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Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

Monsieur le Vice-Président de la CAC

Monsieur le Président du CCGP

Mesdames et Messieurs les Délégués

Chers Collégues de 'OMS et du Secrétariat du Codex Alimentarius,

Au nom de I'Organisation des Nations Unies pour I'Alimentation et I'’Agriculture, je souhaite remercier notre pays
héte, la France, pour I'organisation de la 33éme session du Comité du Codex sur les Principes Généraux.

Cette session, la premiéere se tenant en présentiel apres la pandémie, offre une opportunité aux pays siégeant
ici d'une reprise des échanges directs durant les travaux en séance, mais aussi en marge de la réunion, ce que
nous savons étre trés précieux a 'avancement des questions examinées par le Comité. La FAO étant
particulierement sensible a la question du renforcement des capacités des pays membres en ce qui concerne
leur participation accrue aux travaux du Codex Alimentarius, nous apprécions également la transmission en
direct sur internet de la session, ce qui permet a de nombreux pays qui ne peuvent se rendre sur place de
pouvoir suivre les questions débattues lors de cette session.

Les derniéres années ont vu des changement notables se produire dans nos facons d’opérer, et le temps est
venu de les refléter dans les textes précisant les modalités de travail du Codex Alimentarius. Les questions
débattues cette semaine sont importantes pour garantir 'accés des pays aux documents du Codex lors de
réunions sans support papier, la mise a jour du Manuel de procédure et sa numérisation dans son nouveau
format. Ces questions sont au cceur de nos travaux d’appui technique aux pays membres comme mentionné
précédemment. Elles sont aussi essentielles a une meilleure utilisation au niveau national des travaux du
Codex, ce qui constitue I'autre face de la médaille de notre travail de renforcement des capacités des pays
membres en relation au Codex, comme illustré dans les priorités stratégiques de la FAOpour la sécurité
sanitaire des aliments , adoptées par les pays membres lors de la session de Décembre 2022 du Conseil de
'Organisation.

Pour les mémes raisons, nous accueillons avec le plus grand intérét la discussion concernant les boites a outils
pratiques visant a promouvoir I'utilisation des textes du Codex Alimentarius ainsi que les événements paralléles
concernant les activités des trois sceurs pour le suivi de I'utilisation et de I'impact des normes qu’elles
produisent, ainsi que sur le « Modéle pour le travail futur du Codex — consultations informelles ».

Au nom de la FAO, je souhaite plein succés aux travaux de ce Comité en cette année si particuliére marquant
les 60 ans du Codex Alimentarius. Je vous remercie.
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Dr Moez Sanaa, Head of Unit, Standards and Scientific Advice on Food and Nutrition, Department of
Nutrition and Food safety, World Health Organization

Monsieur le vice-président de la commission du Codex Alimentarius,
Monsieur le président du comité sur les principes généraux,

Mesdames les représentants de I'Organisation mondiale pour I'alimentation et 'agriculture et du Secrétariat du
Codex,

Mesdames et Messieurs les délégués et les observateurs

C’est un grand honneur et grand plaisir que je représente aujourd’hui 'OMS pour vous souhaiter a son nom, la
bienvenue a Bordeaux pour cette 33éme session du Comité du Codex Alimentarius sur les principes généraux,
aprés deux ans d’absence.

J'adresse tout d’abord mes remerciements aux services du gouvernement frangais et I'équipe du secrétariat du
Codex pour I'organisation de cet événement

En cette année, nous fétons le 60éme anniversaire du Codex Alimentarius et célébrons les normes alimentaires
afin de montrer la voie a suivre pour que, partout, chacun ait acces a des aliments s(rs.

Lors de nos célébrations, nous avons souligné l'importance de la science, de la technologie et de l'innovation pour
transformer les systemes agroalimentaires a I'échelle mondiale. Un exemple concret est le recours systématique
a la science et aux données dans les travaux du Codex. Les normes du Codex sont parmi les premiéres du genre,
fondées sur des données scientifiques des organes d'experts de la FAO et de I'OMS ainsi que sur des
consultations d'experts.

Cependant, il ne s'agit pas uniqguement de la science et des données scientifiques, mais aussi des femmes et des
hommes qui interagissent tout au long d'un processus bien établi d'élaboration des normes du Codex Alimentarius,
ce qui en fait un moyen réel de promouvoir une alimentation saine, durable, garantissant des pratiques
commerciales loyales et des conditions de commerce équitables entre les pays membres.

L'élaboration des procédures permet de définir une maniere de faire commune et autorise ainsi une harmonisation
des pratiques entre les différentes parties prenantes du Codex. Ceci assure une qualité constante dans la
réalisation des normes et des lignes directrices du Codex.

Par conséquent, C’est un véritable honneur de participer aux travaux du CCGP, dont I'importance pour le bon
fonctionnement du Codex est reconnue de tous.

Mesdames et Messieurs, honorables délégués,
Il me reste & vous exprimer ma sincére bienvenue & Bordeaux et a vous souhaiter une discussion fructueuse.

Je vous remercie

Dr Diego Varela, The acting Chairperson of the Codex Alimentarius Commission

Distinguished representatives of FAO and WHO, Chairperson and CCGP secretariat, Codex secretariat
colleagues, distinguished delegates — good morning to you all.

It is my great pleasure and honour to address you at the opening of this session of the Codex Committee for
General Principles.

Warmest wishes to you all from me and from chairperson Steve Wearne and vice-chairperson Raj Rajasekar, and
Allan Azegele.

This committee is central to the work of Codex. | visited the report of the first meeting of CCGP, held back in 1965,
and it is amazing to discover just how much of what takes place on this committee, shapes how Codex works,
what Codex is.

At that first meeting, you can see how the firm roots of Codex started to grow, as the General Principles of Codex
Alimentarius, which contain the Purpose and Scope of Codex and the Nature of Codex Standards were discussed
and agreed.
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These principles, along with the statues of the Codex Commission, continue to unite and guide us today, they are
the base of the Procedural Manual, of the rules that we have to function in Codex, and we need to follow the rules
we have agreed to put in the Procedural Manual in order to effectively function.

It is of course also appropriate to mention that this year marks the 60th anniversary of Codex. This milestone gives
us an opportunity to reflect on our successes and achievements to date.

Over the last 6 decades, Codex has been a successful player;

through science, consensus building, transparency and inclusiveness, Codex has helped shaped our global food
system.

The anniversary should also provide an opportunity for us to pause and to look forward, to plan for our future. With
that in mind, conversations about the Strategic Plan 2026-2031, have already began, and our plan is for every
Codex Member and Observer to have a voice. The decision on what to include in our strategic plan will be one for
you, Codex Members.

The Codex family needs to figure out how to best support the development of modern trading relationships in a
rapidly changing world where the need for transformation to support sustainable food systems has become a
matter of increased urgency and global consensus.

Our hope, the hope of the chair and vice-chairpersons, is that all Codex Members and Observers will take the
forthcoming opportunity of framing our next Codex strategic plan to provide this clarity.

I look forward to the discussions we will have this week at the plenary and during the side events, as how | said at
the beginning, what takes place in CCGP shapes how Codex works, what Codex is, and this is why this committee
must and does take its work seriously and professionally.

To close, Id like to thank the Government of France for hosting the meeting and giving us the chance to visit this
beautiful country and specifically, get to know the beautiful city of Burdeaux.

Thank you, Chairperson.

Dr Sarah Cahill, Codex Secretariat

Your excellencies, Mr Chairperson, vice-chairpersons of the Commission, Distinguished delegates, colleagues,
ladies and gentlemen,

Good morning,

Itis my pleasure to welcome to this 33" session of the CCGP on behalf of the Codex Secretariat. | was not planning
to be the person sitting in this seat this morning. It was intended that the current Codex Secretary ad interim, Dr
Corinna Hawkes, would be here to greet you today. Unfortunately, COVID is not yet a thing of the past and so for
health reasons Corinna could not join us this week and has expressed her disappointment at not being able to
meet you in person. She sends her greetings to the committee and looks forward to welcoming you in Rome for
the Commission next month and will be reaching out to the Codex family in the near future.

This being the 60t anniversary of Codex | have often in recent months looked back through the archives to try get
a better understanding of our origins. It provides interesting insights...very succinct reports were common but then
they did not have the benefit of computers. The Codex Committee on General Principles is almost as old as the
Commission, having met for the first time in 1965, after CAC2 agreed to establish such a committee. CCGP1 also
met on the first week of October , in fact on the 4-8 October 1965. | think that makes Wednesday a birthday or
sorts for this Committee. From that day to this France has hosted the committee.....Merci beaucoup. One of its
initial tasks the Commission was the elaboration of the purpose and scope of the Codex Alimentarius Commission
...Acceptance of Codex standards was another interesting topic on the agenda. And while not in exactly the same
context “acceptance” continues to enter our Codex debates.

This Committee is very strongly connected to the Codex Procedural Manual. The 1%t edition of the Codex
Procedural Manual was published 55 years ago in 1968 and one of the topics we have on our agenda this week
the Procedure for the Revision and Amendment of Codex Standards and Related Texts was first included in the
2nd edition of the Procedural Manual in 1969....it was only 4 paragraphs back then....as conscious that Codex had
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not yet adopted standards it was considered premature to go into too much detail. But it evolved over time and
there is no doubt that the ways we work in Codex today are strongly rooted in the work of this committee

Procedures are important— they bring transparency, clarity and a common understanding of the way we work.
However, looking back over what are now 28 editions of the Codex procedural manual, we can observe that
procedures are not static. ...they are not written in stone. They have continued to evolve as Codex grew, and as
circumstances and needs changed — they changed not for the sake of change, but because sometimes change is
needed to enable us to do our work, more efficiently, more effectively and with greater clarity.

And that's what brings us back to this committee, and to this weeks discussions, where we have four agenda items
all reflecting different aspects of the Codex Procedural Manual, all of which should make us think how we can
ensure the Procedural Manual as a compass to guide the way we work tool is at its sharpest.

While we are celebrating 60 years of Codex this year we are also having to embrace winder change...our former
chairperson Guilherme da Costa, who is here with us this week, often reminded up of both the challenges and the
importance of change for growth and development. The 6oth anniversary, the COVID19 pandemic, the new
challenges to achieving safe food have either forced change or are driving us to reflect on what change we might
need, some of which we will reflect in our plenary discussions in the context of procedures and some more broader
issues in this weeks side events. And wherever we discuss them | look forward to us doing so with an open
mind/openly, recognizing that while some indeed may be a challenge to get right, they are also important to
continue the forward momentum of Codex.

Let me finish by thanking our hosts France for their long term support to this committee and you the delegates for
your commitment to the work of Codex. | am sure Mr Chairperson we will have an interesting week of discussions
and wish you well in steering the committee through them

Thank you
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