD20); Opening 
remarks: Mr Guilherme da Costa Junior, Chairperson of the Codex Alimentarius Commission (CRD21); Opening remarks 
Mr. Branca (CRD22); Opening remarks Mr. Lipp, FAO (CRD23) 
2 Division of Competence between the European Union and its Member States (CRD01) 
3 CX/GP 21/32/1 
4 CX/GP 21/32/2; CX/GP 21/32/2 Add 1; GP/32 CRD02 Rev.2 (Comments of the European Union); GP/32 CRD08 
(Comments of Senegal); GP/32 CRD09 (Comments of the Dominican Republic); GP/32 CRD12 (Comments of the African 
Union) 
5 REP19/CAC para 12i; REP21/EXEC1 para43.iii; CX/EXEC 19/77/10; CX/EURO 19/31/CRD9 
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 the pertinence and timeliness of the discussions in CCEXEC80 on webcasting of CCEXEC sessions 
in line with the Codex core values of inclusiveness and transparency. 

Conclusion  

8. CCGP32 noted the information contained in the working documents on Matters referred to the Committee. 

INFORMATION ON ACTIVITIES OF FAO AND WHO RELEVANT TO THE WORK OF CCGP (Agenda item 
3)6 

9. The representatives of FAO and WHO introduced the item providing information on the activities of their 
respective Organizations relevant to the work of CCGP, including the information on the activities in addition 
to those described in the item documents. A short update was also provided by the new programme 
administrator of the Codex Trust Fund (CTF) who noted the implementation challenges due to the COVID-19 
pandemic and efforts to address them. 

10. The efforts made by both Organizations to ensure work continuity during the pandemic including the provision 
of relevant and science-based guidance related to COVID-19, scientific advice for Codex, and various 
guidelines and implementation tools for improving the food production environment and promoting healthy 
diets were praised by delegations. Furthermore, the need to continue the provision of scientific advice work 
and protect its funding was stressed, as this was fundamental to Codex standard setting work. Members were 
also encouraged to recognize and support the work of national experts participating in scientific advice work, 
and to resource their participation. 

11. The importance of the UNFSS in contributing to the achievement of the SDGs was underlined, including its 
linkages to Codex work. The terms of reference of the fourth strategic planning subcommittee of CCEXEC7, 
including its task to address how Codex can contribute to and achieve recognition for its key food standards 
work in the actions of its Members in relation to the UNFSS were highlighted. 

12. The FAO study on the international harmonization of Codex pesticide maximum residue limits (MRLs) in rice 
was welcomed by delegates and was found to be relevant to the discussion on monitoring the use of Codex 
standards (Agenda item 7 of CCGP32) as it provided an example of a case study on the use and impact of 
Codex standards. 

Conclusion 

13. CCGP32: 

 noted the updates from FAO and WHO, including the update from CTF; 

 acknowledged and recognized FAO and WHO for providing technical guidance and tools to Members 
to support their response to the COVID-19 pandemic; 

 encouraged FAO and WHO to continue their preparatory work and technical inputs supporting the 
delivery of a successful UNFSS and to include Codex in these efforts particularly with respect to action 
tracks one and two; 

 expressed its satisfaction with the adoption of the World Health Assembly (WHA) resolution and looked 
forward to its implementation; 

 acknowledged the remarkable efforts made by the experts to ensure the continuation of the scientific 
advice output to support Codex work continuity during the pandemic, and encouraged the experts’ 
employers to support these efforts and resource their participation to this important international work; 

 highlighted the ongoing importance of ensuring adequate resources for scientific advice, which 
underpins Codex work; and 

 appreciated the work of FAO on the study on use of Codex pesticide MRLs in rice. 

 

 

                                                      
6 CX/GP 21/32/3; CX/GP 21/32/3 Add. 1; GP/32 CRD02 Rev.2 (Comments of the European Union); GP/32 CRD08 
(Comments of Senegal); GP/32 CRD09 (Comments of the Dominican Republic); GP/32 CRD12 (Comments of the African 
Union); GP/32 CRD13 (Comments of Ecuador) 
7 REP21/EXEC1 Appendix II 
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PROCEDURAL GUIDANCE FOR COMMITTEES WORKING BY CORRESPONDENCE (Agenda item 4)8 

Introduction 

14. The Chairperson of the Electronic Working Group (EWG) on Procedural Guidance for Committees Working by 
Correspondence (CWBC) introduced the item highlighting the main focus of the work. He noted that, in the 
light of the postponement of CCGP32 due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the EWG had proceeded to develop 
the draft guidance and ensured that the momentum of the work was maintained. Against the background of 
the pandemic and resultant disruptions to the Codex meeting schedule and mode of working, the working 
group had considered the question of broadening the scope of this work to include virtual meetings. Given the 
divergent views within the working group, this issue had been left for further consideration by CCGP32. In this 
context, he noted the recent discussions in CCEXEC on the issue of virtual meetings as part of its broader 
consideration of ‘Codex and the pandemic-Strategic challenges and opportunities.’ The Chairperson of the 
EWG referred to CRD04, which addressed a number of the comments received and was intended to facilitate 
discussions during CCGP32. 

15. CCGP32 agreed to use the Annex of CRD04 as the basis for the discussion. 

General comments/decisions 

16. CCGP32: 

 appreciated the work of the EWG on CWBC; 

 recognized that CWBC were conceptually different from virtual sessions of Codex committees, and 
that the Guidance should not cover virtual sessions of Codex committees, but rather keep to the 
original terms of reference; and 

 noted that CWBC would be the exception rather than the rule for Codex. 

17. CCGP32 agreed to: 

 delete the reference to the use of virtual sessions for a CWBC while still recognizing that CWBC may 
include the use of virtual technology and conference calls for informal discussions and working groups 
similar to other Codex committees; and 

 replace general references to the Procedural Manual (PM) with references to the relevant section of 
the PM, and to include cross-references to the PM rather than repeating or paraphrasing existing text 
in the PM. 

Specific comments 

18. CCGP32 discussed the draft Procedural Guidance on CWBC section by section, and in addition to editorial 
amendments agreed on the following: 

Introductory section 

 to revise the title to “introduction”, include a definition of CWBC, and remove any text that was of a 
contextual nature rather than guidance; and 

 to use the term “simultaneous presence” when referring to physical or virtual sessions. 

Decision-making on CWBC and criteria 

 to combine and revise these sections to focus on how the decision to assign work by correspondence 
should be undertaken and the specific criteria to be taken into account in doing so; and 

 to delete text on “circumstances relevant to decision making on CWBC” as it was not relevant for the 
guidance. 

Section on determining a quorum 

 to retain the section as important information for CWBC;  

                                                      
8 CX/GP 21/32/4; CX/GP 21/32/4 Add 1; GP/32 CRD04 (Comments of New Zealand); GP/32 CRD08 (Comments of 
Senegal); GP/32 CRD05 (Comments of the Republic of Korea); GP/32 CRD06 (Comments of Thailand); GP/32 CRD07 
(Comments of Japan); GP/32 CRD08 (Comments of Senegal); GP/32 CRD09 (Comments of the Dominican Republic); 
GP/32 CRD11 (Comments of El Salvador); GP/32 CRD12 (Comments of the African Union); GP/32 CRD13 (Comments 
of Ecuador); GP/32 CRD14 (Comments of China); GP/32 CRD16 (Comments of South Africa); GP/32 CRD17 (Comments 
of Malaysia); GP/32 CRD18 (Revised Section I “Introduction” and Section II “Approval of CWBC”) 
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 to clarify what was considered “attendance” for CWBC and make specific reference to the relevant 
article in the Rules of Procedure of the Codex Alimentarius Commission in the PM on how to calculate 
the quorum; and 

 to indicate that the Chairperson of the CBWC will report the absence of a quorum to the Commission 
for further guidance. 

Section on advancement of standards and related texts 

 to clarify that the options indicated when work could not be progressed may be considered by the 
CWBC and not only the Chairperson and that the options were non-exhaustive. 

19. In this context, CCGP32 confirmed that the guidance developed did not in any way restrict the options available 
to the Chairperson in the PM in carrying out the work and that CWBC were not different from other committees 
in this regard. 

Location of the guidance  

20. Different options were discussed, including different sections of the PM and/or the Chairpersons’ Handbook. 

21. However, due to the procedural nature of the guidance and its relevance for all Codex Members, the PM was 
considered the most appropriate location. It was recognized that relevant elements could also be replicated in 
the Chairpersons’ Handbook. 

22. It was noted that the Codex Secretariat would ensure editorial consistency of the draft Procedural Guidance 
for CWBC (Appendix II) with the PM prior to sending out a Circular Letter to Codex Members and Observers 
before discussion at CAC. 

Conclusion 

23. CCGP32 agreed to forward the draft Procedural Guidance for CWBC (Appendix II) to CAC44 for adoption and 
inclusion in the PM, preferably in section III. 

REVISIONS/AMENDMENTS TO CODEX TEXTS (Agenda item 5)9 

24. The Codex Secretary introduced this item explaining that based on past experience, the Codex Secretariat 
was of the opinion that Codex could improve the current Guide to the Procedure for the Amendment and 
Revision of Codex Standards and Related Texts as contained in the PM by better defining what was understood 
as revisions, editorial and substantive amendments and corrections to Codex texts. The related workflows and 
responsibilities could also be clarified and streamlined. In addition, a comprehensive version numbering 
system and a version history to track the changes made to Codex texts could assist both delegations and the 
Secretariat when working on Codex texts. The Secretary informed that presently no proposals were being 
made with regards to the written procedure for adjourned or abolished committees as this procedure had not 
yet been used extensively and more experience should be gained before proposing any changes in this 
respect. 

25. Delegations welcomed the document and expressed their willingness to continue working on this topic 
following agreement of the Commission and referral to CCGP. Delegations also highlighted the need to see 
examples of different cases in order to better understand the implication of the limited changes that the 
Secretariat proposed to the procedure. 

26. The following specific points were made by Delegations: 

 the need to distinguish between amendments and corrections; 

 how a version history could be implemented for numerical standards; 

 substantive amendments should always be accompanied by documentation explaining the need for 
the change and should be proposed through a subsidiary body; and  

 the experience gained from working on relevant standards in other committees could also help further 
discussions on the written procedure for adjourned/abolished/dissolved subsidiary bodies. 

Conclusion 

27. CCGP32 supported that the Codex Secretariat would prepare a document indicating the amendments to the 
Guide to the Procedure for the Amendment and Revision of Codex Standards and Related Texts, 
recommended by the Secretariat including examples for the different changes and workflows, and the version 

                                                      
9 CX/GP 21/32/5; GP/32 CRD02 Rev.2 (Comments of the European Union); GP/32 CRD06 (Comments of Thailand); GP/32 
CRD08 (Comments of Senegal); GP/32 CRD09 (Comments of the Dominican Republic); GP/32 CRD13 (Comments of 
Ecuador); GP/32 CRD15 (Comments of Indonesia); GP/32 CRD17 (Comments of Malaysia) 
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numbering and history, taking into account the comments made at CCGP32, for the next session of CAC for 
possible referral to CCGP. 

FORMAT AND STRUCTURE OF THE CODEX PROCEDURAL MANUAL (Agenda item 6)10  

Introduction 

28. The Codex Secretariat introduced the item noting that the purpose of the proposed digital version of the PM 
was to have an up-to-date document, which would also facilitate a user-friendly search for content. The digital 
version would preserve the possibility to download the publication in a Portable Document Format (PDF). 

29. The Secretariat recalled that some content of the PM, such as the list of Codex Contact Points (CCPs), had 
been moved to the Codex website for better and continuous management of the information and that Section 
V and VI could also be moved to the website for the same purpose. 

30. The Secretariat further clarified that it would present a document at the next session of CAC analysing whether 
changes to the PM were needed, for example to resolve inconsistencies in the text and further improve clarity 
and readability, and that CAC could then determine which parts of the document to refer to CCGP.  

Discussion 

31. The following views were expressed during the discussion: 

 Delegations appreciated the proposal of having a digital, user-friendly version of the PM. It was noted 
that in moving Sections V and VI to the Codex website, a link to these sections should be maintained 
in the PM.  

 In proceeding with the development of an online version of the PM, the need to involve Members in 
the development of the accompanying guidance and tutorials was noted as well as the need to 
maintain the possibility of the current PDF download of the entire publication.  

 It was further noted that the digital version should include all relevant guidance, documents and 
decisions approved by the Commission but not formally included in the PM, such as criteria for 
conducting the critical review and the use of information documents. 

32. CCGP noted:  

 that a printable PDF version of the PM would continue to be available including present sections V 
and VI; and.  

 that the Codex Secretariat would present a document to CAC44 on possible changes to the PM to 
improve the consistency and clarity of the text. 

Conclusion 

33. CCGP32 agreed that the Codex Secretariat proceed with the development of a digital version of the PM, which 
would be made available for testing and review by the Members before being published online. 

DISCUSSION PAPER ON MONITORING THE USE OF CODEX STANDARDS (Agenda Item 7)11  

34. The delegation of France presented the discussion paper, which included a review of good practices of other 
organizations and a series of recommendations to improve monitoring of the use of Codex standards. The 
paper proposed that additional and more accurate information on the use of standards would make it possible 
to identify the most useful standards, to consider revocation of unused standards, to better understand the 
challenges encountered by Members when applying Codex standards, and, ultimately, to improve the overall 
effectiveness of Codex.  

35. Representatives of the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) and the International Organization for 
Standardization (ISO) shared approaches and experiences regarding monitoring of the use of their standards.  

                                                      
10 CX/GP 21/32/6; GP/32 CRD02 Rev.2 (Comments of the European Union); GP/32 CRD08 (Comments of Senegal); 
GP/32 CRD09 (Comments of the Dominican Republic); GP/32 CRD11 (Comments of El Salvador); GP/32 CRD12 
(Comments of the African Union); GP/32 CRD13 (Comments of Ecuador); GP/32 CRD15 (Comments of Indonesia); GP/32 
CRD16 (Comments of South Africa); GP/32 CRD17 (Comments of Malaysia). 

11 CX/GP 21/32/7; GP/32 CRD02 Rev.2 (Comments of the European Union); GP/32 CRD03 (Comments of OIE); GP/32 
CRD05 (Comments of the Republic of Korea); GP/32 CRD06 (Comments of Thailand); GP/32 CRD08 (Comments of 
Senegal); GP/32 CRD09 (Comments of the Dominican Republic); GP/32 CRD10 (Comments of ISO); GP/32 CRD11 
(Comments of El Salvador); GP/32 CRD12 (Comments of the African Union); GP/32 CRD13 (Comments of Ecuador). 
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36. The discussion paper as well as the OIE and ISO presentations were appreciated. Delegations stressed the 
importance of monitoring the use and impact of Codex standards and recalled that the Codex Strategic Plan 
(SP) adopted by CAC42 included an ambitious new goal to “increase impact through the recognition and use 
of Codex standards” (Goal 3) and indicators related to measuring the impact of Codex standards. In this regard, 
the CCEXEC Strategic planning subcommittee had been tasked with identifying suitable approaches to 
monitoring the SP, including Goal 3, and reporting back to CCEXEC accordingly.  

37. Delegations raised a number of points during the discussion, including:  

 The need for extensive resources to follow the recommendations outlined in the discussion paper, with 
uncertainty about the results to be gained; 

 The challenges for Members in providing data on use of Codex texts as had been observed when 
distributing relevant surveys through the Coordinating Committees;  

 The need to engage with Members on the approach and to address limited capacities before 
requesting additional data;  

 The lack of awareness of decision-makers and regulators on the benefits of adopting Codex standards 
at national level and the need for a more in-depth look at reasons for poor uptake of Codex standards;  

 The need to take into consideration work already being carried-out by other organizations on 
monitoring the use of international standards, such as the World Trade Organization (WTO) Sanitary 
and Phytosanitary (SPS) Committee, OIE and ISO, avoid any duplication of work, and learn from their 
experiences; 

 The need to take stock of existing data on the use of Codex standards, such as from the WTO SPS 
and Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) Committees, and identify main gaps; 

 The need to better define what is meant by “use” of standards, as a preliminary step to monitoring use 
and analysing their impact; and 

 As part of the effort to monitor the use of Codex standards, additional case studies could be carried-
out to look at the uptake and possible impact of a particular standard or a group of standards, such as 
the recently published FAO study on the international harmonization of Codex pesticide MRLs in rice. 

38. Some Delegations indicated that the mandate of CCGP did not include work on monitoring Codex standards, 
noted that work in this area had not been referred to CCGP, consistent with the Committee's terms of reference, 
and supported the approach endorsed by CAC in the 2020-2025 Strategic Plan. Others were of the view that 
the mandate of CCGP covered possible new work as the mandate was to consider general matters referred 
to it by CAC, and that this would ensure broad participation in the work related to monitoring the use of Codex 
standards. 

Conclusions 

39. CCGP32: 

i. noted the interest of Members in the issue; 

ii. noted the need to “increase impact through the recognition and use of Codex standards” at national 
level as articulated in the Codex Strategic Plan 2020-2025, Goal 3; 

iii. acknowledged the experience of other standard-setting organizations and encouraged further 
exchanges with them; and 

iv. agreed to forward the considerations of CCGP to the CCEXEC Strategic Planning subcommittee and 
CAC for further guidance. 

DISCUSSION PAPER ON MONITORING CODEX RESULTS IN THE CONTEXT OF THE SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT GOALS (SDGs) (Agenda item 8)12 

40. The Delegation of France introduced the document and presented the recommendations therein for 
consideration by CCGP32.  

41. The Codex Secretariat informed CCGP32 of its ongoing role, since 2018, in annually reporting, through FAO, 
to the High Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF), which is the central platform for the 

                                                      
12 CX/GP 21/32/8; GP/32 CRD02 Rev.2 (Comments of the European Union); GP/32 CRD06 (Comments of Thailand); 
GP/32 CRD08 (Comments of Senegal); GP/32 CRD09 (Comments of the Dominican Republic); GP/32 CRD11 (Comments 
of El Salvador); GP/32 CRD13 (Comments of Ecuador). 



REP21/GP  7 

follow-up and review of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the SDGs. This provided an 
opportunity to showcase Codex standards and related work of CAC and the role that Codex as an 
intergovernmental body plays in promoting global cooperation to ensure safe food for consumers and fair 
practices in food trade. The Secretariat also presented the recent publication on Codex and the SDGs13, 
highlighting case studies as examples of how Members’ participation in Codex and use of Codex standards 
can contribute to their efforts to achieve the SDGs. 

42. The Representative of ISO informed CCGP32 of its approach to highlighting which ISO standards were 
relevant to the achievement of each of the SDGs14, and conversely, how SDGs could be targeted through the 
different ISO standards. 

43. There was general appreciation of the document and acknowledgement of the importance of the 2030 Agenda 
and the SDGs. The contribution of Codex work to country efforts in achieving the SDGs was recognized and 
the importance of ensuring visibility and awareness of Codex work in this context was highlighted.  

44. Some Delegations noted that this issue had already been discussed in CAC; that the ongoing CCEXEC 
strategic planning subcommittee had a role to make linkages with the 2030 Agenda, and that CCGP had not 
received a mandate to work on this.  

45. With regard to the information provided by the Codex Secretariat, it was noted that the annual reporting to the 
HLPF and the recent publication on Codex and the SDGs fulfilled the recommendations of CCEXEC7415 to 
the Secretariat and provided Members with information and case studies for use in their national advocacy 
efforts. These efforts could be complemented with further case studies related to the contribution of Codex 
standards to the SDGs, as envisioned by the communication workplans discussed in the Coordinating 
Committees.  

Conclusion  

46. CCGP32: 

i. noted the discussion paper;  

ii. noted the recent publication on Codex and the SDGs, which highlights how Codex standards can 
assist Members in their efforts towards achievement of the SDGs; and 

iii. agreed to forward the results of its discussions to the CCEXEC Strategic Planning subcommittee and 
CAC for consideration. 

OTHER BUSINESS (Agenda item 9)16 

47. The delegation of Switzerland informed the Committee of the intention to prepare a discussion paper on the 
Codex 60th Anniversary for consideration by CCEXEC81 and CAC44 and update the CCGP33 on progress 
made. 

DATE AND PLACE OF THE NEXT SESSION (Agenda item 10) 

48. The Committee noted that CCGP33 is tentatively scheduled to be held in France in the second half of 2022, 
the final arrangements being subject to confirmation by the host government in consultation with the Codex 
Secretariat. 

 

                                                      
13 Available at http://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/publications/en/; additional language versions are under 
preparation.  
14 Contributing to the UN Sustainable Development Goals with ISO Standards. Available at: 
https://www.iso.org/publication/PUB100429.html  
15 REP18/EXEC1 para 5iib 
16 GP/32 CRD24 (Intervention of Switzerland) 

http://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/publications/en/
https://www.iso.org/publication/PUB100429.html
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Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation and livestock 
Kabul 

Mr Ahmad Faridon Kakar  
CCP 
Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation and livestock  
Kabul  

Ms Morsal Manati 
Director General of public Malnutrition  
Ministry of public health  

ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA - ANTIGUA-ET-
BARBUDA –  
ANTIGUA Y BARBUDA 

Mrs Solange Baptiste 
Manager, Information Services 
Antigua and Barbuda Bureau of Standards 
St John's

Mr Joel Matthew 
Agricultural Officer 
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Barbuda 
Affairs 
St John's 

Mr Jonah Ormond 
Registrar of Pesticides and Toxic Chemicals 
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Barbuda 
Affairs 
St John's 

ARGENTINA - ARGENTINE 

Ms Gabriela Alejandra Catalani 
Punto Focal del Codex 
Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Pesca 
CABA 

Ms Victoria Schriro 
Jefa del departamento de evaluación de riesgo y 
convergencia regulatoria 
Inal 
CABA
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Ms Lourdes D'espósito 
Directora de Prevención, Vigilancia y 
Coordinación Jurisdiccional 
Instituto Nacional de Alimentos 
CABA 

Ms Julia Geraci 
Asistenta  
Ministerio de Salud 

Mrs María Alejandra Larre 
Asesora 
Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Pesca 
Buenos Aires 

AUSTRALIA - AUSTRALIE 

Ms Nicola Hinder 
First Assistant Secretary  
Department of Agriculture, Water, and the 
Environment 
Canberra, ACT 

Dr Anna Somerville 
Assistant Secretary 
Department of Agriculture, Water, and the 
Environment 
Canberra, ACT 

Ms Usha Sriram-Prasad  
Director, Codex Contact Point 
Department of Agriculture, Water, and the 
Environment 
Canberra, ACT  

Mrs Danielle Davis 
Assistant Director, Codex Contact Point 
Department of Agriculture, Water, and the 
Environment 
Canberra, ACT   

AUSTRIA - AUTRICHE 

Mrs Bettina Brandtner  
Codex Alimentarius Contact Point 
Ministry of Agriculture Regions and Tourism 
Vienna 

AZERBAIJAN - AZERBAÏDJAN - 
AZERBAIYÁN 

Mr Fuad Mardiyev 
Head of international relations department  
Food Safety Agency of The Republic of 
Azerbaijan 
Baku 

Mrs Sabina Asgarova 
Leading consultant  
Food Safety Agency of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan 
Baku

BANGLADESH 

Mr Nitish Chandra Sarkar 
Additional Secretary (Population, Family Welfare 
& Law) 
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 
Dhaka 

Mr Golam Md. Sarwar 
Deputy director (Agri. & Food) 
Bangladesh Standards and Testing Institution 
(BSTI) 
Dhaka 

BELARUS - BÉLARUS - BELARÚS 

Mrs Natalia Tsemborevitch 
Head of the Laboratory  
Scientific-Practical Centre of Hygiene. 
Minsk 

Mrs Ekaterina Fedorenko 
Deputy Director 
Scientific-Practical Centre of Hygiene. 
Minsk 

Mrs Tatsiana Osipava 
Junior researcher 
Scientific-Practical Centre of Hygiene. 
Minsk 

BELGIUM - BELGIQUE - BÉLGICA 

Mr Carl Berthot 
General Advisor 
FPS public health, food chain safety and 
Environment 
Brussels 

BENIN - BÉNIN 

Mr Egnon Jacques Hougbenou Houngla 
Directeur de l'Alimentation et de la Nutrition 
Appliquée 
Ministère de l'Agriculture, de l'Elevage et de la 
Pêche 

BOLIVIA (PLURINATIONAL STATE OF) –  
BOLIVIE (ÉTAT PLURINATIONAL DE) –  
BOLIVIA (ESTADO PLURINACIONAL DE) 

Ing. Thania Huayllani Arcayne  
Cámara Nacional de Exportadores CANEB 
La Paz 

Mr Wilder Aguilar Quispe 
Punto de Contacto 
Ministerio de Desarrollo Productivo y Economia 
Plural 
La Paz 
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Ms Verónica Bustillos Torrico 
Delegada 
Cámara Nacional de Comercio 
La Paz 

Ms Maira Egúsquiza Vaca 
Delegada 
Cámara Nacional de Comercio 
La Paz 

Mr Yamil Alejandro Mattos Villarroel 
Jefe Nacional de Laboratorios 
SENASAG 
Trinidad 

Alexandra López 
Production and Food Group Leader 
Standardization Directorate   
National Autonomous Service  
Standardization, Quality, Metrology and 
Technical Regulations (SENCAMER) 
La Paz 

Mr Gustavo Mirabal 
Especialista 
CIAL-T 
La Paz 

Mr Willy Salinas 
Consultor 
PAO 
La Paz 

BOTSWANA 

Ms Gape Masole 
Assistant 
Trade Officer-Ministry of Investment, Trade and 
Industry 

Ms Lephutshe Ada Senwelo 
Codex Contact Point 
Ministry of Health and Wellness 
Gaborone 

BRAZIL - BRÉSIL - BRASIL 

Mr Leandro Magalhães Silva De Sousa 
Second Secretary 
Embassy of Brazil in France 
Paris 

Mr Andre Luis De Sousa Dos Santos 
Chair Codex Alimentarius Committee 
National Institute of Metrology, Quality and 
Technology - Inmetro 
Rio de Janeiro 

Dr Guilherme Antonio Costa Junior  
Food Safety Adviser 
Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Food 
Supply (MAPA) 
Brasília 

Mr Diogo Penha Soares 
Health Regulation Expert 
Brazilian Health Regulation Agency 
Brasília 

Mr Paulo Roque Silva 
Researcher 
National Institute of Metrology, Quality and 
Technology – Inmetro 

Mr Cesar Augusto Vandesteen Junior 
Federal Inspector 
Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Food 
Supply – MAPA 
Brasilia 

Ms Priscila Yuvamoto 
Researcher 
National Institute of Metrology, Quality and 
Technology - Inmetro 

BURKINA FASO 

Mr Cyrille Sansan Régis Kambire 
Cadre Supérieur 
Service du Contrôle Phytosanitaire et de la 
Qualité des Aliments 
Ministère de l'Agriculture 
Ouagadougou 

Mr Abdoulaye Gueye 
Responsable de la sécurité sanitaire des 
aliments 
Ministère de la Santé Publique 
Ouagadougou 

CAMEROON - CAMEROUN - CAMERÚN 

Mr Awal Mohamadou 
Agence des Normes et de la Qualité 
Yaoundé 

Mr Medi Moungui 
Ambassade du Cameroun 
Rome 

Mr Indongo Yves Laret 
Directeur du Développement de la Qualité 
Ministère des Mines, de l'industrie et du 
développement Technologique 
Yaounde 
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CANADA - CANADÁ 

Ms Meghan Quinlan 
Manager, Bureau of Policy, Interagency and 
International Affairs 
Health Canada 
Ottawa 

Prof Samuel Godefroy 
Full Professor, Food Risk Analysis and 
Regulatory Policies 
Université Laval 
Québec 

Ms Nancy Ing 
Regulatory Policy & Risk Management 
Specialist 
Bureau of Policy, Intergovernmental and 
International Affairs 
Ottawa 

Ms Kathy Twardek 
Director, Consumer Protection and Market 
Fairness Division 
Canadian Food Inspection Agency 
Ottawa, Ontario 

Mrs Amelie Vega  
Senior Policy Analyst - Codex 
Canadian Food Inspection Agency 
Ottawa 

Mrs Alison Wereley 
Senior Policy Analyst 
International Affairs Branch, Canadian Food 
Inspection Agency 
Ottawa 

CHILE - CHILI 

Mr Fernando Catalan 
Asesor División de Aspectos Regulatorios del 
Comercio 
Subsecretaria de Relaciones Económicas 
Internacionales (SUBREI) 
Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores. 
Santiago 

Mrs Begoña Montenegro  
Asesora División de Aspectos Regulatorios del 
Comercio 
Subsecretaria de Relaciones Económicas 
Internacionales (SUBREI) 
Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores. 
Santiago  

Ms Cassandra Pacheco  
Punto Focal del Codex 
Agencia Chilena para Calidad e Inocuidad 
Alimentaria (ACHIPIA) 
Ministerio de Agricultura 
Santiago  

Mr Gonzalo Ríos 
Jefe Departamento de Negociaciones 
Internacionales 
Servicio Agrícola y Ganadero (SAG) 
Ministerio de Agricultura. 
Santiago 

Mr Diego Varela 
Coordinador Asuntos Internacionales. 
Agencia Chilena para Calidad e Inocuidad 
Alimentaria (ACHIPIA) 
Ministerio de Agricultura. 
Santiago 

Ms Roxana Vera 
Jefa del Subdepartamento de Acuerdos 
Internacionales. 
Servicio Agrícola y Ganadero (SAG) 
Ministerio de Agricultura. 
Santiago  

CHINA - CHINE 

Mrs Jing Tian 
Researcher 
China National Center for Food Safety Risk 
Assessment 

Mrs Hao Ding 
Assistant Researcher 
China National Center for Food Safety Risk 
Assessment 

Dr Yongxiang Fan 
Researcher 
China National Center for Food Safety Risk 
Assessment 

Mrs Fang Gao 
Deputy Division Director 
Center for Agro-Food Quality & Safety, Ministry 
of Agriculture and Rural Affairs, P. R. China 

Prof Haihong Hao 
Professor 
Huazhong Agricultural University 

Ms Chang Li 
Agronomist 
Center for Agro-Food Quality & Safety,  
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs, 
P. R. China 
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Ms Hanyang Lyu 
Assistant Researcher 
China National Center for Food Safety Risk 
Assessment 

Dr Xiongwu Qiao 
Professor 
Shanxi Academy of Agricultural Sciences 

Mr Guibiao Ye 
Professor/Director, CCPR Secretariat 
Institute for the Control of Agrochemicals, 
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs (ICAMA) 

Ms. Zhangxian QIN 
Principal Staff Member 
Department of Agro-products Quality and 
Safety, MARA, P.R.C 

Mr. Xuewan XU 
Diretor 
Department of Agro-products Quality and 
Safety, MARA, P.R.C 

COLOMBIA - COLOMBIE 

Eng Blanca Cristina Olarte Pinilla 
Profesional especializada 
Ministerio de Salud y Protección Social 
Bogotá 

Eng Miguel Ángel Rincón Barrera 
Asesor 
Ministerio de Comercio, Industria y Comercio 
Bogotá 

Eng Norma Soto Tarquino 
Profesional especializada 
Instituto Nacional de Vigilancia de 
Medicamentos y Alimentos - Invima 
Bogotá 

COSTA RICA 

Mrs Luisa María Díaz Sánchez 
Directora 
Ministerio de Economía Industria y Comercio 
San José 

Mrs Tatiana Cruz Ramírez  
Chief of Codex Department of Costa Rica 
Ministry of Economy, Industry and Commerce 
San José 

Mrs Amanda Lasso Cruz 
Asesora Codex 
Ministerio de Economía Industria y Comercio 
San José 

CROATIA - CROATIE - CROACIA 

Mrs Marija Batinić Sermek 
Head of Service 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Zagreb 

Mrs Iva Mraović 
Head of Department 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Zagreb 

CUBA 

Mr Jorge Félix Medina Pérez 
Secretario Comité Nacional del Codex Cuba 
Oficina Nacional de Normalización 
La Habana 

Mr Angel Manuel Casamayor León 
Especialista en Regulaciones Técnicas y 
Calidad 
Dirección Regulaciones Técnicas y Calidad 
La Habana 

CYPRUS - CHYPRE - CHIPRE 

Dr Anna Kouppari 
Chief Agricultural Officer 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Strovolos 

CZECH REPUBLIC –  
RÉPUBLIQUE TCHÈQUE, –  
REPÚBLICA CHECA 

Dr Dana Triska 
Head of Food Chain Unit 
Ministry of Agriculture of the Czech Republic 
Prague 1 

DENMARK - DANEMARK - DINAMARCA 

Mr Jens Therkel Jensen 
Senior Advisor, Division of International 
Cooperation 
Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Fisheries  
Glostrup 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC –  
RÉPUBLIQUE DOMINICAINE –  
REPÚBLICA DOMINICANA  

Dr Luís Martínez Polanco 
Encargado departamento de alimentos 
Dirección General Medicamentos, Alimentos y 
Productos Sanitarios 
Ministerio de Salud Pública 
Santo Domingo, D.N. 
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Mr Modesto Buenaventura Pérez Blanco 
Coordinador Normas Alimenticias 
Ministerio de Salud Pública y Asistencia Social 
(MSP) 
Santo Domingo 

ECUADOR - ÉQUATEUR 

Ms María De Lourdes Alverar 
Analista de Relaciones Internacionales 
Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganadería - MAG 
Quito 

Mr Rommel Aníbal Betancourt Herrera 
Coordinador General de Inocuidad de Alimentos 
Agencia de Regulación y Control Fito y 
Zoosanitaria-AGROCALIDAD 
Quito 

Ms Emma Coloma 
Analista Técnica de Normativa Sanitaria 
Agencia Nacional de Regulación, Control y 
Vigilancia Sanitaria - ARCSA 
Guayaquil 

Mr Israel Vaca Jiménez 
Analista de certificación de producción primaria 
y buenas prácticas 
Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganadería - MAG 
Quito 

Ms Daniela Vivero 
Analista de certificación de producción primaria 
y buenas prácticas 
Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganadería - MAG 
Quito 

Mr Cristian Yepez 
Analista de la Dirección de Gestión 
Ministerio de Producción, Comercio Exterior, 
Inversiones y Pesca 
Quito 

EGYPT - ÉGYPTE - EGIPTO 

Eng Ahmed Mohammed Elhelw 
Codex Contact Point for Egypt 
Egyptian Organization for Standardization and 
Quality (EOS)  
Cairo 

Eng Mariam Barsoum Onsy Barsoum 
Food Standards Specialist 
Egyptian Organization For Standardization and 
Quality (EOS) 
Cairo 

Eng Noha Mohamed Attia Eliwa 
Food Standards Specialist 
Egyptian Organization for Standardization and 
Quality (EOS) 
Cairo 

EL SALVADOR 

Mrs Claudia Guzmán 
Jefa del Punto de Contacto Codex Alimentarius 
OSARTEC 
San Salvador 

ESTONIA - ESTONIE 

Mr Allan Aleksašin 
Councellor 
Ministry of Rural Affairs 
Tallinn 

Mrs Svetlana Jankovenko 
Adviser 
Ministry of Rural Affairs 
Tallinn 

EUROPEAN UNION –  
UNION EUROPÉENNE –  
UNIÓN EUROPEA 

Mr Dirk Lange 
Head of Unit 
European Commission 
Brussels 

Mr Javier Dominguez 
Administrator 
European Commission 
Brussels 

Mr Risto Holma 
Senior Administrator 
European Commission 
Brussels 

Ms Bernadette Klink-khachan 
EU Codex Contact Point 
European Commission 
Brussels 

Ms Anna Szajkowska 
Administrator 
European Commission 
Brussels 

FIJI - FIDJI 

Mr Vio Veretawatini 
Senior Economic Planning Officer 
Agriculture 
Suva 
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FINLAND - FINLANDE - FINLANDIA 

Dr Sebastian Hielm 
Director of Food Safety 
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 
Helsinki 

Ms Anne Haikonen 
Legislative Counsellor 
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 
Helsinki 

FRANCE - FRANCIA 

Mrs Céline Germain 
Chef du bureau des négociations européennes 
et multilatérales (BNEM)  
Ministère de l'agriculture et de l'alimentation 
Paris 

Mr Patrick Azema 
Chargé de mission  
Ministère de l’économie et des finances 

Mr Jérôme Brouillet 
Secrétaire général adjoint 
Premier ministre 

Mrs Camille Pineau 
Chef du bureau des négociations européennes 
et multilatérales (BNEM)  
Ministère de l'agriculture et de l'alimentation 
Paris 

Mrs Marie-line Seferian 
Desk Officer 
Ministère de l'Europe et des Affaires étrangères 

Mr Florian Simonneau 
Adjoint au chef du bureau de la qualité et de la 
valorisation des denrées alimentaires 
Ministère de l’économie et des finances 
Paris 

GERMANY - ALLEMAGNE - ALEMANIA 

Mr Niklas Schulze Icking 
Head of Delegation 
Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture (BMEL) 
Berlin 

Ms Anne Beutling 
Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture (BMEL) 
Berlin 

Ms Anja Broenstrup 
Federal Ministry for Food and Agriculture 
(BMEL) 
Bonn

Mr Oliver Mellenthin 
Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture (BMEL) 
Berlin 

Ms Alina Steinert 
Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture (BMEL) 
Bonn 

GREECE - GRÈCE - GRECIA 

Mrs Eleftheria Tsali 
Veterinarian 
Hellenic Food Authority (EFET) 

Mrs Evi Chatzigiannakou 
Veterinarian 
Ministry of Rural Development and Food 

GUYANA 

Ms Tandeka Barton 
Senior Analytical Officer 
Ministry of Health 

HONDURAS 

Ms Yolandina Lambur Valle 
Encargada de la Oficina de Codex Alimentarius 
de Honduras 
Servicio Nacional de Sanidad e Inocuidad 
Agroalimentaria 
Tegucigalpa 

HUNGARY - HONGRIE - HUNGRÍA 

Ms Rita Temesfalvi 
Officer 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Budapest 

Ms Krisztina Frányó 
Officer 
National Food Chain Safety Office 
Budapest 

Dr Attila Nagy 
Director 
National Food Chain Safety Office 
Budapest 

INDIA - INDE 

Mr Perumal Karthikeyan 
Deputy Director (Codex and Regulations) 
Food Safety and Standards Authority of India 
New Delhi 

Ms Shubhra  
Advisor (Trade)  
DAC&FW
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Mr Wasi Asghar 
Assistant Director (T) 
Export Inspection Council 

Mr Ramesh Babu N. 
Scientist, Quality Evaluation Laboratory 
Spices Board  

Mr Puneet Gupta 
Technical Officer  
Food Safety and Standards Authority of India 
New Delhi 

Mrs Bijumol K.k. 
Senior Chemist 
Codex Cell, Spices Board 

Ms Sudharma K.v 
Junior Chemist 
Codex Cell, Spices Board 

Mr S.s. Raghav 
Joint Director 
National Food Laboratory  

Dr Jasvir Singh 
Regulatory, Scientific and Government Affairs 
Leader, South Asia, Representative of CIFTI-
FICCI 
Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry 

Dr Meenakshi Singh 
Chief Scientist 
Council of Scientific & Industrial Research 

Mr Parmod Siwach 
Assistant Director (T) 
Export Inspection Council  
New Delhi 

Dr. Sudharshan Madenur Rangaswamy 
Former Director  
Spices Board India 
Chairman, CCSCH 

Ms Aliah Wahab 
Regional Regulatory Director  
APAC 

INDONESIA - INDONÉSIE 

Dr Wahyu Purbowasito 
Director 
National Standardization Agency of Indonesia 
Jakarta 

Mrs Yusra Egayanti 
Indonesia Food and Drug Authority 
Central Jakarta

Ms Ida Farida 
Indonesia Food and Drug Authority 
Jakarta 

Prof Purwiyatno Hariyadi 
Vice Chairperson of the Codex Alimentarius 
Commission 
Bogor Agricultural University (IPB) 
Bogor 

Mr Singgih Harjanto 
Secretariat of the Codex Contact Point of 
Indonesia 
National Standardization Agency of Indonesia 
Jakarta 

Mrs Estiyani Indraningsih 
Secretariat of the Codex Contact Point of 
Indonesia 
National Standardization Agency of Indonesia 
Jakarta 

Mrs Theista Savanty 
Secretariat of the Codex Contact Point of 
Indonesia 
National Standardization Agency of Indonesia 
Jakarta 

Mrs Lia Sugihartini 
Deputy Director of Standardization 
Ministry of Marine Affairs and Fisheries of 
Republic of Indonesia 
Central Jakarta 

Mrs Windri Widyaningsih 
Secretariat of the Codex Contact Point of 
Indonesia 
National Standardization Agency of Indonesia 
Jakarta 

Mrs Nuri Wulansari 
Secretariat of the Codex Contact Point of 
Indonesia 
National Standardization Agency of Indonesia 
Jakarta 

IRAN (ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF)  
IRAN (RÉPUBLIQUE ISLAMIQUE D')  
IRÁN (REPÚBLICA ISLÁMICA DEL) 

Mrs Farahnaz Ghollasi Moud 
D.G 
Institute of Standards & Industrial Research of 
Iran 
Tehran 

Dr Mohammad Hossein Shojaee Aliabadi 
Senior Scientific Adviser of ISIRI  
Institute of Standards & Industrial Research of 
Iran 
Tehran
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Mrs Leila Zinatbakhsh 
Secretary, N.C.C. of IRAN, Head of Codex 
standards cooperation group 
Institute of Standards & Industrial Research of 
IRAN (ISIRI)  
Tehran 

IRELAND - IRLANDE - IRLANDA 

Mr Pat Kelly  
Agricultural Inspector  
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
(DAFM) 
Dublin 

Mr Philip Kennedy 
Assistant Agricultural Inspector  
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
(DAFM) 
Dublin  

ITALY - ITALIE - ITALIA 

Mr Ciro Impagnatiello 
Senior Officer 
Ministry of Agricultural Food and Forestry 
Policies 
Rome 

Mr Giulio Cardini 
Senior Officer 
Ministero Politiche Agricole Alimentari e 
Forestali e del Turismo 
Rome 

JAMAICA - JAMAÏQUE 

Ms Allison Richards 
Inspector/ Codex Secretariat Member 
Bureau of Standards Jamaica 
Kingston 

JAPAN - JAPON - JAPÓN 

Dr Hidetaka Kobayashi 
Director, Agricultural Chemicals Office 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
Tokyo 

Ms Mitsuko Imai 
Deputy Director, Office of International Food 
Safety 
Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare 
Tokyo 

Dr Tomoko Ishibashi 
Director, International Standards Office 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
Tokyo 

Dr Koji Miura 
Adviser 
Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare 
Tokyo 

Dr Rin Ogiya 
Director, Office of International Food Safety 
Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare 
Tokyo 

Ms Aya Orito-nozawa 
Associate Director 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
Tokyo 

Ms Momoka Terasawa 
Officer 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
Tokyo 

KAZAKHSTAN - KAZAJSTÁN 

Dr Nailya Karsybekova 
Regional Coordinator CCEURO 
Ministry of Healthcare the Republic of 
Kazakhstan 
Astana 

Ms Zhanar Tolysbayeva 
CCP 
Ministry of Healthcare the Republic of 
Kazakhstan 
Nur-Sultan 

KENYA 

Mr Kimutai Maritim 
Deputy Director 
Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock & Fisheries 
Nairobi 

Dr George Abong 
Senior Lecturer 
University of Nairobi 
Nairobi 

Mr Lawrence Aloo 
Senior Biochemist 
National Public Health Laboratory- Ministry of 
Health 
Nairobi 

Dr Allan Azegele 
Deputy Director 
Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock & Fisheries 
Nairobi 

Mrs Muchemi Grace Nyawira 
Head of PCPB Laboratory 
Pest Control Products Board 
Nairobi
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Mr George Kiminza 
Senior Standards Officer 
Kenya Bureau of Standards 
Nairobi 

Ms Maryann Kindiki 
Manager, National Codex Contact Point 
Kenya Bureau of Standards 
Nairobi 

Ms Lucy Namu 
Head Analytical Chemistry Laboratory and Food 
Safety 
Kenya Plant Health Inspectorate Services 
Nairobi 

Ms Josephine Simiyu 
Deputy Director 
Horticultural Crops Department Authority 
Nairobi 

KUWAIT - KOWEÏT 

Dr Reem Alfulaij 
Deputy Director General for Technical Affairs 
Public Authority for Food and Nutrition in Kuwait 
Mubarak Alkabeer 

Mr Salah Al Bazzaz 
Technical Adviser to the Permanent 
Representation of Kuwait 
Representative of Kuwait to FAO 

Dr Jeehan Alestad 
Alternate Permanent Representative of Kuwait 
to FAO 
Representative of Kuwait to FAO 

Eng Dalal Almansour 
Chemical engineer 
Public Authority for food and Nutrition 

Mr Sultan Alotaibi 
Alternate Permanent Representative of Kuwait 
to FAO 
Representative of Kuwait to FAO 

Dr Amal Alrashdan 
Deputy Director General for Inspection and 
Control 
Public Authority for Food and Nutrition in Kuwait 
Mubarak Alkabeer 

Mr Yousef Jhail 
Permanent Representative of Kuwait to FAO 
Kuwait 

Eng Noor Sadeqi 
Chemical Engineer 
Public Authority for Food and Nutrition  

LEBANON - LIBAN - LÍBANO 

Ms Mariam Eid 
Vice-Chair of the Codex Alimentarius 
Commission 
Codex  

LITHUANIA - LITUANIE - LITUANIA 

Dr Albertas Barzda 
Deputy Director 
Health Education and Diseases Prevention 
Centre 
Vilnius 

MADAGASCAR 

Mrs Henintsoa Harizafy 
Secrétariat Comité National du Codex 
Ministère de l'Industrie du Commerce et de 
l'Artis 
Antananarivo 

Mrs Tiana Rahaingoalison 
Présidente 
Union des Professionnels des Fruits et Légumes 
Antananarivo 

Mrs Lantomalala Raharinosy 
Point de contact du Codex 
Ministère de l'Industrie du Commerce et de 
l'Artis 
Antananarivo 

Mr Vaillant Tosy 
Responsable Analyses Microbiologiques 
Laboratoire de Chimie et de Microbiologie 
Antananarivo 

MALAYSIA - MALAISIE - MALASIA 

Ms Ruhana Abdul Latif 
Principal Assistant Director 
Ministry of Health Malaysia 
Putrajaya 

Ms Norrani Eksan 
Director 
Ministry of Health Malaysia 
Wilayah Persekutuan Putrajaya 

Ms Zailina Abdul Majid 
Deputy Director 
Ministry of Health Malaysia 
Wilayah Persekutuan Putrajaya 

Ms Nuraini Ghaifullah  
Senior Assistant Director 
Ministry of Health Malaysia 
Wilayah Persekutuan Putrajaya 
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MALI - MALÍ 

Mr Mahmoud Abdoul Camara 
Chargé du Service Central de Liaison du Codex 
pour le Mali 
Agence Nationale de la Sécurité Sanitaire des 
Aliments 
Bamako 

Dr Sekouba Keita 
Chef Division Appui Scientifique et Technique à 
l'Elaboration de la Règlementation 
documentation 
Agence Nationale de la Sécurité Sanitaire des 
Aliments 
Bamako 

MEXICO - MEXIQUE - MÉXICO 

Ms Tania Daniela Fosado Soriano  
Punto de Contacto Codex  
Secretaría de Economía  
Cdmx 

Ms Alma Liliana Tovar Diaz 
Subdirectora Certificación y Reconocimiento 
Servicio Nacional de Sanidad, Inocuidad y 
Calidad Agroalimentaria (SENASICA) 

MOROCCO - MAROC - MARRUECOS 

Dr Beqqali Himdi Ihssane 
Chef de la Division de la Normalisation et des 
questions SPS 
Office National de Sécurité Sanitaire des 
Produits Alimentaires 
Rabat 

Mr Mohamed El Amine El Amrani 
Chef  
Division de la Législation et des Etudes 
Juridiques 
Direction des Affaires Administratives et 
Juridiques 
Ministère de l'Agriculture, de la Pêche maritime, 
du Développement Rural et des Eaux et Forêts 
Rabat 

Mr Berrada Abdelkrim 
Chef de Division 
Direction des Industries de la Pêche 
Rabat 

Mr Anajjar Brahim 
Chef de Département Agréage Technique des 
Unités 
MOROCCO FOODEX 
Casablanca 

Mrs Meryem Ibn Ghazala 
Chef de Division Analyse des Risques 
EACCE (MOROCCO FOODEX) 
Casablanca 

Mrs Khadija Kadiri 
Chef du service de la Normalisation et du Codex 
Alimentarius 
Office National de Sécurité Sanitaire des 
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Ministerio de Comercio e Industrias  
Panamá 

Eng Carmela Castillo 
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UP (Universidad de Panamá) 
Panamá 

Mrs Edilma López 
Sub Directora ACODECO 
Autoridad de Protección al Consumidor y 
Defensa de la Competencia 
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Appendix II 

 

CRITERIA AND PROCEDURAL GUIDELINES FOR CODEX COMMITTEES AND AD HOC 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL TASK FORCES WORKING BY CORRESPONDENCE  

 

1. Introduction 

The criteria and procedural guidelines set out herein are intended to guide the work and conduct of sessions 
of Codex Committees and ad hoc Intergovernmental Task Forces working by correspondence (CWBC). The 
Rules of Procedure of the Commission apply mutatis mutandis to CWBC. 

1.1 Definition 

Working by correspondence describes a working modality which can be assigned by the Codex Alimentarius 
Commission to a Codex Committee or Task Force which will not hold sessions that require the simultaneous 
presence of all those attending it. Committees or Task Forces working in this modality engage in formal 
consultations with members by correspondence over a period of time between the session of the Commission 
that approved the work and the session to which it reports. Committees and Task Forces that are assigned to 
operate under this modality are defined as “Committees working by correspondence” (CWBC) in the remainder 
of this document. 

1.2 Codex values 

An overarching consideration and guiding principle in relation to CWBC is the need to respect and adhere to 
the Commission’s core values of collaboration, inclusiveness, consensus building, and transparency. 

 

2. Decision to assign work by correspondence 

In deciding whether an approved new work be undertaken by a CWBC, the Executive Committee and the 
Commission’s assessment will take into account the following criteria. 

Criteria Reference 

i. Scope, objective and content  Project Document 

ii. Nature and complexity of the work and its previous and recent history in Codex (for 
example, this may include, inter alia, the timeframe to develop the work) 

Meeting reports 

Project Document 

iii. Urgency and importance Project Document 

iv. Availability of adequate scientific information and/or other supporting information, 
including any support from expert bodies 

Project Document 

v. Potential for assigning the work to an existing committee, with relevant expertise, that is 
meeting physically. This should take into consideration whether the work can reasonably 
be expected to be completed within a set timeframe.  

ToR of existing Codex 
committees  

 

3. Verification of membership and credentials for participation  

The provisions that apply to physical meetings of committees and working groups shall also apply to 
membership1 and representation2 in CWBC.  

Codex procedural rules require all official communications to Codex, including those relating to membership 
and participation in meetings of committees and working groups, be notified through the designated Codex 
Contact Point (CCP)3. Members and observer organizations are required to nominate, through their CCPs, a 
single representative/head of delegation. This does not prevent the head of delegation being supported by an 
alternate representative who can respond where the head of delegation authorises (as occurs in the physical 
setting). 

                                                      
1 See Section I: Basic texts and definitions, Rules of Procedure of the Codex Alimentarius Commission, Rule I, 
Membership. 
2 See Section I: Basic texts and definitions, Rules of Procedure of the Codex Alimentarius Commission, Rule VI, Sessions. 
3 See Section VI: Membership, Core Functions of Codex Contact Points. 
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The status and credentials of participants in Codex committees are subject to scrutiny and verification by the 
Codex Secretariat, according to official information provided by CCPs. 

After new work is assigned to a CWBC, and before work commences, there shall be a defined period for 
registration with a clear commencement and closure date during which members and observers may register. 

 

4. Sessions 

To ensure comparability of sessions of committees meeting physically and those meeting by correspondence, 
sessions of CWBC are those occasions when the committee engages in formal consultations with members 
by correspondence, over a period of time between the session of the Commission that approved the work and 
the session to which the CWBC reports. 

The working languages, the timeframes for implementing the work plan, and tasks for the session of the CWBC 
shall be clearly documented and shall be agreed to among members at the outset of the session. This includes 
the timeframes for preparation of working documents4. 

Committee agenda, working documents and reports are published on the Codex website. 

The work and outputs of the committee are subject to critical review by the Executive Committee prior to 
submission to the Commission. 

Each session of the CWBC shall be concluded within the timeframe to facilitate the critical review requirements 
of the Executive Committee. 

 

5. Languages 

Use of languages for CWBC shall be as for other subsidiary bodies of the Commission in line with Rule XIV 
of the Rules of Procedure of the Codex Alimentarius Commission5. 

It is the responsibility of the host government to ensure adequate funding for translation of working documents 
and the report. 

 

6. Determining a quorum (before a CWBC session can begin, and make decisions) 

The quorum shall be calculated on the basis of Rule VI, article 7 of the Rules of Procedure of the Codex 
Alimentarius Commission5, as is the case for physical meetings, however, for the purpose of CWBC, 
registering for the session would mean “attending the session”. 

In the interest of clarity and transparency, the time period for registration (the closing date for registration and 
period for which the registration is valid) shall be stipulated. 

The absence of a quorum shall be reported to the Commission for further guidance. 

 

7. Roles of the Chairperson and the Codex Secretariat  

The role of the Chairperson 

The Guidelines to Chairpersons of Codex Committees and ad hoc Intergovernmental Task Forces6 apply 
mutatis mutandis to Chairpersons of CWBC. 

 

In particular, Chairpersons of CWBC should ensure that: 

 All communications are open to all registered members and observers and are carried out in an 
open and transparent manner and in accordance with any guidelines or protocols that may be 
established by the Commission; 

 All specific matters raised are fully considered by the CWBC; 

 There is enough time and opportunity for members to respond or build on comments made by other 
members, much like a plenary conversation in real time; 

                                                      
4 See Section III: Guidelines for Subsidiary Bodies, Guidelines to host governments of Codex committees and ad hoc 
Intergovernmental Task Forces. 
5 See Section I: Basic Texts and Definitions. 
6 See Section III: Guidelines for Subsidiary Bodies. 
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 The reports of the committee clearly document where there are significant points of difference either 
in relation to the content of the work or with respect to the advancement of a standard through the 
step process; and 

 The rules/procedures specified in the Codex Procedural Manual are adhered to in the CWBC setting. 

The Chairperson of CWBC may be supported by one or more co-chairpersons. 

The role of the Codex Secretariat 

The Codex Secretariat shall perform all of the usual functions it does in support of the efficient operation of the 
CWBC, including verification of credentials of participants, preparing and circulating Committee reports and 
providing guidance and support to the Chairperson on procedural and other matters relating to the work of the 
CWBC. 

Consensus 

Chairpersons of CWBC should make every effort to promote consensus-based decision making, which may 
include informal discussions by using virtual technologies, and should also consider implementing measures 
as described in the Guidelines to Chairpersons of Codex Committees and ad hoc Intergovernmental Task 
Forces7 on measures to facilitate consensus building in the elaboration of standards at the Committee stage. 

Interpretation of silence 

Means of communication to signal support or objection shall be explicitly clarified in advance of sessions. 
Specifically, this means that silence, the absence of specific contrary views or objections, will be taken to mean 
tacit agreement or no objection to proceed. This point should be clearly communicated to all members of the 
committee to avoid any misunderstanding when seeking comment on specific matters under discussion 
including proposed conclusions on progression of a standard through the step process. Chairpersons should 
allow sufficient time for response to assure that silence is not the result of temporary technical problems. 

 

8. Advancement of standards and related texts 

In determining the level of consensus when progressing through the step process, Committee chairpersons 
typically propose a conclusion for consideration by members, which may be modified and presented as revised 
to achieve consensus. The same practice should be followed by CWBCs. For example, a chairperson could 
propose a conclusion to advance a standard by asking a specific question, such as, “Are there objections to 
advancing the draft standard to Step X?’’ 

CWBCs may use a similar approach (or suitable variation) when determining the level of consensus on more 
detailed points of discussion, such as text changes. 

For the avoidance of doubt in the correspondence setting, a reservation is making a statement of position, 
which will be recorded in the meeting report upon request8. 

 

Options when a CWBC is not able to progress work 

When a CWBC is not able to progress work, it may recommend to the Executive Committee/the Commission 
switching from working by correspondence to an alternative, for example, but not limited to: 

i. Convening a session that requires the simultaneous presence of all those attending it; 
ii. Referring the work to a committee (other than the original committee) that has relevant expertise 

on the topic under consideration and is meeting physically; or 
iii. Discontinuing the work. 

In addition, the Chairperson has the opportunity, as part of the Critical Review process, to report on the status 
of work and prospects for advancement to the Executive Committee/the Commission for consideration. 

Voting 

While the rules of procedure of the Commission provide for voting in situations when all efforts to achieve 
consensus have failed, CWBC shall not resort to voting to resolve differences. 

Instead, the option of alternative mechanisms (as described above) to resolve differences and advance work 
shall be submitted to the Commission for its consideration.  

                                                      
7 See Section III: Guidelines for Subsidiary Bodies. 
8 See Section III: Guidelines for Subsidiary Bodies, Guidelines on the Conduct of Meetings of Codex Committees and ad 
hoc Intergovernmental Task Forces. 



REP21/GP Appendix II 33 

 
9. Reporting to the Commission 

CWBC shall report to the Codex Alimentarius Commission. As with reports of physical sessions of Codex 
committees, reports of CWBC sessions shall be prepared by the Codex Secretariat in consultation with the 
Chairperson. 

The conventions and practices that apply to drafting of reports of committees holding physical meetings should 
also be observed, to the extent relevant, by CWBC. Reports of CWBC should be objective and accurately 
reflect the discussions, conclusions, and recommendations. 

Members of CWBC have the right to ask that their positions, including reservations, or opposition to a 
recommendation or decision be recorded in the report of the committee.  

Members of CWBC should refrain from raising issues or seeking inclusion of comments that were not part of 
the deliberations, and such comments will not be included in the report of the session, consistent with the 
Commission’s procedure and practice. 

Draft reports of the CWBC should be made available to all Codex members and observers who were registered 
in the session within one week of the conclusion of the plenary agenda and deliberations, for review and 
comment within two weeks of report circulation. The procedures for review and comment should be clearly 
communicated to all members. 

The Codex Secretariat should circulate the final report as adopted in not less than three of the working 
languages of the Commission within one month of conclusion of the CWBC session. 
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