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SUMMARY AND STATUS OF WORK

science and risk assessment principles;

- agreed that it was clear that there were no scientific
reasons contrary to the recommendation made by
JECFA, nor any other legitimate factors that should be
considered at the global level. In this regard, factors
outside the Codex mandate should not influence risk
management or achievement of consensus; and

- supported the adoption of the proposed MRLs by CAC45
at Step 5/8 noting that the proposed MRLs for Zilpaterol
Hydrochloride had a scientific basis that supported their
use and reiterating their role as reference standards in the
WTO SPS Agreement.

Responsible Purpose Text/Topic Para.
Party
Members, Information/Action New Technologies in the Agrifood Chain 16
FAO/WHO Recognized the importance of new technologies and new
CAC45/46 food sources as well as of risk assessment and science in
informing their use and agreed on the importance of further
discussions in the Codex Alimentarius Commission and its
subsidiary bodies to agree how Codex should address this
new issue. Noted the importance of minimizing food waste to
ensure efficient use of existing food sources, the ongoing
work of FAO and WHO in this area and the need for capacity
development.
CAC45 Appointment Recommended that Ecuador be re-appointed as Coordinator | 102
for Latin America and the Caribbean
Members, Adoption Ame_ndmer;t to the lab_lelling | ¢ CXS304R-2011 32iii
CAC46 provisions for nonretail containers in ) Aopendix
relevant CCLAC regional standards * CXS 305R-2011 ”pp
e CXS 324R-2017
Members, Endorsement/ Alignment of Food Additive I e CXS304R-2011 | 39
CCFAB53, CAC46 | Adoption Provisions in CCLAC Regional ) .
Standards with the General Standard | ° CXS 305R-2011 ﬁ\lppendlx
for Food Additives
Members, Information/Action Food Safety and Quality in the Region including Current and | 50
FAO/WHO/PAHO, Emerging Issues- Country Updates
CAC46
Noted and appreciated the information and support provided
by FAO and WHO/PAHO and the as well as the support of
IICA to CCLAC members, requested FAO and WHO to
continue to provide such support on an equitable basis
across the region, and encouraged countries to regularly
share information on food safety initiatives with the aim of
identifying synergies and facilitating cooperation.
Requested, the CAC to consider adding French, as an
official language for CCLAC.
Members, Information/Action Draft standard for zilpaterol hydrochloride held at step 4 57,
CCEXECSS3, - agreed that all Codex decisions must be based on | Appendix
CAC45 \%
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Responsible
Party

Purpose

Text/Topic

Para.

CCNFSDuU43,
CAC46, Members

Information/Action

Proposal for new work on the guidelines for the development
of nutrient profiles for front-of-pack labelling

Supported the proposal for new work and the referral of the
project document by CCNFSDU43 to CAC46 for adoption as
new work.

Finalize the update of the Standard for Infant Formula

Noted that the update of the Standard had been under
discussion in CCNFSDU for more than a decade and the
proposal that the region supported completion at
CCNFSDU43 and final adoption at CAC46.

Discussion on paper on harmonized probiotic quidelines for
use in food and food supplements

Agreed to support the new proposal for inclusion on the
agenda of CCNFSDU43.

60, 62,

CCPR, CAC45,
Codex Secretariat

Information /Action

Amendment of the portion of commodities to which maximum
residue limits apply and which is analysed, CXA 4-1989
Classification of Foods and Animal Feeds

Taking into account that an EWG was working on the issue,
considered that it was important that the updated version of
CXA 4-1989 was available online and requested the Codex
Secretariat to prioritize this update and ensure that the latest
versions of standards were made available on the Codex
website in a timely manner.

Guidelines for the recognition of active substances or
authorized uses of active substances of low public health
concern that are considered exempt from the establishment
of maximum residue limits or that do not give rise to residues

Supported the advancement to Step 8

72,73

CCCF, CAC45,
Members

Information/Action

Approval of Maximum Levels of cadmium in cocoa powder
(100% of total cocoa solids on a dry matter basis

Supported the adoption of the regional position, as agreed at
CCCF15, to advance the ML of 2.0 mg/kg cadmium for cocoa
powder from 100% total cocoa solids to Step 5/8 and its
adoption by CAC45 and endorsed the agreements reached in
the technical committee (CCCF15) and recommended not to
reopen the technical discussion at CAC45.

Proposal for the establishment of Maximum Levels (MLs) for
Inorganic Arsenic in shellfish and fish

Supported the work proposal

75-77
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Responsible
Party

Purpose

Text/Topic

Para.

CCEXEC, CAC45

Information

Application of the Statements of Principle (SoP) Concerning

the Role of Science and the Extent to which other Factors

are taken into Account

took note of the information provided in the working
document and the additional information provided by the
Vice-Chairperson of the CAC and the Codex Secretariat
during the session;

supported Option 1, in relation to the options for
acknowledging the use of Statement 4 of the SoP, i.e. to
record in the report the position of those members who
abstain based on other factors that fall outside the
mandate of CAC;

did not believe that Option 2 was feasible as it was not
possible to justify the inclusion of a footnote in a standard
which would include the above-mentioned factors as the
basis for a member abstaining from accepting a specific
standard; and

remained concerned regarding some aspects included in
paragraph 23, CX/EXEC 22/83/3, “Other options in
situations when the CAC is unable to advance/adopt a
standard in line with the SoP and criteria for consideration
of other factors”

83

CCFH53,
CCEXEC, CAC

Information/Action

Future of Codex, in relation to working modalities - virtual,

hybrid, in-person

Stressed the importance of following up on the discussions
and recommendations of the Executive Committee on this
issue and that any and all working modalities to be adopted,
should ensure transparency and the widest possible
participation of Members.

89

Members,
CCEXEC, CAC,
FAO/WHO

Information/Action

New food technologies

appreciated the importance of new technologies to produce
novel foods and recognized that there was an enormous
diversity of foods at global level that were not known in other
parts of the world that may need to be considered;

underlined that Codex, as a standard-setting body, should
not be concerned with production systems, which globally
were very diverse and adapted to local realities. Therefore,
the focus of Codex should be to assess the current situation
and guide governments to detect, prevent and/or control
food hazards;

was convinced that Codex was the right body to deal with
all these foods and new technologies, identifying risk
factors, assessing them and determining appropriate risk
management measures to ensure food safety and fair
practices in the food trade globally;

was also aware that in the future it may be necessary to
convene expert groups to address some of the specific
issues regarding these new and traditional foods entering
the world market in order to regulate the relevant aspects,
and CCLAC would always support the scientific advice
provided by FAO and WHO. In this regard, CCLAC22
recalled that expert groups should have regional
representation precisely because production systems were
different all over the world;

considered regarding the structure of Codex to address
these new issues that they should be considered on a case-
by-case basis, as for some foods it may be necessary to
create a Task Force but for others, the simple revitalization
of currently inactive committees or a small modification to
the mandate of Codex committees would make them useful
for this purpose, without having a disproportionate impact
on the Codex budget; and

91
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Coordinator,
Members, FAO,
WHO/PAHO,
Codex Secretariat

Established an EWG working in English and Spanish, led by
Ecuador (CCLAC Coordinator) to review and update the
regional work plan for 2022- 2024 to support implementation
of the Codex Strategic Plan 2020-2025; the regional
communications work plan 2022-2024.

Responsible Purpose Text/Topic Para.
Party
e urged the continuation of discussions on these issues at
CAC so that as many Members as possible could listen to
their peers, enrich their knowledge, allay their doubts, and
intervene to ensure more transparency in the process.
Members, Information/Action Discussion paper on the amendment of the General 97
CCEXECS83, Standard for Fruit Juices and Nectars (CXS 247-2005)
CAC45 Supported the amendment of the General Standard for Fruit
Juices and Nectars (CXS 247-2005), for the stratification of
the single Brix reference to cover the distinction between
Vitis vinifera L and Vitis labrusca species.
Members, Information Use of certain additives in wine 95
CCFAS3 Supported the advancement of a proposal that would lead to
a consensus on the use of additives in wines, for eventual
incorporation into the General Standard on Food Additives
(GSFA).
CCLAC Information/Action Implementation of the Codex Strategic Plan 2020-2025 99
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Vi

LIST OF ACRONYMS

AGROCALIDAD

Agencia de Regulacién y Control Fito y Zoosanitaria

AMR Antimicrobial Resistance

CAC Codex Alimentarius Commission

CCCF Codex Committee on Contaminants in Foods

CCEXEC Executive Committee of the Codex Alimentarius Commission
CCFA Codex Committee on Food Additives

CCFH Codex Committee on Food Hygiene

CCLAC FAO/WHO Coordinating Committee For Latin America and the Caribbean
CCNFSDU Codex Committee on Nutrition and Foods for Special Dietary Uses
CCPFV Committee on Processed Fruits and Vegetables

CCPR Codex Committee on Pesticide Residues

CCRVDF Codex Committee on Residues of Veterinary Drugs in Foods
CLs Circular Letters

CRD Conference Room Document

CTF Codex Trust Fund

DVE Performance Vision and Strategy

EWG Electronic Working Group

FAO Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
GSFS Global Strategy for Food Safety

IICA Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture
JECFA Joint FAO/WHO Expert Committee on Food Additives

M&E Monitoring and Evaluation

ML Maximum Levels

MRL Maximum Residue Limit

PAHO Pan American Health Organization

PM Codex Procedural Manual

SDGs Sustainable Development Goals

SoP Statements of Principle

SPS Sanitary and Phytosanitary

SWOT Strengths/Weaknesses/Opportunities/Threats

TAG WHO Technical Advisory Group

TBT Technical Barriers to Trade

TrACSS Tripartite AMR Country Self-Assessment Survey

WFSD World Food Safety Day

WHO World Health Organization

WTO World Trade Organization
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The FAO/WHO Coordinating Committee for Latin America and the Caribbean held its 22nd Session
(CCLAC22) online, from 24 to 28 October 2022, at the kind invitation of the Government of Ecuador.
Mr Rommel Betancourt, General Coordinator for Food Safety, Agencia de Regulacién y Control Fito y
Zoosanitaria (AGROCALIDAD), chaired the meeting. The Session was attended by 33 Member
Countries, 7 Member Countries and one Member Organization from outside the Region and 6 Observer
Organizations. The list of participants is contained in Appendix I.

OPENING OF THE SESSION?

Hon. Bernardo Manzano, Ministro de Agricultura y Ganaderia, welcomed the participants, and
underscored the mission of Codex to guarantee safe, quality food for all people, everywhere, preserving
their health and contributing to equity in international food trade. The Minister also highlighted Ecuador's
defence of the scientific basis for decision-making, and contribution to achieving the adoption of five
global standards related to maximum levels of cadmium in chocolate and the global categorization of
chocolates.

Hon. Ms. Gabriela Aguinaga, Viceministra de Gobernanza de la Salud, Ecuador, addressed CCLAC22
stressing that promoting and strengthening food safety, based on robust proposals from Member
countries, was essential to guarantee consumer health, reduce malnutrition gaps and ensure equitable
access to food. The Vice-minister further noted that Codex Alimentarius was an important tool for the
LAC region in reaching its food safety goals as well as for meeting the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs).

Ms Marisa Caipo, FAO Food Safety and Quality Officer and Mr Oscar M. Barreneche, PAHO/WHO
Representative for Ecuador welcomed the attendees on behalf of FAO and WHO respectively. The
meeting was also addressed by Mr Steve Wearne, Chairperson of the Codex Alimentarius Commission
(CAC), Mr Diego Varela, Vice-Chairperson of CAC, and Mr Patricio Almeida, Executive Director,
AGROCALIDAD.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA (Agenda Item 1)
CCLAC22 adopted the provisional agenda as its agenda for the session and agreed to discuss:

e CRD2 under Agenda Item 3 (Matters arising from the Codex Alimentarius Commission and
Codex subsidiary bodies); and

e CRD6, CRD7 and CRD8 under Agenda Item 6 (Codex work relevant to the region).

KEYNOTE ADDRESS: “NEW TECHNOLOGIES IN THE AGRIFOOD CHAIN” (Agenda Item 2)3

The Chairperson introduced the item, recalling the role of the keynote address to stimulate and promote
active discussion and information sharing on common, emerging or topical issues of interest to the
region related to food safety and Codex work.

The keynote address was delivered by Professor Marcos X Sanchez, Texas Tech University, USA.
Reflecting on the evolution of food safety management Prof Sanchez focused his presentation on two
areas: new technologies and novel foods, highlighting both the current situation and the potential future
directions.

With regard to new technologies, Prof Sanchez reviewed the opportunities they presented from primary
production to consumer to improve food safety management. Prof Sanchez underlined how progress in
this area centred on how data was collected, stored, shared, analysed, and converted into action.
Opportunities to capture data in real time from the field to the consumer through, for example, the use
of sensors, drones and robots among others have changed both the type and volume of data that can
be made available. The digitalization of data presented new opportunities for data transfer, for example
through the internet of things, and storage, such as in the cloud. Prof Sanchez highlighted that with
increasing data volumes, new approaches to data analysis were required which included using tools
based on machine learning and artificial intelligence. While access to these new tools could be a
challenge, some, such as drones were already in use and others would become more cost effective as
they prove their value. Prof Sanchez underlined that the rapid collection and processing of data could

1CRD1 (Opening remarks)
2CX/LAC 22/22/1
3 CX/LAC 22/22/2; CRD10 (Dominican Republic)
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lead to quicker response times, and in the longer term, data on trends would facilitate prediction of
problems and advance corrective action. The ultimate goal was to prevent food safety problems by
using data on raw materials to direct further processing. Such technologies had the potential to improve
risk analysis and ultimately food safety even though cost and access remained a challenge and issues
such as data confidentiality and cyber security would have to be addressed.

Regarding novel foods, Prof Sanchez noted that a lot of work was ongoing in this area that covered
cell-based foods, vegetable proteins, and protein alternatives such as insects, among others.
Presenting a Strengths/Weaknesses/Opportunities/Threats (SWOT) analysis of some of these new
foods, Prof Sanchez highlighted the importance of analysing novel foods from different perspectives to
fully understand their potential benefits, their potential risks and their relationship to wider issues such
as sustainability. Prof Sanchez also highlighted the importance of harmonization of terminology in this
area to facilitate ongoing discussion and regulation of these new foods.

Prof Sanchez concluded that in the era of sustainability there was, in his view, a need to consider the
concept of food integrity of which food safety was one important dimension along with other areas such
as wellbeing all along the food chain (One Health); ethics and values; authenticity and transparency;
culture; and sustainability.

Discussion
Members welcomed and appreciated the excellent keynote address and raised the following points:

¢ Novel foods and new technologies will contribute to agriculture production, food safety and
some issues pertaining to climate change and adaptation to new conditions;

o The focus of Codex work should be on new technologies and novel foods rather than on food
production systems;

e The Codex Alimentarius Commission should determine what the role and goal of Codex can
be in this area, and ensure that any Codex work focused on aspects that fall within its
operational framework, which could include the development of best practices;

e Codex should not lag behind in this area. Codex also needs to consider the mechanisms that
it would use to undertake this work, its risk assessment needs, and how to communicate on
these new issues;

e These topics were also relevant for ongoing discussions on the future of Codex;

e When considering these topics focus should be on addressing current challenges faced by
countries. Food waste is a key challenge faced by many countries and using new technology
to reduce food waste should be prioritized ahead of novel foods; and

e Discussion on these topics should be science-based.

The Chairperson of the CCEXEC sub-committee on new food sources and production systems gave
an update on the progress to date, highlighting some of the challenges that exist in the area such as
those related to terminology, the breadth of foods that could be covered, the differences in production
and the almost daily developments in the area. He noted that this presented difficulties for the sub-
committee but that the report would be forthcoming shortly.

The Representative of FAO highlighted that technology and innovation were key levers for more
efficient, inclusive, resilient and sustainable agrifood systems under the FAO Strategic Framework
2022-31*. Noting that new food sources and new technologies came with new challenges in terms of
consumer acceptance, costs and social impact, need for agreement among countries about regulatory
models, among others, the Representative underlined that technological advances needed to be
coupled with sociocultural and economic contexts, and promoted by policy changes in order to be
successful. The Representative recalled that FAO had developed a set of Strategic Priorities for Food
Safety for 2022-2031, which would be submitted to the FAO Council for the Member’s approval later
this year and encouraged CCLAC22 Members to identify priorities for FAO support in the area of safe
novel foods and new technologies.

The Representative of PAHO/WHO highlighted the importance of being alert to the potential risks posed
by new food sources and the need to have scientific evidence to determine their safety and relevant

4 https://www.fao.org/3/cb7099en/cbh7099en.pdf
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regulations to protect consumers. The Representative also underlined the need to consider a broader
picture of food safety challenges, including those related to climate change and changing consumer
behaviour’s such as the increasing use of e-commerce. The Representative recalled Strategic Priority
2 (Identifying and responding to food safety challenges resulting from the transformation and global
changes in food systems transformation) within the WHO Global Strategy for Food Safety 2022-2030°,
which invited countries to consider within their public policies the need to identify and respond to food
safety challenges arising from global changes and transformation of food systems.

The Representative of FAO, based in the region, emphasized that the future is now, with discussion on
many of these technologies and new food sources over the last two decades currently becoming a
reality and it was important for the region to take action and work together. The Representative
reiterated FAO’s willingness to assist and mentioned the importance of foresight studies in order to
anticipate future challenges in food safety.

Conclusion
CCLAC22:

i. expressed appreciation to Dr Sanchez for his keynote address and to the participants for
the open discussion;

i. recognized the importance of new technologies and newfood sources and the importance
of risk assessment and science in informing their use;

i agreed on the importance of further discussions with the Codex membership on this topic
in the Codex Alimentarius Commission and its subsidiary bodies to agree how Codex
should address this new issue (e.g. working mechanisms), for example to consider the
capacity of Codex to address this topic, including the consideration of associated risk
factors;

iv. noted the importance of minimizing food waste to ensure efficient use of existing food
sources to produce safe food and that new technologies could play an important role in
achieving this; and

V. noted the ongoing work of FAO and WHO in this area and highlighted the need for capacity
development in particular to ensure access to and capacity to implement and regulate new
technologies beneficial to existing food systems as well as to development of new food
sources.

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS COMMISSION AND CODEX
SUBSIDIARY BODIES (Agenda Item 3)°

CCLAC22 took note of the matters for information provided in document CX/LAC 22/22/3 and noted the
additional information presented and/or made comments as follows:

Matters for information

Application of the Statements of Principle (SoP) Concerning the Role of Science in the Codex Decision-
Making Process and the extent to which other factors are taken into account

Mr Raj Rajasekar, the Vice-Chairpersons of CAC, introduced the work on the application of the SoP
undertaken at the Executive Committee of CAC (CCEXEC)’. The Vice-Chairperson recalled that, even
though the SoP had been around for years, there were few cases where the SoP were practically
applied in the standard-setting work when there was general agreement on science but different views
on other factors. The Vice-Chairperson outlined the structure of the guidance on the application of the
SoP and the scenarios where the SoP would be applied. The Vice-Chairperson emphasized that the
intention of the CCEXEC work was to provide practical guidance and a flowchart to support the
operationalization of the SoP for use by CAC and its subsidiary bodies when encountering such
situations where there were different views on factors other than science. The Vice-Chairperson
encouraged the Members of CCLAC to reflect on this work and actively contribute to discussions to
address the application of the SoP.

5 https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/363475
6 CX/LAC 22/22/3; CRD2. (Costa Rica); CRD10 (Dominican Republic)
"REP22/EXEC1 para 69
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19. Members expressed appreciation for the work on the SoP by CCEXEC. However, some concerns were
expressed.

20. Concerning option 2 proposed in document CX/EXEC 22/83/3 Annex | para. 20 to include footnotes in
a Codex standard it was underlined that the legal implications of having such a footnote in a Codex
standard were unclear; that the use of footnotes in Codex standards, for example the use of Note 161
in the General Standard for Food Additives, was a complicated approach that led to complex discussions
at committee level; there was a risk that the use of such footnotes could become widespread and
indiscriminate and proposed as an option when a member doesn’'t agree and could undermine the
science based approach used to underpin Codex texts.

21. There were also concerns on how to define when such a footnote should be used in a standard; that if
a Codex member abstained from accepting a standard, with no basis for this within the Codex mandate,
Codex should not reflect the lack of acceptance in a standard, when all Codex procedures had already
been followed during its development.

22. CCLAC22 noted that this matter would be further discussed under Agenda Item 6.
The 60th Anniversary of the Codex Alimentarius Commission

23. The Codex Secretariat noted that 2023 marked the 60th Anniversary of CAC (Codex@60) and recalled
that CCEXEC82 had encouraged Members and Observers to fully engage in celebrating Codex@608.
The Codex Secretariat highlighted the plans underway, noting that; the central theme of World Food
Safety Day (WFSD) in 2023 would be “standards” and that events to celebrate Codex@60 would be
held in conjunction with WFSD as well as CAC46; that the annual Codex magazine in 2023 would be
dedicated to Codex@60, and would include articles on the history of the Committees, and some of the
key standards that Codex has developed over the past 60 years among others; and that an update of
the layout and referencing of Codex texts to ensure they were fit for purpose and digitally robust was
underway. The Codex Secretariat also recalled some proposals to celebrate Codex@60 made by
CCEXEC82 members and delegates to other Coordinating Committees ranging from the products that
could be developed, the types of initiatives that could de be implemented at national level and high-
level events to confirm political support for Codex.

24. The Codex Secretariat encouraged members to share their ideas to celebrate Codex@60 noting these
could be sent directly to the Codex Secretariat. CCLAC22 noted that this matter would be further
discussed under Agenda Item 7.

Monitoring the use and impact of Codex Standards

25. The Codex Secretariat provided an overview of the work to build a mechanism to monitor the use and
impact of Codex texts in line with the Codex Strategic Plan 2020-2025, Goal 3 “increase impact through
the recognition and use of Codex Standards”. The Codex Secretariat explained that the development
of the monitoring and evaluation (M&E) framework as a means of assessing the use and impact of
Codex texts was progressing in three directions:

e asurvey on the use of selected Codex texts and their impact to all Codex Members to be issued
annually;

e collaboration with the WTO Secretariat to explore monitoring of which Codex Texts have been
highlighted in trade negotiations, SPS, TBT notifications, specific trade concerns, and disputes,
but also for disputes that were prevented thanks to Codex texts; and

o tailored case studies to assess the use and impact of specific Codex texts within the context of
a Member Country or observer.

26. The Codex Secretariat encouraged Members of CCLAC to respond to the survey and to ensure the
involvement of their stakeholders at national level.

8 REP22/EXEC1, para 129
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Matters for action

Adoption of the General Standard for the Labelling of Non-Retail containers of Foods and consequential
amendments to the Procedural Manual

The Codex Secretariat highlighted that, as a consequence of the adoption of the General Standard for
the Labelling of Non-Retail containers of Foods (CXS 346-2021) at CAC44, the existing regional
standards should be revised to be in line with CXS 346-2021 which provided a standardized text for the
provision for the labelling of non-retail containers of foods:

“The labelling of non-retail containers should be in accordance with the General Standard for the
Labelling of Non-Retail Containers of Foods (CXS 346-2021)".

The Codex Secretariat drew the attention of CCLAC to two potential options; i) replacing the whole
provision for the labelling of non-retail containers of foods with the standardized text, and ii) replacing
the provision for the labelling of non-retail containers of foods with the standardized text and additionally
retaining relevant subsections with necessary amendments as outlined in the Annex | Part B of CX/LAC
22/22/3.

Costa Rica, as a co-chair of the Electronic Working Group (EWG) that had elaborated the General
Standard for the Labelling of Non-Retail containers of Foods (CXS 346-2021) at the Codex Committee
on Food Labelling (CCFL), presented their proposal of replacing the provision with the standardized
text while retaining a subsection for a specific requirement related to the “Nature of Produce” to ensure
consistency with CXS 346-2021 as outlined in CRD2. In the case of the Regional Standard for Yacon
(CXS 324R-2017), they also proposed a small modification to the text on the “Nature of Produce”,
deleting reference to the quantity in the package, noting that non-retail containers in most cases did not
have a specific weight.

CCLAC22 carefully reviewed both options for each of the standards and agreed to retain the subsection
for the “Nature of Produce” following the insertion of the standardized text for the Regional Standard for
Culantro Coyote (CXS 304R-2011), the Regional Standard for Lucuma (CXS 305R-2011) and the
Regional Standard for Yacon (CXS 324R-2017) and also agreed with the deletion of the quantity of the
product under the section of “Nature of Produce” in the Regional Standard for Yacon (CXS 324R-2017).

The Codex Secretariat explained that these revisions would be forwarded to CAC46 for adoption due
to short time between CCLAC22 and CCEXEC83 and CAC45. The Codex Secretariat further clarified
that the matters which did not directly relate to revision of standards and did not need to go through the
critical review process would be considered at the upcoming CAC45 including the appointment of the
regional coordinator, and that the report of CCLAC22 would be made available within two weeks of
conclusion of the session to enable reference to the report at CCEXEC83 and CACA45.

Conclusion
CCLAC22:

i. took note of the information provided in the working document and the additional information
provided by the Vice-Chairperson of the CAC and the Codex Secretariat during the session;

i. took note of the comments on the SoP and agreed to further discuss under Agenda Item 6; and

iii. agreed to forward the revision to the section on labelling of non-retail containers in the Regional
Standards for Culantro Coyote (CXS 304R-2011), Lucuma (CXS 305R-2011) and Yacon
(CXS 324R-2017) to CACA46 for adoption (Appendix II).

ALIGNMENT OF FOOD ADDITIVE PROVISIONS IN CCLAC REGIONAL STANDARDS WITH THE
GENERAL STANDARD FOR FOOD ADDITIVES (Agenda Item 4)°

The Codex Secretariat introduced the item recalling that, following CCLAC?21, a series of circular letters
(CLs) had been issued highlighting the options available for alignment of the food additive provisions in
regional standards with the General Standard for Food Additives (CXS 192 — 1995) and seeking input
from CCLAC members on potential ways forward and information supporting the proposed options. He
presented the current food additive provisions and food additives permitted for corresponding food
categories in CXS 192-1995 for each standard, together with the potential options; i) not permitting any
food additives, ii) accepting food additives for use in accordance with CXS 192-1995, which was not

9 CX/LAC 22/22/4; CX/ILAC 22/22/4 Add.1 (Costa Rica, Cuba and Peru); CRD10 (Dominican Republic)
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applicable to the Regional Standard for Lucuma (CXS 305R-2011) due to the absence of the permitted
food additives in the food category to which lucuma belongs, and iii) developing a list of food additives
permitted in this commodity. The Codex Secretariat stressed that technical justifications should be
submitted to the Codex Committee on Food Additives (CCFA) to permit food additives to be used in
these commodities.

Regional Standard for Culantro Coyote (CXS 304R-2011)

CCLAC22 noted general support for the option of not permitting food additives due to the nature of the
commodity as a fresh vegetable.

One Member, while not objecting to the option of not permitting food additives, noted that contamination
of culantro coyote was a serious problem that could also affect trade and that it would be beneficial for
producers to have options in terms of post-harvest disinfection. To facilitate this option there would be
a need to accept food additives for use in accordance with CXS 192-1995 and revise Note 262 inCXS
192-1995 to make the food additives in the food category 04.2.1.1 acceptable for culantro coyote.
However, the data and technical justification to support this proposal were not yet available.

The Codex Secretariat clarified that the Members could present a proposal to revise the food additive
provisions in any of the regional standards at a future session of CCLAC, if and when new data on the
use of food additives along with technical justifications became available.

Regional Standard for Lucuma (CXS 305R-2011) and Regional Standard for Yacon (CXS 324R-2017)

CCLAC?22 noted general support for the option of not permitting food additives due to the nature of the
commodities as fresh fruits or vegetables.

One Member, while accepting the option of not permitting food additives in a spirit of compromise,
expressed the view that the option to develop a list of food additives permitted in these commaodities
when the data and technical justifications became available should remain.

Conclusion
CCLAC22 agreed:

i. that no food additives were permitted for culantro coyote, lucuma and yacon and to inform
CCFA53 accordingly, noting that Members could present a new proposal regarding food
additives at a future session of CCLAC based on new data and technological advances; and

i. to forward the updated sections in the Regional Standard for Culantro Coyote (CXS 304R-
2011) and the Regional Standard for Lucuma (CXS 305R-2011) to indicate that “No food
additives are permitted in foods conforming to this standard” to CCFA53 for endorsement and
to CACA46 for adoption (Appendix II).

FOOD SAFETY AND QUALITY IN THE REGION INCLUDING CURRENT AND EMERGING ISSUES-
COUNTRY UPDATES (Agenda Iltem 5)%°

The Representative from FAO in the region, introduced parts 1 and 2 of the working document, and
reflected on the importance of reviewing the work of CCLAC in line with its terms of reference and
identified key issues that were prioritized since its first session. The Representative recalled some of
the milestones for CCLAC, including: coining of the term “alimentos inocuos” (safe food) (CCLAC3);
consideration of the establishment of National Codex Committees (CCLACG6); regional needs on risk
assessment (CCLAC12), welcoming the Codex Trust Fund (CTF) for enhanced participation of
countries in Codex (CCLACL13); private standards for food safety (CCLACL17); revitalization of the
Coordinating Committees (CCLAC19); and antimicrobial resistance (AMR), new technologies and
climate change (CCLAC21).

The Representative also summarized the work on AMR from 2017-2022 at both global and regional
levels. The Representative recalled the publication of new and revised Codex texts on AMR, underlined
FAOs work on AMR in 13 countries in the region and acknowledged the support of several donors. With
reference to the annual Tripartite AMR Country Self-Assessment Survey (TrACSS) which collects data
on AMR action plan development and implementation status at country level, the Representative
encouraged countries to update information on focal points to facilitate responding to the survey which
provides FAO and WHO with data that enables them to better respond to regional needs.

10 CX/LAC 22/22/5; CRD9 (El Salvador)
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42. The FAO Representative informed CCLAC22 on the background, content, elaboration and
endorsement processes of the FAO Strategic Priorities for Food Safety within the FAO Strategic
Framework 2022-2031 with the vision to provide “Safe food for all people at all times” and the mission
“To support Members in continuing to improve food safety at all levels by providing scientific advice and
strengthening their food safety capacities for efficient, inclusive, resilient and sustainable agrifood
systems.”

43. The FAO Representative further noted that this would be considered by the FAO Council in December
2022 and highlighted the four Strategic Outcomes of the document which address (i) reinforcement of
intergovernmental and multi-stakeholder engagement in inter-sectoral coordination of food safety
governance for food safety, (ii) providing sound scientific advice and evidence as a foundation for food
safety decision-making, (iii) further strengthening and improving national food control systems, and (iv)
promoting public and private stakeholder collaboration to ensure food safety management and controls
throughout agrifood systems.

44. The FAO representative thanked the CCLAC countries (Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Dominican Republic,
Ecuador, Mexico, Peru, Nicaragua) who had reviewed and provided feedback on the draft strategic
document. The Representative also reminded Members on the process to request capacity
development support from FAO, namely by submission of such requests through the country and
regional FAO offices and inclusion of the food safety domain in the FAO Country Programming
Framework.

45. The PAHO/WHO Representative provided an overview of part 3 of the working document highlighting
some of the progress made in capacity development in the region. These included: the progress in
countries in the region in assessing their national food control systems using the PAHO/WHO-IICA
Performance Vision and Strategy (DVE) tool and the FAO/WHO Food Control System Assessment
Tool; progress in the area of risk analysis including an FAO/PAHO/WHO baseline survey with countries
in the Americas to identify their needs and strengths in terms of risk analysis capacity building; and
some of the new resources and manuals available to countries in the region.

46. With regard to the CTF, the Representative underlined the progress made by Honduras, Bolivia, El
Salvador, Guatemala, Guyana and Cuba and encouraged remaining eligible countries ! for CTF
projects to submit project proposals for the next round before 20th December 2022.

47. Finally, the Representative provided an update on the Global Strategy for Food Safety (GSFS) that was
adopted through the Resolution WHA75(22) in the World Health Assembly 75 in May 2022, and
launched on 17 October 2022 with its main objective to guide and support Member States in their efforts
to prioritize, plan, implement, monitor and periodically evaluate actions towards reducing the burden of
foodborne disease by continuously strengthening their food control systems and promoting global
cooperation. The Representative noted that a WHO Technical Advisory Group (TAG) was working
towards the development of a roadmap to support effective implementation of the strategy and that
WHO and FAO were developing a joint coordination framework to align WHO and FAO strategies,
clearly outline the responsibilities of both organizations and build synergies to support countries with a
common vision, safe food for all.

Discussion

48. Members expressed appreciation for the working document, presentations and efforts of FAO and WHO
in the region and made the following points:

Codex Trust Fund

o Recipient countries expressed appreciation for the support received through the CTF as well
as from other Codex members as they developed their national infrastructure and capacities.

¢ Recipient countries highlighted the value of CTF in supporting countries to enhance their
participation and leadership in Codex and encouraged FAO and WHO to continue to support
CTF graduate countries.

e Some members expressed ongoing willingness to share experiences in the region.

11 Belize, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Grenada, Haiti, Jamaica, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Saint Lucia, Saint
Vincent & Grenadines and Suriname.
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Technical assistance

Technical assistance provided by FAO and PAHO/WHO was fundamental to the region.
Technical assistance initiatives should be spread out in an equitable manner across the region.

Technical assistance from the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA)
was also key to enhancing the regions capacity to participate in Codex work.

Information sharing

Countries in the region should work together to both enhance their effectiveness in Codexand
to continually improve food safety in the region.

CCLAC countries could regularly report (e.g. on a quarterly or six-monthly basis) on national
initiatives and activities through, for example, an online mechanism to identify synergies and
facilitate cooperation.

More discussions on Codex standards should be held with regulators to facilitate their uptake
and use at the national level.

Emerging issues

The top three emerging issues in food safety identified at regional level in CCLAC21, namely
AMR, new technologies and climate change were still relevant.

While new technologies were still emerging it was important to further explore and discuss this
issue.

In Codex work climate change should only be considered in terms of its direct impact on food
safety and quality and within the Codex mandate.

Languages used in the region

49. One French speaking country in the region highlighted the challenges in participation in regional
discussions and CCLAC in the absence of French interpretation and encouraged efforts to be made to
address this in both informal and formal meetings. The Chairperson in acknowledging the challenge
indicated that efforts would be made to see how this issue could be addressed.

Conclusion
50. CCLAC22:

Vi.

noted the information provided by FAO and WHO and expressed appreciation for the support
provided through the CTF and other FAO and WHO/PAHO initiatives in the region;

acknowledged the support of IICA in strengthening the capacity of CCLAC members to
participate in Codex;

requested FAO and WHO to continue to provide such support on an equitable basis across the
region, particularly in areas such as improvement of the national food control systems,
application of risk analysis, and risk-based food inspection systems;

encouraged eligible CTF countries to apply the Codex Diagnostic tool as a first step before
applying for a CTF project;

encouraged countries to regularly share information on food safety initiatives with the aim of
identifying synergies and facilitating cooperation; and

requested, the Commission to consider adding French, an official UN language, as an official
language for CCLAC, noting that there was also a French speaking country in the region, to
ensure full inclusivity of that country in CCLAC meetings.
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CODEX WORK RELEVANT TO THE REGION (AGENDA ITEM 6)*2

The Chairperson introduced the item highlighting its importance for the region, and recalling the process
established by CCLAC18 to develop regional positions. The Chairperson expressed appreciation to the
Members for their inputs to the working document which covered Codex work relevant to the region
since 2019. The Chairperson noted that Tables 1 and 2 in CX/LAC 22/22/6 were for information
purposes only aiming to provide an overview of the Codex work items that members of the region were
actively engaged with or were leading through electronic working groups. Table 3 on the other hand
aimed to identify those items of ongoing work in Codex for which CCLAC might develop a regional
position. The Chairperson noted that several Members had presented CRDs proposing additional items
to be included in both Tables 1 and 3.

Discussion
Tables 1 and 2

With regard to the ongoing work in CCFH on the development of Guidelines for the safe use and re-
use of water in food production, one Member highlighted some corrections to be made to Table 1 (i.e.
replacing USA with EU as co-chair of the EWG) and requested CCLAC Members to review the current
draft document and provide comments in response to CL 2022/48/OCS-FH. The Member also informed
CCLAC22 that Honduras in collaboration with FAO had recently held a workshop on the application of
decision tools to support safe use and re-use of water and that the report would be shared with Members
as soon as it was available.

Requests for additions and/or amendments to Table 1 and 2, were also made in relation to the items
concerning CCNFSDU and CCPR. A revised version of Table 1 and 2 is included in Appendix IV.

Table 3
In response to requests from Members the following items were added to Table 3:
e CCFA - Use of certain additives in wine (Chile)

e CCCEF - Proposal for the establishment of Maximum Levels (MLs) for Inorganic Arsenic in
shellfish and fish (Chile)

e CCPR - Guidelines for the recognition of active substances or authorized uses of active
substances of low public health concern that are considered exempt from the establishment of
maximum residue limits or that do not give rise to residues (Chile)

e Amendment to the General Standard for fruit juices and nectars (CXS 247-2005) (Brazil)

e CCNFSDU - Proposal for the elaboration of Harmonized Probiotic Guidelines for Use in Foods
and Food Supplements (Argentina)

CCLAC22 discussed each of the items in Table 3 as outlined below and reached the following regional
positions. The Chairperson confirmed that he would present them at the relevant Codex meetings as
the regional positions.

Codex Committee on Residues of Veterinary Drugs in Foods — CCRVDF

Draft standard for zilpaterol hydrochloride held at step 4

CCLAC22 considered this issue using CRD4 as the basis for the discussion. There was general support
for the content of CRD4 and for its inclusion in this report as Appendix V to support the regional position.

Conclusion
CCLAC22:

e agreed that all Codex decisions must be based on science and risk assessment principles;

12 CX/LAC 22/22/6; CRD4 (Advancement of the Standard to Establish MRLs On Zilpaterol Hydrochloride, CRD
Proposal — Regional Position), CRD6 (Chile); CRD7 (Brazil); CRD8 (Argentina); CRD9 (El Salvador); CRD11
(Costa Rica)
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e agreed that it was clear that there were no scientific reasons contrary to the recommendation
made by JECFA, nor any other legitimate factors that should be considered at the global level.
In this regard, factors outside the Codex mandate should not influence risk management or
achievement of consensus;

e supported the adoption of the proposed MRLs by CACA45 at Step 5/8 noting that the proposed
MRLs for Zilpaterol Hydrochloride had a scientific basis that supported their use and reiterated
the role of Codex standards as reference standards in the WTO SPS Agreement.

Codex Committee on Nutrition and Foods for Special Dietary Uses — CCNFSDU

Proposal for new work on the guidelines for the development of nutrient profiles for front-of-pack
labelling

CCLAC22 discussed the proposal for new work based on the information provided in CRD11. There
was general support for this work, although one Member questioned the need for it noting that WHO
had already developed guidelines on nutrient profiles.

Another Member requested an extension to the scope of work to address the issue of criteria for
qualifying or disqualifying the use of nutrition claims.

Conclusion

CCLAC22 supported the proposal for new work on the development of the General Guidelines for the
Establishment of Nutrient Profiles and the referral of the project document by CCNFSDU43 to CAC46
for adoption as new work.

One Member did not support this regional position noting that WHO had already developed guidelines
on nutrient profiles.

Finalize the update of the Standard for Infant Formula

CCLAC22 noted that this issue had been under discussion in CCNFSDU for more than a decade and
the proposal that the region support completion at CCNFSDU43 and final adoption at CAC46.

While Members supported the importance of concluding this work and their commitment to this, they
considered it difficult to develop a regional position at this session as technical discussions were still
ongoing at CCNFSDU.

Conclusion

CCLAC22 agreed to invite its Members to continue to engage in this work and participate in
CCNFSDUA43 so that the update on the standard for infant formula could be finalised in a timely manner,
ideally at CAC46.

Discussion on paper on harmonized probiotic guidelines for use in food and food supplements

CCLAC22 considered this issue as presented in CRD8, recalling that a similar proposal had been
previously submitted to CCNFSDU. Argentina clarified that the current proposal had been substantially
revised and included the proposal to develop a definition for probiotics.

Conclusion
CCLAC?22 agreed to support the new proposal for inclusion on the agenda of CCNFSDUA43.

One Member noted that they needed more time to consider this issue before they could support the
regional position.

Codex Committee on Pesticide Residues — CCPR

Amendment of the portion of commaodities to which maximum residue limits apply and which is analysed,
CXA 4-1989 Classification of Foods and Animal Feeds

CCLAC22 deliberated on this issue, noting the importance of having the latest version of CXA 4-1989
Classification of Foods and Animal Feeds available on the Codex website, considering that the version
online also did not include the latest harmonization of the products contained in Group 014 (Assorted
fruits — inedible peel) and Group 006 (Assorted tropical and sub-tropical fruits - inedible peel) in the
Modification of the portion of commodities to which MRLs applied and which is analyzed, with respect
to whether they were the same commaodities as well as the description of the portion of the commaodities
to which the MRLs were applied and analyzed.
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One Member recalled that the issue raised in the proposal had been discussed by CCPR53 and that it
would be further considered by the EWG on the revision of the classification of food and animal feed
which would make recommendations for consideration by CCPR54.

CCLAC22 also noted that a review of the Guidelines on portion of commaodities to which MRLs apply
and which was analyzed (CXG 41-1993) with a comparison to the Classification of Food and Animal
Feed (CXA 4-1989) to consider revocation of CXG41 to avoid coexistence of the two documents
addressing the same provisions was ongoing.

Another Member noted that the version currently available online was not user friendly and this aspect
should also be addressed in the update.

Conclusion
CCLAC22:

e recognized that the latest version of CCPR standards were available on the Codex website.
However, the version of CXA 4-1989 Classification of Foods and Animal Feeds available on
the website was still that amended in 1993 and did not include the latest update adopted at
CAC42 Revision of the Classification of Food and Feed (CXA 4-1989): Miscellaneous
commodities not meeting the criteria for crop grouping;

e taking into account that an EWG was working on the issue, considered that it was important
that the updated version of CXA 4-1989 Classification of Food and Feed was available online
and requested the Codex Secretariat to prioritize this update and ensure that the latest versions
of standards were made available on the Codex website in a timely manner.

Guidelines for the recognition of active substances or authorized uses of active substances of low public
health concern that are considered exempt from the establishment of maximum residue limits or that
do not give rise to residues.

CCLAC22 considered this issue based on the information provided in CRD6.
Conclusion

CCLAC22 supported the advancement to Step 8 of the Guidelines for the recognition of active
substances or authorized uses of active substances of low public health concern that are considered
exempt from the establishment of maximum residue limits or that do not give rise to residues.

Codex Committee on Contaminants in Foods — CCCF

Approval of Maximum Levels of cadmium in cocoa powder (100% of total cocoa solids on a dry matter
basis)

CCLAC22 supported the adoption of the regional position, as agreed at CCCF15, to advance the ML
of 2.0 mg/kg cadmium for cocoa powder from 100% total cocoa solids to Step 5/8 and its adoption by
CAC45.

CCLAC22 endorsed the agreements reached in the technical committee (CCCF15) and recommended
not to reopen the technical discussion at CAC45.

Proposal for the establishment of Maximum Levels (MLs) for Inorganic Arsenic in shellfish and fish.
CCLAC22 supported the work proposal for the establishment of these MLs as proposed in CRD6..

Executive Committee of the Codex Alimentarius Commission — CCEXEC

Application of the Statements of Principle (SoP) Concerning the Role of Science and the Extent to which
other Factors are taken into Account

CCLAC22 considered CX/EXEC 22/83/3 “CCEXEC subcommittee on the application of the SoP -
report” highlighting the importance of actively engaging in the discussion of the SoP as it was
fundamental to the role of science in the Codex decision making process.

CCLAC22 expressed the following concerns on Option 2 “Use of footnotes in standards” (para. 20 of
Annex | of CX/EXEC 22/83/3) as one of the options for acknowledging the use of Statement 4 of the
SoP, noting:

¢ there was a lack of understanding of its legal implications, e.g. in a WTO dispute panel; and
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e inserting a footnote in a standard which made reference to Members who abstained from
acceptance of a standard for reasons outside the mandate of CAC was not relevant and could
cause confusion with other footnotes of a more technical nature.

One Member stressed their concerns with the flowchart, noting that some of the options presented were
not applicable as the only option available if a Member opposed the adoption of a standard that was
based on science was to abstain from acceptance of the standard while not preventing its advancement.

One Member stated that in their view the SoP were sufficiently clear and therefore further guidance was
not needed.

Another Member mentioned that they had submitted a CRD for consideration at CAC45, which included
proposals on the flowchart and other aspects related to the application of the SoP and encouraged
Members to review it once made available on the CACA45 page.

Conclusion
CCLAC22:

e supported Option 1, in relation to the options for acknowledging the use of Statement 4 of the
SoP, i.e. to record in the report the position of those members who abstain based on other
factors that fall outside the mandate of CAC;

e agreed that Option 2 was not feasible as it was not possible to justify the inclusion of a footnote
in a standard which would include the above-mentioned factors as the basis for a Member
abstaining from accepting a specific standard.

e remained concerned regarding some aspects included in paragraph 23, CX/EXEC 22/83/3,
“Other options in situations when the CAC is unable to advance/adopt a standard in line with
the SoP and criteria for consideration of other factors”, such as:

- proposing more time for discussion, without clarifying that a deadline should be
provided, so that it was not held indefinitely, without a decision being taken;

- proposing the retention of the standard pending consideration of any new information
that may be presented, without defining a deadline for evidence or data to be provided
for the work of the expert committee;

- proposing the revision of the scope of application of the standard (this is part of the
critical review to be undertaken when the proposal is made).

One Member abstained from agreeing with the regional position.
Future of Codex, in relation to working modalities - virtual, hybrid, in-person.

In considering this issue, one Member expressed concern that it was not possible to intervene virtually
in CCFH53 and requested that such participation be made possible, noting that Members facing
different challenges e.g. lack of travel resources, could not otherwise participate.

Another Member stressed that the importance of transparency irrespective of meeting modality and that
there was a need to have a clear understanding and consistent use of the term hybrid meeting.

The Codex Secretariat clarified that CCFH53 was a physical meeting which would be also broadcast in
an effort to increase transparencyand to ensure that small delegations could continue to be supported
by experts not physically present in the room. The Codex Secretariat noted that additional costs
associated with implementing hybrid meetings was a limiting factor to their use.

The Chairperson informed CCLAC22 that the Coordinator could support countries in bringing their
positions to the attention of CCFH53.

Conclusion
CCLAC22 stressed:

e the importance of following up on the discussions and recommendations of the Executive
Committee on this issue; and

e that any and all working modalities to be adopted, should ensure transparency and the widest
possible participation of Members.
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New food technologies

CCLAC22 considered the information on this topic that had been presented in other items (2, 3, 5) as
the basis for reaching their conclusions.

Conclusion
CCLAC22:

e appreciated the importance of new technologies to produce novel foods and recognized that
there was an enormous diversity of foods at global level that were not known in other parts of
the world that may need to be considered.

e underlined that Codex, as a standard-setting body, should not be concerned with production
systems, which globally were very diverse and adapted to local realities. Therefore, the focus
of Codex should be to assess the current situation and guide governments to detect, prevent
and/or control food hazards.

e was convinced that Codex was the right body to deal with all these foods and new technologies,
identifying risk factors, assessing them and determining appropriate risk management
measures to ensure food safety and fair practices in the food trade globally.

e was also aware that in the future it may be necessary to convene expert groups to address
some of the specific issues regarding these new and traditional foods entering the world market
in order to regulate the relevant aspects, and CCLAC would always support the scientific advice
provided by FAO and WHO. In this regard, CCLAC22 recalled that expert groups should have
regional representation precisely because production systems were different all over the world.

o with regard to the structure of Codex to address these new issues, considered that they should
be addressed on a case-by-case basis, as for some foods it may be necessary to create a Task
Force but for others, the simple revitalization of currently inactive committees or a small
modification to the mandate of current Codex committees would make them useful for this
purpose, without having a disproportionate impact on the Codex budget.

e urged the continuation of discussions on these issues at CAC so that as many Members as
possible could listen to their peers, enrich their knowledge, allay their doubts, and intervene to
ensure more transparency in the process.

One Member (Chile) noted that they needed more time to consider this issue before they could support
the regional position.

Codex Committee on Food Additives (CCFA)
Use of certain additives in wine

In discussing this proposal contained in CRD6, Members highlighted the importance of this work
particularly for wine producing countries in the region. They also recognized there were only very few
food additive provisions in Codex for wine compared to other standard setting bodies and that based
on this lack of Codex provisions, national regulations were incomplete, and this was resulting in barriers
to trade.

One Member recalled the discussions that took place during CCEXEC78 and CCFA52 regarding the
reference to specific documents of standards setting organizations that may have procedures different
from those of Codex, like a more limited membership and development of standards in a less
transparent manner than Codex.

Conclusion

CCLAC?22 agreed to support the advancement of a proposal that would lead to a consensus on the use
of additives in wines, for eventual incorporation into the General Standard on Food Additives (GSFA).

Codex Committee on Processed Fruits and Vegetables (CCPEV)

Discussion paper on the amendment of the General Standard for Fruit Juices and Nectars (CXS 247-
2005)

CCLAC22 considered this issue based on CRD?7.
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Conclusion

. CCLAC22 supported the amendment of the General Standard for Fruit Juices and Nectars (CXS 247-
2005), for the stratification of the single Brix reference to cover the distinction between Vitis vinifera L
and Vitis labrusca species, in order to improve both the accuracy and coverage of the standard for
better adoption and transparency in the grape juice trade.

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CODEX STRATEGIC PLAN 2020-2025 (Agenda Item 7)*3

. Due to time constraints, it was not possible to discuss this item during CCLAC22. The Chairperson
nevertheless noted that this was an important item for the region, linked to many of the items already
discussed, including Codex@60, and therefore proposed that discussion of this issue and in particular
the update of the regional work plans to support implementation of the Codex strategic plan and the
regional communication work plan could be undertaken by an electronic working group (EWG).

Conclusion

. CCLAC22 agreed to establish an EWG working in English and Spanish, led by Ecuador (CCLAC
Coordinator) and open to all Members and Observers from the region to:

e review and update the regional work plan for 2022 - 2024 to support implementation of the
Codex Strategic Plan 2020-2025;

e review and update the regional communications work plan 2022 - 2024; and

o complete the update of the work plans within six months to facilitate their implementation in
advance of CCLAC23.

. CCLAC22 encouraged all Members, FAO, WHO/PAHO and the Codex Secretariat to participate inthe
EWG in the revision of the work plans and to ensure they were realistic and achievable in the next two
years while also reflecting the priority needs of the region, and to work together in their implementation.

NOMINATION OF THE COORDINATOR (Agenda Item 8) 14

. The Codex Secretariat introduced the item recalling that Ecuador had been appointed as Coordinator
for LAC by CAC43, and having served for one term, was eligible for re-appointment.

. CCLAC22 acknowledged the excellent work of Ecuador and unanimously agreed to recommend
CACA45 to reappoint Ecuador for a second term as Coordinator for LAC.

. Ecuador thanked the Members of CCLAC for their support and accepted the nomination.

OTHER BUSINESS (Agenda Item 9)

. There were no items raised for consideration under other business. However, Members expressed their
grateful appreciation to IICA for the extensive support that they provide to CCLAC throughout the year,
including for example hosting and providing interpretation for informal meetings, support to the
Coordinator etc., which was fundamental for collaboration and coordination among all Members in the
region.

DATE AND PLACE OF THE NEXT SESSION (Agenda Item 10)

. CCLAC22 was informed that its 23rd Session would be held in approximately two years’ time and that
more detailed arrangements would be communicated to Members following the appointment of the
Coordinator by CAC45 and further consultation with the Codex Secretariat.

13 CX/LAC 22/22/7; CRD3 (Codex Communications Work Plan — Progress Report); CRD5 (implementation of the
Codex Strategic Plan 2020 — 2025: possible CCLAC Activities); CRD9 (El Salvador)
14 CX/LAC 22/22/8; CRD9 (El Salvador); CRD10 (Dominican Republic)
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS
LISTE DES PARTICIPANTS

LISTA DE PARTICIPANTES

CHAIRPERSON — PRESIDENT — PRESIDENTE

Mr Rommel Anibal Betancourt
Coordinador General de Inocuidad de Alimentos
Agencia de Regulacion y Control Fito y Zoosanitaria-AGROCALIDAD Quito
(Presidente Regional del Comité Coordinador FAO/OMS para América Latina y El Caribe-CCLAC)
Quito

CHAIR’S ASSISTANTS — ASSISTANTES DU PRESIDENT — ASISTENTES DEL
PRESIDENTE

Ms Daniela Vivero Rosero
Secretaria del Comité Coordinador FAO/OMS para América Latina y El Caribe- CCLAC
Quito

Ms Sofia Rivera Vega
Secretaria del Comité Coordinador FAO/OMS para América Latina y El Caribe- CCLAC
Quito
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MEMBER COUNTRIES — PAYS MEMBRES - PAISES MIEMBROS

ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA -
ANTIGUA-ET-BARBUDA —

ANTIGUA Y BARBUDA

Mr Jonah Ormond

Registrar-Pesticides and Toxic Chemicals

Ministry of Agriculture Fisheries and Barbuda Affairs
Ministry of Agriculture, Lands, Fisheries, & Barbuda
Affairs

St. John's

ARGENTINA - ARGENTINE

Ing Gabriela Alejandra Catalani

Punto Focal del Codex

Direccion Nacional de Relaciones Internacionales
Secretaria de Agricultura, Ganaderia y Pesca
Buenos Aires

Ing Maria Alejandra Larre
Asesora

Direccion Nacional de Relaciones Internacionales
Secretaria Agricultura, Ganaderia y Pesca

Dr Mariana Parodi

Asesora

Direccion Nacional de Relaciones Internacionales
Secretaria de Agricultura, Ganaderia y Pesca

Ms Margarita Pecker

Técnico Profesional

Coordinacién de Relaciones Internacionales
SENASA

Ms Maria Victoria Schriro

Jefa de Dto. de Evaluacion de Riesgo y
Convergencia

Regulatoria

INAL

Mr Claudio Magno
Técnico Profesional
INAL

Ing Analia Castellani
Asesora
Centro de la Industria Lechera

BAHAMAS

Dr Patricia Johnson

Director

Bahamas Agricultural Health and Food Safety
Authority (BAHFSA)

Nassau

BARBADOS - BARBADE

Mrs Cheryl Lewis

Technical Officer

Barbados National Standards Institution
St. Michael

BELIZE - BELICE

Dr Natalie Gibson

Laboratory Administrator/Deputy Director
Belize Agricultural Health Authority
Belize

BOLIVIA (PLURINATIONAL STATE OF) —
BOLIVIE (ETAT PLURINATIONAL DE) -

BOLIVIA (ESTADO PLURINACIONAL DE)

Eng Wilder Fernando Aguilar Quispe
Punto de Contacto

Codex Bolivia

La Paz

Eng Brenda Giselle Mamani Ott

Delegada

Ministerio de Desarrollo Productivo y Economia
Plural

Viacha

BRAZIL - BRESIL - BRASIL

Mr Andre Luis De Sousa Dos Santos
Chair of the Brazilian Codex Alimentarius
Committee

National Institute of Metrology, Quality and
Technology - Inmetro

Rio de Janeiro

Ms Gabriella Calixto Da Silva Guedes Nicacio
Assistant

National Institute of Metrology, Quality and
Technology

Mr Rafael Vinicius G. C. Lima

Assistant

National Institute of Metrology, Quality and
Technology

Mr Diogo Penha Soares

Health Regulation Expert

Brazilian Health Regulation Agency
Brasilia

Ms Fernanda Rodrigues Spinelli

Consultora

Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Food Supply
Brasilia
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Mr Paulo Roque Silva

Researcher

National Institute of Metrology, Quality and
Technology - Inmetro

Mr Marlos Schuck Vicenzi

Coordenador de Regulamentacéo - Vinhos e
Bebidas

Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Food Supply
Brasilia

Mr Cesar Augusto Vandesteen Junior

Auditor Fiscal Federal Agropecuario

Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Food Supply —
MAPA

Brasilia

CHILE - CHILI

Ms Roxana Vera

Jefa del Subdepartamento de Acuerdos
Internacionales

Servicio Agricola y Ganadero (SAG)
Ministerio de Agricultura

Santiago

Mr Gonzalo Aranda

Profesional Subdepartamento de Acuerdos
Internacionales

Servicio Agricola y Ganadero (SAG)
Ministerio de Agricultura

Santiago

Mr Jorge Carvajal

Profesional Subdepartamento de Acuerdos
Internacionales

Servicio Agricola y Ganadero (SAG)
Ministerio de Agricultura

Santiago

Ms Claudia Espinoza

Profesional Subdepartamento de Acuerdos
Internacionales

Servicio Agricola y Ganadero (SAG)
Ministerio de Agricultura

Santiago

Mr Claudio Nufiez Contardo

Profesional Subdepartamento de Acuerdos
Internacionales

Servicio Agricola y Ganadero (SAG)
Ministerio de Agricultura

Santiago

Mr Fernando Catalan

Asesor Técnico

Subsecretaria de Relaciones Econdmicas
Internacionales (SUBREI)

Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores
Santiago

Mrs Paulina Chavez
Asesor Técnico
Ministerio de Salud
Santiago

Ms Cassandra Pacheco Vasquez

Punto de Contacto del Codex

Agencia Chilena para la Calidad e Inocuidad
Alimentaria (ACHIPIA)

Ministerio de Agricultura

Santiago

Mrs Constanza Vergara

Asesor Técnico

Agencia Chilena para la Calidad e Inocuidad
Alimentaria (ACHIPIA)

Ministerio de Agricultura

Santiago

Mr Diego Varela

Secretario Ejecutivo

Agencia Chilena para la Calidad e Inocuidad
Alimentaria (ACHIPIA)

Ministerio de Agricultura

Santiago

Mrs Moénica Rojas

Jefa de Asuntos Internacionales

Servicio Nacional de Pesca y Acuicultura
(SERNAPESCA)

Ministerio de Economia, Fomento y Turismo
Valparaiso

Mrs Claudia Villarroel

Regulatory and Scientific Affairs Specialist
Nestlé Chile

Santiago

COLOMBIA - COLOMBIE

Eng Maria Claudia Jiménez

Profesional especializada

Instituto Nacional de Vigilancia de Medicamentos y
Alimentos - Invima

Bogota

Mrs Lorena Aydee Herrefio Téllez

Asesora

Ministerio de Comercio, Industria y Turismo
Bogota

Eng Blanca Cristina Olarte Pinilla
Profesional especializada

Ministerio de Salud y Proteccién Social
Bogota

Eng Indira Janet Ramos Jara Ramos Jara
Profesional especializada

Ministerio de Salud y Proteccién Social
Bogota



REP23/LAC - Appendix |

18

Eng Miguel Angel Rincén Barrera

Asesor

Ministerio de Comercio, Industria y Turismo
Bogota

Eng Norma Constanza Soto Tarquino

Profesional especializada

Instituto Nacional de Vigilancia de Medicamentos y
Alimentos - INVIMA

COSTA RICA

Mrs Luisa Maria Diaz Sanchez

Directora

Ministerio de Economia Industria y Comercio
San José

Mrs Tatiana Cruz Ramirez
Jefa

Departamento de Reglamentacién Técnica y Codex
Ministry of Economy, Industry and Commerce
San José

Mrs Melina Flores Rodriguez

Asesora Codex

Ministerio de Economia Indutria y Comercio
Tibas

Mrs Amanda Lasso Cruz

Asesora Codex

Ministerio de Economia Industria y Comercio
San José

CUBA

Dr Nancy Fernandez Rodriguez
Directora General

Oficina Nacional de Normalizacién
La Habana

Ms Mariela Cue Ladron De Guevara
Directora

Ministerio Comercio Exterior y la Inversion
Extranjera

La Habana

Mrs Cira Gonzalez Pérez
Especialista de Calidad
MINAG

La habana

Mrs Damaiky Hernandez Duarte
Directora

MINAL

La Habana

Ms Rocio Hernandez Dust6
Jefa de Grupo de Calidad
MINAL

La Habana

Mrs Mayra Marti Pérez

Jefa de departamento de higiene de los alimentos
Direccion Nacional de Sanidad Ambiental del
Ministerio de Salud Publica

La Habana

Dr Jorge Félix Medina Pérez

Secretario Codex Cuba

Ministerio de Ciencia, Tecnologia y Medio
ambiente/CITMA

La Habana

Mr Osvaldo Vladimir Pufiales Sosa

Funcionario Especialista en Higiene, Epidemiologia
y Nutricién, Jefe de programa de Prevencion y
Control de las Enfermedades Transmitidas por los
Alimentos

Ministerio de Salud Publica

La Habana

Eng Mariana De JesuUs Pérez Periche
Jefa

Ministerio de la Agricultura

La Habana

DOMINICA - DOMINIQUE

Ms Mara Abraham

Programme Manager - Standards Development
Dominica Bureau of Standards

Roseau

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC -
DOMINICAINE, REPUBLIQUE -

DOMINICANA, REPUBLICA

Mr Modesto Buenaventura Pérez Blanco
Coordinador Normas Alimenticias

Ministerio de Salud Publica y Asistencia Social
(MSP)

Santo Domingo

Dra. Svetlana Afanasieva, MD, PhD
Coordinadora del programa de fortificacion de
alimentos

Programa de Nutricion del Viceministerio de Salud
Colectiva

Ministerio de Salud Publica y Asistencia Social
Santo Domingo

Dr Luis Martinez Polanco

Encargado departamento de alimentos
Direccion General Medicamentos, Alimentos y
Productos Sanitarios, en Ministerio de Salud
Puablica

Santo Domingo, D.N.
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ECUADOR - EQUATEUR

Ms Mayra Aguilar

Analista de Vigilancia y Control de Contaminantes
en la Produccién Primaria

Agencia de Regulacién y Control Fito y
Zoosanitaria-AGROCALIDAD

Quito

Mr Ismael Cuichan

Analista

Agencia de Regulacién y Control Fito y
Zoosanitaria-AGROCALIDAD

Quito

Mr Saul Flores

Consultor

Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganaderia — MAG
Quito

Mrs Tatiana Gallegos
Analista
Ministerio de Salud Publica

Eng Jakeline Fernanda

Analista

Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganaderia, Acuacultura y
Pesca - MAGAP

Quito

Ms Johanna Jiménez

Analista de certificacion de produccion primaria y
buenas practicas

Agencia de Regulacién y Control Fito y Zoosanitario
- AGROCALIDAD

Quito

Ms Cecilia Patricia Ledn Vega

Directora Nacional de Calidad, Seguridad del
Paciente y Control Sanitario

Ministerio de Salud Publica

Eng Carla Rebeca Moreno Valarezo

Directora de Diagndstico de Inocuidad de Alimentos
y Control de Insumos Agropecuarios

Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganaderia, Acuacultura y
Pesca - MAGAP

Quito

Mr Miguel Ortiz

Analista

Ministerio de Salud Publica del Ecuador
Quito

Eng Natalia Piedad Quintana Garzén

Analista de Inocuidad de Alimentos

Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganaderia, Acuacultura y
Pesca - MAGAP

Quito

Ms Karina Rivadeneira

Analista de Certificacion Primaria y Buenas
Practicas

Agencia de Regulacion y Control Fito y
Zoosanitaria-AGROCALIDAD

Quito

Ms Andrea Segovia

Analista de la Direccion de Gestion
Ministerio de Produccién, Comercio Exterior,
Inversiones y Pesca

Quito

Eng Nicole Troya
Directora de Asuntos Regulatorios
ANFAB

Eng Sirley Italia Vilcaguano Changoluisa
Analista Perfil de Riesgos

Agencia Nacional de Regulacion, Control y
Vigilancia Sanitaria —ARCSA

Mr Cristian Yepez

Analista

Ministerio de Produccion, Comercio Exterior,
Inversiones y Pesca

Quito

Eng Katya Yepez
Directora de Asuntos Regulatorios
Socio ANFAB

Eng Jessica Zavala

Analista Técnica de Normativa Sanitaria
Agencia Nacional de Regulacion, Control y
Vigilancia Sanitaria — ARCSA

EL SALVADOR

Mrs Zaida Griselda Guzman

Directora

Organismo Salvadorefio de Reglamentacion
Técnica

San Salvador

Mrs Claudia Guzman De Lo6pez

Jefa del Punto de Contacto Codex
Organismo Salvadorefio de Reglamentacion
Técnica

San Salvador

Mr Josué Daniel Lopez Torres

Especialista Codex Alimentarius

Organismo Salvadorefio de Reglamentacion
Técnica

San Salvador
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GRENADA - GRENADE - GRANADA

Mrs Lena Belgrave

Head: Standardization Division
Grenada Bureau of Standards
St. George's

Mrs Jillian St. Bernard-James

Trade Officer

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Trade & Export
Development

St. George's

Ms Lauren St. Louis

Head: Extension Division

Ministry of Agriculture, Lands, Forestry & Fisheries
St. George's

GUATEMALA

Mrs Zenia Aguilar
Coordinador Codex GT
MAGA

Guatemala

Mrs Ursula Ixmucané Quintana Chavarria
Asesor Técnico

CACIF

Guatemala

GUYANA

Dr Ozaye Dodson
Director
Ministry of Health

Ms Tandeka Barton
Director
Government Analyst- Food and Drug Department

Ms Adele Pierre
Senior Plant Protection Officer
National Plant Protection Organisation

Ms Samathra Scott

CCP

Guyana National Bureau of Standards
Georgetown

HAITI - HATTI - HAITI

Mr Monorde Civil

Directeur

Bureau Haitien de Normalisation (BHN)
Port-au-Prince

Mrs Ruth Climat
Chief of Party
Partners of Americas
Port-au-Prince

Mr Wilkens-Ader Laroche
Vice-President
AHMAQ

Mr Yves-Laurent Regis
Chief of Party
Partners of Americas

Ms Rose-Michele Saint-Jean
Directrice

MARNDR

Port-au-Prince

HONDURAS

Ms Mirian Yamileth Bueno Almendarez
Directora Técnica de Inocuidad Agroalimentaria
SENASA

Tegucigalpa

JAMAICA - JAMAIQUE

Mr Earle Stewart

Food Inspector

Bureau of Standards Jamaica/ National Compliance
& Regulatory Authority

Dr Lorice Edwards-brown
C.E.O.
National Compliance and Regulatory Authority

Ms Allison Richards

Inspector/ Codex Secretariat Member

Bureau of Standards Jamaica/ National Compliance
& Regulatory Authority

Kingston

MEXICO - MEXIQUE - MEXICO

Mrs Maria Elena Gonzélez Ruiz
Directora
SENASICA-DGSA

Ms Maria Guadalupe Arizmendi Ramirez
Verificadora Dictaminadora Especializada
COFEPRIS

Mrs Dalila Yvvete Fernandez Hernandez
Gerente de Asuntos Internacionales en Inocuidad
Alimentarias

COFEPRIS

Ms Tania Daniela Fosado Soriano
Punto de Contacto Codex
Secretaria de Economia

México

Mrs Gabriela Alejandra Jiménez Rodriguez
Subdirectora de Normas
Secretaria de Agricultura

México

Mrs Carmen Estela Loreto Gémez
Quimica

COFEPRIS

Mrs Mireya Ortiz Nicoli

Jefa de Departamento
SENASICA-DGIAAP
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Mr Victor Manuel Pérez Hernandez
Coordinador de Normas Mexicanas
Secretaria de Economia

Mrs Lorena Reyes Guerra
Jefa de Departamento
SENASICA-DGSA

Mr Mario Alberto Reyes Pérez
Técnico Especializado
Secretaria de Economia

Mrs Rebeca Rodriguez Moreno

Directora de Industria Alimentaria y Medio
Ambiente

Secretaria de Economia

Mrs Nubia Villasana Santana
Jefa de Departamento
SENASICA-DGSA

Mrs Maria Elena Alvarez Jiménez
Jefa de Departamento
Secretaria de Agricultura y Desarrollo Rural

NICARAGUA

Ms Noemi Solano Lacayo

Responsable del Punto de Contacto del Codex
Ministerio de Fomento, Industria y Comercio
Ms Javiera Lacayo

Asistente del Punto de Contacto del Codex
Ministerio de Fomento, Industria y Comercio

PANAMA - PANAMA

Eng Joseph Gallardo

Ingeniero de Alimentos / Punto de Contacto Codex
Ministerio de Comercio e Industrias

Panama

Eng Rafael Gutierrez

Asuntos Regulatorios y Cientificos
Sindicato de Industriales de Panama
Panama

Mrs Edilma Lépez

Sub Directora Nacional de Proteccion al
Consumidor

Autoridad de Proteccidn al Consumidor y Defensa
de la Competencia

Panama

Eng Mayela Ortega

Coordinadora del Punto de Contacto
Ministerio de Comercio e Industrias
Panama

Mr Marco Pino

Salud Publica Alimentaria
Ministerio de Salud
Panama

PARAGUAY

Ms Maria Ines Ibarra Colman

Codex Contact Point

Instituto Nacional de Tecnologia, Normalizacion y
Metrologia - INTN

Asuncién

Mr Alberto Francisco Bareiro Arce

Coordinador de Asuntos Regulatorios

Instituto Nacional de Alimentacion y Nutricion del
Ministerio de Salud Publica y Bienestar Social
Asuncion

Mrs Mirtha Carrillo De Vera

Coordinadora Subcomité Técnico Contaminante de
los Alimentos

Servicio Nacional de Calidad y Salud Animal -
SENACSA

San Lorenzo

Mrs Camila Escobar
Técnica

CEPALI

Asuncion

Mrs Librada Gamarra

Asesora Técnica

Céamara de Empresas Paraguayas de la
Alimentacion-CEPALI

Asuncion

Dr Carlos Insfran Micossi
Técnico

Union Industrial Paraguaya - UIP
Asuncion

Mrs Marizela Lépez Cattebeke

Técnica

Instituto Nacional de Alimentacion y Nutricion
Asuncion

Mr Jose Petters

Director

Comercio Exterior del Servicio Nacional de Calidad
y Salud Animal - SENACSA

Asuncion

Mr Victor Silva

Técnico

Céamara de Empresas Paraguayas de la
Alimentacion - CEPALI

Asuncion

Mrs Ana Vargas

Técnica

Instituto Nacional de Alimentacion y Nutricion
(INAN)

Asuncion
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Mrs Demetria Vega

Observador

Servicio Nacional de Calidad y Salud Animal -
SENACSA

San Lorenzo

Mrs Maria Alejandra Zaracho

Técnica

Instituto Nacional de Tecnologia, Normalizacién y
Metrologia - INTN

Asuncién

Prof Zuny Mabel Zarza De Riquelme
Técnica

Instituto Nacional de Alimentacién y Nutricion
(INAN)

Asuncion

PERU - PEROU - PERU

Mrs Libia Carlota Liza Quesquén
Secretaria Técnica Nacional
Ministerio de Salud

Lima

Mr Javier Neptali Aguilar Zapata

Coordinador Titular de la Comisién Técnica
Nacional sobre Contaminantes de Alimentos en
Peru

SENASA

La Molina

Ms Karla Dana Basualdo Najeda

Miembro Titular de la Comision Técnica sobre
Especias y Hierbas Culinarias

Direccion General de Salud Ambiental e Inocuidad
Alimentaria - DIGESA

Lima

Mr Alejandro Bravo Martinez

Funcionario

Ministerio de Comercio Exterior y Turismo
Lima

Ms Gloria Atala Castillo Vargas

Coordinadora Titular de la Comisién sobre - Leche
y productos lacteos - Grasas y Aceites - Cereales,
legumbres, leguminosas

Instituto Nacional de Calidad - INACAL

Lima

Ms Carmen Veroénica Chavez Felix
Coordinadora Alterna de la Comision
Técnica Nacional de Especias y Hierbas
Culinarias SENASA

La Molina

Mr Georgi Hugo Contreras Nolasco
Coordinador Alterno de la Comisién Técnica
Nacional de Contaminantes de los Alimentos
SENASA

La Molina

Mrs Sonia Cordova Jara

Coordinadora Alterna de la Comision de Higiene de
alimentos-Perd

Digesa/Minsa

Lima

Ms Jenny Esperanza Huaman Tupac
Coordinadora Titular de la Comisién Técnica de
Métodos de Analisis y Toma de Muestra
INACAL

Lima

Mr Ethel Humberto Reyes Cervantes
Coordinador Titular de la Comisién Técnica sobre
Residuos de Plaguicidas

SENASA

La Molina

Mrs Mirtha Sachun Segura

Coordinadora Titular de la Comisién Técnica
Nacional de Aditivos alimentarios del
Codex/ASESOR TECNICO

DIGESA

LIMA

Ms Kattia Valverde Silva

Funcionaria

Direccion General de Salud Ambiental e Inocuidad
Alimentaria

Lima

SAINT LUCIA - SAINTE LUCIE - SANTA LUCIA

Mr Andre Charles

Food Scientist

Saint Lucia Bureau of Standards
Bisee

SAINT VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES -
SAINT-VINCENT/GRENADINES -

SAN VICENTE/GRANADINAS

Mr Ezra Ledger
Executive Director
SVGBS

Ezra D Ledger

Ms Kemesha Parris
Expert

Bureau of Standards
Kingstown

SURINAME

Mrs Ratna Ramrattansing

Codex Focal Point

Ministry of Agriculture animal Husbandry and
Fisheries

Mrs Shemiem Modiwirjo

Member residuelab

Ministry of Agriculture, Animal Husbandry and
Fisheries
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO - TRINITE-ET-TOBAGO
- TRINIDAD Y TABAGO

Mr Farz Khan

Chief Chemist/Director Food and Drugs Division
Ministry of Health- Chemistry Food and Drugs
Division

Port of Spain

URUGUAY

Mrs Cecilia Aguerre

Consultora Senior

Laboratorio Tecnoldgico del Uruguay
Montevideo

Eng Pedro Friedrich

Punto de Contacto Codex - Jefe de Departamento
de Evaluacion de la Conformidad

Laboratorio tecnolégico del Uruguay

Montevideo

Ms Ana Laura Tanco

Area Comercio

Ministerio de Industria, Energia y Mineria
Montevideo

Mr Leonardo Veiga

Director of Commerce Area

Ministry of Industry, Energy and Mining
Montevideo

VENEZUELA (BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF) -
VENEZUELA (REPUBLIQUE BOLIVARIENNE
DU) - VENEZUELA (REPUBLICA BOLIVARIANA
DE)

Ms Roxana Abreu

Coordinadora

Servicio Desconcentrado de Normalizacion,
Calidad, Metrologia y Reglamentos Técnicos
(SENCAMER)

Caracas

Mrs Joely Celis

Especialista en el area internacional
SENCAMER

Caracas

Ms Lysmar Sanchez

Directora

Servicio Desconcentrado de Normalizacion,
Calidad, Metrologia y Reglamentos Técnicos
(SENCAMER)

Caracas

MEMBERS FROM OUTSIDE THE REGION /
MEMBRES EXTERIEURS A LA REGION /
MIEMBROS DE FUERA DE LA REGION

EUROPEAN UNION - UNION EUROPEENNE -
UNION EUROPEA

Ms Irene Seipelt

EU Codex Contact Point
European Commission
Brussels

GERMANY - ALLEMAGNE - ALEMANIA

Ms Anne Beutling

Officer

Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture
Berlin

KENYA

Ms Allan Azegele

Deputy Director

Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock & Fisheries
Nairobi

NEW ZEALAND - NOUVELLE-ZELANDE -

NUEVA ZELANDIA

Mr Raj Rajasekar

Vice Chair Commission
Ministry for Primary Industries
Wellington

UGANDA - OUGANDA

Mr Hakim Baligeya Mufumbiro

Principal Standards Officer / CCAFRICA
Coordinator

Uganda National Bureau of Standards
Kampala

UNITED KINGDOM - ROYAUME-UNI - REINO
UNIDO

Mr Steve Wearne
Director of Global Affairs
Food Standards Agency
London

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - ETATS-UNIS
D'AMERIQUE - ESTADOSUNIDOS DE AMERICA

Mr Kenneth Lowery

Senior International Issues Analyst
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Washington DC
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OBSERVER ORGANIZATIONS —

ORGANISATIONS OBSERVATRICES — ORGANIZACIONES OBSERVADORAS

CARIBBEAN AGRICULTURAL HEALTH AND
FOOD SAFETY AGENCY (CAHFSA)

Dr Gavin Peters

Chief Executive Officer

Caribbean Agricultural Health and Food Safety
Agency (CAHFSA)

Paramaribo

INTER-AMERICAN INSTITUTE FOR
COOPERATION ON AGRICULTURE (IICA)

Mr Eric Bolanos
ESPECIALISTA SAIA
IICA

Vazquez de Coronado

Mrs Ana Marisa Cordero
Head
IICA

Mrs Alejandra Diaz

Especialista internacional en Sanidad Agropecuaria
e Inocuidad de Alimentos

Instituto Interamericano de Cooperacion para la
Agricultura

Véasquez de Coronado, San Isidro

Dr Horrys Friaca
Agricultural Health and Food Safety Specialist
IICA

Dr Lisa Harrynanan

Agricultural Health and Food Safety Specialist
Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on
Agriculture (11ICA)

Couva

ALIANZA LATINOAMERICANA DE
ASOCIACIONES DE LA INDUSTRIA DE
ALIMENTOS Y BEBIDAS (ALAIAB)

Mrs Marcela Rodriguez
Coordinadora Técnica
ALAIAB

Mrs Monica Elizondo
Directora Técnica
ALAIAB

Mrs Laura Miranda
Asuntos Regulatorios y técnicos
ALAIAB

CROPLIFE INTERNATIONAL (CROPLIFE)

Dr Carmen Tiu De Mino

Global and MRL & IT Strategy Leader
Corteva AgriSciences LLC
Indianapolis

GOOD FOOD INSTITUTE (GFI)

Ms Mariana Bernal
Analyst

The Good Food Institute
Rio de Janeiro

Mr Alexandre Cabral

VP

The Good Food Institute
Rio de Janeiro

Mr Manuel Netto
Policy Analyst
The Good Food Institute

INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATIVE ALLIANCE
(ICA)

Mr Kazuo Onitake

Senior Scientist, Department of Quality Assurance
International Co-operative Alliance (ICA)

Tokyo

FAO PERSONNEL
PERSONNEL DE LA FAO

PERSONAL DE LA FAO

Ms Marisa Caipo

Food Safety and Quality Officer

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations

Regional Office for Latin America and the
Caribbean (FAO RLC)

Santiago

Dr Eleonora Dupouy

Food Safety Officer

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations, (FAO)

ROMA

WHO PERSONNEL
PERSONNEL DE L’OMS

PERSONAL DE LA OMS

Dr Margarita Corrales

Food Safety
PANAFTOSA-SPV OPS/OMS
Duque de Caxias, RJ

Dr Jénathas Vieira

Consultor en Inocuidad de Alimentos
PANAFTOSA-SPV OPS/OMS
Duque de Caxias, RJ
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Dr Marcos Paulo Vieira Cunha
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APPENDIX II

AMENDMENT TO THE LABELLING PROVISIONS
FOR NON-RETAIL CONTAINERS IN RELEVANT CCLAC REGIONAL STANDARDS

(For adoption)

New texts added are shown in_bold/underlined font. Texts proposed for deletion are shown in-strikethrough

Regional Standard for Culantro Coyote (CXS 304R-2011)

6.2 Non-retail containers

6.2.21 Nature of Produce

Name of the produce “Culantro Coyote”, or its name in the country of marketing, if the contents are not
visible from the outside. Name of the variety and/or commercial type (optional).

Regional Standard for Lucuma (CXS 305R-2011)

6.2 Non-retail containers

6.2.21 Nature of Produce

Name of the produce “Lucuma” if the contents are not visible from the outside. Name of the variety (optional).

6:23-Origin-otProduce
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Regional Standard for Yacon (CXS 324R-2017)

7.2 Non-retail containers

7.2.21 Nature of Produce
Name of the produce, variety and/or commercial type (optional).

In the case of a mixture of distinctly different varieties and/or commercial types, names of the different
varieties and/or commercial types.

In the case of a mixture of distinctly different varieties and/or commercial types and/or colours of yacon,
which are not visible from the outside, varieties and/or commercial types and/or colours and-the-guantity-of

eae#m%h&paekage must be indicated.
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APPENDIX III

REVISION TO THE FOOD ADDITIVE PROVISIONS AND CONSEQUENTIAL AMENDMENTS
IN RELEVANT CCLAC REGIONAL STANDARDS

(For adoption)

New texts added are shown in_bold/underlined font. Texts proposed for deletion are shown in-strikethrough

Regional Standard for Culantro Coyote (CXS 304R-2011)

#8. CONTAMINANTS

# 8.1 The produce covered by this Standard shall comply with the maximum levels of the Codex General
Standard for Contaminants and Toxins in Food and Feed (CODEX STAN 193-1995).

# 8.2 The produce covered by this Standard shall comply with the maximum residue limits for pesticides
established by the Codex Alimentarius Commission.

89. HYGIENE

8 9.1 Itis recommended that the produce covered by the provisions of this Standard be prepared and handled
in accordance with the appropriate sections of the Recommended International Code of Practice — General
Principles of Food Hygiene (CAC/RCP 1-1969), Code of Hygienic Practice for Fresh Fruits and Vegetables
(CAC/RCP 53-2003), and other relevant Codex texts such as Codes of Hygienic Practice and Codes of
Practice.

8 9.2 The produce should comply with any microbiological criteria established in accordance with the Principles
for the Establishment and Application of Microbiological Criteria for Foods (CAC/GL 21-1997).

Regional Standard for Lucuma (CXS 305R-2011)

#8. CONTAMINANTS

+# 8.1 The produce covered by this Standard shall comply with the maximum levels of the General Standard
for Contaminants and Toxins in Food and Feed (CXS 193-1995).

+ 8.2 The produce covered by this Standard shall comply with the maximum residue limits for pesticides
established by the Codex Alimentarius Commission.

89. HYGIENE

8 9.1 Itis recommended that the produce covered by the provisions of this Standard be prepared and handled
in accordance with the appropriate sections of the General Principles of Food Hygiene (CXC 1-1969), Code of
Hygienic Practice for Fresh Fruits and Vegetables (CXC 53-2003), and other relevant Codex texts such as
Codes of Hygienic Practice and Codes of Practice.

8 9.2 The produce should comply with any microbiological criteria established in accordance with the Principles
and Guidelines for the Establishment and Application of Microbiological Criteria Related to Foods (CXG 21-
1997).
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APPENDIX IV

TABLE | AND Il ON CODEX WORK RELEVANT TO THE REGION

Table 1 - Agenda items by Codex Committee that CCLAC Member Countries mainly addressed during

meetings.

Committee

Agenda items

Country leading
the discussion or
posing the
question

Remarks

General Subject Committees

Codex Committee
on Contaminants
in Foods - CCCF

Sampling plan(s) for
total aflatoxins in
certain cereals and
cereal-based foods,
including foods for
infants and young
children.

Brazil (co-chair)

Support the Chair's proposal (15ug per kg with
support for review in 5 years) in order to reach
consensus and mention the importance of risk
mitigation measures.

Codex Committee
on Contaminants
in Foods - CCCF

Maximum Levels (MLs)
for total aflatoxins and
ochratoxin in nutmeg,
chilli, dried paprika,
ginger, pepper and
turmeric.

Brazil

(co-chair)

Draft associated sampling plans.

Propose discussion in CCSCH6 because of
concern that no specific categories have been
identified for most culinary herbs.

Codex Committee
on Contaminants
in Foods - CCCF

Maximum Levels (MLs)
for cadmium in cocoa
and cocoa products.

Ecuador (Chair)

The proposed MLs for the ready-to-eat cocoa
powder category (100% of total cocoa solids on a
dry matter basis) and a commitment to ensure an
acceptable rejection rate for all regions were
approved.

Codex Committee
on Contaminants
in Foods - CCCF

Code of Practice for the
prevention and
reduction of cadmium
contamination in cocoa
beans.

Peru (Chair)

Ecuador (co-chair)

Support advancement of the document to step 5/8.

Codex Committee
on Contaminants
in Foods - CCCF

Maximum levels for
methylmercury in
certain fish species
(orange roughy,
forkbeards and conger
eels) and associated
sampling plan.

Various

Support the MLs for lead in some food categories.

Support the MLs for methylmercury in some fish
species.

Mention the importance of differentiating between
different situations that are detrimental and hinder
the search for solutions.

Codex Committee
on Food
Additives- CCFA

Discussion paper on
the use of certain food
additives in wine
production.

Chile (leading the
discussion paper)

The document will be presented at CCFA53 next
year, 2023.

Codex Committee
on Food Hygiene -
CCFH

Proposed draft decision
tree (revision of the
General Principles of
Food Hygiene) (CXC 1-
1969).

Brazil introduced
the agenda item

Honduras and
Jamaica, among
others

The "Tools for Critical Control Point (CCP)
Identification” at the forty-fifth Session of the CAC
for adoption at Step 5/8 and subsequent inclusion
as Annex 2 to the General Principles of Food
Hygiene (CXC1-1969) (Appendix IIl, Part A); and
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Committee

Agenda items

Country leading
the discussion or
posing the
question

Remarks

The consequent amendment of Section 3.7 of
Chapter 2 of CXC 1-1969 to refer to Annex 2
(Appendix I, Part B).

Codex Committee
on Food Hygiene -
CCFH

Guidelines for the
Control of Shiga Toxin-
Producing Escherichia
coli (STEC) in Raw
Beef, Leafy Greens,
Raw Milk and Cheese
Produced from Raw
Milk, and Sprouts.

Chile (chair of the
eWG)

Chile, with the assistance of France, New
Zealand and the United States of America asco-
chairs, is leading the electronic Working Group
on the development of draft guidelines for the
Control of Shiga Toxin-Producing Escherichia coli
(STEC) in Raw Beef, Leafy Greens, Raw Milk and
Cheese Produced from Raw Milk, and Sprouts.

The latest version of these draft guidelines has
been posted on the web page of the fifty-third
Session of the Codex Committee on Food
Hygiene (CCFH) and is currently open for
comments from all members and observers (CL
2022/56/0CS-FH). A face-to-face working group
meeting will take place immediately prior to the
fifty-third CCFH to consider the comments
received before discussing the draft guidelines
in the plenary session of the fifty-third CCFH.

Codex Committee
on Food Hygiene -
CCFH

Guidelines for the safe
use and reuse of water
in food production.

Honduras (Chair)
Chile and EU

(co-chair)

Honduras, with the assistance of the European
Union and Chile as co-chairs, is in charge of
managing the proposed draft guidelines for the
safe use and reuse of water in food production.
The latest version of these draft guidelines has
been posted on the web page of the fifty-third
Session of the Codex Committee on Food
Hygiene (CCFH) and is currently open for
comments from all members and observers (CL
2022/48/0CS-FH). A face-to-face working group
meeting will take place immediately prior to the
fifty-third CCFH to consider the comments
received before discussing the draft guidelines
in the plenary session of the fifty-third CCFH.

A workshop on the safe use and reuse of water
in food processing was held in Honduras from
11 to 13 October 2022 to explore some aspects
of the practical application of guidance in this
area.

Codex Committee
on Nutrition and
Foods for Special
Dietary Uses -
CCNFSDU

General principles for
establishing NRVs-R
for persons aged 6 to
36 months.

Costa Rica (eWG
member)

In CCNFSDU the draft general principles for NRVs-
R for persons aged 6 to 36 months / pilot for vitamin
B12, iodine, vitamin B6, riboflavin, thiamine, niacin
and vitamin C are under discussion; the EWG led by
Ireland, the United States of America and Costa
Rica have summarised the results of the pilot test for
these nutrients and the second round is currently in
consultation with the EWG members.

As a result of this second round, the Chairs and Co-
Chairs will present draft recommendations of the
NRVs-R for consideration by CCNFSDU43.
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Committee Agenda items Country leading Remarks
the discussion or
posing the
question
Costa Rica invites CCLAC members to participate
and support the proposed draft general principles for
NRVs- R for persons aged 6 to 36 months / Pilot for
vitamin B12, iodine, vitamin B6, riboflavin, thiamine,
niacin and vitamin C.
Codex Committee Various Revision of the General Guidelines on Sampling
on Methods of (CXG 50-2004).
Analysis and . ) )
Sampling Review of analytical methods in CXS234: fats and
(CCMAS) oils workable package.
Codex Committee | Guidelines on Various Concern about the use of environmental inhibitors

on Pesticide
Residues- CCPR

performance criteria for
methods of analysis for
the determination of
pesticide residues in
food and feed.

was a cross-cutting issue that could include
veterinary medicines, fertilizers, feed additives, etc.

Revision of the Classification of Food and Feed
(CXA 4-1989).

General agreement to re-establish the eWG and to
continue work on the Guidelines in the light of
comments received in response to CL 2021/38-PR.

Codex Committee
on Pesticide
Residues- CCPR

Amendment of the
portion of commodities
to which maximum
residue limits (MRLS)
apply

and which is analysed

Agenda item raised
by Ecuador

Ecuador asked the Codex Committee on Pesticide
Residues (CCPR) to clarify provisions for the portion
of commodities to which MRLs apply and which is
analysed with regard to Group 014 (Assorted fruits
— Inedible peel) and Group 006 (Assorted tropical
and subtropical fruits — Inedible peel) to ensure that
commodity classifications in the Guidelines on the
portion of commodities to which MRLs apply and
which is analysed (CXG 41-1993) and the
Classification of Food and Feed (CXA 4-1989) are
harmonized, in order to safeguard the health of
consumers and avoid adverse effects on trade.

The Committee agreed to forward this request to the
Electronic Working Group on the Revision of the
Classification, which is chaired by the United States
of America and co-chaired by the Netherlands.

Codex Committee
on Pesticide
Residues- CCPR

Guidelines for the
recognition of active
substances or
authorized uses of
active substances of
low public health

Agenda item raisd
by Chile

The Committee agreed to advance the Guidelines
to Step 8 for adoption
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Committee Agenda items Country leading Remarks
the discussion or
posing the
question
concern that are
considered exempt
from the establishment
of maximum residue
limits or that do not give
rise to residues.
Codex Committee | Maximum residue limits | Various Under discussion, document circulated for

on Residues of
Veterinary Drugs
in Foods -
CCRVDF

(MRLSs) for zilpaterol
hydrochloride (cattle
fat, kidney, liver and
muscle).

comments.

Commodity Commit

tees

Codex Committee
on Fish and
Fishery Products -
CCFFP

No specific issues identified: ongoing work on
sardine species to be included in the sardine
standard and interest in work on seaweeds.

Codex Committee
on Fresh Fruits
and Vegetables -
CCFFV

Proposed draft
standard for onions
and shallots.

Proposed draft
standard for berry
fruits.

Proposed draft
standard for fresh
dates.

Mexico

(Chair)

Adoption at Step 5/8 - Appendices II, llI, VI
respectively.

Codex Committee
on Fats and Oils-
CCFO

Amendment/revision of
the Standard for
Named Vegetable Oils
(CXS 210-1999):
Inclusion of avocado
oil.

Mexico (chair of the
eWG)

Chile expressed its reservation on the definition as
it included a reference to the whole fruit and, in its
view, avocado oil is derived only from the
mesocarp.

on Spices and
Culinary Herbs -
CCSCH

standard for dried or
dehydrated chilli pepper
and paprika.

Codex Committee | Proposed draft revision | Peru Subject to approval by CAC45. The draft will be
on Fats and Oils- of the Standard for prepared for circulation for comments at Step 3
CCFO Named Vegetable Oils and consideration by CCFO28 (2024).

(CODEX STAN 210-

1999): Inclusion of

Sacha Inchi ail.
Codex Committee | Proposed draft Mexico Mexico submitted the following comments through

CRDO:

- Proposed change to Table 1: Dried or
dehydrated chilli pepper and paprika

- Proposed change to Table 3: Physical
requirements for dried or dehydrated chilli
pepper and paprika
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Committee Agenda items Country leading Remarks
the discussion or
posing the
guestion
- Proposed change to Table 4: Method of
analysis
Codex Alimentarius Commission and Executive Committee
Executive Application of the Ecuador The position that science is respected as the basis
Committee of the Statements of Principle ional for decision-making was maintained; there is no
Codex Concerning the Role of (regl(cj)rla need for interpretative guidance, since the
Alimentarius Science and the Extent | ©0°" inator) Procedural Manual is clear, and votes could be
Commission - to which other Factors Uruguay taken if strictly necessary; OLFs must be tested, or
CCEXEC are Taken into Account. . they should not be taken into account; and there is
(geographlgal no need for a revision of the Procedural Manual or
representative) the Statements of Principle.
Several countries Members mentioned that their strategy would be to
involved in refer to the recommendations of the scientific
submission of the advisory bodies and follow the Procedural Manual
Conference Room | to reach consensus, taking note of reservations in
Document (CRD) such a way as not to impede the progress of
standards.
The countries of the region submitted a
counterproposal on the diagram and the framework
for using the Statements in different situations.
Executive New food sources and Ecuador See Agenda item 2.
Committee of the production systems )
(regional

Codex

coordinator)

participated in the
informal
discussions
organized by the
CAC Chair

Alimentarius
CommiSSion - Uruguay
CCEXEC
(geographical
representative)
Codex MRLs for zilpaterol Ecuador and Report by the Chair of the CAC available on the
Alimentarius hydrochloride several Member Codex website.
Commission - Countries from the
CAC region that

CCLAC will be consulted on the regional position to
be adopted at the coming CAC45, in support of
science and adherence to the Procedural Manual.

Table 2 - Topics relevant to the Electronic Working Groups (eWGs) hosted by Member Countries of the Latin
America and Caribbean Region.

eWG

Development

Host country: Chile

Guidelines for the Control of
Shiga Toxin-Producing
Escherichia coli (STEC) in Raw
Beef, Leafy Greens, Raw Milk
and Cheese Produced from
Raw Milk, and Sprouts.

Annex covers specific guidance for the control of STEC related to sprouts that are
intended to be consumed uncooked.

Sprouts and home-grown sprouts, watercress and microgreens where the seed is
not retained in the final product are not within the scope of this document. This
Annex should be used in conjunction with the General Principles of Food Hygiene
(CXC 1-1969) and the Code of Hygienic Practice for Fresh Fruits and Vegetables
(CXC 53-2003), including Annex Il for sprout production.
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Host country: Chile

Management of unsupported
compounds without public
health concern scheduled for
periodic review by JMPR

To further develop and refine the management proposal for unsupported
compounds without public health concerns scheduled for periodic review presented
in the Section 1 of Appendix | of CRD09 and further develop the recommendations
of Section 2 of Appendix | of CRD 09, to explore further options for efficient data
support that could be addressed by Codex, FAO/WHO, JMPR, governments and
the industry to assist countries in the preparation of data packages required to
conduct periodic reviews.

That proposals should take into consideration the information presented in CX/PR
22/53/13, CRDQ9 and the written comments submitted and those received during
the plenary meeting.

Based on the above considerations, to present a management proposal for
consideration and adoption by CCPR54.

Host country: Honduras

Guidelines for the safe use and
reuse of water in food
production.

Continue to develop the draft guidelines and annexes (fresh produce, fishery
products and dairy sector), and requested FAO/WHO to schedule regular
communication to facilitate consideration of JEMRA outcomes and obtain advice on
any relevant issues.

Host country: Mexico

Amendment/revision of the
Standard for Named Vegetable
Oils (CXS 210-1999): Inclusion
of avocado ail.

The recommendation is for the parameter values shared with us to be as up to date
as possible and come from academic organizations, from internationally recognized
testing laboratories accredited to 1ISO standards or from producers whose data are
obtained from accredited laboratories, and that the method of obtaining the levels of
desmethylsterols is accredited by the accreditation body of each country.

The United States of America also recommends that the percentage of cholesterol
be included in a footnote in Table 3 and requests corrections while continuing to
collect information on tocopherols and tocotrienols in response to CL22_13e.

Host country: Peru

Amendment/revision of the
Standard for Named Vegetable
Oils (CXS 210-1999): Inclusion
of Sacha Inchi oil.

Proposed draft revision of the Standard for Named Vegetable Oils (CODEX STAN
210-1999): Inclusion of Sacha Inchi oil. The mandate of the group is subject to
approval of new work, to prepare the proposed draft revision for circulation for
comments at Step 3.

Host country: Brazil

Sampling plan(s) for total
aflatoxins in certain cereals and
cereal-based products
including foods for infants and
young children

Further develop the sampling plan considering the possibility of harmonizing the
sampling plans for maize grain and flour, meal, semolina and flakes derived from
maize with the sampling plan for Deoxynivalenol (DON) and fumonisins and the
sampling plan for cereal-based foods for infants and young children with the
sampling plan for DON, taking into account the points raised in paragraph 153 of
REP22/CF15.
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APPENDIX V
REGIONAL POSITION ON THE ADVANCEMENT OF THE STANDARD TO ESTABLISH MRLS ON
ZILPATEROL HYDROCHLORIDE

(Prepared by the Coordinator, Argentina, Brazil, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Uruguay, with the support of Antigua and
Barbuda, Bahamas, Belize, Chile, Colombia, Cuba, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala, Guyana,
Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Lucia, St.
Vincent/Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, Venezuela)

Introduction and background

The above countries belonging to the FAO/WHO Coordinating Committee for Latin America and the Caribbean
(CCLAC) have been supporting the conclusions reached by JECFA, as well as their adherence to the Codex
Procedural Manual, for the advancement of the standard to establish MRLs on zilpaterol hydrochloride (fat,
kidney, liver and muscle of cattle), which is currently at Step 4 in the CCRVDF.

It is worth mentioning that, during the 20th session of the CCRVDF (2012), “delegations supported the addition
of this veterinary drug to the priority list, as long as the grounds for supporting or opposing it were based on
scientific knowledge and as such it should be requested. JECFA to evaluate the submitted data and provide
an evaluation to the CCRVDF so that the Committee could discuss the risk management recommendations”
(REP12/RVDF, para. 110).

We highlight the risk assessments that JECFA has carried out over these years (REP15/RVDF, para. 40,
REP17/RVDF, para. 74) based on solid scientific data available; in which no safety concern associated with
the use of Zilpaterol Hydrochloride has been identified; as well as the fact of no further scientific evidence
having been sent to CCRVDF or JECFA after the last JECFA evaluation presented in 2016, where it is
mentioned that some references to effects observed in cattle could not be directly linked to the administration
of Zilpaterol Hydrochloride at the recommended doses (MRL of 3.5 pg/kg for liver, 3.3 ug/kg for kidney and
0.5 pg/kg muscle in cattle). Also, JECFA at its 85th meeting (2017) evaluated the data and concluded that the
additional bioavailability data provided supports the approach used in the previous evaluation. After evaluation
of additional data, the MRLs recommended by JECFA in 2015 (81st JECFA) remained unchanged.

Due to the foregoing, it is considered that the procedures to develop this preliminary project have been fulfilled
step by step, including the evaluations/approval of the scientific advisory body established by the Codex
Alimentarius and no interest has been expressed by any member in any of the sessions held by the CCRVDF,
CCEXE and the CAC, to present new available scientific data that justify the retention of the standard in
process 4 as it is currently and much less, a new evaluation by JECFA, since it has already carried out 3 with
the same information available.

As mentioned, the Codex Alimentarius is the world reference body for consumers, food producers and
processors and clearly contributes with its recommendations to the national regulation process of control
bodies, as well as to international trade. It plays a relevant role at the global level for food safety, especially for
those developing and least developed countries that do not have the necessary infrastructure, economic
resources and knowledge to generate sufficient scientific support to support national measures or regions that
adapt in health matters.

Limiting the progress of a standard project for the establishment of an MRL without technical support distorts
the exercise and work of the Committee and of Codex as a whole, since it ignores/does not respect the
procedure for the approval of standards, which are based in it, as in this case, in the evaluations carried out
by JECFA, as such the Group of Experts that carries out risk assessments for additives, contaminants and
veterinary drugs with ample solvency and that the justification is given based on scientific information available
in Codex safety standards. In it, there is concern about the negative impact on the international harmonization
process that these repeated delays are making sense in the adoption of Codex standards, which could affect
the credibility of Codex as a reference entity in food matters.

All Codex Members have finally reached the conclusion that there are no scientific reasons contrary to the
recommendation made by JECFA, nor have other legitimate factors that should be considered at the global
level.

We confirm that paragraph 4 of the Declaration of Principles established that “When the situation arises that
members of Codex agree on the necessary level of protection of public health but hold differing views about
other considerations, members may abstain from acceptance of the relevant standard without necessarily
preventing the decision by Codex”. Referring to this and taking into account that the proposed standard for the
establishment of MRLs for Zilpaterol Hydrochloride has a scientific basis that supports its use as reference
standards in the WTO SPS Agreement, we ratify that there is broad support for the Advance this draft standard
to Step 5/8.
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Factors outside the Codex mandate should not influence risk management to achieve consensus. Decisions
must be based on risk assessment, and taking into account, where appropriate, other legitimate factors
relevant to the protection of consumer health and the promotion of fair practices in the food trade, as indicated
in the Procedural Manual.

Given the aforementioned problem, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Bahamas, Belize, Brazil Colombia, Costa
Rica, Cuba, Ecuador, El Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico,
Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Dominican Republic, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Vincent/Grenadines,
Saint Lucia, Suriname, Trinidad and Tobago, Uruguay, Venezuela ratify their support for the conclusion of the
CCRVDF that is reflected in the REP21/RVDF report, paragraph 87, which indicates “... The chairperson....
noted that CCRVDF had reiterated its view that there was no public health concern in relation to the proposed
MRLs and endorsed JECFA's scientific assessments,...”

Recommendation

Based on the recommendations included in the different JECFA reports regarding risk assessment, the
countries previously also requested the 45th Codex Alimentarius Commission to be held in November 2022,
to adopt the MRL for Zilpaterol hydrochloride in Step 5/8.
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