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OIE CONTRIBUTION TO THE 31ST SESSION OF THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS
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1.
The World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) would like to thank the Codex Alimentarius Commission
(CAC) for the renewed invitation to participate in its Commission and Committee meetings. OIE Members
continue to express very positive views on this collaboration.
2.
At the 30th session of the CAC the OIE announced that it sought to formalise the relationship with the
CAC, to further strengthen the legal basis for the production of international standards, including the development
of joint OIE-Codex standards, where appropriate.
3.
The CAC at its 30th session recommended that FAO and WHO study the possibility of reviewing or
updating FAO and WHO agreements with OIE, as might be required. It also requested the Codex Secretariat to
identify, in cooperation with the Legal Offices of FAO and WHO, any practical problems affecting the
cooperation between the CAC and OIE that might need to be addressed in a pragmatic manner, and taking into
account all relevant circumstances.
4.
In reviewing the text of the current agreement between the OIE and the FAO, it was noted that there is
specific provision for the joint development of international standards relating to those aspects of animal
production that impact on food safety, in collaboration with other relevant international agencies. The current
OIE/WHO agreement does not contain similar text.
5.
Therefore the OIE proposed to the WHO to add a new article to the existing agreement, to the effect that
OIE and the CAC may develop standards jointly as appropriate to the subject under consideration and the
respective mandates of OIE and the CAC.
6.
The WHO has subsequently advised that it would support to amend the current agreement to make
provision for closer collaboration between the OIE and CAC on food safety.
7.
After the update of the agreement with WHO, OIE will seek to formalise more the relationship with the
CAC to further strengthen the legal basis for the production of international standards.
8.
Collaboration between CAC and OIE should not occur uniquely at the international level. The OIE
encourages its national Delegates to collaborate with national Delegates to the CAC. This should be facilitated by
the fact that most of the OIE Members are also CAC Members. A current list of the OIE delegates is provided in
Annex 1.
9.
The OIE held its 76th General Session in May 2008. At the General Session, the International Committee,
which is the OIE’s decision-making body comprising all 172 National Delegates, adopts OIE Standards and
provides guidance on the work of the OIE.
10. This year the International Committee unanimously adopted Resolution No. XXV on Animal Production
Food Safety, which describes the work priorities of the OIE in this field (see Annex XI).
* Document prepared by and under the responsibility of OIE.
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11. For the first time the so issue of commercial (‘private’) standards was discussed, with OIE Members
expressing concern at the potential for some private standards to undermine the scientific basis and the democratic
adoption of the official standards of the OIE in the field of animal health, including zoonoses. The International
Committee unanimously adopted Resolution No. XXXII on Implication of private standards in international trade
of animal and animal products, this describes the OIE Members position (see Annex XII).
12. Another important forum for coordination is presented by the OIE Animal Production Food Safety
Working Group (hereinafter referred to as the Working Group), whose primary role is to act as a steering
committee in the OIE’s work programme on the development of standards to protect consumers from food-borne
hazards arising at the production level of the food chain. Current and former high level officials of the FAO
(including the CAC) and the WHO are members of the Working Group. The Working Group held its 7th meeting
in November 2007 and a summary report is provided at Annex II. The following topics may be of particular
interest to the CAC:
a) The OIE has developed a document on the Role of Veterinary Services in Food Safety, which is to be
included in the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code (hereinafter referred to as the Terrestrial Code). This
document provides guidance to OIE Members on the role and responsibilities of national Veterinary
Services. The document also highlights the need for cooperation with other authorities in the food chain
continuum to ensure the protection of both animal and public health. In May 2008 the 76th General Session
adopted this text for inclusion in the Terrestrial Code. This document is presented in Annex III.
b) In 2006 the OIE International Committee adopted General Principles on identification and traceability of
live animals, which were updated in 2007. In May 2008 at the 76th General Session the OIE completed its
work on animal identification and traceability when the International Committee adopted Guidelines on the
design and implementation of identification systems to achieve animal traceability. Bearing in mind
potential future standard-setting work of Codex on product traceability, and the need to have a bridge on
traceability between animals and products, the OIE and Codex will maintain close collaboration on this
topic. The guidelines are presented in Annex IV.
c) With adoption at the 76th General Session the OIE has updated its guidance on international certification,
in relation to.

a. Model international veterinary certificates
b. Notes for guidance on veterinary certificates for international trade in live animals, hatching eggs and
products of animal origin
c. General obligations
d. Certification procedures
The OIE will take steps to encourage the use of electronic certification, where possible, and other systems
helpful in preventing fraud, which is a key consideration for safe international trade. A copy of the adopted
texts is in Annex V.
d) On 17-19 March 2009 the OIE will convene an International Conference on Animal Identification and
Traceability (‘From Farm to Fork’) in Buenos Aires (Argentina), as a mechanism to provide countries with
technical information on systems for identification and traceability. OIE has included a Codex expert on the
Scientific Programme Committee and encourages experts with knowledge and expertise on Codex
standards to participate in this Conference.
e) The OIE is working with FAO to produce a ‘Guide to Good Farming Practices’. This Guide will address
farming systems in developed and developing countries, including the varying socio-economic and cultural
contexts and the issue of cost-effectiveness. Additional details are provided in Annex VI.
f) The OIE noted the status of work in Codex regarding biotechnology, with particular reference to the Codex
Draft Guideline for the Conduct of Food Safety Assessment of Foods Derived from Recombinant-DNA
Animals. It is understood that the assessment of animal health status falls under the OIE mandate and is not
covered by the Codex Guideline. The OIE is undertaking an assessment of the issues related to food safety,
animal health and animal welfare in the situation of animals treated with non-heritable DNA constructs
(including recombinant vaccines). More details on relevant OIE activities are provided in Annex VII.
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g) The OIE has finalised a list of Critically Important Antimicrobials, which is now available on the OIE
website. The fourth joint FAO/WHO/OIE Meeting on Critically Important Antimicrobials, held in
November 2007, was an important forum to discuss the appropriate balance between animal health, food
security and food safety needs and public health concerns in the use of antimicrobial products. There was
also an associated stakeholders meeting. For more detailed information see Annex VIII.
h) The OIE is in the process of developing standards on the Detection, Control and Prevention of Salmonella
spp. in Poultry on production step to complement the ongoing work of Codex in regard to salmonellosis.
More details are provided in Annex IX.
i) The OIE is establishing a new Code text on “Guidelines for the Control of Hazards of Animal Health and
Public Health Importance in Animal Feed”. The OIE has taken care to ensure that this text will be
consistent with the Codex Code of Practice on Good Animal Feeding. The OIE will also address the food
safety issues associated with feeding aquatic animals. Additional information is provided in Annex X.

Annex I
List of Official 172 OIE Delegates
AFGHANISTAN
Dr Azizullah Osmani
General President of Animal Husbandry
and Veterinary Services
Ministry of Agriculture, Animal
Husbandry and Food
Jamal Mina - Kabul
ALBANIA
Dr Lefter Klimi
Director of Veterinary Services
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and
Consumer Protection
Skanderbeg Square 2
Tirana
ALGERIA
Dr Rachid Bouguedour
Directeur des services vétérinaires
Ministère de l'Agriculture
et du Développement Rural
12, bd Colonel Amirouche
16000 Alger
ANDORRA
Dr Francesc Alay Ferrer
Chef des Services vétérinaires
Ministère de l'Agriculture et de
l'Environnement
Département de l'Agriculture
62-64, Prat de la Creu
Andorra la Vella
ANGOLA
Dr Filipe Vissesse
Directeur Général des Services
Vétérinaires
Ministério da Agricultura e do
Desenvolvimento Rural
Rua Comandante Gika - Largo Antonio
Jacinto No. 55-56
C.P. 10578
Luanda
ARGENTINA
Dr Jorge Nestor Amaya
Presidente
SENASA
Av. Paseo Colón 367 - 9º piso
1063 Buenos Aires
ARMENIA
Dr Grisha Baghiyan
Head, State Veterinary Service

Ministry of Agriculture
12, Erebuni Str
375010 Erevan
AUSTRALIA
Dr Gardner Murray
Office of the Chief Veterinary Officer
Australian Government Department of
Agriculture, Fisheries
and Forestry (AFFA)
GPO BOX 858
Canberra ACT 2601
AUSTRIA
Dr Ulrich Herzog
Bundesministerium für Gesundheit und
Frauen
Magister,CVO
Radetzkystrasse 2
A - 1031 Wien
AZERBAIJAN
Dr Ismayil Hasanov Murshud
Ministry of Agriculture
Chief Veterinary Officer, State Veterinary
Committee
ul. Nadjaf Narimanov 7a
Baku AZ 1106
BAHRAIN
Dr Salman Abdul Nabi
Director of Animal Wealth Directorate
Ministry of Municipality Affairs and
Agriculture
PO Box 251
Manama
BANGLADESH
Dr Khan Salehuddin
Director of Livestock Services
Ministry of Fisheries and Livestock
Poshusampad Bhawan
Krishi Khamar Sarak
Dhaka-1215
BARBADOS
Dr Mark O. Trotman
Senior Veterinary Officer
Veterinary Services
Ministry of Agriculture
and Rural Development
The Pine
St. Michael
Bridgetown

BELARUS
Dr Aleksandr Makarovitch Aksionov
Chief Veterinary Officer
Ministry of Agriculture and Food
15 Kirov Street
220030 Minsk
BELGIUM
Dr Luc Lengele
Conseiller Général
Chef des services vétérinaires
Service Public Fédéral Santé Publique
Sécurité de la Chaîne Alimentaire et
Environnement
Service Politique Sanitaire Animaux et
Végétaux
Eurostation II - 7ème étage
Place Victor Horta 40 bte 10
B - 1060 Bruxelles
BELIZE
Dr Victor Gongora
BAHA
Director Animal Health
Central Farm, Cayo District
BENIN
Dr Christophe Boni Monsia
Directeur de l'élevage
Ministère de l'agriculture, de l'élevage
et de la pêche
BP 2041
Cotonou
BHUTAN
Dr Tenzin Dhendup
Director
Department of Livestock
Ministry of Agriculture
PO Box # 113
Thimphu
BOLIVIA
Dr. Ernesto Salas García
Director Nacional de Sanidad Animal
Servicio Nacional de Sanidad
Agropecuaria
e Inocuidad Alimentaria SENASAG
Avenida José Natush S/N
Esquina Laureano Villar García
Trinidad - Beni
Beni
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BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA
Dr. Jozo Bagaric
Director
State Veterinary Administration
of Bosnia and Herzegovina
Trampina 12/VII
71000 Sarajevo
BOTSWANA
Dr Musa Fanikiso
Director
Department of Animal Health
and Production
Ministry of Agriculture
Private Bag 0032
Gaborone
BRAZIL
Dr Jamil Gomes de Souza
Diretor do Dept. de Saúde Animal
Secretaria de Defesa Agropecuária
Ministério da Agricultura, Pecuária e
Abastecimento
Espl. dos Ministérios Bloco D
Anexo A - 3° andar, Sala 301
70043-900 Brasilia DF
BRUNEI
Dr Dabeding Dullah
Assistant Director of Agriculture
Department of Agriculture
Ministry of Industry and Primary
Resources
Bandar Seri Begawan BB3510
Negara Brunei Darussalam
BULGARIA
Prof. Dr Nikola T. Belev
Président de la Commission régionale
de l'OIE pour l'Europe
Délégué auprès de l'OIE
Coordonnateur régional de l'OIE pour
l'Europe de l'Est
Bld Wasil Lewski 110
1527 Sofia
BURKINA FASO
Dr Mamadou Pare
Directeur général des services vétérinaires
Ministère des ressources animales
03 BP 907
Ouagadougou 09
BURUNDI
Dr Patrice Biyanke
Directeur Général de l'Elévage
Direction Generale de l'Elevage
BP 161 Gitega
CAMBODIA
Dr Kao Phal
Director
Department of Animal Health and
Production
N 74, Monivong Blvd, SangKat Wat
Phnom
Khan Doun Penh
Phnom Penh-3
CAMEROON
Dr Hamadou Saïdou
Directeur des services vétérinaires
Ministère de l'élevage, des pêches
et des industries animales
Yaoundé
CANADA
Dr Brian R. Evans
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Chief Veterinary Officer
Executive Vice-President
Canadian Food Inspection Agency
59 Camelot Drive
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0Y9
CAPE VERDE
Dr Afonso Maria Ligório Semedo
Directeur des Services d'Elevage
Direction générale de l'Agriculture, de la
Sylvicuture et de l'Elevage
CENTRAL AFRICAN REP.
Dr Raphaël Ngaye Yankoisset
Directeur général
Agence nationale
de développement de l'élevage
Ministère de la promotion du monde rural
Rue de l'Aéroport
B.P. 1509
Bangui
CHAD
Dr Adam Hassan Yacoub
Directeur
Services Vétérinaires
Ministère de l'élevage
BP 750
N'Djamena
CHILE
Dr Claudio Ternicier Gonzáles
Jefe
División de Protección Pecuaria
Servicio Agrícola y Ganadero
Ministerio de Agricultura
Avenida Bulnes 140
Santiago Centro
Santiago
CHINA (PEOPLE'S REP. OF)
Dr Jia Youling
Director General
Veterinary Bureau
Ministry of Agriculture
11 Nongzhanguan Nanli
100026 Beijing
COLOMBIA
Dr Andrés Rafael Valencia Pinzón
Gerente General
Instituto Colombiano Agropecuario (ICA)
Ministerio de Agricultura y Desarrollo
Rural
Calle 37 No. 8-43 Piso 5
Apartado Aéreo 7984 y 1511123
El Dorado
Santafé de Bogotá
COMOROS
Dr Abdourahim Faharoudine
Chef
Service santé publique vétérinaire
Ministère de la production et de
l'environnement
B.P. 774
Moroni
CONGO
Dr Léon Tati
Docteur vétérinaire
Direction de l'élevage
Ministère de l'agriculture, et de l'élevage
1942, rue N'ko, Plateau de 15 ans
BP 83 (centre-ville)/BP 2453 (centreville)
Brazzaville

CONGO (DEM. REP. OF THE)
Dr N'Lemba Mabela
Directeur et chef de service
service de la production et de la santé
animales (DPSA)
Croisement Boulevard du 30 juin Avenue
Batetela
Kinshasa/Gombe
Kinshasa 1
COSTA RICA
Dr Yayo Vicente
Director General
Servicio Nacional de Salud Animal
(SENASA)
Ministerio de Producción
Apdo. Postal 3
3006 Cenada
San José
CÔTE D'IVOIRE
Dr Kanga Kouame
Directeur des Services Vétérinaires
Ministère de la Production Animale et
des Ressources Halieutiques
Cité administrative, Tour B, 2e étage
B.P. V 84
Abidjan
CROATIA
Dr Mate Brstilo
Assistant to Minister - Director
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry
Veterinary Directorate
Ulica grada Vukovara 78
10000 Zagreb
CUBA
Dr Emerio F. Serrano Ramírez
Director General
Instituto de Medicina Veterinaria
Ministerio de la Agricultura
Calle 12 nº 355, entre 15 y 17
CP 14000 El Vedado
Ciudad de La Habana
CYPRUS
Dr Charalambos Kakoyiannis
Director
Veterinary Services
Ministry of Agriculture, Natural
Resources and Environment
Athalassa
1417 Nicosia
CZECH REPUBLIC
Dr Josef Vitásek
Director of Department for
Protection of Health and Animal Welfare
State Veterinary Administration
Slezska 7
Prague 2, CZ-120 00
DENMARK
Dr Jan Mousing
Chief Veterinary Officer
Danish Veterinary and Food
Administration
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries
Morkhoj Bygade 19
DK-2860 Soborg
DJIBOUTI
Dr Moussa Ibrahim Cheick
Directeur de l'Agriculture, de l'Elevage et
des Services Vétérinaires
Ministère de l'agriculture, de l'élevage et
de la mer
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Boulaos
DOMINICAN (REP.)
Dr Ramón Antonio Quiñones Disla
Director, Departamento de Sanidad
Animal
Dirección General de Ganadería
Secretaría de Estado de Agricultura
Ciudad Ganadera, Edificio Ganadería
Autopista 30 de Mayo
Santo Domingo, D.N.
ECUADOR
Dr Gustavo F. Miño Verdesoto
Serv. Ecuatoriano de Sanidad
Agropecuaria
Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganadería
División de Vigilancia Epidemiólogica
y Emergencia Zoosanitarias
Av. Eloy Alfaro y Amazonas, Piso 9
Quito
EGYPT
Dr Hamed Abd El-Tawab Samaha
GOVS
Chairman of the General Organisation
for Veterinary Services (GOVS)
Ministry of Agriculture and Land
Reclamation
1st Nadi al Said Steet
Dokki, Giza
12618 - Cairo
EL SALVADOR
Dr José David Bolaños Mendez
Jefe de Division de Sanidad Animal
Dirección General
de Sanidad Vegetal y Animal
Ministerio de Agricultura y Ganadería
Apartado Postal 554
Cantón El Matazano
Soyapango, San Salvador
EQUATORIAL GUINEA
Dr Gabriel Martín Esono Mdong Micha
Director General
Servicios Veterinarios
Coordinador Nacional des PESA
Ministerio de Agricultura, Pesca y
Ganadería
Apartado 1041
Malabo
ERITREA
Dr Ghebrehiwet Teame Mahru
Director
Technical Services
Ministry of Agriculture APOD
Animal Resources Department
P.O. 1048
4114 Private
Asmara
ESTONIA
Dr Ago Pärtel
Director General
Veterinary and Food Board
Väike-Paala street 3
EE-0014 Tallinn
ETHIOPIA
Dr Berhe Gebreegziabher
Head, Animal and Plant Health
Regulatory Department
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural
Development
P.O. Box 62347
Addis Ababa
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FIJI
Dr Shiu Chand
Acting Director
Animal and Health Production Division
Ministry of Agriculture Fisheries and
Forrests
P.O. Box 15829
Suva
FINLAND
Dr Riitta Heinonen
Deputy Director General
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry
Food and Health Department - Animal
Health
P.O. Box 30
FIN-00023 Government Helsinki
FORMER YUG. REP. OF
MACEDONIA
Dr Dejan Runtevski
Director of Veterinary Department
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry
and Water Economy
Leninova Street, 2
1000 Skopje
FRANCE
Dr Monique Eloit
Directrice générale adjointe
Direction générale de l'alimentation
Ministère de l'agriculture, de
l'alimentation, de la pêche et de la ruralité
251, rue de Vaugirard
75732 Paris Cedex 15
GABON
Dr Jean-Félix Ibouesse
Directeur de l'Elevage et
des Industries Animales
Ministère de l'Agriculture, de l'Elevage
et du Développement Rural
BP 136
Libreville
GAMBIA
Dr Baboucarr Jaw
Director
Department of Veterinary Services
Ministry of Agriculture
Abuko
GEORGIA
Dr Levan Ramishvili
Chairman (President)
of the Veterinary Union (Association)
9, Tarkhnishvili St., Office 6
0179 Tbilisi
GERMANY
Prof Dr Werner Zwingmann
Ministerial Dirigent
Bundesministerium für Ernährung,
Landwirtschaft
und Verbraucherschutz (BMELV)
Rochustrasse 1
D-53123 Bonn
GHANA
Dr Dr Enoche Boye-Mensah
Director
Veterinary Services Department
Ministry of Food and Agriculture
PO Box M 161
Accra
GREECE
Dr Spiros Doudounakis
Head of Unit of the

Infectious Diseases Department
Directorate General of Veterinary
Services
Ministry of Rural Development and Food
2 Acharnon St
10176 Athens
GUATEMALA
Dr Miguel Angel Azañón Robles
Director de Salud Animal, Unidad
de Normas y Regulaciones
Ministerio de Agricultura,
Ganadería y Alimentación
MAGA
7a. Avenida 12-90, Zona 13
Edificio Anexo Monja Blanca
Guatemala, C.A.
GUINEA
Dr Daouda Bangoura
Chef de Division des Services
Vétérinaires
Ministère de l'agriculture, de l'élevage et
des forêts (MAEF)
B.P. 559
Conakry
GUINEA BISSAU
Dr Bernardo Cassamá
Coordenador Nacional du PACE-Guinée
Bissau
Direcçao Geral da Pecuária
Ministério da Agricultura, Florestas, Caça
e Pecuária
Direcçao Geral da Pecuária
C.P. 26
Bissau
GUYANA
Dr Dwight Walrond
Project Director, National Dairy
Development Programme
Ministry of Agriculture
Regent and Vlissengen Roads
P.O. BOX 1001
Georgetown
HAITI
Dr Max Millien
Directeur
Direction de la Santé Animale
Ministère de l'agriculture, des ressources
naturelles et du développement rural
Route Nationale No 1
Damien - BP 1441
Port-au-Prince
HONDURAS
Dr. Juan Carlos Ordóñez Tercero
Subdirector Técnico de Salud Animal
Secretaría de Agricultura y Ganadería
Boulevard Miraflores, Avda La FAO
Edificio SENASA, Tercer piso
Tegucigalpa, M.D.C.
HUNGARY
Dr Miklós Süth
Acting Chief Veterinary Officer
Ministry of Agriculture
and Rural Development
Animal Health and Food Control
Department
Kossuth Lajos tér 11
H-1055 Budapest
ICELAND
Dr Halldór Runólfsson
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Chief Veterinary Officer and head of the
Animal Health Office
Veterinary Services
Ministry of Agriculture
Sölvhólsgötu 7
150 Reykjavík
INDIA
Dr Pradeep Kumar
Secretary to the Government of India
Department of Animal Husbandry
Dairying
and Fisheries
Dr Rajendra Prasad Road
Room No 231, Krishi Bhawan
New Delhi 110 001
INDONESIA
Dr Tjeppy D Soedjana
Director General of Livestock Services
Ministry of Agriculture
Building C, 6th Floor
Ragunan, Pasar Minggu
Jl. Harsono - Rm. No. 3
Jakarta Selatan 12550
IRAN
Dr Mojtaba Noorouzi
Head of Iran Veterinary Organization
Ministry of Jihad-e-Sazandegi
Vali - Asr Ave.
Seyd Jamaledin Asad Abadi St.
P.O. Box 14155
6349 Tehran
IRAQ
Dr Dawood M. Sharief
Director General
Iraqui Veterinary Services
Ministry of Agriculture
Wazeryia, Baghdad
IRELAND
Dr Patrick J. Rogan
Deputy Chief Veterinary Officer
Department of Agriculture, Food
and Rural Development
Kildare Street
Dublin 2
ISRAEL
Dr Moshe Chaimovitz
Acting Director
Veterinary Services
and Animal Health
Ministry of Agriculture and
Rural Development
PO Box 12
Beit Dagan 50250
ITALY
Dr Romano Marabelli
Délégué auprès de l'OIE
Head of Department
Dipartimento per la Sanità Pubblica
Veterinaria,
la Nutrizione e la Sicurezza degli Alimenti
Ministero della Salute
Piazza Marconi, 25
00144 Roma - EUR
JAMAICA
Dr Osbil Watson
Director Veterinary Services Division
Ministry of Agriculture
P.O. Box 309
193 Old Hope Road
Kingston 6
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JAPAN
Dr Toshiro Kawashima
Director
Animal Health and Animal Products
Safety Division
Food Safety and Consumer Affairs
Bureau
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry
and Fisheries
1-2-1 Kasumigaseki
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8950
JORDAN
Dr Fares Bakhit Naser
Acting Director
Veterinary Department
Ministry of Agriculture
P.O. Box 2395
11118 Amman
KAZAKHSTAN
Dr Assilbek Aoubekerovich Kojumratov
Director
Department of Veterinary Supervision
Ministry of Agriculture
Prospect Abaïa 49
473000 Astana
KENYA
Dr Joseph Omachi Musaa
Director of Veterinary Services
Department of Veterinary Services
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural
Development
Veterinary Research Laboratory
P.O. Kabete, Nairobi
KOREA (DEM. PEOPLE'S REP. OF)
Dr Ri Kyong Gun
Director of the veterinary and
Anti-Epizootic Department
Minstry of Agriculture
Jungsong-Dong,Sungri Street
Central District, Pyongyang
KOREA (REP. OF)
Dr Chang-Seob Kim
Director, Animal Health Division
Livestock Bureau
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry
(MAF)
#1, Joogang-Dong, Gyeonggi-Do
427-719 Gwacheon-City Kyunggi-do
Seoul
KUWAIT
Dr Nabeela Al Khaleel
Deputy Director General for Animal
Resources
The Public Authority for Agriculture
Affairs and Fish Resources
PO Box 21422
13075 Safat
KYRGYZSTAN
Dr Kalys Jumakanov
General Director
Veterinary Department
Ministry of Agriculture, Water Resources
and Processing Industry
Budennaja St. 247
720 051 Bishkek
LAOS
Dr Khambounheuang Bounkhouang
Directeur général
Département de l'élevage et

des pêches
Ministère de l'agriculture
et des forêts
PO Box 811
Vientiane
LATVIA
Dr Mareks Samohvalovs
Chief Veterinary Officer
General Director of Food and Veterinary
Service
Ministry of Agriculture
Peldu street nr. 30
Riga LV-1050
LEBANON
Dr Nabih Ghaouch
Directeur
des ressources animales
Ministère de l'agriculture
Bir Hassan
Beyrouth
LESOTHO
Dr Marosi Molomo
Director of Livestock Services
Department of Livestock Services
Ministry of Agriculture and Food Security
PO Box A 82
Maseru 100
LIBYA
Dr Ahmed Abdulla Abubaker
General Dicrector National Center of
Animal Health and Breeding
Improvement
PO Box 83252
Tripoli
LIECHTENSTEIN
Dr Peter Malin
Director
Food Control and Veterinary Services
Postplatz 2
Postfach 37
9494 Schaan
LITHUANIA
Dr Kazimieras Lukauskas
Director of the State Food and Veterinary
Service
Délégué auprès de l'OIE
Siesiku g. 19,
LT-07170 Vilnius 10
LUXEMBOURG
Dr Arthur Besch
Directeur des services vétérinaires
Ministère de l'agriculture, de la viticulture
et du développement rural
93, rue d'Anvers - BP 1403
1014 Luxembourg
MADAGASCAR
Dr Josoa L. H. Rakotosamimanana
Ministère de l'Agriculture, de l'Elevage et
de la Pêche
Directeur de la Santé Animale et du
Phytosanitaire
BP 291
Antananarivo 101
MALAWI
Dr Patrick Chikungwa
Deputy Director
Department of Animal Health and
Livestock Development
Ministry of Agriculture
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Lilongwe
MALAYSIA
Dato' Dr Abd Aziz Bin Jamaluddin
Director General
Departement of Veterinary Services
Ministry of Agriculture and Agro-Based
Industry
Wisma Tani, Podium Block
Lot 4G1, Precinct 4
Federal Government Administration
Centre
62630 Putrajaya
MALDIVES
Dr Mohamed Zuhair
Deputy Minister
Ministry of Fisheries, Agriculture and
Marine Resources
Ghazee Building, First Floor, Ameer
Ahmed Magu
Male
MALI
Dr Mamadou Kane
Directeur National des Services
Vétérinaires
Ministère de l'Elevage et de la Pêche
BP E/281
Bamako
MALTA
Dr Anthony Gruppetta
Director General
Veterinary Regulation and Fisheries
Conservation and Control
Veterinary Affairs and Fisheries Division
Civil Abattoir Square
Albert Town
Marsa
MAURITANIA
Dr Mokhtar Fall
Directeur de l'Elevage et de l'Agriculture
Direction de l'Elevage
Ministère du Développement Rural
BP 175 / BP 2750
Nouakchott
MAURITIUS
Dr Deodass Meenowa
Principal Veterinary Officer
Division of Veterinary Services
Ministry of Agro-Industry and Fisheries
Reduit
MEXICO
Dr Jose Angel Del Valle Molina
Director General de Salud Animal
Secretaría de Agricultura,
Ganadería, Desarrollo Rural,
Pesca y Alimentación
Municipio Libre No377, piso 7, Ala B
Santa Cruz Atoyac
CP 03310, México DF
MOLDAVIA
Dr Grigore Porcescu
Chef du Dépatement de la Médecine
vétérinaire
Ministère d'agriculture et de l'industrie
alimentaire
Boulvd. Shtefan cel Mare, 162
MD-2004 Chisinau
MONGOLIA
Dr Doloonjin Orgil
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Director
Department of Veterinary Services
Ministry of Food and Agriculture
Enkhaivan Avenue 16a
Government Building#9
Ulaanbaatar 210349
MONTENEGRO
Dr Ivan Popovic
Director
Veterinary Administration
The Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and
Water Management
Bul. Sv. Petra Cetinjskog 9
Podgorica
MOROCCO
Dr Hamid Benazzou
Chef de la Division de la santé animale
Ministère de l'agriculture,
du développement rural et des
eaux et forêts
BP 607 Quartier administratif
Rabat - Chellah
MOZAMBIQUE
Dr Florencia A. Massango Cipriano
Director of veterinary Services
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Annex II
SUMMARY REPORT OF THE SEVENTH MEETING OF THE OIE WORKING GROUP ON
ANIMAL PRODUCTION FOOD SAFETY
1.

Introduction
The OIE Working Group on Animal Production Food Safety (hereinafter referred to as the Working Group)
was established in 2002, following a request from OIE’s International Committee to strengthen OIE’s
activities in the food safety area and further develop collaboration with the Codex Alimentarius
Commission (CAC). The Working Group’s role is to coordinate OIE activities related to animal production
food safety and to advise the Director General and the relevant Specialist Commissions on issues in this
area. The Working Group met for the seventh time at the OIE Headquarters on 6-8 November 2007. The
following is a summary of the main discussions and results from the meeting: the full report is included in
the March 2008 Terrestrial Animal Health Standards Commission (hereinafter referred to as the Terrestrial
Code Commission) report, which has been distributed to all OIE Delegates and has been published on the
OIE website (www.oie.int). The Working Group received an update on OIE, Codex, FAO and WHO
activities relevant to its work and then addressed the following main topics.

2.

Role of Veterinary Services in Food Safety
The Working Group reviewed a draft document on the Role of Veterinary Services in Food Safety, which is
to be included in the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code (hereinafter referred to as the Terrestrial Code),
in the context of providing guidance to OIE Member Countries and Territories. The text had been reviewed
and endorsed by the Terrestrial Code Commission at its meeting in September 2007. Some members of the
Working Group queried whether the term ‘uniquely equipped’ in the background section of the paper was
too exclusive in relation to the role of other professionals in food safety. Concerns were raised that the
paper may send a message that only veterinarians are qualified to work in food safety. Several members
made comments in support of the original text in relation to the uniqueness of the veterinary qualification.
The Members agreed to modify this section to clarify the role of other professionals and to make some
minor changes to improve the clarity of the text. The text has been placed on the OIE website.

3.

Guide to Good Farming Practices (GGFP)
The Working Group reviewed the document prepared by the ad hoc Group on the Guide to Good Farming
Practices. The Working Group agreed that the Guide should address the issue of cost-effectiveness, and
consideration to the socio-economic and cultural contexts of the farming systems in developing countries
and to the particular health situation in the section on Implementation. The Working Group agreed to
amend the section on Hazards to recognise that some of the listed hazards had impacts on food safety only
indirectly. It also recommended that radionuclides be grouped together with chemical hazards. It agreed
that there was some redundancy and duplication in the document and recommended how it be restructured.
The Working Group noted that risks associated with animal manure and other wastes had not been
adequately addressed and proposed an additional text for consideration. The Working Group recommended
that the OIE and FAO support developing countries in their efforts to raise awareness and provide training
to farmers and other stakeholders to assist them in complying with the Guide. In particular, resources
should be made available through international projects directed to developing countries with the goal of
improving the infrastructure of the food production sectors and the performance of the Veterinary Services.
The Working Group also proposed a number of other changes and recommended that the OIE/FAO ad hoc
Group revisit this document electronically, taking into account the Working Group’s recommendations.
The Working Group noted that the GGFP will serve as a generic guide for Members and as such it does not
contain detailed technical recommendations. More specific guidelines will be developed, in particular for
developing countries. These will be prepared by technical agencies such as FAO with the objective of
making applicable the implementation of good farming practices in these socio-economic and cultural
contexts.

4.

Animal Identification and Traceability
The Working Group noted the work completed by the ad hoc Group on Animal Identification and
Traceability and did not propose any additional amendments to the proposed text. Bearing in mind potential
future standard-setting work of Codex on product traceability, the Working Group recommended that OIE
and Codex maintain close collaboration on this topic. The Working Group was informed about the OIE’s

CAC/31 INF/4

11

intention to hold an International Conference on Animal Identification and Traceability in early 2009, in
technical collaboration with Codex, as a mechanism to provide countries with technical information on
systems for identification and traceability and recommended that the Director General of the OIE should
accept collaboration with the FAO.
5.

Terrestrial Animal Feed
The Working Group reviewed the revised draft document entitled “Guidelines for the Control of Hazards
of Animal Health and Public Health Importance in Animal Feed”, which contained the comments of OIE
Members and the Terrestrial Code Commission meeting held in September 2007. The Working Group
addressed the revised Guidelines from a food safety perspective, bearing in mind the need to maintain
consistency with the Codex Code of Practice on Good Animal Feeding. The Working Group noted the
Terrestrial Code Commission’s proposed modification of the scope and suggested that the intention be
clarified as the new text could generate some confusion as to whether terrestrial animals other than
livestock (e.g. pet animals) were covered. In addition, the reference to ‘food’ in the sentence ‘These
guidelines deal with food or feed for terrestrial animals (i.e. livestock and poultry)’ was felt to be confusing
and the Working Group recommended to delete the word food. The Working Group proposed a number of
modifications to the Definitions section. Under the section on General Principles, the Working Group
recommended changing the placement of the text on contingency plans and the addition of text to clarify
the intent. The Working Group reviewed the revised text on labelling, in light of Codex recommendations
on this point. In relation to contamination, the Working Group recommended that attention should be
focused on contamination in general with reference to cross contamination only where necessary. The
Working Group also made some other minor amendments to the text.

6.

Aquatic Animal Feed
The Working Group discussed this item in light of its discussion on terrestrial animal feed. Members
considered that the food safety issues associated with feeding aquatic animals should be addressed and
agreed that it would review any further text covering food safety that might be produced through the OIE
procedure. The Working Group recommended that the guidelines on terrestrial and aquatic animal feed
should be as closely aligned as possible. The Working Group recommended that OIE expert(s) further
review the Guidelines on Feeding Terrestrial Animals, in addition to Codex guidance on animal feeding
and FAO publications on aquaculture, with a view to developing text on the food safety implications of
aquatic animal feed. In addition to the Codex and FAO publications referenced in the draft Guidelines for
the Control of Aquatic Animal Health Hazards in Aquatic Animal Feed, the expert(s) should examine
recommendations relevant to feed in texts recently developed by the Codex Committee on Residues of
Veterinary Drugs in Foods and the Codex Committee on Fish and Fishery Products (section on aquaculture
feed). The Working Group recommended the OIE should continue to closely monitor developments on
aquatic animal feed in Codex.

7.

Revision of OIE Model Veterinary Certificates
The Working Group discussed the report of the ad hoc Group on Model Veterinary Certificates, the
comments of OIE Members and the text modifications proposed by the Terrestrial Code Commission at its
meeting held in September 2007. The Working Group recommended that the amendment of Article 1.2.1.1
proposed by the Terrestrial Code Commission be modified to read: ‘Safe international trade…’, which
seemed to be the normal OIE usage. The Working Group recommended that the OIE ensure that their
recommendations on international veterinary certification are as closely aligned as possible with relevant
recommendations of Codex (specifically those developed by the Codex Committee on Food Import and
Export Inspection and Certification Systems). The Working Group also recommended that the OIE take
steps to encourage the use of electronic certification, where possible, and other systems helpful in
preventing fraud which is a key consideration for safe international trade. With this in mind, the ad hoc
Group on Model Veterinary Certificates should, at its February 2008 meeting, review the Codex Guidelines
for Design, Production, Issuance and Use of Generic Official Certificates (CAC/GL 38-2001), as revised in
2007. The Working Group noted the good collaboration between OIE and Codex on matters relating to
international health certification and encouraged both organisations to continue their efforts to harmonise
approaches.

8.

Salmonellosis
The Working Group discussed the draft Guidelines on the Detection, Control and Prevention of Salmonella
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Enteritidis and S. Typhimurium in Poultry Producing Eggs for Human Consumption, which had been
prepared by the OIE ad hoc Group on Salmonellosis, and the comments of OIE Members on this draft
document. The Working Group noted that the ad hoc Group on Salmonellosis will meet again in
February 2008 and recommended that the Group should review Codex recommendations on this topic, as
revised in 2007. It also noted that the OIE recommendations provided specific advice on measures to be
taken on farm which complement the Codex recommendations that address the entire food chain including
the measures to be taken post-farm. Therefore, the Working Group urged the OIE and Codex to ensure that
recommendations are consistent wherever possible and that any unnecessary duplication is eliminated. The
Working Group recommended that the ad hoc Group clarify what is meant by environmental sampling in
Article 3.10.2.7 and review Article 3.10.2.8. to make the recommendations more operational and clearly
differentiate between what is common practice and what are clear recommendations, in particular the
section on Vaccination. The Working Group recommended that the OIE develop a definition for ‘pest’ –
either for use in this Appendix or for use generally in the Terrestrial Code. The Working Group provided
comment on some of the general food safety related issues raised by Members and made a number of
recommendations to modify the text, including the addition of certain definitions from the Codex Code of
Practice. The Working Group reviewed the terms of reference for the ad hoc Group that will be convened
to develop recommendations on Salmonella detection, prevention and control in broiler chickens and made
several recommendations.
9.

Tuberculosis and Brucellosis
The Working Group discussed the report of the Terrestrial Code Commission on tuberculosis and noted the
amendments proposed by the Commission, most of which were not directly relevant to food safety. The
Working Group also noted the status report on brucellosis.

10. Antimicrobial Resistance
The Working Group was informed about progress in the area of antimicrobial resistance over the last year
and that the OIE has finalised its list of Critically Important Antimicrobials, which is now available on the
OIE website. The fourth joint FAO/WHO/OIE Meeting on Critically Important Antimicrobials, to be held
on 26 November 2007, was an important forum to discuss the appropriate balance between animal health
needs and public health concerns in the use of antimicrobial products. There was also an associated
stakeholders meeting. The Working Group also noted that, in addition to the work being undertaken by
FAO/WHO/OIE and FAO/OIE meetings, the Codex Task Force has started work in 3 areas: risk
assessment policy, risk management measures and risk profiling. The new Codex work would have due
regard to the existing work by the OIE/FAO/WHO.
11. Biotechnology
The Working Group noted the status of work in Codex regarding biotechnology. As mentioned in the report
of the 7th Session of the Codex Ad Hoc Intergovernmental Task Force on Foods Derived from
Biotechnology (ALINORM 08/31/34), the Codex Draft Guideline for the Conduct of Food Safety
Assessment of Foods Derived from Recombinant-DNA Animals is at Step 5/8 of the Codex procedure.
This guideline identifies the health status of the recombinant animal as one of the factors that is relevant to
the safety assessment of recombinant-DNA animals. It was understood that the assessment of animal health
status fell within the OIE mandate and was not covered by the Codex guideline. The Working Group noted
the report of the 12-14 June 2007 meeting of the OIE Biotechnology ad hoc Group and noted that this
Group will next meet on 26-29 November 2007. In response to the recommendations of an FAO/WHO
expert group, the status of food derived from animals treated with recombinant DNA vaccines will be
addressed. The Working Group accepted the invitation for its Chair to be present at this meeting and he will
report back to the next Working Group meeting.
12. Revised version of WHO publication ’Terrorist Threats to Food’
Dr Schlundt (WHO) briefly summarised the amendments made to the publication Terrorist Threats to Food
and indicated that WHO’s intention is to publish the revised publication as soon as possible.
13. Work Programme for 2008 and next meeting
The Working Group reviewed the work programme for 2007 and updated it, based on the progression of
relevant texts in the past 12 months and the discussion at this meeting. Priorities for 2008 include: a)
identification and tracing of animals and animal products that have resulted from biotechnological
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intervention; b) food safety implications of the use in food producing animals of vaccines derived from
recombinant biotechnology; c) food safety implications of feed for aquatic animals; d) OIE International
Conference on the Identification and Traceability of Animals and Animal Products to be held in technical
collaboration with Codex in Buenos Aires in early 2009; e) Salmonellosis in broilers; f)
Campylobacteriosis in broilers (on work programme for 2009 pending progress in Codex) and, g)
Cysticercosis. The Working Group plans to hold its next meeting in November 2008.

Annex III
THE ROLE OF THE VETERINARY SERVICES IN FOOD SAFETY
The purpose of this paper is to provide guidance to OIE Members in regard to the role and responsibilities of
Veterinary Services in food safety, to assist them in meeting the food safety objectives laid down in national
legislation and the requirements of importing countries.
Definitions
The following definitions, from the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code (the Terrestrial Code) (1), are relevant to
this paper. Throughout the paper, terms that are defined in the Terrestrial Code appear in italics.
Veterinarian means a person registered or licensed by the relevant veterinary statutory body to practice veterinary
medicine/science in that country.
Veterinary Services means the governmental and non-governmental organisations that implement animal health
and welfare measures and other standards and guidelines in the Terrestrial Code and OIE Aquatic Animal Health
Code (Aquatic Code) in the country. The Veterinary Services are under the overall control and direction of the
Veterinary Authority. Private veterinary organisations are normally accredited or approved to deliver functions by
the veterinary authority.
Veterinary Authority means the governmental authority of a Member Country, comprising veterinarians, other
professionals and paraprofessionals, having the responsibility and competence for ensuring or supervising the
implementation of animal health and welfare measures, international veterinary certification and other standards
and guidelines in the Terrestrial Code in the whole country.
The Veterinary Statutory Body is an autonomous authority regulating veterinarians and veterinary paraprofessionals.
Zoonosis means any disease or infection that is naturally transmissible from animals to man.
Background
Historically, the Veterinary Services were set up to control livestock diseases at the farm level. There was an
emphasis on prevention and control of the major epizootic diseases of livestock and of diseases that could affect
man (zoonotic diseases). As countries begin to bring the serious diseases under control, the scope of official
animal health services normally increases to address production diseases of livestock, where control leads to more
efficient production and/or better quality animal products.
The role of the Veterinary Services has traditionally extended from the farm to the slaughterhouse, where
veterinarians have a dual responsibility – epidemiological surveillance of animal diseases and ensuring the safety
and suitability of meat. The education and training of veterinarians, which includes both animal health (including
zoonoses) and food hygiene components, makes them uniquely equipped to play a central role in ensuring food
safety, especially the safety of foods of animal origin. As described below, in addition to veterinarians, several
other professional groups are involved in supporting integrated food safety approaches throughout the food chain.
In many countries the role of the Veterinary Services has been extended to include subsequent stages of the food
chain in the “farm to fork” continuum (2, 3).
Approaches to food safety
The concept of the food production continuum
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Food safety and quality are best assured by an integrated, multidisciplinary approach, considering the whole of the
food chain. Eliminating or controlling food hazards at source, i.e. a preventive approach, is more effective in
reducing or eliminating the risk of unwanted health effects than relying on control of the final product,
traditionally applied via a final ‘quality check’ approach. Approaches to food safety have evolved in recent
decades, from traditional controls based on good practices (Good Agricultural Practice, Good Hygienic Practice,
etc), via more targeted food safety systems based on hazard analysis and critical control points (HACCP) to riskbased approaches using food safety risk analysis (4).
Risk-based management systems
The development of risk-based systems has been heavily influenced by the World Trade Organization Agreement
on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures (“SPS Agreement”). This Agreement stipulates that
signatories shall ensure that their sanitary and phytosanitary measures are based on an assessment of the risks to
human, animal or plant life or health, taking into account risk assessment techniques developed by relevant
international organizations. Risk assessment, the scientific component of risk analysis, should be functionally
separated from risk management to avoid interference from economic, political or other interests. The SPS
Agreement specifically recognises as the international benchmarks the standards developed by the OIE for animal
health and zoonoses and by the Codex Alimentarius Commission for food safety. In recent decades there has also
been a trend towards a redefinition of responsibilities. The traditional approach, whereby food operators were
primarily held responsible for food quality while regulatory agencies were charged with assuring food safety, has
been replaced by more sophisticated systems that give food operators primary responsibility for both the quality
and the safety of the foods they place on the market. The role of the supervisory authorities is to analyse scientific
information as a basis to develop appropriate food safety standards (both processing and end product standards)
and monitoring to ensure that the control systems used by food operators are appropriate, validated and operated
in such a way that the standards are met. In the event of non-compliance, regulatory agencies are responsible to
ensure that appropriate sanctions are applied.
The Veterinary Services play an essential role in the application of the risk analysis process and the
implementation of risk based recommendations for regulatory systems, including the extent and nature of
veterinary involvement in food safety activities throughout the food chain, as outlined below. Each country should
establish its health protection objectives, for animal health and public health, through consultation with
stakeholders (especially livestock producers, processors and consumers) in accordance with the social, economic,
cultural, religious and political contexts of the country. These objectives should be put into effect through national
legislation and steps taken to raise awareness of them both within the country and to trading partners.
Functions of Veterinary Services
The Veterinary Services contribute to the achievement of these objectives through the direct performance of some
veterinary tasks and through the auditing of animal and public health activities conducted by other government
agencies, private sector veterinarians and other stakeholders. In addition to veterinarians, several other
professional groups are involved in ensuring food safety throughout the food chain, including analysts,
epidemiologists, food technologists, human and environmental health professionals, microbiologists and
toxicologists. Irrespective of the roles assigned to the different professional groups and stakeholders by the
administrative system in the country, close cooperation and effective communication between all involved is
imperative to achieve the best results from the combined resources. Where veterinary or other professional tasks
are delegated to individuals or enterprises outside the Veterinary Authority, clear information on regulatory
requirements and a system of checks should be established to monitor and verify performance of the delegated
activities. The Veterinary Authority retains the final responsibility for satisfactory performance of delegated
activities.
At the farm level
Through their presence on farms and appropriate collaboration with farmers, the Veterinary Services play a key
role in ensuring that animals are kept under hygienic conditions and in the early detection, surveillance and
treatment of animal diseases, including conditions of public health significance. The Veterinary Services may also
provide livestock producers with information, advice and training on how to avoid, eliminate or control food
safety hazards (e.g. drug and pesticide residues, mycotoxins and environmental contaminants) in primary
production, including through animal feed. Producers’ organisations, particularly those with veterinary advisors,
are in a good position to provide awareness and training as they are regularly in contact with farmers and are well
placed to understand their priorities. Technical support from the Veterinary Services is important and both private
veterinarians and employees of the Veterinary Authority can assist. The Veterinary Services play a central role in
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ensuring the responsible and prudent use of biological products and veterinary drugs, including antimicrobials, in
animal husbandry. This helps to minimise the risk of developing antimicrobial resistance and unsafe levels of
veterinary drug residues in foods of animal origin. Section 3.9. of the Terrestrial Code contains guidelines on the
use of antimicrobials.
Meat inspection
Slaughterhouse inspection of live animals (ante-mortem) and the carcase (post-mortem) plays a key role in both
the surveillance network for animal diseases and zoonoses and ensuring the safety and suitability of meat and byproducts for their intended uses. Control and/or reduction of biological hazards of animal and public health
importance by ante- and post-mortem meat inspection is a core responsibility of the Veterinary Services and they
should have primary responsibility for the development of relevant inspection programmes.
Wherever practicable, inspection procedures should be risk-based. Management systems should reflect
international norms and address the significant hazards to both human and animal health in the livestock being
slaughtered. The Codex Alimentarius Code of Hygienic Practice for Meat (CHPM) (5) constitutes the primary
international standard for meat hygiene and incorporates a risk-based approach to application of sanitary measures
throughout the meat production chain. Section 3.10 of the Terrestrial Code contains guidelines for the control of
biological hazards of animal health and public health importance through ante- and post-mortem meat inspection,
which complement the CHPM.
Traditionally, the primary focus of the OIE Codes was on global animal health protection and transparency. Under
its current mandate, the OIE also addresses animal production food safety risks. The Code includes several
standards and guidelines aimed at protecting public health (such as Appendix 3.10.1 on the Control of Biological
Hazards of Animal Health and Public Health Importance through Ante- and Post- Mortem Meat Inspection) and
work is underway developing new standards to prevent the contamination of animal products by Salmonella spp.
and Campylobacter spp. The OIE and Codex collaborate closely in the development of standards to ensure
seamless coverage of the entire food production continuum. The recommendations of the OIE and the Codex
Alimentarius Commission on the production and safety of animal commodities should be read in conjunction.
The Veterinary Authority should provide for flexibility in the delivery of meat inspection service. Countries may
adopt different administrative models, involving degrees of delegation to officially recognised competent bodies
operating under the supervision and control of the Veterinary Authority. If personnel from the private sector are
used to carry out ante- and post-mortem inspection activities under the overall supervision and responsibility of
the Veterinary Authority, the Veterinary Authority should specify the competency requirements for all such
persons and verify their performance. To ensure the effective implementation of ante- and post-mortem inspection
procedures, the Veterinary Authority should have in place systems for the monitoring of these procedures and the
exchange of information gained. Animal identification and animal traceability systems should be integrated in
order to be able to trace slaughtered animals back to their place of origin, and products derived from them forward
in the meat production chain.
Certification of animal products for international trade
Another important role of the Veterinary Services is to provide health certification to international trading partners
attesting that exported products meet both animal health and food safety standards. Certification in relation to
animal diseases, including zoonoses, and meat hygiene should be the responsibility of the Veterinary Authority.
Certification may be provided by other professions (a sanitary certificate) in connection with food processing and
hygiene (e.g. pasteurisation of dairy products) and conformance with product quality standards.
Other roles of the Veterinary Services
Most reported outbreaks of foodborne disease are due to contamination of foods with zoonotic agents, often
during primary production. The Veterinary Services play a key role in the investigation of such outbreaks all the
way back to the farm and in formulating and implementing remedial measures once the source of the outbreak has
been identified. This work should be carried out in close collaboration with human and environmental health
professionals, analysts, epidemiologists, food producers, processors and traders and others involved.
In addition to the roles mentioned above, veterinarians are well equipped to assume important roles in ensuring
food safety in other parts of the food chain, for example through the application of HACCP-based controls and
other quality assurance systems during food processing and distribution. The Veterinary Services also play an
important role in raising the awareness of food producers, processors and other stakeholders of the measures
required to assure food safety.
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Optimising the contribution of the Veterinary Services to food safety
In order for Veterinary Services to make the best possible contribution to food safety, it is important that the
education and training of veterinarians in the roles outlined in this paper meets high standards and that there are
national programmes for ongoing professional development. The Veterinary Services should comply with the OIE
fundamental principles of quality given in Chapter 1.3.3 of the Terrestrial Code. Guidelines for the evaluation of
Veterinary Services are provided in Chapter 1.3.4 of the Terrestrial Code and in the OIE Tool for the Evaluation
of Performance of Veterinary Services (the OIE PVS Tool).
There should be a clear and well documented assignment of responsibilities and chain of command within the
Veterinary Services. The national Competent Authority should provide an appropriate institutional environment to
allow the Veterinary Services to develop and implement the necessary policies and standards and adequate
resources for them to carry out their tasks in a sustainable manner. In developing and implementing policies and
programmes for food safety the Veterinary Authority should collaborate with other responsible agencies to ensure
that food safety risks are addressed in a coordinated manner.
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Annex IV

GUIDELINES ON THE DESIGN AND IMPLEMENTATION OF
IDENTIFICATION SYSTEMS TO ACHIEVE ANIMAL
TRACEABILITY
Article 1

Introduction and objectives
These guidelines are based on the general principles presented in Article 3.5.1.1. The Guidelines outline for Members
the basic elements that need to be taken into account in the design and implementation of an animal identification system
to achieve animal traceability. Whatever animal identification system the country adopts, it should comply with relevant OIE
standards, including Part 4 for animals and animal products intended for export. Each country should design a
program in accordance with the scope and relevant performance criteria to ensure that the desired animal traceability
outcomes can be achieved.
Article 2

Glossary
For the purpose of this Appendix.
Desired outcomes: describe the overall goals of a programme and are usually expressed in qualitative terms, e.g. ‘to
help ensure that animals and/or animal products are safe and suitable for use’. Safety and suitability for use could be
defined in terms such as animal health, food safety, trade and aspects of animal husbandry.
Performance criteria: are specifications for performance of a programme and are usually expressed in quantitative
terms, such as ‘all animals can be traced to the establishment of birth within 48 hours of an enquiry’.
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Reporting means advising the Veterinary Authority in accordance with the procedures listed in the programme.
Scope: specifies the targeted species, population and/or production/trade sector within a defined area (country, zone)
or compartment that is the subject of the identification and traceability programme.
Transhumance: periodic/seasonal movements of animals between different pastures within or between countries.
Article 3

Key elements of the animal identification system
1.

Desired outcomes

Desired outcomes should be defined through consultation between the Veterinary Authority and other parties, which
should include (depending on scope) animal producers and food processors, private sector veterinarians, scientific
research organisations and other government agencies. Desired outcomes may be defined in terms of any or all of the
following:
a)
animal health (e.g. disease surveillance and notification; detection and control of disease; vaccination
programmes);
b)

public health (e.g. surveillance and control of zoonotic diseases and food safety);

c)

management of emergencies e.g. natural catastrophies or man-made events;

d)
trade (support for inspection and certification activities of Veterinary Services, as described in Part 4 which
reproduces model international veterinary certificates);
e)

aspects of animal husbandry such as animal performance, and genetic data).

2.

Scope

Scope should also be defined through consultation between the Veterinary Authority and other parties, as discussed
above. The scope of animal identification systems is often based on the definition of a species and sector, to take account
of particular characteristics of the farming systems e.g. pigs in pork export production; poultry in a defined
compartment; cattle within a defined FMD free zone. Different systems will be appropriate according to the
production systems used in countries and the nature of their industries and trade.
3.

Performance criteria

Performance criteria are also designed in consultation with other parties, as discussed above. The performance criteria
depend on the desired outcomes and scope of the program. They are usually described in quantitative terms according
to the epidemiology of the disease. For example, some countries consider it necessary to trace susceptible animals
within 24-48 hours when dealing with highly contagious diseases such as FMD and avian influenza. For food safety,
animal tracing to support investigation of incidents may also be urgent. For chronic animal diseases that are not
zoonoses, it may be considered appropriate that animals can be traced over a longer period.
4.

Preliminary studies

In designing animal identification systems it is useful to conduct preliminary studies, which should take into account:
a)

animal populations, species, distribution, herd management,

b)

farming and industry structures, production and location,

c)

animal health,

d)

public health,

e)

trade issues,

f)

aspects of animal husbandry,

g)

zoning and compartmentalisation,

h)

animal movement patterns (including transhumance),

i)

information management and communication,

j)

availability of resources (human and financial),

k)

social and cultural aspects,

l)

stakeholder knowledge of the issues and expectations,
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m)

gaps between current enabling legislation and what is needed long term,

n)

international experience,

o)

national experience,

p)

available technology options,

q)

existing identification system(s),

r)

expected benefits from the animal identification systems and animal traceability and to whom they accrue.

Pilot projects may form part of the preliminary study to test the animal identification system and animal traceability and to
gather information for the design and the implementation of the programme.
Economic analysis may consider costs, benefits, funding mechanisms and sustainability.
5.

Design of the programme
a)

General provisions
The programme should be designed in consultation with the stakeholders to facilitate the implementation of
the animal identification system and animal traceability. It should take into account the scope, performance criteria
and desired outcomes as well as the results of any preliminary study.
All the specified documentation should be standardised as to format, content and context.
To protect and enhance the integrity of the system, procedures should be incorporated into the design of the
programme to prevent, detect and correct errors e.g. use of algorithms to prevent duplication of
identification numbers and to ensure plausibility of data.

b) Means of animal identification
The choice of a physical animal identifier should consider elements such as the durability, human resources,
species and age of the animals to be identified, required period of identification, cultural aspects, animal
welfare, technology, compatibility and relevant standards, farming practices, production systems, animal
population, climatic conditions, resistance to tampering, trade considerations, cost, and retention and
readability of the identification method.
The Veterinary Authority is responsible for approving the materials and equipment chosen, to ensure that these
means of animal identification comply with technical and field performance specifications, and for the
supervision of their distribution. The Veterinary Authority is also responsible for ensuring that identifiers are
unique and are used in accordance with the requirements of the animal identification system.
The Veterinary Authority should establish procedures for animal identification and animal traceability including:
i)

the time period within which an animal born on an establishment should be identified;

ii) when animals are introduced into an establishment;
iii) when an animal loses its identification or the identifier becomes unusable;
iv) arrangements and rules for the destruction and/or reuse of identifiers;
v) penalties for the tampering and/or removal of official animal identification devices.
Where group identification without a physical identifier is adequate, documentation should be created
specifying at least the number of animals in the group, the species, the date of identification, the person
legally responsible for the animals and/or establishment. This documentation constitutes a unique group
identifier and it should be updated to be traceable if there are any changes.
Where all animals in the group are physically identified with a group identifier, documentation should also
specify the unique group identifier.
c)

Registration
Procedures need to be incorporated into the design of the programme in order to ensure that relevant events
and information are registered in a timely and accurate manner.
Depending on the scope, performance criteria and desired outcomes, records as described below should
specify, at least, the species, the unique animal or group identifier, the date of the event, the identifier of the
establishment where the event took place, and the code for the event itself.
i)

Establishments/owners or responsible keeper
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Establishments where animals are kept should be identified and registered, including at least their physical
location (such as geographical coordinates or street address), the type of establishment and the species kept.
The register should include the name of the person legally responsible for the animals at the establishment.
The types of establishments that may need to be registered include holdings (farms), assembly centres (e.g.
agriculture shows and fairs, sporting events, transit centres, breeding centres), markets, abattoirs, rendering
plants, dead stock collection points, transhumance areas, centres for necropsy and diagnosis, research
centres, zoos, border posts, quarantine stations.
In cases where the registration of establishments is not applicable e.g. some transhumance systems, the
animal owner, the owner’s place of residence and the species kept should be recorded.
ii) Animals
Animal identification and species should be registered for each establishment/owner. Other relevant
information about the animals at each establishment/owner may also be recorded e.g. date of birth,
production category, sex, breed, animal identification of the parents.
iii) Movements
The registration of animal movements is necessary to achieve animal traceability. When an animal is
introduced into or leaves an establishment, these events constitute a movement.
Some countries classify birth, slaughter and death of the animal as movements.
The information registered should include the date of the movement, the establishment from which the
animal or group of animals was dispatched, the number of animals moved, the destination establishment,
and any establishment used in transit.
When establishments are not registered as part of the animal identification system, ownership and location
changes constitute a movement record. Movement recording may also include means of transport and the
vehicle identifier.
Procedures should be in place to maintain animal traceability during transport and when animals arrive at
and leave an establishment.
iv) Events other than movements
The following events may also be registered:
•

birth, slaughter and death of the animal (when not classified as a movement),

•

attachment of the unique identifier to an animal,

•

change of ownership regardless of change of establishment,

•

observation of an animal on an establishment (testing, health investigation, health certification, etc.),

•

animal imported: a record of the animal identification from the exporting country should be kept and
linked with the animal identification assigned in the importing country,

•

animal exported: a record of the animal identification from the exporting country should be provided to
the Veterinary Authority in the importing country,

•

animal identifier lost or replaced,

•

animal missing (lost, stolen, etc.),

•

animal identifier retired (at slaughter, following loss of the identifier or death of the animal on a farm,
at diagnostic laboratories, etc.).

d) Documentation
Documentation requirements should be clearly defined and standardised, according to the scope,
performance criteria and desired outcomes and supported by the legal framework.
e)

Reporting
Depending on the scope, performance criteria and desired outcomes, relevant information (such as animal
identification, movement, events, changes in numbers of livestock, establishments) should be reported to the
Veterinary Authority by the person responsible for the animals.
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Information system
An information system should be designed according to the scope, performance criteria and desired
outcomes. This may be paper based or electronic. The system should provide for the collection, compilation,
storage and retrieval of information on matters relevant to registration. The following considerations are
important:
•

have the potential for linkage to traceability in the other parts of the food chain;

•

minimisze duplication;

•

relevant components, including databases, should be compatible;

•

confidentiality of data;

•

appropriate safeguards to prevent the loss of data, including a system for backing up the data.

The Veterinary Authority should have access to this information system as appropriate to meet the scope,
performance criteria and desired outcomes.
g) Laboratories
The results of diagnostic tests should record the animal identifier or the group identifier and the establishment
where the sample was collected.
h) Abattoirs, rendering plants, dead stock collection points, markets, assembly centres
Abattoirs, rendering plants, dead stock collection points, markets and assembly centres should document
arrangements for the maintenance of animal identification and animal traceability in compliance with the legal
framework.
These establishments are critical points for control of animal health and food safety.
Animal identification should be recorded on documents accompanying samples collected for analysis.
The components of the animal identification system operating within abattoirs should complement and be
compatible with arrangements for tracking animal products throughout the food chain. At an abattoir, animal
identification should be maintained during the processing of the animal’s carcass until the carcass is deemed fit
for human consumption.
The animal identification and the establishment from which the animal was dispatched should be registered by the
abattoir, rendering plant and dead stock collection points.
Abattoirs, rendering plants and dead stock collection points should ensure that identifiers are collected and
disposed of according to the procedures established and regulated within the legal framework. These
procedures should minimize the risk of unauthorized reuse and, if appropriate, should establish arrangements
and rules for the reuse of identifiers.
Reporting of movement by abattoirs, rendering plants and dead stock collection points should occur according
to the scope, performance criteria and desired outcomes and the legal framework.
i)

Penalties

Different levels and types of penalties should be defined in the programme and supported by the legal
framework .
6.

Legal framework
The Veterinary Authority, with other relevant governmental agencies and in consultation with stakeholders, should
establish a legal framework for the implementation and enforcement of animal identification system and animal
traceability in the country. The structure of this framework will vary from country to country.
Animal identification, animal traceability and animal movement should be under the responsibility of the Veterinary
Authority.
This legal framework should address:
i)

desired outcomes and scope;

ii) obligations of the Veterinary Authority and other parties;
iii) organisational arrangements, including the choice of technologies and methods used for the animal identification
system and animal traceability;
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iv) management of animal movement;
v) confidentiality of data;
vi) data access / accessibility;
vii) checking, verification, inspection and penalties;
viii) where relevant, funding mechanisms;
ix) where relevant, arrangements to support a pilot project.
7.

Implementation
a)

Action plan
For implementing the animal identification system, an action plan should be prepared specifying the timetable
and including the milestones and performance indicators, the human and financial resources, and checking,
enforcement and verification arrangements.
The following activities should be addressed in the action plan:
i)

Communication
The scope, performance criteria, desired outcomes, responsibilities, movement and registration
requirements and sanctions need to be communicated to all parties.
Communication strategies need to be targeted to the audience, taking into account elements such as the
level of literacy (including technology literacy) and spoken languages.

ii)

Training programmes
It is desirable to implement training programmes to assist the Veterinary Services and other parties.

iii) Technical support
Technical support should be provided to address practical problems.
b) Checking and verification
Checking activities should start at the beginning of the implementation to detect, prevent and correct errors
and to provide feedback on programme design.
Verification should begin after a preliminary period as determined by the Veterinary Authority in order to
determine compliance with the legal framework and operational requirements.
c)

Auditing
Auditing should be carried out under the authority of the Veterinary Authority to detect any problems with the
animal identification system and animal traceability and to identify possible improvements.

d) Review
The programme should be subject to periodic review, taking into account the results of checking, verification
and auditing activities.
-----------------------------
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Annex V
Model Veterinary Certificate for International Trade in Products of Animal Origin
COUNTRY:

Part I: Details of dispatched consignment

I.1. Consignor
Name

I.2. Certificate reference number

Address
I.3. Veterinary Authority
I.4. Consignee
Name
Address

I.5.Country of origin

ISO code* I.6. Zone or compartment of origin**

I.7. Country of destination

ISO code* I.8. Zone or compartment of destination**

I.9. Place of origin
Name
Address

I.10. Place of shipment

I.11. Date of departure

I.12. Means of transport
Aeroplane
Road vehicle
Identification:

I.13. Expected border post
Ship

Railway wagon
Other
I.14. CITES permit No(s).**

I.15. Description of commodity

I.16. Commodity code (HS code)
I.17.Total quantity

I.18. Temperature of product
Ambient
Chilled
I.20. Identification of container/seal number
I.22. Commodities intended for use as:
Human consumption

I.19. Total number of packages
Frozen
I.21.Type of packaging

Animal feed

Further processing

Technical use

Other
I.23.

I.24. Identification of the commodities

Species (Scientific name)Nature of commodityTreatment type Approval number of establishments Number of packagesNet weight

*: optional
**: if referenced in Part II

Lot ID/date code
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COUNTRY:
II.a. Certificate reference number

Part II: Zoosanitary information

II. The undersigned Official Veterinarian certifies that the product(s) of animal origin described above satisfy(ies) the following requirements:

Official Veterinarian

Name and address (in capital letters):

Official position

Date:

Signature:

Stamp
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APPENDIX X.X.X
NOTES FOR GUIDANCE ON THE
VETERINARY CERTIFICATES FOR INTERNATIONAL TRADE
IN LIVE ANIMALS, HATCHING EGGS AND PRODUCTS OF
ANIMAL ORIGIN
General:

Please complete the certificate in capitals. To confirm an option, mark the box with a cross (X). Ensure
that no portion of certificate is left blank in a manner that would allow it to be amended. Non-applicable
fields may be crossed out.
PART I. DETAILS OF DISPATCHED CONSIGNMENT

Country:

Name of the country that issues the certificate.

Box I.1.

Name and full address of the natural or legal person dispatching the consignment. Information on
telephone and fax numbers or e-mail address is recommended.

Box I.2.

The certificate reference number is the number used by the Veterinary Authority of the country to
identify the certificate.

Box I.3.

Name of the Veterinary Authority.

Box I.4.

Name and full address of the natural or legal person to whom the consignment is destined at the
time the certificate is issued.

Box I.5.

Name of the country from which the animals, hatching eggs, embryos, semen, ova or brood combs are
being exported. For products, name the country(ies) where the finished products were produced,
manufactured or packed.
“ISO code” refers to the international standard two-letter code (ISO 3166-1 Alpha-2 Code) for a
country produced by the International Organization for Standardization.

Box I.6.

Name of the zone or compartment of origin, if relevant, in part II of the certificate.

Box I.7.

Name of the country of destination.
“ISO code” refers to the international standard two-letter code (ISO 3166-1 Alpha-2 Code) for a
country produced by the International Organization for Standardization.

Box I.8.

Name of the zone or compartment of destination, if relevant, in part II of the certificate.

Box I.9. Name and full address of the place(s) from which the animals or products are being exported; and official
approval or registration number when required.
For animals and hatching eggs: the establishment(s), wildlife or hunting reserves.
For semen: the artificial insemination centre.
For embryos and ova: the name, address and official approval number of the collection team (not
the premises of storage).
For products of animal origin: the premises from which the products are to be dispatched.
Box I.10.

Name of the place from which the animals or products are being shipped (this will be a land, sea or
airport).

Box I.11.

Date of departure. For animals include the expected time of departure.

Box I.12.

Details of the means of transport.
Identification of the means of transport at the time the certificate is issued: for air transport, the
flight number; for maritime transport, the name of the vessel; for rail transport, the number of the
train and the wagon and for road transport, the registration number of the road vehicle and the
number of the trailer where used.

Box I.13.

Name of expected border post and, if available, its UN/LOCODE (refer to the United Nations Code
for Trade and Transport Locations).
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Box I.14.

CITES permit number(s) if the commodity concerns species listed in the Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora.

Box I.15.

Describe the commodity or use the titles as they appear in the Harmonised System of the World
Customs Organization.

Box I.16.

Heading or HS Code of the Harmonized System set up by the World Customs Organization.

Box I.17.

Total quantity of the commodity.
For animals, hatching eggs and animal products (semen, ova, embryos) give the total count of animals,
eggs or straws.
For products give the gross weight and the net weight in kg of the whole consignment.

Box I.18.

Temperature of products for transport and storage.

Box I.19.

Total number of boxes, cages or stalls in which the animals or hatching eggs are being transported.
Total number of cryogenic containers for semen, ova, embryos. Total number of packages for
products.

Box I.20.

Identify the containers/seal numbers where required.

Box I.21.

Identify the type of packaging of products as defined in Recommendation No. 21 – Code of
Passengers, Type of Cargo, Package and Packaging Materials of UN/CEFACT (United Nation
Centre for Trade Facilitation and Electronic Business).

Box I.22.

Intended use of the imported animals or products.
Breeding/rearing: applies to animal for breeding or rearing and hatching eggs.
Slaughter: applies to animal for slaughter.
Game restocking: applies to game for the purpose of rebuilding stocks.
Pet: applies to animals kept for companionship or enjoyment. This excludes livestock species.
Circus/exhibition: applies to animals used in a circus, show or exhibition.
Human consumption: applies to products intended for human consumption.
Animal feed: means any product of animal origin (single or multiple), whether processed, semiprocessed or raw, which is intended to be fed to animals.
Further processing: applies to products of animal origin which have to be further processed before
being suitable for end use.
Technical use: applies to products not intended for human or animal consumption. These include
animal products that are intended for use in the pharmaceutical, medical, cosmetic and other
industries. Such products may be subjected to extensive further processing.
Other: intended for purposes not listed elsewhere in this classification.

Box I.23.

Mark, if appropriate.

Box I.24.

Details on the nature of the commodity sufficient to identify it.
For animals and hatching eggs: Species (scientific name); Identification system; Identification number
or other identification details; Quantity and if required, Breed / Category (e.g. heifer, steer, layer,
broiler); Age; Sex. For animals holding an official passport, the international animal passport
number should be provided, and a copy of the details on the passport attached to the certificate.

For embryos, ova and semen: Species (Scientific name); Identification mark according to the International Embryo
Transfer Society (IETS) or the International Committee for Animal Recording (ICAR); Collection date; Approval
number of the centre/team; Identification of the donor animal; Quantity. If required, Breed.
For bees and brood combs: Category means hive with bees, swarm, consignment of bees (worker
bees, drones), queen bees, brood-combs, royal cells, etc. Identification details include peculiarities
(e.g. Marks or age or weight or surface). Breed / Variety if required.
For products of animal origin: Species (Scientific name); Nature of commodity; Treatment type;
approval number of establishment(s) (abattoir; cutting plant; processing plant; cold store); Lot
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identification/date code; Quantity; Number of packages; Net weight.
PART II. ZOOSANITARY INFORMATION
Box II.

Complete this part in accordance with the requirements agreed between the Veterinary s Authorities
of the importing and exporting countries in accordance with the recommendations in the Terrestrial
Code.

Box II.a.

Reference number: see box I.2.

Official veterinarian: Name, address, official position, date of signature and official stamp of the Veterinary Services.

CHAPTER 1.2.1.
GENERAL OBLIGATIONS
Article 1.2.1.1.

Safety of Iinternational trade in animals and animal products depends on a combination of factors which should be taken
into account to ensure unimpeded trade, without incurring unacceptable risks to human and animal health.
Because of differences between countries in their animal health situations, various options are offered by the Terrestrial
Code. The animal health situation in the exporting country, in the transit country or countries and in the importing country
should be considered before determining the requirements for trade. To maximise harmonisation of the sanitary
aspects of international trade, Veterinary Authorities of Members should base their import requirements on the OIE
standards, and guidelines.
These requirements should be included in the model certificates approved by the OIE which form are included in Part
4 of the Terrestrial Code.
Certification requirements should be exact and concise, and should clearly convey the wishes of the importing country.
For this purpose, prior consultation between Veterinary Authorities of importing and exporting countries may be necessary. It
enables the setting out of the exact requirements so that the signing veterinarian can, if necessary, be given a note of
guidance explaining the understanding between the Veterinary Authorities involved.
When officials of a Veterinary Authority wish to visit another country for matters of professional interest to the
Veterinary Authority of the other country, the latter should be informed.
Article 1.2.1.2.

Responsibilities of the importing country
1.

The import requirements included in the international veterinary certificate should assure that commodities introduced
into the importing country comply. Importing countries should restrict their requirements to those necessary to achieve
the national appropriate level of protection. If these are stricter than the OIE standards, they should be based on
an import risk analysis.

2.

The international veterinary certificate should not include requirements for the exclusion of pathogens or animal
diseases which are present in the importing country and are not subject to any official control programme. The measures
imposed on imports to manage the risks posed by a specific pathogen or disease should not require a higher level
of protection than that provided by measures applied as part of the official control programme operating within the
importing country.

3.

The international veterinary certificate should not include measures against pathogens or diseases which are not OIE
listed, unless the importing country demonstrated through import risk analysis, carried out in accordance with
Section 1.3., that the pathogen or disease poses a significant risk to the importing country.

4.

The transmission by the Veterinary Authority of certificates or the communication of import requirements to
persons other than the Veterinary Authority of another country, necessitates that copies of these documents are
also sent to the Veterinary Authority. This important procedure avoids delays and difficulties which may arise
between traders and Veterinary Authorities when the authenticity of the certificates or permits is not established.
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This information is the responsibility of Veterinary Authorities. However, it can be issued by private sector
veterinarians at the place of origin of the commodities when this practice is the subject of appropriate approval and
authentication by the Veterinary Authority.
5.

Situations may arise which result in changes to the consignee, identification of the means of transportation, or
border post after a certificate is issued. Because these do not change the animal or public health status of the
consignment, they should not prevent the acceptance of the certificate.
Article 1.2.1.3.

Responsibilities of the exporting country
1.

2.

3.

An exporting country should, on request, supply the following to importing countries:
a)

information on the animal health situation and national animal health information systems to determine
whether that country is free or has free zones of listed diseases, including the regulations and procedures in force
to maintain its free status;

b)

regular and prompt information on the occurrence of notifiable diseases;

c)

details of the country's ability to apply measures to control and prevent the relevant listed diseases;

d)

information on the structure of the Veterinary Services and the authority which they exercise according to
Chapters 1.3.3. and 1.3.4.;

e)

technical information, particularly on biological tests and vaccines applied in all or part of the national
territory.

Veterinary Authorities of exporting countries should:
a)

have official procedures for authorisation of certifying veterinarians, defining their functions and duties as
well as conditions covering possible suspension and termination of the appointment;

b)

ensure that the relevant instructions and training are provided to certifying veterinarians;

c)

monitor the activities of the certifying veterinarians to verify their integrity and impartiality.

The Head of the Veterinary Service of the exporting country is ultimately accountable for veterinary certification used
in international trade.
Article 1.2.1.4.

Responsibilities in case of an incident related to importation
1.

International trade involves a continuing ethical responsibility. Therefore, if within the recognised incubation periods
of the various diseases subsequent to an export taking place, the Veterinary Authority becomes aware of the
appearance or reappearance of a disease which has been specifically included in the international veterinary certificate,
there is an obligation for the to notify the importing country, so that the imported commodities may be inspected or
tested and appropriate action be taken to limit the spread of the disease should it have been inadvertently
introduced.

2.

Equally, if a disease condition appears in imported commodities within a time period after importation consistent
with the recognised incubation period of the disease, the Veterinary Authority of the exporting country should be
informed so as to enable an investigation to be made, since this may be the first available information on the
occurrence of the disease in a previously free herd. The Veterinary Authority of the importing country should be
informed of the result of the investigation since the source of infection may not be in the exporting country.

3.

In case of suspicion, on reasonable grounds, that an official certificate may be fraudulent, the Veterinary Authority
of the importing country and exporting country should conduct an investigation. Consideration should also be given to
notifying any third country(ies) that may have been implicated. All associated consignments should be kept under
official control, pending the outcome of the investigation. The Veterinary Authorities of all countries involved
should fully cooperate with the investigation. If the certificate is found to be fraudulent, every effort should be
made to identify those responsible so that appropriate action can be taken according to the relevant legislation.
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CHAPTER 1.2.2.
CERTIFICATION PROCEDURE
Article 1.2.2.1.

Protection of the professional integrity of the certifying veterinarian
Certification should be based on the highest possible ethical standards, the most important of which is that the
professional integrity of the certifying veterinarian must be respected and safeguarded according to Chapters 1.3.3. and
1.3.4.
It is essential not to include in the requirements additional specific matters which cannot be accurately and honestly
signed by a veterinarian. For example, these requirements should not include certification of an area as being free
from non-notifiable diseases the occurrence of which the signing veterinarian is not necessarily informed about.
Equally, to ask certification for events which will take place after the document is signed is unacceptable when these
events are not under the direct control and supervision of the signing veterinarian.
Certification of freedom from diseases based on purely clinical freedom and herd history is of limited value. This is
also true of diseases for which there is no specific diagnostic test, or the value of the test as a diagnostic aid is limited.
The note of guidance referred to in Article 1.2.1.1. is not only to inform the signing veterinarian but also to safeguard
professional integrity.
Article 1.2.2.2.

Certifying veterinarians
Certifying veterinarians should:
1.

be authorised by the Veterinary Authority of the exporting country to sign international veterinary certificates;

2.

only certify matters that are within their own knowledge at the time of signing the certificate, or that have been
separately attested by another competent party authorized by the Veterinary Authority;

3.

sign only at the appropriate time certificates that have been completed fully and correctly; where a certificate is
signed on the basis of supporting documentation, the certifying veterinarian should be in possession of that
documentation before signing;

4.

have no conflict of interest in the commercial aspects of the animals or animal products being certified and be
independent from the commercial parties.
Article 1.2.2.3.

Preparation of international veterinary certificates
Certificates should be drawn up in accordance with the following principles:
1.

Certificates should be designed so as to minimize the potential for fraud including use of a unique identification
number, or other appropriate means to ensure security. Paper certificates should bear the official identifier of the
issuing Veterinary Authority. Each page of a multiple page certificate should bear the unique certificate number and
a number indicating the number of the page out of the total number of pages. Electronic certification procedures
should include equivalent safeguards.

2.

They should be written in terms that are as simple, unambiguous and easy to understand as possible, without
losing their legal meaning.

3.

If so required, they should be written in the language of the importing country. In such circumstances, they should
also be written in a language understood by the certifying veterinarian.

4.

They should require appropriate identification of animals and animal products except where this is impractical
(e.g. day-old birds).

5.

They should not require a veterinarian to certify matters that are outside his/her knowledge or which he/she
cannot ascertain and verify.

6.

Where appropriate, they should be accompanied, when presented to the certifying veterinarian, by notes of
guidance indicating the extent of enquiries, tests or examinations expected to be carried out before the certificate
is signed.
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7.

Their text should not be amended except by deletions which must be signed and stamped by the certifying
veterinarian. The signature and stamp must be in a colour different to that of the printing of the certificate.

8.

Replacement certificates may be issued by a Veterinary Authority to replace certificates that have been, for example,
lost, damaged, contain errors, or where the original information is no longer correct. These must be clearly
marked to indicate that they are replacing the original certificate. A replacement certificate should reference the
number and the issue date of the certificate that it supersedes. The superseded certificate should be cancelled and
where possible, returned to the issuing authority.

9.

Only original certificates are acceptable.
Article 1.2.2.4.

Electronic certification
1. Certification may be provided by electronic documentation sent directly from the Veterinary Authority of the
exporting country to the Veterinary Authority of the importing country. Such systems also normally provide an interface
with the commercial organisation marketing the commodity for provision of information to the certifying authority.
The certifying veterinarian must have access to all information such as laboratory results and animal identification
data.
2. Electronic certificates should carry the same information as conventional paper certificates.
3. The Veterinary Authority must have in place systems for the security of electronic certificates against access by
unauthorised persons or organisations.
4. The certifying veterinarian must be officially responsible for the secure use of his/her electronic signature.

Annex VI
OIE Activities on Good Farming Practice
OIE and FAO agreed to further develop the document “Guide to good farming practices” originally drafted by the
Animal Production Food Safety Working Group. To perform this task an ad hoc Group met at OIE Headquarters
in July 2007. The collaboration with FAO with respect to good farming practices provides for a seamless
coordination between OIE and Codex standards to address risks of food-borne illness, taking account of hazards
arising ‘from the stable to the table’. In addition to micro-organisms, the Guide will address risks due to
contaminants of animal feed/pasture, such as heavy metals, pesticides, and veterinary medicines.
While not forming part of the Terrestrial Animal Health Code the Guide will nonetheless be recognised as an
important source of advice for the purposes of international trade. The GGFP will serve as a guide for Members
and as such it does not contain detailed technical recommendations. More specific guidelines will be developed, in
particular for developing countries. These will be prepared by technical agencies such as FAO with the objective
of making applicable the implementation of good farming practices in these socio-economic and cultural contexts.
It is intended that the Guide be presented in booklet format.

_______________
Annex VII
OIE Activities on biotechnology
The OIE has been considering issues related to biotechnology since 1996 at the request of its International
Committee. At the 73rd OIE General Session in May 2005, the OIE took an important step with the presentation of
a technical item on Applications of Genetic Engineering for Livestock and Biotechnology Products and the
adoption of Resolution XXVIII on the "Applications of Genetic Engineering for Livestock and Biotechnology
Products" by the OIE International Committee.
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The OIE ad hoc Group on Biotechnology met in Paris in April and again in October 2006. At the first meeting,
three subgroups discussed Reproductive Animal Biotechnologies, Vaccines and Nanotechnology. The ad hoc
Group also revised the draft chapter of the OIE Manual of Diagnostic Tests and Vaccines for Terrestrial Animals
on Principles of Veterinary Vaccine Production.
At the second meeting, following revised objectives, the ad hoc Group commenced the development of guidelines
in two areas of work, ie animal health risks arising from somatic cell nuclear transfer (SCNT) cloning of livestock
and horses; and new vaccine technologies. The ad hoc Group also undertook to monitor developments on
nanotechnology and to advise the OIE on suitable procedures for the identification and tracing of biotechnologyderived animals and their products.
In 2007 the ad hoc Group met in November 2007 in Paris and recommended that OIE should consider whether
there are any issues related to food safety, animal health or welfare, in the case of animals treated with nonheritable DNA constructs (including recombinant vaccines).

_______________
Annex VIII
OIE Activities on Antimicrobial Resistance
Antimicrobial resistance is a priority topic for the OIE in formulating international standards that take into account
the needs of Members and the impact of the use of antimicrobials on animal and human health.
In 1998 the OIE started to address this issue through the formation of an ad hoc Group on Antimicrobial
Resistance. An international conference on the topic was held in Paris in October 2001 and four standards on
antimicrobial usage were adopted by the OIE International Committee in May 2003. A further standard on Risk
Analysis for Antimicrobial Resistance was adopted in May 2004.
The standards currently contained in the Terrestrial Code are:


Appendix 3.9.1.: Guidelines for the harmonisation of antimicrobial resistance surveillance and
monitoring programmes.



Appendix 3.9.2.: Guidelines for monitoring the quantities of antimicrobials used in animal husbandry.



Appendix 3.9.3.: Guidelines for the responsible and prudent use of antimicrobial agents in veterinary
medicine.



Appendix 3.9.4.: Risk assessment for antimicrobial resistance arising from the use of antimicrobials in
animals.

Relevant text is also found in the OIE Terrestrial Manual (Chapter I.1.10: Laboratory methodologies for bacterial
antimicrobial susceptibility testing).
The OIE is actively cooperating in this area through joint activities in addition to participation in the activities of
the International Cooperation on Harmonisation of Technical Requirements for Registration of Veterinary
Products (VICH).
The OIE has established a list of Antimicrobials of Veterinary Importance, which was unanimously adopted by
the OIE International Committee at the 75th General Session in May 2007.
A tripartite meeting with WHO and FAO met in November 2007 in Rome to consider this OIE list of veterinary
important antimicrobials and the revised WHO list of critically important antimicrobials, to find an appropriate
balance between animal health needs and public health considerations, to identify the priority combinations for
risk-benefit assessment, to review current management strategies, and to provide recommendations on future
FAO, WHO and OIE activities.
Important recommendations were:
 both lists of CIA should be revised on a regular basis (e.g. every second year) in a
collaborative and coordinated approach by the OIE, WHO and FAO
 the OIE and WHO, when revising the lists of CIA, should specifically consider and
harmonise classification of cephalosporin and tetracycline. For the OIE, it is suggested
to refine further the categorization of CIA with respect to specific animal diseases
 risk assessment of antimicrobial resistance arising from use in animals should follow the
structured approach as described in the OIE guidelines
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individual country efforts on risk assessment and surveillance should be supported by
international organisations
the FAO/OIE/WHO are invited to strengthen the current collaboration to provide
scientific advice in the field of antimicrobial resistance thorough JEMRA in collaboration
with the OIE

Annex IX
OIE Activities on Salmonellosis
The development of guidelines on salmonellosis has been on the OIE’s work programme for several years. At its
meeting in November 2006, the Working Group agreed that in the first instance, the ad hoc Group on
Salmonellosis should concentrate on measures to be applied at the farm level in laying hens.
The ad hoc Group met in February 2007 and drafted guidelines on Methods for On-Farm Detection, Control and
Prevention of S. enteritidis and S. typhimurium in Poultry Producing Eggs for Human Consumption. The
guidelines complement the Codex Alimentarius draft Code of Hygienic Practice for Eggs and Egg Products
(ALINORM 07/28/13, appendix II). They cover the pre-harvest part of the production chain, including all parts of
the production pyramid (from elite flock to commercial layer).
The ad hoc Group met again in February 2008, reviewed the reports of the 75th OIE General Session, the
Terrestrial Code Commission and the Working Group. The ad hoc Group addressed Member’s comments.
Then the ad hoc Group drafted guidelines on the Detection, Control and Prevention of Salmonella spp. in broilers
and reviewed the Code Appendix 3.4.1. Hygiene and Disease Security Procedures in Poultry Breeding Flocks and
Hatcheries.
To avoid duplication the ad hoc Group reviewed the text in the draft Guidelines on the Detection, Control and
Prevention of Salmonella Enteritidis and S. Typhimurium in Poultry Producing Eggs for Human Consumption,
the current Appendix 3.4.1. and the new draft text on broilers and produced two texts:
1. Hygiene and Biosecurity Procedures in Poultry Production.
2. Guidelines on the Detection, Control and Prevention of Salmonella spp. in Poultry.
The Terrestrial Code Commission met in March 2008, reviewed these two new texts and presented these texts to
Members for comment.
The draft texts are available on the OIE website at Annex XXXIV of the report of the March 2008 meeting of the
Terrestrial Code Commission ( www.oie.int). The OIE welcomes comments from the CAC Delegates on this
issue.
_____

Annex X
OIE work in Animal Feeding
Terrestrial animal feeds
The need to cover the whole food chain, from the farm to the consumer, within a global context, is acknowledged
by all Members of the OIE and CAC. As a result the OIE’s work in food safety focuses on the animal production
phase of the food chain for animals and animal products, to complement the CAC’s work on the post-harvest
phase.
The Working Group recognised the need for the OIE to establish complementary guidelines on animal feeding to
address the associated animal health as well as the public health risks. The OIE established an ad hoc Group on
Animal Feeding that met in October 2006 and prepared draft Guidelines for the Control of Hazards of Animal
Health and Public Health Importance in Animal Feed. These draft guidelines were circulated to Members for
comment and further work will be undertaken to address Member’s comments and to develop specific
recommendations pertaining to commercial feed production and on farm feed production.
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Aquatic Animal Feeds
An ad hoc Group met for the second time in August 2007. The Group addressed Members comments on Draft
Guidelines for the Control of Aquatic Animal Health Hazards in Aquatic Animal Feeds. The Aquatic Code
Commission reviewed the draft guidelines and the 76th General Session adopted the guidelines in May 2008.
(These guidelines are not included in this paper, because they are only Animal Health oriented).
Because the food safety issue within the guidelines was not addressed, the Working Group reviewed the draft
guidelines to advice on the most appropriate way to address food safety. Because Members considered that the
food safety issues associated with feeding aquatic animals should be addressed, the Working Group agreed that it
would review any further text covering food safety that might be produced through the OIE procedure.
The Working Group recommended that the guidelines on terrestrial and aquatic animal feed should be as closely
aligned as possible. The Working Group recommended that OIE expert(s) further review the Guidelines on
Feeding Terrestrial Animals. OIE will continue to closely monitor developments on aquatic animal feed in Codex.
_____

Annex XI

RESOLUTION No. XXV
Animal Production Food Safety
CONSIDERING THAT
1.

The permanent Working Group on Animal Production Food Safety, established by the Director
General in 2002, held its seventh meeting in November 2007 and drafted a work programme for
2008.

2.

The Working Group has developed a document on The role of the Veterinary Services in food
safety, the purpose of which is to provide guidance to OIE Members in regard to the role and
responsibilities of Veterinary Services in food safety, to assist them in meeting food safety
objectives laid down in national legislation and the requirements of importing countries.

3.

The Working Group has developed various texts aimed at minimizing food safety risks associated
with hazards in animal production, including a Guide to Good Farming Practices. A draft of the
Guide, prepared by an ad hoc Group, was reviewed by the Working Group and will be finalised
and published in cooperation with FAO.

4.

The Working Group reviewed a revised draft document Guidelines for the Control of Hazards of
Animal Health and Public Health Importance in Animal Feed, in light of comments from OIE

Members and the Terrestrial Code Commission. The Working Group also made recommendations
on the development of OIE guidelines relating to feed for aquatic animals.
5.

The Working Group discussed the report of an ad hoc Group on OIE Model Veterinary
Certificates, in light of the comments of OIE Members and the Terrestrial Code Commission, and
made a number of recommendations on the further development of this document.

6.

The Working Group reviewed the draft Guidelines on the Detection, Control and Prevention of
Salmonella Enteritidis and S. Typhimurium in Poultry Producing Eggs for Human Consumption
produced by an ad hoc Group in light of OIE Member comments on this draft. The Working Group
also reviewed the terms of reference for the ad hoc Group that will be convened to develop

recommendations on the detection, prevention and control of salmonella in broiler chickens.
7.

The OIE and the Codex Alimentarius Commission continued to work together to ensure that
standards relevant to animal production food safety developed by either party are consistent and
take a ‘whole food chain’ approach to food safety,

8.

The work on animal production food safety benefits from cooperation with FAO and WHO, which
provide additional expert advice and expertise in regard to food safety, zoonotic diseases and
related issues.
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THE COMMITTEE
RECOMMENDS THAT
1.

The Director General retain the Working Group on Animal Production Food Safety to advise him
and the relevant Specialist Commissions on issues relevant to animal production food safety.

2.

The participation of FAO and WHO high level experts as members of this Working Group be
continued to further strengthen the collaboration between OIE and Codex.

3.

The 2008 work programme prepared by the Working Group guide the OIE’s activities on animal
production food safety during the next 12 months, and the Working Group be provided with
resources needed to address the identified priorities.

4.

Of the priorities listed in the work programme, the Working Group give special attention to its
work on the development of texts on animal identification and traceability; animal feed, including
feed for aquatic animals; and salmonellosis in poultry; for consideration by the International
Committee.
_______________

Annex XII

RESOLUTION No. XXXII
Implications of private standards in international trade of animals and animal products
CONSIDERING
That the World Trade Organization, under the Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and
Phytosanitary Measures, formally recognises the OIE as the reference organisation responsible for
establishing international standards relating to animal diseases, including zoonotic diseases
That the OIEs current 172 Members and the international community at large recognise the OIE as the
organisation responsible for setting standards for animal disease surveillance and animal health and
welfare, with the objective of providing a scientific basis for safe international trade in animals and
animal products and improving animal health and welfare worldwide,
That the OIE International Committee has adopted international standards for animal welfare during
transport, slaughter and killing for sanitary purposes, and the OIE is developing new standards in the
animal welfare domain, and
NOTING
That commercial standards, established by private companies without direct involvement of
governments, are increasingly coming into play in international trade, and are of great concern for a
majority of OIE Members
THE COMMITTEE
DECIDES
1.

To reaffirm the standards published by the OIE in the field of animal health including zoonoses, as
the global official sanitary guarantees for preventing the risks associated with international trade
in animals and animal products, while avoiding unjustified sanitary barriers to trade, and
promoting the prevention and control of animal diseases worldwide.

2.

To reaffirm the standards published by the OIE in the field of animal welfare as the global
reference standard for OIE Members.

3.

To ask the Director General to work with relevant public and private international organisations
with the objective that concerns of Members are taken into consideration and that private
standards, where used, are consistent with and do not conflict with those of the OIE.

4.

To ask the Director General to support Members in taking whatever steps are available to them to
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ensure that private animal health and animal welfare standards, where used, are consistent with
and do not conflict with those of the OIE.

5.

To ask the Director General to continue with the relevant activities to further strengthen the OIE’s
work in standard setting for animal health, including zoonotic diseases, and animal welfare and to
continue to implement and reinforce capacity building programmes to assist Members in
implementing OIE standards. Capacity building includes communication for Veterinary Services in
order to convince consumers on the efficiency of OIE standards to protect health and animal
welfare.
_______________

