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APPENDIX
ORIGINAL LANGUAGE ONLY

— SURVEY QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Question 1. To what extent are Codex MRLs for pesticides in food and feed adopted in your country?

Fully adopted 4 29%
Partially adopted 10 71%
Not used at all 0 0%
Don’t know 0 0%

14 | 100%

Question 2. Please use this field to provide any additional comments or explanations (max. 100 words).

Our national MRL standard is based on risk assessment,by considering consumption of any crops, kind of
pesticide which are recommended and applied on any crops. For those new imported commodities Codex
MRLs are applicable by considering the list of registered pesticides in our country. We have used codex
MRLs for most pesticides. For some compound we have calculated based on TMDI.

Codex MRLs are used and considered in imported and exported grains, wildlife feed and silage, straw, lay
green, forages and oil seed crops. There are difficulties to determine the exact limit and to provide a
certificate due to unaccredited laboratories. A specialized laborotary for pesticide residue analysis is not
available, some equipment is located in the laboratories of universities, agriculture research centers and the
federal ministry of health.

We dont have a standard for pesticides in food and feed maximum levels, but we have technical legislation
issued by the ministry of agriculture partially dependent on the maximum levels of codex MRLs

There is a ministerial decree of Minister of Trade and Industry no. 244/2016 referenced to Codex MRLs,
beside full adoption of Codex MRLSs as a standard.

The current standard related to food additives is going to be revised and considered as an old standard that
has not been revised since 1995, keeping in mind those standards that are up for revision or approval must
consider the nation’s privacy as well as CODEX STAN 192-1995 and the European directive.

s (3 U gl ity Jo dasn 4l 242V & Sl Sl (sgadl) 3913 Giless by 2asslsn ol sby oS OLE &
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For some MRL we follow the European norms as EU is our export market.

Question 3. To what extent is the General Standard for Food Additives (CODEX STAN 192-1995)
adopted in your country?

Fully adopted 5 36%
Partially adopted 9 64%
Not used at all 0 0%
Don’t know 0 0%

14 100%

Question 4. Please use this field to provide any additional comments or explanations (max. 100 words).

Some additives are permitted in some food and vice versa, for example, the use of color in dairy products is
not allowed. Sometimes the amount of use permitted by this standard is different and generally considered to




CX/NE 17/09/05 8

be less that it is associated with the consumption culture or the possibility of monitoring the intake of food so
the contents of this national standard will be based on different items.

The general standard for food additives are well adopted as far as the categories and notes are concerned,
however food additives which originated from pigs and other members of the pig family, in addition to
alcoholic sources and those soluble only in alcohols are banned due to religious faith and concerns.

We have a backage of standards for food addityives based on codex 192-1995 and european ligeslations/ our
standardization organization has issued many standards for food additives, some of them fully adopted from
CODEX STAN 192-1995, while others like (preservatives and sweeteners) adopted from european
ligeslations

There is a ministerial decree of Minister of Health and Population no. 204/2015 referenced on Codex STAN
for Food Additives

The current Tunisian standard related to food additives is going to be revised and considered as an old
standard that has not been revised since 1995, keeping in mind those standards that are up for revision or
approval must consider the nation’s privacy as well as CODEX STAN 192-1995 and the European directive.
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For additives which are not yet in the Codex list we follow other standards using a trial tree for this subject.

Question 5. To what extent is the General Standard for Contaminants and Toxins in Food and Feed
(CODEX STAN 193-1995) adopted in your country?

Fully adopted 5 36%
Partially adopted 9 64%
Not used at all 0 0%
Don’t know 0 0%

14 100%

Question 6. Please use this field to provide any additional comments or explanations (max. 100 words).

Being a member of the international standards organization and codex, we follow the latest international
scientific protocols as well as taking the country’s special needs into accounts. About food contaminates there
are national standards including guidelines for prevention and reduction of contaminates such as Mycotoxins,
PAH, Dioxin, Nitrate and Heavy metals in food and feed, standard for maximum limits of contaminants in
food and feed, test methods and sampling method for determination of some contaminates and HACCP.
Many of these standards (guidelines and sampling) are according to codex if they have been developed by
codex. Test methods are according to ISO or CEN method and maximum limit have been set up by using
Codex standard or base on national risk assessment.

We full adopted the relevant standards and code of practices according to our agriculture production and
manufacturing system. Aflatoxin in different animals in feed range between 20ug/kg; Lead 5 mg/kg,
Cadmium 0.3mg/kg, Arsinic 1.0mg/kg, Mercury 0.5 mg/kg, Floride 350 mg/kg

We only use the standard for heavy metals

We depend on combining references of Codex and EU regulation
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A decision was made concerning this subject and this decision was is in line with the provisions of CODEX
STAN 193-1995 and the European Legislation: the CE 1881/2006 Law. Some revisions and amendments will
be made regarding this resolution.
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Sometimes we follow the Market demand for example limit of aflatoxin.

Question 7. To what extent is the General Standard for the Labelling of Pre-packaged Foods (CODEX
STAN 1-1985) adopted in your country?

Fully adopted 3 21%
Partially adopted 11 79%
Not used at all 0 0%
Don’t know 0 0%

14 100%

Question 8. Please use this field to provide any additional comments or explanations (max. 100 words).

There is national standard N0.4470 about it that has written in 1988 and recently we revised it too, is
available.

Due to the fact that there are no national standards for labeling, The codex standards are partially adopted
beside other standards, for example 1SO standards.

The concerned ministries rendered a joined decision in 2008 based on the Codex standards. It is now in the
process of revision on the basis of the updated version of the Codex standard on food labelling that in based
on the European legislations.

Sl aladl SLASYl g Ly yall 5021 2013 a3 9 (3 55k 378-13 (3 ol pamn M (3 ol 5 Jpmill ()Ll o) oy
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Question 9. Do you have legal requirements for Good Hygienic Practices (GHP) related to food in your
country?

Yes 14 100%
No 0 0%
Don’t know 0 0%

14 100%

Question 10. If yes, is your legislation aligned with the General Principles of Food Hygiene (CAC/RCP 1 -
1969)?

Yes 14 100%
No 0 0%
Don’t know 0 0%

14 100%

Question 11. Do you have legal requirements for the application of the Hazard Analysis and Critical
Control Point (HACCP) system in your country?
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Yes 9 64%
No 4 29%
Don’t know 1 7%

14 100%

Question 12. If yes, is your legislation aligned with the HACCP system and guidelines for its application
(Annex 1 to CAC/RCP 1 -1969)?

Yes 8 57%
No 4 29%
Don’t know 2 14%

14 100%

Question 13. Please use this field to provide any additional comments or explanations (max. 100 words).

There is legal requirement and it is included in the related standards. There are legal requirements for specific
products to be exported (e.g. fish) based on CAC/RCP 1-1969.Food manufacturing companies may
voluntarily apply HACCP.

We have issued national standard for HACCP but it is not obligatory.

There is a standard which is 100% equal to CAC/RCP-1-1969, but its application is not compulsory.
However, there are special provisions related to certain fields such as foods of animal origin, tourist hostel
kitchens which imposes the need to create a system of risk analysis and critical control points as set forth in
the Codex or 1SO22000 standard. Also, we prepared a project regarding a law on food safety which is
considering these principles. This (draft) law is in the process of approval.
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Generally most of our standards based on international standards, such as the Codex and the I1SO.Codex
Standards are the main references to the elaboration of national legislation. We adopt most Codex Standards
and code of practices and even general guidelines.But sometimes there are some parts of the Codex standards
that cannot be applied because they do not comply with the national reality.

Question 14. Where do you see the biggest difficulties with regards to the use of Codex standards and
related texts?

Maybe difficulties in the use of ¢ codex standards are related to limitation for adapting text. Adoption of texts
are based on trade issues. For those compound that Codex has no Limits. Some codex standards have big
difference with the other standards like EU.

There are no difficulties regarding the use of codex standards and related texts. « Some communication issue
related to the internet * Difficulties usually arise when adopting the specifications and consulting the recent
codex -Stan issues, The biggest difficulties are that new issues don’t state clearly on the fate of previous
additives, which are allowed formerly wither they are maintained or omitted, realizing that they are not
mentioned in the new issue for the same product for which they were allowed.
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1- text of standard in Arabic 2- unavailable human resource skills for adequate implementation or standards
and related texts not sufficiently responding to national needs. 3- too high resource investments deriving from
their adoption

It dependes on the standard, for example, some times the related texts are not sufficiently responding to
national needs.

in impleminting the codex standards in small establishments, and the difficult current situations nowadays.
we need to participate in codex meetings to set our opinions. /we have difficulties in impleminting Codex
standards and related texts in small and non developed establishments, in addition to the current crisis in our
country which afecting badlly on the sector of food industry. from other side we have missed alot of expert
persons in our country.

There are many challenges we are facing with regards to the implementation of Codex standards most
notably lack or limintation of human resources and training on Codex standards.

Arabic translation of Codex text

Legislative laws all over Tunisia are consistent with Codex standards and provisions, unless there is a slight
difference from the European standards, which, in some cases poses more constraints than Codex. In this
case, the European legislations are taken into account for commercial purposes.

Training to interpret the requirements of the standard. Persons/companies normally require the NSB’s to go
through the standard and explain the requirements. Taking into account that Codex standards remain the first
resource when requests for food based standards are made.

Lack of political understanding of Codex among decision-makers. Lack of interest of donors.

@5 pgendl Ll sud ol Aol Slislll i OV il 15U ULl 2l Slisll J12 3 Slgmall jam s

sle ddoleg saus

gkl 4 Lle 5 ol We Jie 35k

The main problem regards products where there are no codex standards and the main difficulties is the
difference between Codex standards and EU an FDA standards.

Question 15. Please use this field to provide any additional comments on the use of Codex standards and
texts (max 100 words).

There is a need to translate all codex standard and code of practices to have an Arabic language version to
harmonize the terms and language between Arab countries. On the issue of labeling, the expiry date and
recommended storage conditions are suggested to be included in permission for the use of food additives,and
not leaving that for the manufactures. The use of codex standards is the most important and widely used in
the preparation of national standards.

we need to re participate in codex meetings to give our view points about codex standards to remove any
obstacles to implemnt them

It is agood idea to have such this survey, but we looking for more awarnes, training etc.as the regional level
which it can help to improve and implementation our work closely with codex Standards in different sectors.

We note that the Codex Standards form the fundamental basis in preparing the regulation on food safety in
Algeria, but it remains to take advantage of the Codex Alimentarius Commission experts in the field of
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composition of the persons concerned by matching the applicable standards of food regulation with the
Constitution, more than urgent.
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Question 16. Were the survey explanations and choices adequate for you to answer the survey questions?

Yes 14 | 100%
No 0 0%
Don’t know 0 0%
Total | 14 | 100%
Question 17. On a scale of 1- 5 how difficult was it for you to answer this survey (1 being very easy, 5 very
difficult)?
1 2 Total
6 3 13




