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JOINT FAO/WHO FOOD STANDARDS PROGRAMME
CODEX ALIMENTARIUS COMMISSION
41st Session
FAO Headquarters, Rome, Italy, 2 - 6 July 2018
SUMMARY REPORT OF 5th MEETING OF THE CODEX TRUST FUND ADVISORY GROUP

The fifth meeting of the FAO/WHO Codex Trust Fund (CTF) Advisory Group (AG)1 was held at the
Headquarters of FAO on 28 June 2018. The agenda for the fifth meeting is attached in Annex 1 and the list of
participants is attached in Annex 2. The meeting was chaired by the Chairperson of the Codex Alimentarius
Commission, Dr Guilherme Antonio Costa Jr.
In Session 1, the CTF Secretariat gave an overview of the role of AG members, terms of reference,
membership and frequency of meetings for the benefit of new members.
In Session 2, the CTF Secretariat gave an overview of the results of Round 2 “Call for Applications”. These
results can be found in the 3rd Progress Report of the Codex Trust Fund. The following three challenges from
Round 2 that had been identified by the CTF Steering Committee were highlighted for discussion:




Continuing issues around understanding how to prepare a strong application to increase the number
of robust applications from some regions;
Mix of activities being proposed in projects;
The future of application rounds in light of funding limitations

Advisory Group members highlighted the following in the discussions:






One regional coordinator called attention to challenges faced in trying to get countries to work on
applications well in advance and submit on time. The goal is that all countries should be able to access
CTF support through the application process. Some countries may need more assistance with this
process than others.
Challenges around highlighting the importance of Codex in countries and getting support for Codex
activities. This environment is important to the success of CTF supported projects.
The perception in some countries that the use of the Codex Diagnostic Tool is “auditing” them.
Continuing issues in some countries around dialogue and consultation between different ministries
and agencies around Codex issues, the application process and control of funding when a country is
supported. These issues would be even more pronounced in group projects. The importance and
benefits of consultation and collaboration need to be highlighted.

AG members agreed that Codex Contact Points and Regional Coordinators need to be very active in raising
Codex on the political agenda and getting support for Codex activities in countries. Regional coordinators will
continue to look at ways to assist countries in preparing and submitting robust applications, including trying to
improve information flows and sharing of good practices between countries. Countries which have been
successful in Rounds 1 and 2 can also be called on to provide “peer to peer” support and examples were given
of where this is already taking place. The CTF Secretariat outlined ways that FAO, WHO and the CTF
Secretariat could continue to support countries in the application process such as running “clinics” on preparing
good applications at the CAC and Regional Coordinating Committees, and using virtual means so all countries
can have access to information to help build their capacities to get CTF support.
Session 3 was introduced by the Codex Secretariat. The opportunity of the Advisory Group was being used
to have a first discussion on how the positive impacts of Codex standards might be communicated. This is
important in securing political and economic support for Codex in countries, but also for making the case for
support to the Codex Trust Fund.
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Some examples and ideas were shared including a recent video produced by the Codex Secretariat on the
margins of a workshop in Africa. A representative from Canada joined the meeting to share their experiences
with drafting up “Codex case studies” that aimed to highlight the quantitative and qualitative impacts of Codex
standards in countries. These drew on material from the 2017 WTO/FAO publication on Trade and Food
Standards.
Participants agreed on the importance of having three key ingredients in communication material on the impact
of Codex standards: evidence; credibility; human interest. It was noted that more work was needed to ensure
a balance between these three aspects in Codex communication materials.
The challenges identified in moving forward are: 1) clearly identifying the key target audience and what kind
of information they need for what purposes; 2) getting the information on Codex standards where there might
be data and information on a “story to tell”; 3) identifying from these where there is a qualitative element to
make the story “worth telling”.
For the Codex Trust Fund it was suggested that this approach to communicating on the results/impacts of
Codex work could be “hard wired” into CTF-supported projects that will be starting implementation. The
approach can also be used to develop communications on countries currently implementing.
All of these efforts to communicate on impacts should link to the indicators in the new Codex Strategic Plan
as well as to the Monitoring and Evaluation framework of the Codex Trust Fund.
The Codex Secretariat expressed the hope that both Advisory Group members as well as the wider Codex
community would be willing to continue to discuss this and work together to develop a set of case studies to
demonstrate the positive impacts of Codex standards.
Session 5 was a standing agenda item to update members on fundraising and obtain feedback. The CTF
Secretariat called attention to the projected expenditures for 2018 that appeared in the 3 rd Progress Report.
The ratio of staff and admin costs to the costs of supporting project in countries is high at the moment. WHO
called attention to the fact that staff costs in the Secretariat are fixed costs and cannot be cut in these first
years when only a few countries are being supported. However, the staff devoted to CTF has not been
increased as planned due to the low funding levels. This has meant that FAO and WHO staff have to devote
more time to CTF in addition to other activities.
While the Codex Trust Fund is currently projecting a positive balance at the end of 2018, the funding gaps of
over $200,000 for 2019 and over $2 million for 2020 were highlighted. It was emphasized that CTF needs
clear visibility on funding for several years to ensure that additional rounds can be launched and that countries
can continue to be supported.
In response to a query, it was also emphasized that CTF cannot continue to run on current levels of
contributions of between $1.5 million and $1.7 million. The founding project document estimated the resource
needs to fully implement the programme and support projects aimed at covering all eligible countries in all
Codex regions at $3.3 million.
Session 5 was a standing agenda item that allows CTF to get updates on recently conducted and planned
Codex capacity building activities. This is important to ensure that CTF continues to position its activities and
support in a way that builds on other initiatives, seeks synergies and avoids duplication or unnecessary
overlap. This will maximize efforts and reduce costs for all.
The regional coordinator for Latin America and the Caribbean called attention to the numerous activities that
were taking place in the region and expressed concern over the lack of coordination between these to ensure
the best results. The Codex vice-chair from Lebanon outlined activities that had taken place in the country to
establish a National Codex Committee, develop a Codex website and review national standards for
consistency with Codex standards. She also referred to the initiative underway with funding from Sweden and
support from UNIDO aimed at increasing the participation of Arab countries in Codex.
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ANNEX I
FAO/WHO Codex Trust Fund Advisory Group
Fifth meeting
Thursday, 28 June 2018, 14h00-17h00
German Room
FAO Headquarters, Rome, Italy
Chairperson:
Dr Guilherme Antonio Costa Jr, Chairperson, Codex Alimentarius Commission
Agenda
Welcoming remarks FAO/WHO
Session 1 – Information for new members




Modus operandi of the Advisory Group - Presentation by the CTF Secretariat
a. Role, terms of reference and membership of the Advisory Group;
b. Meeting frequency and reporting
c. Highlights of past meetings
Questions/discussion

Session 2 – Presentation of Round 2 results




Presentation by FAO/WHO on Round 2 applications - process, outcomes and challenges faced.
Regional coordinators should be prepared to provide input on challenges faced by countries
Discussion

Session 3 – Case studies on where Codex work has made a difference in countries (introduced by the
Codex Secretariat)






Background
Benefits of having a set of case studies demonstrating the value of Codex standards and how this
can contribute to advocacy
How it could be done and inputs needed
Discussion
Next steps in taking this work forward

Session 4 – Updates on fundraising and feedback from AG members




Results of scenario planning and decisions of the Steering Committee on 2018 budget
Status report on current funding situation
New input on other funding options and/or follow-up to previous discussions in the AG.

Session 5 - Updates on recently conducted and planned Codex capacity building (30 mins)




Regional coordinators are requested to prepare and present updates for Codex capacity building
activities in their regions
Updates from other AG members
Discussion

Other business

Conclusion



Summary of key points
Next meeting
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ANNEX II
Provisional List of participants
Brazil (Codex Chair)
Mr Guilherme Costa
Secretariat of Agribusiness International Relations (SRI)
Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Food Supply (MAPA)
Esplanada dos Ministerios Bl.D
Brasília
Brazil
Tel: +55 61 3218-3468
Email: guilherme.costa@agricultura.gov.br
Chile (Coordinator for LAC)
Mr Diego Varela Maino
Agencia Chilena para la Inocuidad y Calidad Alimentaria, ACHIPIA
Ministerio de Agricultura
Nueva York 17, piso 4
Santiago
Chile
Tel: +56 2 27979900
Email: michel.leporati@achipia.gob.cl
India (Coordinator for ASIA)
Mr Sunil Bakshi
Food Safety and Standards Authority of India
FDA Bhawan, Near Bal Bhawan
New Delhi
India
Tel: +91-11-23237439
Email: sbakshi@fssai.gov.in
Indonesia (Codex Vice-chair)
Prof Purwiyatno Hariyadi
National Codex Committee of Indonesia
Southeast Asian Food & Agricultural Science & Technology (SEAFAST) Center
Bogor Agricultural University
IPB Campus, DARMAGA
Bogor 16680
Indonesia
Tel: (+62) 811110351
Email: phariyadi@ipb.ac.id
Ireland (Donor representative)
Mr Damien Kelly
First Secretary (Agriculture)
Deputy Permanent Representative of Ireland to the UN (FAO, IFAD, WFP)
Irish Embassy
Via Giacomo Medici, 1
Rome
Italy
Tel: +39 06 585 2381
Email: damien.kelly@dfa.ie
Kazakhstan (Coordinator for EUROPE)
Dr Nailya Karsybekova
Head of the Department for Codex Issues
Ministry of Health
Committee for Public Health Protection
National Center for Expertise
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Dostyk Ave., 18
Astana
Kazakhstan
Tel.: +7 712 554925
Email: nailya.karsybekova@gmail.com
Kenya (Coordinator for AFRICA)
Dr Kimutai Maritim
Ministry of Agriculture, Veterinary and Fisheries Nairobi
Nairobi
Kenya
Tel: +254 722601653
Email: kimutaimaritim@yahoo.com
Lebanon (Codex Vice-chair)
Eng Mariam Eid
Agro industries Department
Ministry of Agriculture
Beirut
Lebanon
Tel: 009613567542
Email: meid@agriculture.gov.lb
Malaysia (Donor representative)
Ms Norrani Eksan
Food Safety and Quality Division
Ministry of Health Malaysia
Level 4, Menara Prisma No 26, Jalan Persiaran Perdana, Precint 3
Putrajaya
Malaysia
Tel: +603 88850794
Email: norrani@moh.gov.my
United Kingdom (Codex Vice-chair)
Mr Steve Wearne
Policy and Science Group
UK Food Standards Agency
125 Aviation House
London WC2B 6NH
United Kingdom
Tel: +44 7795 353580
Email: steve.wearne@foodstandards.gsi.gov.uk
United States of America (Donor representative)
Ms Mary Frances Lowe
US Codex Manager
Food Safety and Inspection Services
Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
20250 Washington
USA
Tel. +1 202 205 7760
Email. maryfrances.lowe@fsis.usda.gov
Vanuatu (Coordinator for NASWP)
Mr Timothy Tekon Tumukon
Biosecurity
Ministry of Agriculture
Email: ttumukon@vanuatu.gov.vu
Phone: +678 23519 or 24128
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FAO/WHO Secretariat
Dr Renata Clarke
Food Safety and Quality Unit
FAO/Agriculture and Consumer Protection Department
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla
Rome
Italy
Tel: +39 06 5705 2010
Email: Renata.Clarke@fao.org
Dr Kazuaki Miyagishima
WHO/Department of Food Safety and Zoonoses (FOS)
20, Avenue Appia
Geneva 27
Switzerland
Tel.: +41 22 791 2773
Email: miyagishimak@who.int
Mr Dirk Schulz
Food Safety and Quality Officer
Food Safety and Quality Unit
Agriculture and Consumer Protection Department
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla
Rome
Italy
Tel: +39 06 5705 2842
Email: dirk.schulz@fao.org
FAO/WHO Codex Trust Fund
Mrs Catherine Mulholland
Administrator
WHO/Department of Food Safety and Zoonoses (FOS)
20, Avenue Appia
Geneva 27
Switzerland
Tel: +41 22 791 3080
Email: mulhollandc@who.int
Codex Secretariat
Mr Tom Heilandt
Codex Alimentarius Commission
Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme
Food and Agriculture Organization of the UN
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla
Rome
Italy
Tel: +39 06 5705 4384
Email: tom.heilandt@fao.org
Mrs Sarah Cahill
Senior Food Standards Officer
Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme
Food and Agriculture Organization of the UN
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla
Rome
Italy
Email: Sarah.Cahill@fao.org
Mrs Hilde Kruse
Senior Food Standards Officer
Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme
Food and Agriculture Organization of the UN
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla
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Rome
Italy
Email: hilde.kruse@fao.org
Mr David Massey
Special Advisor
Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme
Food and Agriculture Organization of the UN
Via delle Terme di Caracalla
Rome
Italy
Tel: +39 0657053465
Email: David.Massey@fao.org
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