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CUESTIONES REMITIDAS O DE INTERÉS PARA EL COMITÉ PLANTEADAS EN LA
COMISIÓN DEL CODEX ALIMENTARIUS Y EN SUS ÓRGANOS AUXILIARES
CUESTIONES PARA INFORMACIÓN
ORIENTACIÓN SOBRE LOS DOCUMENTOS INFORMATIVOS
1. El 37. período de sesiones de la Comisión del Codex Alimentarius (julio de 2014) acordó remitir orientación relacionada con los
documentos informativos a todos los Comités como recomendado por el CCGP28.1 La orientación relacionada con los documentos
informativos se encuentra adjunta a este documento como Apéndice I.
2. Se invita al Comité a tomar nota de esta orientación.
CUESTIONES PARA ACCIÓN
COMISIÓN DEL CODEX ALIMENTARIUS
PLAN ESTRATÉGICO 2014-2019
3. El 36. período de sesiones de la Comisión del Codex Alimentarius (julio de 2013) adoptó el Plan estratégico 2014-2019.2
4. El 37. período de sesiones de la Comisión (julio de 2014) apoyó las conclusiones y recomendaciones del 69. período de
sesiones del Comité Ejecutivo3 con el fin de establecer un marco de seguimiento de la aplicación del Plan estratégico que incluyera
mecanismos de recopilación sistemática de datos (por ejemplo, mediante plantillas) para facilitar la evaluación de la información
aportada por los diversos comités en los ámbitos en que fueran los principales proveedores de datos de seguimiento.4
5. A fin de mantener un seguimiento en la realización del Plan estratégico, se invita al Comité proporcionar respuestas a las
actividades de interés como indicado en la plantilla provisional adjunta en el Apéndice II de este documento.

1
2
3
4

REP14/CAC, párr. 105.
REP13/CAC, párr. 177 y Apéndice IX.
REP14/CAC, párr. 119.
REP14/EXEC, párr. 42.

CX/PFV 14/27/2-Add.1

2
Apéndice I
Orientación sobre los documentos informativos

i.

Aunque se reconoce que ocasionalmente es necesario que los comités del Codex pongan a disposición documentos
informativos, los documentos de este tipo no deberían ser elaborados de forma deliberada y deberían ser subproductos de
los trabajos en curso del Comité.

ii.

Se considera que un documento es informativo si:
-

Ha sido elaborado y acordado por un comité del Codex.

-

El Comité ha determinado que contiene información útil para los gobiernos nacionales y/o los miembros y
observadores del Codex y los comités del Codex.

-

El Comité no considera oportuno aprobarlo como una norma, directriz o código de prácticas del Codex, ni como
recomendación para incluirlo en el Manual de procedimiento.

iii. Los documentos informativos se pondrán a disposición en el sitio web del Codex del comité en cuestión, separados de
forma clara de los documentos oficiales del Codex y de los textos aprobados.
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Apéndice II
INGLÉS SOLAMENTE
2014-2019 Strategic Plan Activities for which “all committees” are responsible

Strategic Goal

Objective

Activity

Expected Outcome

1: Establish
international food
standards that address
current and emerging
food issues.

1.1: Establish new
and review existing
Codex standards,
based on priorities of
the CAC.

1.1.1: Consistently
apply decision-making
and priority-setting
criteria across
Committees to ensure
that the standards and
work areas of highest
priority are progressed
in a timely manner.

New or updated
standards are
developed in a timely
manner.

Measurable
Indicators/Outputs
- Priority setting
criteria are reviewed,
revised as required
and applied.
- # of standards
revised and # of new
standards developed
based on these
criteria.

Question to the Committee:
Is this activity relevant to the work of the Committee? YES/NO.
Does the Committee use any specific criteria for standards development? Does the Committee intend to develop such
criteria
1.2: Proactively
identify emerging
issues and Member
needs and, where
appropriate, develop
relevant food
standards.

1.2.1: Develop a
systematic approach
to promote
identification of
emerging issues
related to food safety,
nutrition, and fair
practices in the food
trade.

Timely Codex
response to emerging
issues and to the
needs of Members.

- Committees
implement systematic
approaches for
identification of
emerging issues.
- Regular reports on
systematic approach
and emerging issues
made to the CCEXEC
through the Codex
Secretariat.

Question to the Committee:
Is this activity relevant to the work of the Committee? YES/NO.
How does the Committee identify emerging issues and members needs? Is there a systematic approach? Is it necessary to
develop such an approach?
1.2.2: Develop and
revise international
and regional
standards as needed,
in response to needs
identified by Members
and in response to
factors that affect food
safety, nutrition and
fair practices in the
food trade.
Included in question to 1.2.

Improved ability of
Codex to develop
standards relevant to
the needs of its
Members.

- Input from
committees identifying
and prioritizing needs
of Members.
- Report to CCEXEC
from committees on
how standards
developed address
the needs of the
Members as part of
critical review
process.
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Objective

Activity

Expected Outcome

Measurable
Indicators/Outputs

2.1: Ensure
consistent use of risk
analysis principles
and scientific advice.

2.1.1: Use the
scientific advice of the
joint FAO/WHO expert
bodies to the fullest
extent possible in food
safety and nutrition
standards
development based
on the “Working
Principles of Risk
Analysis for
Application in the
Framework of the
Codex Alimentarius”.

Scientific advice
consistently taken into
account by all relevant
committees during the
standard setting
process.

-. # of times the need
for scientific advice is:
- identified,
- requested and,
- utilized in a timely
manner.

Question to the Committee:
Is this activity relevant to the work of the Committee? YES/NO.
Does the committee request scientific advice in course of its work, how often does it request such advice.
Does the committee always use the scientific advice, if not, why not?
2.1.2: Encourage
engagement of
scientific and
technical expertise of
Members and their
representatives in the
development of
Codex standards.

Increase in scientific
and technical experts
at the national level
contributing to the
development of Codex
standards.

- # of scientists and
technical experts as
part of Member
delegations.
- # of scientists and
technical experts
providing appropriate
input to country
positions.

Question to the Committee:
Is this activity relevant to the work of the Committee? YES/NO.
How do members make sure that the necessary scientific input is given into country positions and that the composition of the
national delegation allows to adequately present and discuss this position? What guidance could be given by the Committee
or FAO and WHO?
2.1.3: Ensure that all
relevant factors are
fully considered in
exploring risk
management options
in the context of
Codex standard
development.

Enhanced
identification, and
documentation of all
relevant factors
considered by
committees during the
development of Codex
standards.

- # of committee
documents identifying
all relevant factors
guiding risk
management
recommendations.
- # of committee
documents clearly
reflecting how those
relevant factors were
considered in the
context of standards
development.

Question to the Committee:
Is this activity relevant to the work of the Committee? YES/NO.
How does the Committee ensure that all relevant factors have been taken into account when developing a standard and how
are these documented?
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Objective

Activity

Expected Outcome

2.1.4: Communicate
the risk management
recommendations to
all interested parties.

Risk management
recommendations are
effectively
communicated and
disseminated to all
interested parties.

Measurable
Indicators/Outputs
- # of web publication/
communications
relaying Codex
standards.
- # of media releases
disseminating Codex
standards.

Question to the Committee:
Is this activity relevant to the work of the Committee? YES/NO.
When taking a risk management decision, does the committee give guidance to members how to communicate this
decision? Would more consideration of this be helpful to members?
3: Facilitate the
effective participation of
all Codex Members.

3.1: Increase the
effective participation
of developing
countries in Codex.

3.1.5: To the extent
possible, promote the
use of the official
languages of the
Commission in
committees and
working groups.

Active participation of
Members in
committees and
working groups.

- Report on number of
committees and
working groups using
the languages of the
Commission

Question to the Committee:
Is this activity relevant to the work of the Committee? YES/NO.
Is the use of official languages in working groups of the committee sufficient? What are the factors determining the choice of
languages? How could the situation be improved?
3.2: Promote
capacity
development
programs that assist
countries in creating
sustainable national
Codex structures.

3.2.3: Where
practical, the use of
Codex meetings as a
forum to effectively
conduct educational
and technical capacity
building activities.

Enhancement of the
opportunities to
conduct concurrent
activities to maximize
use of the resources
of Codex and
Members.

-. # of activities hosted
on the margins of
Codex meetings.

Question to the Committee:
Is this activity relevant to the work of the Committee? YES/NO.
Does the Committee organize technical capacity activities or other activities in the margins of Committee sessions? If yes –
how many and with which topics have been organized in the past. If no – could this be useful and what topics could be
addressed?
4: Implement effective
and efficient work
management systems
and practices.

4.1: Strive for an
effective, efficient,
transparent, and
consensus based
standard setting
process.

4.1.4: Ensure timely
distribution of all
Codex working
documents in the
working languages of
the Committee/
Commission.

Codex documents
distributed in a more
timely manner
consistent with
timelines in the
Procedural Manual.

- Baseline Ratio (%)
established for
documents distributed
at least 2 months prior
to versus less than 2
months prior to a
scheduled meeting.
- Factors that
potentially delay the
circulation of
documents identified
and addressed.
- An increase in the
ratio (%) of
documents circulated
2 months or more
prior to meetings.
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Objective

Activity

Expected Outcome

Measurable
Indicators/Outputs

Question to the Committee:
Is this activity relevant to the work of the Committee? YES/NO.
Does the Committee have a mechanism in place to ensure timely distribution of documents? What could be done to further
improve the situation?
4.1.5: Increase the
scheduling of Work
Group meetings in
conjunction with
Committee meetings.

Improved efficiency in
use of resources by
Codex committees
and Members.

- # of physical working
group meetings in
conjunction with
committee meetings,
where appropriate.

Question to the Committee:
Is this activity relevant to the work of the Committee? YES/NO.
Does the Committee hold physical working groups independent of Committee sessions? If yes – why is this necessary?
4.2: Enhance
capacity to arrive at
consensus in
standards setting
process.

4.2.1: Improve the
understanding of
Codex Members and
delegates of the
importance of and
approach to
consensus building of
Codex work.

Members and
delegates awareness
of the importance of
consensus in the
Codex standard
setting process
improved.

- Training material on
guidance to achieve
consensus developed
and made available in
the languages of the
Commission to
delegates.
- Regular
dissemination of
existing material to
Members through
Codex Contact Points.
- Delegate training
programs held in
association with
Codex meetings.
- Impediments to
consensus being
achieved in Codex
identified and
analyzed and
additional guidance
developed to address
such impediments, if
necessary.

Question to the Committee:
Is this activity relevant to the work of the Committee? YES/NO.
Are there problems with finding consensus in the Committee? If yes – what are the impediments to consensus? What has
been attempted and what more could be done?

