
 
Agenda Item 3 (b) CX/FICS 05/14/4 
 October 2005 

JOINT FAO/WHO FOOD STANDARDS PROGRAMME 

CODEX COMMITTEE ON FOOD IMPORT AND EXPORT INSPECTION 
AND CERTIFICATION SYSTEMS 

Fourteenth Session 

Melbourne, Australia, 28 November – 2 December 2005 

PROPOSED DRAFT PRINCIPLES AND GUIDELINES FOR RISK-BASED INSPECTION OF 
IMPORTED FOODS 

(N05-2004) 

At Step 3 

(Prepared by the United States with the assistance of Argentina, Australia, Canada, Chile China, 
Costa Rica, European Community, France, Haiti, India, Iran, Ireland, Japan, Malaysia, New Zealand, 

Republic of Korea, Singapore, Switzerland, Thailand) 

 

Governments and international organizations wishing to submit comments on the following subject matter 
are invited to do so no later than 1 November 2005 to: Codex Australia, Australian Government 
Department of Agriculture Fisheries and Forestry GPO Box 858, Canberra ACT, 2601 (fax: 61.2.6272.3103; 
E-mail: codex.contact@affa.gov.au), with a copy to the Secretary, Codex Alimentarius Commission, Joint 
FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme, Via delle Terme di Caracalla, 00100 Rome, Italy (Fax No + 
39.06.5705.4593; E-mail: codex@fao.org). 

 

BACKGROUND 

1. The 12th Session of the Codex Committee on Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification 
Systems (CCFICS) agreed to undertake new work to develop guidelines for carrying out risk-based 
inspections of imported food products for the purpose of assuring conformance with the importing country’s 
public health/food safety requirements1. The Committee accepted the offer of the United States to lead a 
Working Group2 to prepare an initial draft document. The project document submitted to the Codex 
Alimentarius Commission indicated that the proposed new work would address the following main aspects. 

a) The need for transparency and harmonization with international science-based standards. 

b) The need to ensure consistency between import and domestic requirements. 

c) The importance of science-based decision-making to: 1) identify risk and appropriate checks; 
and 2) establish sampling frequencies based on the risk inherent in the product. 

d) Consideration of the exporting country’s inspection controls in determining the level of 
inspection needed at import. 

                                                   
1 ALINORM 04/24/30, para. 88. 
2 Argentina, Australia, Austria, Canada, China, France, Indonesia, Iran, Ireland, Italy, Japan, New Zealand, Norway, 
Republic of Korea, South Africa, Switzerland. 



CX/FICS 05/14/4 
 

2

e) The need for expeditious processing of commodities at import. 

f) The importance of coordination among border control agencies to share information and reduce 
delays. 

2. The Codex Alimentarius Commission, at its 27th Session, approved the development of Proposed 
Draft Guidelines for Risk-Based Inspection of Imported Food.3 

3. CCFICS, at its 13th Session, considered at length a draft document developed by the Working Group.4  
The Committee made numerous technical changes to the text and returned it to Step 3 for further 
development on the basis of discussion at the 13th Session, written comments submitted at Step 3, and 
revision by a Working Group led by the United States and comprised of Argentina, Australia, Canada, Chile, 
China, Costa Rica, European Community, France, Haiti, India, Iran, Ireland, Japan, Malaysia, New Zealand, 
Republic of Korea, Singapore, Switzerland and Thailand.  

4. The Working Group met in Brussels, Belgium, September 8-9, 2005, to revise the document. A list of 
participants can be found at Attachment 2. The Working Group agreed that the document should be 
developed as an Annex to the Codex Guidelines for Food Import Control Systems (CAC/GL 47-2003) rather 
than as a stand-alone text and modified the structure of the document accordingly. The Working Group also 
agreed that the subject of the document should be food safety and recommended a change to the title to 
reflect this fact. Additionally, the Working Group recognized that the intensity of inspection of imported 
foods could be influenced by other factors relevant for health protection and fair practices in the food trade 
and incorporated this aspect into the introduction section of the document. The Working Group generally did 
not agree with provisions in the text relating to the categorization of food based on the risk presented 
although the Working Group recognized that there could be levels of inspection intensity based on various 
factors (e.g., processing controls in place in the exporting country, compliance history of the food), and 
modified the text accordingly. The Working Group also revised the document to reduce redundancy both 
with respect to the document and with respect to other Codex texts, and made other technical changes. 

5. The revised Proposed Draft Principles and Guidelines for Risk-Based Inspection of Imported Foods, 
developed as Annex to CAC/GL 47-2003, is presented in Attachment 1. 

RECCOMMENDATION 

6. The Committee is invited to consider the attached Proposed Draft Principles and Guidelines for Risk-
Based Inspection of Imported Foods as an Annex to the Codex Guidelines for Food Import Control Systems 
(CAC/GL 47-2003) with a view towards its further progression in the Codex Step Procedure. 

                                                   
3 ALINORM 04/27/4, para 88 and Appendix VI. 
4 ALINORM 05/28/30, para  38-80. 
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Attachment 1 

PROPOSED DRAFT PRINCIPLES AND GUIDELINES FOR RISK-BASED [FOOD SAFETY] 
INSPECTION  

OF IMPORTED FOODS 

(N06-2004) 

(at Step 3 of the Elaboration Procedure) 

INTRODUCTION 

1. This annex elaborates on paragraphs 22-26 of the main text (CAC/GL 47-2003). While the subject of 
these principles and guidelines is food safety, it is recognised that the intensity of inspection of imported 
food could be influenced by other factors relevant for health protection and fair practices in the food trade. 

2. The implementation of a risk-based imported food inspection programme enables resources to be 
better aligned with risk.  Such a programme, therefore, provides a more effective means for addressing the 
food safety risks that are associated with imported food5, ensuring compliance of imported foods with 
importing countries’ food safety requirements. 

3. As part of a programme to assure that imported foods meet food safety requirements, an importing 
country may develop a programme for carrying out border/point of control inspections to inspect products 
when they enter the country. 

4. To increase the effectiveness of an imported food programme, the implementation of a risk-based6 
design ensures that greater attention is given to products that present a higher level of risk to human health7.  

5. This document should be read in conjunction with all relevant Codex guidelines.8 

OBJECTIVE 

6. This annex is intended to provide competent authorities with information to assist them with the 
design and implementation of inspection programmes for imported food, based on the food safety risks 
presented by the product. 

PRINCIPLES 

7. The following principles apply to the development and implementation of an imported food risk-based 
inspection programme. 

• The level of risk presented by the imported food should be based on the assessed food safety 
risk to human health the food presents or is likely to present based on available scientific 
information in relation to the consumption of the food. 

• Requirements for an imported food risk-based inspection programme should be developed using 
a risk analysis approach, to the extent possible. 

                                                   
5 Imported food in this annex also includes food ingredients. 
6  A discussion paper on a proposed definition of Risk-based will be considered by the Codex Committee on General 
Principles in 2006 
7 Codex defines “risk” as “a function of the probability of an adverse health effect and the severity of that effect, 
consequential to a hazard(s) in food (Codex Procedural Manual, 14th Edition, p. 45). 
8 Guidelines for Food Import Control Systems (CAC/GL 47-2003);  Principles for Food Import and Export Inspection 
and Certification (CAC/GL 20-1995); Guidelines for the Design, Assessment and Accreditation of Food Import and 
Export Inspection and Certification Systems (CAC/GL 26-1997); Guidelines for the Development of Equivalence 
Agreements Regarding Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification Systems (CAC/GL 34-1999); Guidelines 
for Generic Official Certificate Formats and the Production and Issuance of Certificates (CAC/GL 38-2001);  
Guidelines for the Exchange of Information Between Countries on Rejection of Imported Food (CAC/GL 25-1997); 
and, Principles and Guidelines for the Exchange of Information in Food Safety Emergency Situations (CAC/GL 19-
1995, Rev.1-2004). 
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• The intensity9 of inspection of a specific imported food should be proportionate to the level of 
risk attributed to it and take into account, where available and when appropriate, the compliance 
history of: the exporting country; the producer and manufacturer; those involved with the 
exporting or importing of the product; and, the quality of the food control system in the 
exporting country. 

• Sampling plans10 and methods of analysis should, as far as possible, be based on Codex 
standards, guidelines, and recommendations where they exist. In the absence of Codex sampling 
plans, reference should be made to internationally accepted or scientifically based sampling 
plans when practically feasible. 

• The inspection system and related requirements should not be applied arbitrarily or in a 
discriminatory manner. Inspection of imported food should not result in unjustified barriers to 
trade or any unnecessary delays. 

• Requirements used to determine the compliance of food products in a border/point of control 
inspection programme should be no more stringent than the requirements imposed on the same 
or similar products in the domestic market. 

• Information regarding a country’s risk-based imported food inspection programme should be 
transparent, easily accessible, and up to date. 

DESIGNING A RISK-BASED [IMPORTED FOOD INSPECTION] PROGRAMME 

8. Requirements for the inspection of imported food should be developed and implemented using a risk 
analysis approach to the extent possible.  

9. The competent authority should use an evidence-based approach to assess the level of risk associated 
with the imported food products. This should take into account, inter alia: 

• The scientific determination of the food safety risk to the extent possible11.   

• The adequacy of processing controls in place in the exporting country as evidenced by the 
country’s laws, regulations, and other policies; its infrastructure; and its ability to effectively 
enforce food safety requirements, including the findings of on-site visits12. 

• The compliance history of the food product type generally, irrespective of the source of the 
food; 

• The compliance history of the food with respect to the source of the food including, where 
available, the compliance history of: 

- the exporting country or region/area within an exporting country; 

- the producer and manufacturer; 

- the exporter; 

- the shipper;  

- the importer; and 

- third party inspection bodies 

10. The level of risk assigned to a food should be reviewed periodically or when new information that 
may affect the food safety risk associated with the food becomes known.  

                                                   
9 Intensity includes the frequency of inspection and the nature of the inspection (e.g., documentation check, visual 

examination, sampling and testing). 
10 Principles for the Establishment or Selection of Codex Sampling Procedures, Codex Alimentarius Procedural 

Manual, 14th Edition, Page 82. 
11 Risk assessments, foodborne illness outbreak and epidemiological findings/history, contaminant and/or residue 

information can be key components of this information. 
12 Laboratory sampling programmes and results may provide this type of information.  Audits are another way of 

gaining information. 
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11. The competent food safety authority may establish levels of inspection intensity based on the above 
factors in order to determine the type and frequency of inspections at the border/point of control of a given 
food from a given country, producer/manufacturer, exporter, shipper, and importer.  The intensity of 
inspection may then be adjusted according to the demonstrated compliance to food safety requirements. The 
levels of inspection intensity should be fully documented.   

12. The importing country may adapt/alter the intensity of inspection of the imported food based on 
information from competent authorities in the exporting country regarding the exported products. This 
information may include: 

- certificates; 

- equivalence determinations; 

- memoranda of understanding; 

- mutual recognition agreements; or 

- an assessment by the importing country’s competent authority of controls its importers 
exercise over their suppliers. 

13. Exporting countries can provide information on the control systems in place in their country and, as 
appropriate, may provide assurance to the importing country that a particular food product complies with the 
food safety requirements of the importing country. 

14. Audits by the importing country may, where appropriate, verify an exporting country’s inspection 
controls, and the information gained from these audits could be used as part of the review of the level of risk 
assigned to the food products from that country. 

15. When an importing country does not have prior knowledge of an exporting country’s processing 
controls or of the product itself, that is, a compliance history is lacking or such information cannot be readily 
obtained, an importing country may, until there is such knowledge, initially establish a higher inspection 
intensity than that which it might assign to the product when such information is available.  

16. Sustained conformance with the importing country’s requirements, as demonstrated, for example, by 
audit results and results of border/point of control checks, provides an opportunity for importing countries to 
reduce the inspection intensity at the border/point of control. 

17. Foodborne illness outbreaks; epidemiological findings; results of audits conducted in the exporting 
country; the detection of non-compliances at the point of import and detection of pathogens, contaminants 
and potentially harmful residues in imported food; and the results of border/point of control checks, may lead 
an importing country to increase the intensity of inspection, or in extreme cases, to suspend the trade in that 
product  until it is confirmed that  corrective measures13 have been introduced and are being implemented 
effectively.  An importing country may work with an exporting country to prevent the occurrence of further 
outbreaks.   

DEVELOPING REQUIREMENTS AND PROCEDURES 

18. Competent authorities should take into account Codex standards, recommendations, and guidelines, 
when appropriate, in developing requirements for border/point of control checks of imported food and make 
use, when available, of: 

• Relevant information from risk assessments conducted according to internationally recognized 
protocols for the biological, chemical, and physical hazards associated with the type of product. 

•  Internationally accepted or scientifically based sampling plans, to the extent possible. 

• Appropriate inspection procedures, appropriate sampling techniques, and competent laboratories 
using validated analytical methods. 

                                                   
13  In such cases, the importing country will do its utmost to ensure that corrective measures put in place 

by the exporting country are evaluated in a reasonable interval. 
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19. A range of procedures can be used to ensure that imported foods meet the importing country’s food 
safety requirements. For example:  

• Checking the documentation and/or the general condition of the shipment; 

• Checking documentation plus periodic product sampling (e.g., 1 in 20 or 1 in 40 shipments) to 
confirm the accuracy of the documentation; 

• Sensory examination only; 

• Random or targeted sampling and testing of, or within, shipments according to a sampling plan; 
or 

• Lot-by-lot inspection, sampling, and testing, which, in general, should be reserved for those 
products that present, or have the potential to present, the highest food safety risk. 

IMPLEMENTING THE RISK-BASED IMPORT INSPECTION PROGRAMME 

20. Countries should implement risk-based border/point of control inspection that has been designed using 
the above guidelines.  

21. Competent authorities with responsibility for risk-based imported food inspection programs should 
ensure that relevant policies and procedures are implemented in a transparent, coordinated, and consistent 
manner. Personnel should be appropriately trained to enable such coordination, and information should be 
shared among competent authorities. 

22. [A failure of food shipments to meet importing country food safety requirements might, besides other 
actions, trigger a change in the level of food safety risk for the product concerned.  The response could 
include product being held pending final judgment combined with enhanced sampling and testing from the 
establishment involved or, in certain instances, from other exporting establishments from the same country 
producing similar products. The suspension of the importation of a product by an importing country should 
be reserved only for those situations involving a serious food safety hazard. Procedures should provide for 
appeal.] 

23. When the results of border/point of control checks indicate failure of a shipment to meet the 
requirements of the importing country, competent authorities of the importing countries should consider 
action as described in the Codex Guidelines for the Exchange of Information Between Countries on Rejection 
of Imported Food (CAC/GL 25-1997) or to the Codex Principles and Guidelines for the Exchange of 
Information in Food Safety Emergency Situations (CAC/GL 19-1995, Rev 1-2004). 

24. Competent authorities should ensure adequate laboratory competency, capability and capacity is 
available to conduct the testing of imported food. 
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Attachment 2  

 

Working Group Participants 

Brussels – Belgium 

8-9 September 2005 

 

ARGENTINA 

Ing Gabriele A Catalani 
Coordinadora Techica Del Codex Argentina 
Direccion De Relaciones Agroalimentarias  
InternacionalesSecretaria De Agricultura 
Ganaderia, Pesca Y Alimentos 
Paseo Colon 992. PB.  
Oficina 29 (1063) 
Buenos Aires, ARGENTINA 
Email: gcatal@mecpm.gov.ar or codex@mecon.gov.ar 

Dr Norma Pensel 
Vice Chair Working Group on Traceability/Product 
Tracing 
Director Food Technology Institute 
Institute of National Agricultural Technology 
CC 77 
1708 Moron Pcia.  
Buenos Aires, ARGENTINA 
Email: npensel@cnia.inta.gov.ar 

AUSTRALIA 

Dr Ann McDonald 
Manager 
Market Maintenance 
Australian Quarantine & Inspection Service 
Australian Government Department of Agriculture, 
Fisheries & Forestry 
GPO Box 858 
Canberra ACT, AUSTRALIA 
Email: ann.mcdonald@aqis.gov.au 

Mr Greg Read 
Executive Manager 
Australian Quarantine & Inspection Service 
Australian Government Department of Agriculture, 
Fisheries & Forestry 
GPO Box 858 
Canberra ACT, AUSTRALIA 
Email: gregory.read@aqis.gov.au 

Ms Ann Backhouse 
Manager 
Codex Australia 
Product Integrity, Animal and Plant Health 
Australian Government Department of Agriculture,  
Fisheries & Forestry 
GPO Box 858 
Canberra ACT, AUSTRALIA 
Email: ann.backhouse@daff.gov.au 

Ms Claire Pontin 
General Manager 
Food Safety & Services 
Food Standards Australia  
New Zealand 
PO Box 7186 
Canberra ACT  2610, AUSTRALIA 
Email: claire.pontin@foodstandards.gov.au 

BELGIUM 

Dr Markus Brunner 
Expert Juport 
Federal Agency for the Safety of the Food Chain 
WTC III Boulevard Simon Bolivar 30 
B – 1000 Brussels, BELGIUM 
Email: markus.brunner@favv.be 

Prof Marc Cornelis 
Counsellor General 
Federal Agency for the Safety of the Food Chain 
WTCIII Boulevard Simon  
Bolivor 30 
B – 1000 Brussels, BELGIUM 
Email: marc.cornelis@favv.be 

BRAZIL 

Dr Marcelo Bonnet 
Director 
Plant Inspection Service 
Ministry of Agriculture,  
Livestock & Food Supply 
Esplanada dos Ministerios  
Bloco D-Edificio 
Anexo B Sala 337 CEP  
70043-900 
Brasilia/DF, BRAZIL 
Email: mbonnet@agricultura.gov.br 

Mr Lucio Akio Kikuchi 
Codex Alimentarius Coordinator-MAPA 
Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock & Food Supply 
Esplanada dos Ministerios  
Bloco D-Edificio 
Anexo B Sala 337 CEP 
70043-900 
Brasilia/DF, BRAZIL 
Email: lucioakio@agricultura.gov.br 
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Ms Ana Virginia de Almeida Figoeiredo 
Brazilian National Health Surveillance Agency 
SEPN 511, Blocoa Ed Omega  
Asa Norte 
Brasilia/DF, BRAZIL 
Email: ana.virginia@anvisa.gov.br 

Ms Ligia Lindner Schriener 
Veterinary Officer 
Brazilian National Health Surveillance Agency 
SEPN 511, Blocoa Ed Omega  
Asa Norte 
Brasilia/DF, BRAZIL 
Email: ligia.schreiner@anvisa.gov.br 

Mr Jogi Humberto Oshiai 
Economic and Commercial Advisor 
Mission of Brazil to the European Union 
Au. F. Roosevelt 30 
1050 Brussels, BELGIUM 
Email: joshiai@braseuropa.be 

CANADA 

Dr Tom Feltmate 
Manager 
Food Safety Risk Analysis 
Canadian Food Inspection Agency 
ADRI-CPQP 3851  
Fallowfeild Road 
PO Box 11300 
Ottawa Ontario, K2H 8P9, CANADA 
Email: tfeltmate@inspection.gc.ca 

CHINA 

Dr Huang Bin 
Official 
Department of Registration 
China National Administration for Certification and 
Accreditation 
9 Madiandonglu 
Haidian District 
Beijing 100088, CHINA 
Email: huangb@cnca.gov.cn  

Mr Sun Guo sheng  
Official 
Tianjin CIQ 
33 Youyilu 
Hexi District 
Tianjin 300201, CHINA  
Email: sungs@eyou.com 

COLOMBIA 

Ms Clara Gaviria 
Ministry of Commerce 
Av Franklin Roosevelt 
1050 Brussels, BELGIUM 
Email: cgaviria.mincomercio@coditel.net 

Ms Juliana Contreras 
Ministry of Commerce 
Av Franklin Roosevelt 
1050 Brussels, BELGIUM 
Email: jcontreras.mincomercio@coditel.net 

COSTA RICA 

Ms Eliana Villalobos 
Minister Counsellor 
Embassy of Costa Rica to Brussels 
489 Ave. Louise 
1050 Brussels, BELGIUM 
Email: evillalobos@rree.go.cr 

Mr Manuel Morales 
Counsellor 
Embassy of Costa Rica to Brussels 
489 Ave. Louise 
1050 Brussels, BELGIUM 
Email: mmorales@rree.go.cr 

EUROPEAN COMMUNITY 

Mr Michael Scannell 
Head of Unit 
European Commission  
Office F 101 9/22 
B- 1049 Brussels, BELGIUM 
Email: Michael.scannell@cec.eu.in 

Dr Jérôme Lepeintre 
Administrator 
European Commission  
Office F 101 9/22 
B- 1049 Brussels, BELGIUM 
Email: jerome.lepeintre@cec.eu.int 

Dr Alain Dehove 
Administrator 
European Commission 
Office F101 4/92 
B-1049 Brussels, BELGIUM 
Email: Alain.dehove@cec.eu.int 

Ms Bernadette Klink-Khachan 
Assistant 
European Commission 
Office F101 4/71 
B – 1049 Brussels, BELGIUM 
Email: codex@cec.eu.int 

FRANCE 

Mrs Roseline Lecourt 
Chargee de Mission 
Ministere de l’Economie, des Finances et de 
I’Industrie,  
DGCCRF 
59 Boulevard Vincent Auriol 
75703 Paris Cedex 13, FRANCE 
Email: roseline.lecourt@dgccrf.finances.gouv.fr 
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Mr Pascal Audebert 
Charge de mission, Point de Contact du Codex 
Alimentarius en France 
Premier Ministre, Comite interministeriel pour les 
questions de cooperation economique europeenne 
2 Boulevard Diderot 
75572 Paris Cedex 12, FRANCE 
Email: sgci-codex-fr@sgci.gouv.fr 

GERMANY 

Dr Patric Huselstein 
Federal Ministry of Consumer Protection Nutrition and 
Agriculture 
Rochusstrasse 1 
D-53123 Bonn, GERMANY 
Email: 315@bmvel.bund.de  

Mr Michael Jud 
Scientific Officer 
Federal Office of Consumer Protection and Food 
Safety 
Referat 104 Rochusstr. 65 
D- 53123 Bonn, GERMANY 
Email: Michael.Jud@bvl.bund.de 

Ms Marie-Luise Trebes 
Federal Ministry of Consumer Protection, Nutrition 
and Agriculture 
Rochusstrasse 1 
D- 53123 Bonn, GERMANY 
Email: 315@bmvel.bund.de 

HUNGARY 

Dr Agnes Kerti 
Chief Councellor 
Animal Health and Food Control 
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development 
1055 Budapest Kossuth, Ter 11 
Budapest, HUNGARY 
Email: kertia@oai.hu 

Ms Agnes Horvath 
Permanent Representative of Hungary to the EU 
92-98 rue de Treves 
1040 Brussels, BELGIUM 
Email: Agnes.horvath@hunrep.be 

IRELAND 

Mr Jeff Moon 
Chief Specialist 
Environmental Health 
Food Safety Authority of Ireland 
Abbey Court 
Lower Abbey Street 
Dublin 1, IRELAND 
Email: jmoon@fsai.ie 

ITALY 

Dr Ciro Impagnatiello 
Ministero delle Politiche Agricole 
Via XX Settembre 2000187 
00187 Roma, ITALY 
Email: c.impagnatiello@politicheagricole.it 

Dr Brunella Lo Turco 
Ministero delle Politiche Agricole 
Via XX Settembre 20 
00187 Roma, ITALY 
Email: qtc6@politicheagricole.it 

JAPAN 

Mr Hironobu Naka 
Deputy Director 
Food Safety and Consumer 
Policy Division 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
1-2-1 Kasumigaseki 
Chiyodo-ku 
Tokyo 100-8950, JAPAN 
Email: hironobu_naka@nm.maff.go.jp 

Dr Hajime Toyofuko 
Senior Researcher 
National Institute of Health Sciences 
Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare 
1-18-1 Kamiyoga 
Setagaya-Ku 
Tokyo 158-8501, JAPAN 
Email: toyofuku@nihs.go.jp 

NEW ZEALAND 

Mrs Cherie Flynn 
Programme Manager 
Policy 
New Zealand Food Safety Authority 
68-86 Jervois Quay 
PO Box 2835 
Wellington, NEW ZEALAND  
Email:cherie.flynn@nzfsa.govt.nz 

Mr Glen Neal 
Assistant Director 
Food Service, Sale and Import 
New Zealand Food Safety Authority 
68-86 Jervois Quay 
PO Box 2835 
Wellington, NEW ZEALAND 
Email: glen.neal@nzfsa.govt.nz 

Dr Christopher Kebbell 
Counsellor 
Veterinary Services 
New Zealand Embassy 
Square de Meeus 1 
B – 1000 
BRUSSELS  
BELGIUM 
Email: chris.kebbell@mfat.govt.nz 
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NORWAY 

Tom Lie Strome 
Senior Adviser 
Norwegian Food Safety Authority 
NORWAY 

PHILIPPINES 

Mr Gilberto Layese 
Director 
Bureau of Agriculture and Fisheries Product Standards  
(BAFPS) 
Department of Agriculture 
BPI Compound 
Visayas Avenue 
DILIMAN 
Quezon City 1101, PHILIPPINES  
Email: bafps@yahoo.com 

POLAND 

Ms Renata Malgorzata Grabowska 
Inspector 
General Veterinary Inspectorate 
00-930 Warsaw 
30 Wspolna Street 
Warsaw, POLAND  
Email: renata.grabowska@wetgiw.gov.pl 

SOUTH AFRICA 

Dr Boitshoko Ntshabele 
Manager 
Food Safety and Quality Assurance 
Department of Agriculture 
Private Bag 250 
0001 RSA 
Pretoria, SOUTH AFRICA 
Email: BoitshokoN@nda.agric.za 

SWITZERLAND 

Dr Juerg Ruefenacht 
Head 
Border Inpsections 
Swiss Federal Veterinary Office 
Bundesamt fur Veterinarwesen 
Schwarzenburgstrasse 155 
CH - 3003 Bern, SWITZERLAND 
Email: juerg.ruefenacht@bvet.admin.ch 

THAILAND 

Ms Usa Bamrungbhuet 
Standards Officer 
Office of Commodity and System Standards 
Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives 
Rajdamnern Nok Avenue 
Bangkok 10200, THAILAND 
Email: usa@acfs.go.th 

Ms Metanee Sukontarug 
Director 
Office of Commodity and System Standards 
Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives 
Rajdamnern Nok Avenue 
Bangkok 10200, THAILAND 
Email: codex@acfs.go.th 

THE NETHERLANDS 

Mr Koos Warmerhoven 
Policy Officer 
Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sport 
PO Box 20350 2500 EJ 
The Hague, THE NETHERLANDS 
Email: j.warmerhoven@minvws.nl 

UNITED KINGDOM 

Mrs Sarah Appleby 
Head 
Imported Food Division 
Food Standards Agency 
Room 131 Aviation House 
125 Kingsway 
London WC2B 6 NNH, UK 
Email: sarah.appleby@foodstandards.gsi.gov.uk 

UNITED STATES 

Ms Karen Stuck 
Assistant Administrator 
US Food and Drug Administration 
Room 3143 South Building 
1400 Independence Ave SW  
Washington DC 20250, USA 
Email: Karen_Stuck@fsis.usda.gov 

Dr Catherine Carnevale 
Director 
International Affairs Staff 
US Food and Drug Administration 
Room 1B061 Wiley Building 
5100 Paint Branch Parkway, 
College Park MD 20816 
Maryland 20740, USA 
Email: Catherine.carnevale@cfsan.fda.gov 

Dr Mary Stanley 
Director 
Import Operations Staff 
USDA Food Safety and Inspection Service 
Room 3843 South Building 
1400 Independence Avenue SW 
Washington DC 20250, USA 
Email: Mary.stanley@fsis.usda.gov 
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Dr Mike Wehr 
Codex Program Coordinator 
US Food and Drug Administration 
Room 1B003 Wiley Building 
5100 Paint Branch Parkway, 
College Park MD 20816 
Maryland 20740, USA 
Email: Michael.wehr@cfsan.fda.go 

Ms Edith Kennard 
Staff Officer 
US Codex Office 
US Food and Drug Administration 
1400 Independence Avenue 
Room 4861 South Building 
Washington, USA 
Email: edith.kennard@fsis.usda.gov 

Ms Daniella Taveau 
Codex Officer 
Codex Office 
US Food and Drug Administration 
Room 1B003 Wiley Building 
5100 Paint Branch Parkway, 
College Park MD 20816 
Washington, USA 
Email: daniella.taveau@cfsan.fda.gov 

VENEZUELA 

Ms Julio Ramirez 
Ingeniero de Alimentos 
Ministerio de Alimentacion 
Av. Fuerzas Armada 
Orinoco, piso 11, codigo postal 1010 
VENEZUELA 
Email: dgca@minal.gob.ve or dgcminal3@yahoo.com 

CODEX SECRETARIAT 

Ms Annamaria Bruno 
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