
 
 ALINORM 04/27/33   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 JOINT FAO/WHO FOOD STANDARDS PROGRAMME 
 
 CODEX ALIMENTARIUS COMMISSION 
 Twenty-seventh Session 
 Geneva,  28 June -  2 July 2004 
 
 
 REPORT OF THE NINETEENTH (EXTRAORDINARY) SESSION OF THE 
 CODEX COMMITTEE ON GENERAL PRINCIPLES  
 Paris, France, 17-21 November 2003 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Note: This document incorporates Circular Letter CL 2003/41-GP 



 
 
 -iii-

codex alimentarius  commission 
FOOD AND AGRICULTURE WORLD HEALTH 
ORGANIZATION ORGANIZATION 
OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

JOINT OFFICE: Viale delle Terme di Caracalla  00100 ROME  Tel.:57051  www.codexalimentarius.net   Email:codex@fao.org   Facsimile: 3906.5705.4593  
 
CX 4/10 CL 2003/41-GP 
   November 2003 
TO:  - Codex Contact Points 
  - Interested International Organizations 
   
FROM: - Secretary, Codex Alimentarius Commission, Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards            

Programme, c/-FAO, 00100 Rome, Italy 
 
SUBJECT: Distribution of the Report of the 19th (Extraordinary) Session of the Codex Committee  
  on General Principles (ALINORM 04/27/33) 
 
MATTERS FOR ADOPTION BY THE 27TH SESSION OF THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS 
COMMISSION 

 
 Proposed Amendments to the Procedural Manual 

1. Proposed Amendments to the Rules of Procedure: Rule IV Executive Committee and  Rule XII Budget 
and Expenses (para. 33 , Appendix II) 
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4. Draft  Guidelines to Host Governments of Codex Committees and ad hoc Intergovernmental Task 
Forces (para. 91, Appendix V). 

5. Draft Guidelines on the Conduct of Meetings of Codex Committees and ad hoc Intergovernmental 
Task Forces (para. 96, Appendix VI). 
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 SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
 
 

 

 The summary and conclusions of the 19th  (Extraordinary) Session of the Codex 
Committee on General Principles are as follows: 

Matters for adoption by the Commission: 

The Committee: 

- agreed to forward to the Commission the Proposed Amendments to Rules IV Executive 
Committee and Rule XII Budget and Expenses of the Rules of Procedure (para. 33, 
Appendix II); 

- agreed to forward to the Commission the Proposed Amendments to the Procedures for the 
Elaboration of Codex Standards and Related Texts related to the critical review of 
standards and related texts (para. 76, Appendix III);  

- agreed to forward to the Commission the Draft Criteria for the Appointment of 
Chairpersons (para. 87, Appendix IV); 

- agreed to forward to the Commission the Draft Guidelines to Host Governments of Codex 
Committees and ad hoc Intergovernmental Task Forces (para. 91, Appendix V) 

- agreed to forward to the Commission the Draft Guidelines on the Conduct of Meetings of 
Codex Committees and ad hoc Intergovernmental Task Forces (para. 96, Appendix VI) 

- agreed to forward to the Commission the Draft Guidelines to Chairpersons of Codex 
Committees and ad hoc Intergovernmental Task Forces  (para. 103, Appendix VII) 

Other Matters of Interest to the Commission: 

The Committee: 

- agreed to consider further the revision of Rule VII. 5; the status of observers in the 
Executive Committee; and the review of the Principles Concerning the Participation of 
International Non-Governmental Organizations in the Work of the Codex Alimentarius 
Commission at its next (regular) Session (paras. 39, 45 and 82); 

- agreed to consider further the revision of the Criteria for the Establishment of Work 
Priorities at its next (extraordinary) session (para. 54); 

- agreed that the Draft Guidelines on Physical Working Groups and the Draft Guidelines on 
Electronic Working Groups should be circulated for comments, redrafted and considered 
at its next (extraordinary) session (para. 119). 
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ALINORM 04/27/33 
 

INTRODUCTION 
1) The Codex Committee on General Principles held its Nineteenth (Extraordinary) Session in 
Paris, France, from 17 to 21 November 2003 at the kind invitation of the Government of the French 
Republic. The Session was chaired by Professor Michel Thibier, Director-General of Education and 
Research, Ministry of Agriculture, Food, Fisheries and Rural Affairs. The session was attended by 
143 delegates representing 50 member countries and 19 international organizations. A full list of 
participants, including the Secretariat, is attached as Appendix I. 

OPENING 
2) The session was opened by Mr Jean-Yves Perrot, Directeur de Cabinet, who welcomed 
participants on behalf of Mr Hervé Gaymard, Minister of Agriculture, Food, Fisheries and Rural 
Affairs. Mr Perrot recalled the achievements of Codex since its establishment forty years ago in 
order to ensure consumer protection in an international framework, including the response of Codex 
to recent needs, especially in the context of the WTO Agreements. He highlighted the 
recommendations of the Commission regarding the Joint FAO/WHO Evaluation of the Codex 
Alimentarius Commission and Other FAO and WHO Work on Food Standards in order to improve 
the efficiency of the process, to enhance the scientific basis of Codex standards and to increase the 
participation of developing countries. Mr Perrot stressed the essential role of the Committee in the 
implementation of these recommendations and noted that the revision of the Rules of Procedure and 
other sections of the Procedural Manual would be considered by the current session. Mr Perrot 
recalled that the French government actively supported this process through the organization of two 
extraordinary sessions in order to complete the tasks entrusted to the Committee by the Commission 
and wished all success to delegates in this essential work.  

3) The Chairperson of the Codex Alimentarius Commission, Dr. Stuart Slorach (Sweden) recalled 
the importance of the issues under consideration in order to improve the Codex process and invited 
all delegates to adopt a constructive approach in order to follow-up on the important progress 
achieved by the Commission. He also stressed the importance of guidance to be provided to Codex 
Chairs in conducting meetings in a productive and efficient manner. 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA (Agenda Item 1) 
4) The Committee agreed to consider Agenda Items 3b) “Proposed Amendment to Rule VII.5” and 
3c) “Consideration of the Status of Observers in the Executive Committee” together with Agenda 
Item 5 “Review of the Principles Concerning the Participation of INGOs in the Work of the Codex 
Alimentarius Commission” as these matters pertaining to observers were closely related. 

5) The Committee adopted the Provisional Agenda as presented in document CX/GP 04/19/1 as 
the Agenda for the session. The Committee also noted that additional issues that might arise during 
the discussion of each specific item would be considered under Agenda Item 8 if time allowed. 

MATTERS REFERRED BY THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS COMMISSION, INCLUDING 
THE JOINT FAO/WHO EVALUATION OF THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS 
COMMISSION AND OTHER FAO AND WHO WORK ON FOOD STANDARDS  
(Agenda Item 2)1  

6) The Committee noted that the amendments adopted by the 26th (Regular) Session of the 
Commission had been included in the 13th Edition of the Procedural Manual, of which the English 
version was currently available electronically, and that the matters concerning the Joint FAO/WHO 
Evaluation would be considered under the relevant Agenda Items. 

                                                 
1  CX/GP 03/19/2 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE RULES OF PROCEDURE, INCLUDING THE 
STRUCTURE AND FUNCTIONS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (Agenda Item 3a)2  

7) The 26th Session of the Commission had agreed that the Committee on General Principles 
should undertake a review of the Rules of Procedure in order to implement its decisions as a result 
of the Joint FAO/WHO Evaluation of the Codex Alimentarius and Other FAO and WHO Work on 
Food Standards. The Representative of the FAO Legal Counsel, while introducing the document, 
noted that the proposed amendments concentrated on substantive changes concerning the 
enlargement of the Executive Committee; the functions of the Executive Committee; and matters 
related to budget and expenses. 

8) The Committee noted that in view of the recent change in the status of the Coordinators, the 
Rules regarding their appointment and functions should be removed from the current section of the 
Rules and reorganized under a separate Rule.  

Enlargement of the Executive Committee 
9) The Committee recalled that Rule II. 4 (Rule III. 4)3 specified that Coordinators were appointed 
from among the Members of the Commission. The Committee also recalled the arrangements 
agreed upon by the 18th Session of the Commission in 1989 and agreed to reflect the changes in the 
Rules of Procedure on the basis of the proposal by the Delegation of Malaysia. The first paragraph 
of the arrangements should now read as follows: 

(i) “Except for the Chairperson and the three Vice-Chairpersons, the Coordinators and the 
members of the Executive Committee elected on a geographical basis are countries, 
not individuals.” 

10) The Committee noted that the provisions covered by the earlier decision of the Commission 
were currently addressed in the Procedural Manual. It was therefore agreed that no additional 
recommendations were required in this respect.  

11) The Committee discussed whether the delegate of a Member may be accompanied by not more 
than two advisors from the same geographic location (paragraph (ii) of the arrangements) but could 
not come to a conclusion. The Committee agreed that this question would require further 
consideration at a future session and noted that meanwhile the current arrangements would continue 
to apply. 

12) The Committee noted that paragraph (iv) of the arrangements referred to observers, therefore 
deferred consideration of this issue until the question of observer participation in the Executive 
Committee had been addressed.  

13) The Delegation of Malaysia, supported by other delegations, pointed out that the functions of 
the Coordinators and that of the Members elected on a geographical basis would need further 
clarification in a separate document rather than in the Rules of Procedure. The Committee agreed 
that this question would be considered under Agenda Item 8 as Other Business.   

14) The Committee considered the proposed amendment to Rule III.1 (Rule IV.1) to reflect the 
decision of the Commission that the Executive Committee should be enlarged by appointing the 
Coordinators as Members (paragraph 9 of the working document). 

15) The Committee corrected the proposal for a revised Rule to refer to “the Vice-Chairpersons” 
and agreed that the first sentence should end after the list of geographic locations. The second 
sentence should therefore read “Not more than one delegate from any one country shall be a 
member of the Executive Committee”. Several delegations stressed the importance of this principle 
                                                 
2  CX/GP 03/19/3, CRD 1 (comments of Malaysia), CRD 2 (comments of the Philippines),  CRD  3 (comments of 

Consumers International ), CRD 4 (comments of Indonesia)  
3  Throughout the section, reference is made to the numbering of the Rules of Procedure in the working document and 

the 12th Edition of the Procedural Manual followed by the updated numbering in the 13th Edition of the Procedural 
Manual (in parenthesis) 
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to ensure the diversity of representation in the Executive Committee and expressed the view that 
there should be no exceptions.  

16) The Committee discussed extensively the need to amend the proposed Rule or to insert a 
footnote allowing a member to be represented on the Executive Committee if a delegate of the same 
Member was the Chairperson or Vice-Chairperson, in order to address the particular situation of the 
North America Region. 

17) The Delegation of the United States pointed out that the proposed text might prevent the 
representation of North America when one of the two members of this geographic location 
completed its second term while the Chairperson or Vice-Chairperson coming from the other 
Member was still to serve. The Delegation of Canada pointed out that the Chairperson and Vice-
Chairpersons were not elected on a geographic basis but represented all members of the 
Commission and the fact that one of them came from a particular region should not prevent 
representation of that region in the Executive Committee.  

18) Some delegations also noted that the issue of representation was related to the duration of the 
term in view of the decision to hold annual meetings of the Commission, and proposed to address 
this matter under Agenda Item 8 as Other Business. 

19) The Committee considered the following proposal prepared by the Delegation of Brazil, with 
the assistance of other delegations:  

Should a situation arise where the nationality of the chairperson or the vice-chairpersons would 
prevent the inclusion of a member elected on a geographical basis, the term of the Member 
elected on a geographical basis coming from that geographic location may be further extended. 

20) Several delegations supported this proposal as a compromise solution to address a specific 
situation, while retaining the principles set out in the Rule on the composition of the Executive 
Committee. Several other delegations however expressed the view that this proposal aimed at 
addressing concerns of a specific geographic location was not acceptable and that the problem was 
inherent to the particular nature of this geographic location comprising only two countries. The 
Committee could not come to a consensus on this matter.  

21) Some delegations pointed out that the mandate of the Committee was to propose an amendment 
concerning the Coordinators and that other questions related to the composition of the Executive 
Committee that could not be solved at the current session would require consideration at a later 
stage but that the matter could be discussed under Agenda Item 8 if time permitted.  

22) The Committee agreed that no further amendment could be introduced at this stage. The 
Delegations of Canada and the United States reserved their position on this decision, as the 
proposed revised Rule contained inconsistencies that might prevent the representation of the North 
America Region in the Executive Committee. 

Functions of the Executive Committee 

23) The Committee considered the text proposed in paragraph 13 of the working document for a 
revised Rule III.2 (Rule IV.2) to reflect the new functions of the Executive Committee, while 
deleting provisions on obsolete functions. The Committee agreed to include additional text referring 
to the critical review and to monitoring progress in order to clarify the standard management 
functions.   

24) The Committee agreed that the text concerning additional functions of the Executive Committee 
in paragraph 15 of the working document should be inserted as a new Rule III.3 (Rule IV.3). 

25) The Committee discussed the text in paragraph 16 of the working document concerning the 
question of sub-committees. The Delegation of India, supported by other delegations, pointed out 
that the number of sub-committees should be limited and that their purpose should be clearly 
specified. The Committee recalled that the Commission had noted that any proposed body would be 
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subject to analysis of costs and that there would be only a limited number, and that a sub-committee 
could be established for programming, budget and planning.  

26) The Delegation of Denmark, supported by other delegations, expressed the view that sub-
committees should not substitute for the Executive Committee by directly exercising its functions 
and the Committee agreed that the sub-committees would “enable it to exercise its functions as 
effectively as possible”. The Committee agreed to insert additional text to clarify the role of sub-
committees and to specify that they reported to the Executive Committee, as proposed by the 
Chairperson of the Commission. 

27) The Committee agreed to insert a sentence reflecting the need for appropriate geographical 
balance in the composition of sub-committees, as proposed by the Delegation of Canada.  

Budget and Expenses (Funding the Participation of Members) 
28) The Committee considered the proposed amendments to Rule XI (Rule XII) Budget and 
Expenses. In paragraph 20, the Committee agreed with the proposal from the Delegation of 
Malaysia, supported by many delegations, to limit the funding of participation in the Executive 
Committee to members from developing countries in view of budgetary implications and amended 
the text accordingly. 

29) The Delegation of Argentina expressed its concern as to the criteria that would allow developing 
countries to benefit from financial support to participate in Codex in the framework of the 
FAO/WHO Trust Fund for Participation of Developing Countries in Codex Standard Setting 
Procedures. The Delegation therefore proposed to consider these criteria under Agenda Item 8. The 
Committee noted that there was no single definition of “developing countries” and that the criteria 
applied might differ from one international organization to another. The Committee however 
recognized that it was not its mandate to discuss such a definition and criteria and that these matters 
were the responsibility of FAO and WHO, and would be also considered by the Executive 
Committee.  

30) The Representative of FAO informed the Committee that the criteria applied in relation to the 
FAO/WHO Trust Fund had been reviewed by FAO and WHO following the discussions of the 
Commission and that a progress report would be presented for consideration by the next session of 
the Executive Committee.  

31) The Committee recalled that the Commission had requested a review of Rule XI.4 (Rule XII.4)  
to remove possible impediments to the participation of recipients of funding from the FAO/WHO 
Trust Fund. The Commission had also requested that the revised Rule should take into account the 
decision concerning funding of participation of Members of the Executive Committee from the 
Codex Budget.  

32) The Delegation of the United States questioned whether the proposal presented in paragraph 23 
of the working document adequately addressed these requests. The Representative of the FAO 
Legal Counsel clarified that the provisions preventing the funding of participants from the Trust 
Fund had been deleted and therefore no obstacle remained to prevent such funding. The Committee 
agreed to retain the text of proposed revised Rule XI.4 (Rule XII.4).   

Status of the Proposed Amendments to the Rules of Procedure, including the Structure and 
Functions of the Executive  Committee 

33) The Committee agreed to forward the Proposed Amendments to the Rules of Procedure, 
including the Structure and Functions of the Executive  Committee, to the 27th Session of the Codex 
Alimentarius Commission for adoption (see Appendix II).  
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PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO RULE VII.5 OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE  
(Agenda item 3(b)) 4,5 
34) The Committee considered document CX/GP 03/19/3 – Add. 1 entitled Review of Rule VII.5 of 
the Rules of Procedure of the Codex Alimentarius Commission, which was introduced by the 
Representative of the FAO Legal Counsel.  The document set forth preliminary proposals for a 
revision of that Rule, in accordance with the decision taken by the Commission at its 26th Session 
and in light of the recommendation by the Joint FAO/WHO Evaluation of the Codex Alimentarius 
that the Executive Committee should be given a role in the granting of observer status. The 
document concentrated on issues arising from the participation of international non-governmental 
organizations in the work of the Codex Commission, and recalled the relevant provisions in force, 
as well as the practice followed by the Directors-General of FAO and WHO in granting observer 
status to those organizations.   

35) The document presented and analyzed three possible options for the revision of Rule VII.56 as 
follows: (a) maintaining the status quo combined with stricter application of relevant criteria; (b) 
giving authority for the granting of observer status to the Executive Committee or the Codex 
Commission acting on the advice of the Executive Committee and (c) entrusting the Executive 
Committee with advisory functions with respect to the granting, by the Directors-General of FAO 
and WHO, of observer status to international non governmental organizations. 

36) In light of the observations made in the document, the Committee was of the view that an 
amendment to Rule VII.5 could be considered on the basis of option (c), whereby the Executive 
Committee would be entrusted with advisory functions in respect of the granting by the Directors-
General of FAO and WHO of observer status to international non-governmental organizations. This 
option would improve the transparency and democratic base of Codex, while being in agreement 
with the statutes of the  Commission in relation to its parent organizations and with the new role 
assigned to the Executive Committee. 

37) In response to requests for clarification on the procedures of FAO and WHO regarding 
admission of observers, the Representative of the FAO Legal Counsel provided information on the 
detailed procedures in force at FAO, as set out in the Basic Texts of the Organization involving, 
inter alia, three forms of status, i.e. consultative status, specialized consultative status and liaison 
status. The legal adviser for WHO informed the Committee about the procedure applicable for the 
admission of NGOs into official relations, which was the only category of formal relations 
envisaged in WHO.  He underlined the fact that the process culminating with the admission of 
NGOs into official relations by the Executive Board  was a long and rather rigorous one and its 
procedures were currently under review.   

38) The question was also raised as to whether it would be possible to establish criteria common to 
FAO and WHO for the granting of observer status with the Codex Commission to international 
non-governmental organizations. The Legal Counsels of FAO and WHO indicated that insofar as 
FAO and WHO have established their own procedures this would involve changes to their 
respective procedures which would be a process involving some time. To the extent that an actual 
need existed to establish such common criteria in light of specific requirements of the Codex 
Commission, the Organizations would be prepared to consider the matter. 

                                                 
4  CX GP 03/19/3-Add. 1, CRD 2 (comments of the Philippines), CRD 3 (comments of Consumers 

International), CRD 4 (comments of Indonesia) 
5  This Agenda Item was considered in conjunction with Agenda Item 5  
6 As in the 12th Edition of the Procedural Manual (Rule VIII.5 in the 13th Edition) 
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Status of the Proposed Amendment to Rule VII.5 of the Rules of Procedure 
39) The Committee requested the Legal Counsels of FAO and WHO to prepare a document, setting 
forth proposed amendments to that Rule, for its forthcoming regular session in May 2004.  The 
Committee noted that the Director-General of FAO would be seeking the views of the FAO 
Committee on Constitutional and Legal Matters (CCLM), at its session of March 2004, on the 
proposal.  The Director-General would bring to the attention of the CCLM the specific status and 
needs of the Codex Commission as well as the particular nature of its work. 

CONSIDERATION OF THE STATUS OF OBSERVERS IN THE EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE (Agenda item 3 (c ))7 
40) The Committee considered document CX/GP 03/19/3-Add. 2, entitled “Consideration of the 
status of observers in the Executive Committee”. The Committee noted that at the 26th Session of 
the Commission a majority of the members had agreed to the participation of Members of the 
Commission that were not members of the Executive Committee and recognized international 
organizations as observers in the Executive Committee meetings, with clearly defined rights to 
address the Committee.  The Commission had also decided that the exact modalities of this 
participation needed further elaboration and consultation with FAO and WHO. A number of 
delegations had also noted options available for web casting of meetings of the Executive 
Committee8. The document recalled that the current provisions whereby observers were not allowed 
to participate in meetings of the Executive Committee were generally based on rules followed by 
the parent organizations and long standing practice and that the matter had been under discussion at 
a number of recent sessions of the Commission and of the Committee on General Principles.   

41) The Committee noted that the document considered two concerns of particular relevance for the 
consideration of this agenda item. On the one hand, participation of observers in the Executive 
Committee would increase transparency and inclusiveness of its work; on the other hand,  it was 
essential to preserve the efficiency of the Executive Committee as a body of restricted membership 
exercising executive and managerial functions. The document also noted that participation as 
observers in the work of the Executive Committee would concern Members of the Commission that 
were not members of the Executive Committee, intergovernmental organizations and international 
non-governmental organizations and that various options in that connection had been proposed.  
The document noted that modalities to enable a limited number of observers to participate in the 
work of intergovernmental organizations had recently been developed within the United Nations 
system, as regards, for instance, World Food Summits and the Programme Coordinating Board of 
UNAIDS. 

42) In the debate that followed the presentation of the document, all participants expressed the view 
that it was important to ensure transparency in the work of the Executive Committee.  However, it 
was generally felt that allowing Members, intergovernmental organizations and international non-
governmental organizations to participate in meetings of the Executive Committee as observers 
would limit its ability to discharge its functions in an efficient manner. In view of these 
considerations, many delegations were opposed to the participation of observers in the deliberations 
of the Executive Committee and were of the view that increased transparency and participation in 
the work of the Executive Committee could be achieved, for example, by increased consultation 
through the members elected on a geographical basis and coordinators, or through the Codex 
Contact Point at the national level. 

43) Several delegations and some observers expressed the view that current procedures and practice 
adequately ensured transparency, especially as working documents and reports of the Executive 
Committee were available to all Members and Observers, and hence expressed the view that the 
Executive Committee should remain open only to government Members. Other observers stated that 
                                                 
7  CX/GP 03/19/3-Add. 2, CRD 1 (comments of Malaysia), CRD 2 (comments of the Philippines), CRD 3 

(comments of Consumers International), CRD 4 (comments of Indonesia) 
8  ALINORM 03/41, para. 161 
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it was especially important to allow actual participation of observers in view of the new functions of 
the Executive Committee, and expressed the opinion that this would entail no additional cost to the 
Codex budget. Other delegations noted that the Executive Committee would no longer have the 
authority to develop standards in conjunction with annual meetings of the Commission and the new 
functions of the Executive Committee. The Committee noted the wish of OIE to attend the 
Executive Committee as an Observer. 

44) As had been the case at the latest session of the Commission a number of delegations were of 
the view that alternative options should be considered, such as web casting of meetings of the 
Executive Committee, establishment of listening rooms and other facilities.  Some delegations 
questioned the usefulness of listening rooms on the ground that the necessary facility and equipment 
might be costly and that observers, including those from developing countries, would need to travel 
to the meeting venue. The Delegation of Argentina proposed, in the evaluation of the costs 
associated with the participation of observers, to take into account the need to strengthen 
transparency in Codex work through the translation of documents and interpretation into the 
working languages of the Commission in order to facilitate the participation of developing 
countries. 

45) The Committee agreed that at this stage no guidelines needed to be developed as to the 
participation of observers in the Executive Committee. The Committee requested the Codex 
Secretariat to prepare for the forthcoming extraordinary session of the Committee a discussion 
document elaborating further such possible alternative options, as mentioned above, in light of all 
pertinent considerations with particular reference to cost and legal and institutional implications of 
any of the envisaged options.  It was noted that consultation with other organizations both within 
and outside the United Nations system could be undertaken in connection with the preparation of 
the document. 

PROCESSES FOR STANDARDS MANAGEMENT (INCLUDING THE CRITICAL 
REVIEW) (Agenda Item 4) 

REVISION OF THE CRITERIA FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF WORK PRIORITIES9 
(Agenda Item 4a) 
46) The French Secretariat introduced the Draft Criteria for the Establishment of Work Priorities 
and explained that the proposed text, based on the existing Criteria, incorporated current priorities 
affirmed by the Commission at its last session as well as necessary changes to accommodate the 
decisions of the Commission in response to the FAO/WHO Evaluation. 

47) As regards the introductory paragraphs, the Committee noted that the reference to the strategic 
plan and the relevant outcomes of the critical review conducted by the Executive Committee was 
included and agreed with the text as proposed. 

CRITERIA 

General criterion 
48) Several delegations were of the opinion that the importance of health and food safety viewpoints 
could further be stressed as high priority. The Delegation of Canada, supported by the Observer 
from Consumers International, proposed to include a reference to consumer protection against food-
borne diseases and inadequate nutritional content of foods, while other delegations expressed a view 
that the concept of nutrition did not depended on the safety of a single food but on the whole diet 
and that the text should be kept general and simple. 

                                                 
9 CX/GP 03/19/4,  CRD1 (comments of Malaysia), CRD 3 (comments of Consumers International), CRD 4 

(comments of Indonesia). 
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49) Many delegations noted that the term “fraudulent practices” was too narrow in its scope and 
should be complemented with the term “deceptive practices” or be replaced by a reference to “fair 
practices”, this term being part of the Codex mandate and widely used within Codex.  It was also 
noted that the protection from unfair practices concerns not only consumers but also other parties 
involved in the food trade. 

50) Some delegations, supporting the proposal of the Delegation of Malaysia, were in favour of 
separating different elements in the General Criterion and presenting them as separate bullet points. 
However, other delegations felt that the stress on the priority of consumer protection might be 
weakened if different elements were presented in a parallel manner, and the issue of an order of 
priorities might arise. 

51) After an extensive exchange of views, the Committee decided to keep these elements in a single 
sentence and agreed with the following text as “General Criterion”: 

“Consumer protection from the point of view of health, food safety, ensuring fair practices in 
the food trade and taking into account the identified needs of developing countries.” 

Criteria applicable to general subject and Criteria applicable to commodities 
52) The Delegation of Italy, speaking on behalf of the Member States of the European Union, 
proposed that in addition to work already undertaken by other international organizations, account 
should also be taken of the requests by relevant international intergovernmental bodies to undertake 
new work.  On this proposal, the Delegation of Argentina observed that reference should be made 
specifically to the World Trade Organization and expressed its concern with a general reference to 
other international intergovernmental bodies.  

53) The Observer from Consumers International, supported by other delegations, stated that among 
those criteria trade issues should be considered to be secondary, compared to consumer protection 
and proposed to delete a reference to impediments to international trade in both sets of criteria and 
replace the term “trade issues” in paragraph (e) in the latter criteria by “fair practices in the food 
trade”.  

54) The Committee did not conclude the discussion on these sections of the text. The criteria will be 
considered at the next (extraordinary) session. 

PROCESSES FOR STANDARDS MANAGEMENT (INCLUDING THE REVIEW OF THE 
ELABORATION PROCEDURES) 10 (Agenda Item 4b) 

55) The French Secretariat introduced the document and stressed the importance of implementing 
the decisions of the Commission in order to allow the Executive Committee to carry out its 
standards management functions as soon as possible. The new sections related to the critical review 
had been introduced in the document as a matter of priority, with the understanding that other 
sections could be reviewed further at a later stage. The French Secretariat also recalled that whether 
the Acceptance Procedure had become obsolete or should be revised had been considered by the 
Committee at earlier sessions and that no conclusion had been reached in this respect. 

56) The Delegation of the United States indicated that substantive issues remained to be addressed 
in the current text and specifically the provisions of the Acceptance Procedure of Codex Standards 
(Part 3). The Committee agreed to consider this question under Agenda Item 8 if time allowed.  

57) The Committee considered the working document section by section and made the following 
amendments and comments. 

                                                 
10  CX/GP 03/19/4-Add.1,  CRD1 (comments of Malaysia), CRD 3 (comments of Consumers International), CRD 

4 (comments of Indonesia), CRD 5 (comments of Canada). 
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Introduction  
58) The Committee agreed with the proposals of the Delegation of Australia to amend paragraph 2 
as follows: a reference to proposals for new work was inserted to reflect that the critical review 
should cover all steps of the Elaboration; it was clarified that the standards should continue to meet 
the strategic priorities of the Commission; and the need to take into account the availability of 
scientific advice was recognized.  

59) The Committee agreed with all other amendments to the Introduction proposed in the working 
document in order to highlight the concept of critical review, with an editorial amendment in 
paragraph 9. 

Part 2 Critical Review 

Proposals to undertake new work 
60) The Committee agreed that the title should refer both to proposals to undertake new work and to 
revise a standard, and made consequential amendments throughout the text where necessary. 

61) The Committee agreed that the project document accompanying the proposal to undertake new 
work or to revise a standard could be prepared by a Committee or a Member of the Commission. 

62) The Delegation of Canada proposed to include a new section to clarify the content of the project 
document in order to ensure a more systematic and consistent approach in the consideration of new 
work. After an exchange of views, the Committee agreed to integrate the provisions on the project 
document at the beginning of the section on Critical Review. The Committee discussed the 
elements that should be included, on the basis of the text provided by the Delegation of Canada in 
CRD 5 and in particular agreed that the project document should include an assessment against the 
Criteria for the Establishment of Work Priorities. The Committee added a reference to the 
requirement for and availability of scientific advice, following its earlier decision on the 
Introduction. The Committee also agreed that information on the relation between the proposal and 
existing Codex documents should be included in the project document, as proposed by the 
Delegation of Switzerland. 

63) The Delegation of New Zealand proposed to insert a reference to coordination with other 
international standard-setting bodies. Several delegations supported this proposal as it reflected the 
general provisions of the Strategic Framework and the specific recommendations of the 
Commission concerning collaboration with OIE in order to ensure an integrated approach to food 
safety.  

64) Several other delegations expressed the view that no reference to other bodies should be 
included in Codex Procedures as the membership of such bodies might differ from the Codex 
membership and the development of Guidelines for cooperation with international 
intergovernmental organizations was still under consideration in the Committee. Some delegations 
noted that Article 1 of the Statutes and the Strategic Framework already addressed the need for such 
coordination, and there was no need to repeat it in the document under consideration. The 
Delegation of India expressed the view that the addition of such a requirement would make it more 
difficult for developing countries to prepare project documents. 

65) After an extensive debate, the Committee agreed on a compromise text referring to the 
“identification of any need for technical input to the standard from external bodies, so that it can be 
planned for”, as proposed by the Delegations of Brazil and New Zealand.   

66) The Committee agreed that the paragraph referring to the work of the Committee on Food 
Additives and Contaminants, the Committee on Pesticide Residues and the Committee on Residue 
of Veterinary Drugs in Foods should be transferred to the end of the section, and discussed the sub-
section concerning the critical review itself.  
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67) The Committee recognized that the decision to undertake new work was taken by the 
Commission on the basis of the critical review conducted by the Executive Committee, and 
amended the text accordingly. 

68) As regards the elements to be included in the critical review the Committee discussed the role of 
the Executive Committee in assessing the need for scientific advice (the fourth bullet point). After 
some discussion, the Committee agreed that “a preliminary review” was conducted rather than an 
“assessment” as the Executive Committee was not a scientific body and would not be in a position 
to take a final decision to determine the need for scientific advice. A reference to “the prioritization 
of that advice” was also added, for consistency with the decisions of the Commission in this respect. 

Monitoring Progress of Standards Development 
69) The Committee amended the first paragraph to clarify that the review of the status of 
development of draft standards would be carried out against the time frame agreed by the 
Commission. In the second paragraph, the Committee noted the concerns of several delegations as 
to the possibility of proliferation of ad hoc Task Forces and agreed to include a possibility for the 
establishment of a limited number of subsidiary bodies, if appropriate. 

70) The Committee discussed the elements that should be included as part of the monitoring 
process. On the suggestion of the Delegation of Ghana, the Committee deleted the reference to 
suspension of work in the first bullet and retained only the reference to corrective action as the 
nature of such action would be left to the decision of the Executive Committee.  

71) Some delegations pointed out that the Executive Committee might not be able in practice to 
examine the standards and related texts for format, presentation and linguistic consistency. The 
Committee noted that the Executive Committee would require the support of the Secretariat in this 
respect. 

72) Several delegations expressed their strong concerns as to the reference to “other international 
legal instruments”. They stated that this reference was open to different interpretations and that 
members of the Commission were not necessarily members of other international organizations. 
After some discussion, the Committee agreed to refer to the mandate of Codex as it covered 
coordination with other standardization bodies. The Committee agreed to group some of the 
elements pertaining to the mandate, existing Codex texts and the decisions of the Commission in the 
same sentence in order to simplify the text. 

Part 3. Uniform Procedure for the Elaboration of Codex Standards and Related Texts 

Part 4. Uniform Accelerated Procedure for the Elaboration of Codex Standards and Related 
Texts 

Guide to the Procedure for the Revision and Amendment of Codex Standards 

73) The French Secretariat indicated that the above sections included only consequential 
amendments referring to the critical review, as a result of the amendments made to the previous 
sections, since the 26th Session of the Commission had agreed to retain the current Step Procedure 
unchanged. 

74) The Delegation of Italy, speaking on behalf of the Member States of the European Union, 
proposed to add a reference to the Joint FAO/WHO Expert Consultations on Microbiological Risk 
Assessment (JEMRA) in relation to maximum limits for microbiological contamination in the 
section addressing Step 2 in Part 3 and Part 4 of the document. The Committee however noted that 
the sections referred specifically to maximum residue limits for pesticides and veterinary drugs and 
that the situation was different in the case of microbiological contamination.  
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75) The Representative of FAO proposed to refer to “Codex guidance to manage microbiological 
contamination” so that no reference would be made to maximum limits. Noting that Joint 
FAO/WHO Expert Consultations were also held on an ad hoc basis in other areas, the Committee 
agreed on a more general wording to the effect that “any other relevant information regarding risk 
assessment work conducted by FAO and WHO should also be made available”. 

Status of the Proposed Amendments to the Procedures for the Elaboration of Codex 
Standards and Related Texts 
76) The Committee agreed to forward the Proposed Amendments for adoption by the 27th Session 
of the Codex Alimentarius Commission (see Appendix III). 

REVIEW OF THE PRINCIPLES CONCERNING THE PARTICIPATION OF 
INTERNATIONAL NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS IN THE WORK OF 
THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS COMMISSION (Agenda item 5)11, 12 
77) The Committee considered document CX/GP 03/19/5, entitled “Review of the Principles 
concerning the Participation of International Non-Governmental Organizations in the Work of the 
Codex Alimentarius Commission.”.  The document was introduced by the legal adviser for WHO, 
who noted that the item was being considered in accordance with the decision taken by the 
Commission at its 26th Session that the Principles concerning the Participation of International 
Non-Governmental Organizations in the Work of the Codex Alimentarius Commission (the 
Principles) be revised in the light of the revision of Rule VII.513.  The document clarified that the 
legal basis for the granting of observer status to NGOs rested in Rule VII.5 and highlighted that the 
Principles aimed at spelling out and implementing in detail the general provisions contained in the 
Rule.   

78) The document did not set forth specific proposals on a possible revision of the overall process of 
granting observer status, since this depended on the preliminary question of the revision of Rule 
VII.5 (see paras. 34-39). However, in line with a recommendation from the Joint FAO/WHO 
Evaluation of the Codex Alimentarius and Other FAO and WHO Work on Food Standards, the 
document suggested that the Committee consider clarifying three of the criteria contained in the 
current Principles. 

79) A number of delegations agreed on the usefulness of a clarification of some of the criteria for 
eligibility of NGOs, and on the need to apply stricter criteria. Many delegations stressed the 
importance of the requirement that they be “international in structure and scope of activity”. The 
Committee also considered proposals to determine whether NGOs participated and contributed 
actively in the work of Codex and noted the view expressed by some observers that this be the sole 
criterion and that the application of numerical criteria was inappropriate. With regard to the 
possibility of granting observer status to NGOs that consist of smaller or regional member 
organizations already enjoying observer status, some delegations stated that observer status should 
be granted preferably to the larger organization. The Committee also noted the views that the 
representation of smaller or regional organizations should be allowed in order to allow a wider 
range of views and expertise. 

80) Some delegations stated that the Principles, once revised, should be applied to NGOs already 
enjoying observer status. Other delegations noted that in accordance with the provisions of the 
current Principles arrangements for Observer Status could be terminated for NGOs not contributing 
to the work of Codex14.  

                                                 
11  CX/GP 03/19/5, CRD 3 (comments of Consumers International), CRD 4 (comments of Indonesia) 
12  This Agenda Item was considered in conjunction with Agenda Item 3b) 
13  As in the 12th Edition of the Procedural Manual (Rule VIII.5 in the 13th Edition) 
14  Principles concerning the Participation of International Non-Governmental Organizations in the Work of the 

Codex Alimentarius Commission,  Section 6, paragraph 2 
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81)  The Committee noted that the Commission had requested FAO and WHO to submit a report on 
the status of the current international organizations in “Observer Status” to the Commission’s next 
Regular Session. This report, which should include a list of observer NGOs, would enable the 
Commission to have an overview of the general situation concerning NGOs in observer status and 
to consider whether measures would be warranted to ensure that only NGOs which are willing and 
able to contribute to the work of Codex would retain observer status.  

82) The Committee, while recognizing that in view of a number of outstanding issues it was 
premature to agree on revised principles, requested the Codex Secretariat, in cooperation with the 
FAO and WHO Legal Counsels, to prepare a general document outlining the possible main areas of 
improvement of the principles for consideration at its forthcoming regular session, both in the light 
of the decision to revise Rule VII.5 as well as with regard to the criteria for eligibility of NGOs. 

REVIEW OF THE GUIDELINES FOR CODEX COMMITTEES (Agenda Item 6)15 
83) The Committee recalled that the Commission at its 26th Session had requested the Committee on 
General Principles to develop appropriate guidelines in response to the proposal on the separation of 
advice to host governments and advice on the conduct of meetings, the proposal on criteria for 
selection of chairpersons, and the proposal on the conduct of meetings16. The Committee noted that 
four draft texts had been prepared by the French Secretariat on the basis of the existing guidelines 
and it considered the four draft texts under the following two sub-items 6(a) and 6(b). 

ADVICE TO HOST COUNTRIES (INCLUDING CRITERIA FOR THE SELECTION OF 
CHAIRPERSONS) (Agenda Item 6a) 
84) The document CX/GP 03/19/6, introduced by the French Secretariat, contained two draft texts, 
namely Draft Criteria for the Appointment of Chairpersons and Draft Guidelines to Host 
Governments of Codex Committees and ad hoc Intergovernmental Task Forces. 

Draft Criteria for the Appointment of Chairpersons 
85) Delegations generally supported the criteria contained in the proposed text. The Committee 
agreed with several proposals for amendment that were aimed at stressing the need for 
demonstrated ability in chairing meetings and facilitating consensus building, as well as the 
importance of impartiality and objectivity.  The reference to the need for familiarity with the Codex 
system and its rules was also included.  It was also agreed that a general knowledge of the subject 
matter was more relevant than a highly specialized technical knowledge in the field of the 
subsidiary body. 

86) The Committee discussed the proposals of the Delegation of Italy, speaking on behalf of the 
Member States of the European Union, to refer to a conflict of economic interest. The Committee 
however agreed to retain the term “conflict of interest” as it included economic interests and 
covered other possible conflicts that might arise.  

Status of the Draft Criteria for the Appointment of Chairpersons 
87) The Committee agreed to forward the Draft Criteria, as amended, to the Commission for 
adoption at its 27th Session (see Appendix IV). 

Draft Guidelines to Host Governments of Codex Committees and ad hoc Intergovernmental 
Task Forces 
88) The Committee agreed to make a number of amendments, mostly editorial or practical in nature, 
to the draft guidelines.  

                                                 
15  CX/GP 03/19/6, CX/GP 03/19/6-Add.1, CRD 3 (Comments of Consumers International), CRD 4 (Comments 

of Indonesia) and CRD 6 (comments of  Canada) 
16  ALINORM 03/41, paras. 178-179 
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89) The Delegation of the United States, supported by Canada, highlighted the need to use the 
opportunity of the revision of these texts to improve the structure and presentation of the Procedural 
Manual and make it a more user-friendly document. The Committee agreed to further discuss this 
matter at its next regular session (see para.  120). 

90) The Delegation of Argentina, speaking on behalf of the members of the Coordinating 
Committee for Latin America and the Caribbean and referring to the section on Preparation and 
Distribution of Papers, expressed the view that the matters related to the timely translation and 
distribution of documents would require specific consideration. The Delegation highlighted the 
difficulties faced by member countries due to the delays in the translation and distribution of 
documents. It was highlighted that the distribution of paper documents was particularly costly and 
inefficient. The Committee noted that this question would be considered under Agenda Item 8 if 
time allowed (see para.  120). 

Status of the Draft Guidelines to Host Governments of Codex Committees and ad hoc 
Intergovernmental Task Forces 
91) The Committee agreed to forward the Draft Guidelines, as amended, to the Commission for 
adoption at its 27th Session (see Appendix V). 

CONDUCT OF MEETINGS (Agenda Item 6b) 
92) Document CX/GP 03/19/6-Add.1, introduced by the French Secretariat, contained two draft 
texts, namely Draft Guidelines on the Conduct of Meetings of Codex Committees and ad hoc 
Intergovernmental Task Forces and Draft Guidelines to Chairpersons of Codex Committees and ad 
hoc Intergovernmental Task Forces. 

Draft Guidelines on the Conduct of Meetings of Codex Committees and ad hoc 
Intergovernmental Task Forces 
93) Under the section entitled “Conduct of Meetings”, the Committee noted that a new text had 
been inserted in the current text to take account of the status of regional economic integration 
organizations as Codex Members. In this regard, the Committee agreed to the proposal of the 
Delegation of the United Sates to insert “or subparts thereof, as appropriate” after the term “each 
item”. The Observer of the European Commission stated that the European Community and its 
Member States are responsible for determining where the competence lies for each meeting’s 
agenda items, and to decide whether a single competence statement is sufficient for the whole item 
or for each of its subparts when an agenda item comprises several sub-items. 

94) With reference to the areas of shared competence between a regional economic organizations 
and its members, the Delegation of the United States also proposed the insertion of a sentence at the 
end of the paragraph, as follows: “For issues of mixed competence, the party holding predominance 
will represent the interests associated with the issue”.  The Committee decided not to include this 
proposal in the guidelines to avoid inconsistencies with Rule II of the Rules of Procedure17 but 
agreed to replace the phrase “where the competence predominantly lies” in the original draft with 
the phrase “which party has the voting right” to clarify the text. 

95) Under the section “Reports”, the Committee agreed to clarify the text in the last paragraph by 
including the phrase “in the languages of the Committee”, as requested by the Delegation of 
Argentina, expressing the views of the members of the Coordinating Committee for Latin America 
and the Caribbean, and supported by several delegations. Several Delegations felt that not having 
translations into all working languages of Committees in a timely manner was a major impediment 
to transparency and to the smooth progress of Codex work. This also applied to the draft reports of 
sessions distributed in Codex sessions, that should be made available in the working languages of 
the Committee concerned. 

                                                 
17  Procedural Manual, 13th Edition 
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Status of the Draft Guidelines on the Conduct of Meetings of Codex Committees and ad hoc 
Intergovernmental Task Forces 
96) The Committee agreed to forward the Draft Guidelines to the 27th Session of the Commission 
for adoption (see Appendix VI). 

Draft Guidelines to Chairpersons of Codex Committees and ad hoc Intergovernmental Task 
Forces 
97) Several Delegations stated that the scope of the last sentence under the section “Conduct of 
meetings” should not be limited to assessing of the situation. The Committee decided to enlarge its 
scope so as to deal with the whole process of the conduct of meetings including the assessment of 
the situation with regard to the party which has the right to vote. 

98) The Committee had a lengthy debate on the section dealing with consensus. On point (a), the 
need for timely progress in developing standards was emphasized.  The Committee further agreed 
to simplify point (b). The Delegation of Italy, speaking on behalf of the Member States of the 
European Union, expressed the view that a definition of consensus was needed in the framework of 
the Draft Guidelines. The Delegation of Ecuador stressed that any definition of consensus should be 
based on international practice and custom, especially the legal instruments of the WTO.  On point 
(c), the need to define consensus was recognized, but it was felt that this was not within the mandate 
given by the Commission to the Committee. The Committee agreed not to qualify the term 
“consensus” but to adhere to the text in the general decisions of the Commission “Measures to 
Facilitate Consensus”, adopted in 2003. 

99) Several delegations stressed the importance of ensuring consideration of written comments from 
members and observers not present at the session, but in order for this to be possible these 
comments should be received in a timely manner. The Committee agreed to reflect this idea in the 
fifth paragraph under the section dealing with conduct of meetings.  

100) As regards the set of measures to facilitate consensus building, the Committee underlined 
the importance of taking into account data from developing countries and amended the text to 
reflect that if such data were not readily available, they should be actively sought. 

101) On point (e) of the subsection on measures to facilitate consensus building, the Committee 
agreed to include a footnote to allow square-bracketing of small parts of the proposed draft in the 
early stages of elaboration, as a useful means to progress the work of Codex subsidiary bodies. 

102) The Committee agreed to add a last point f) concerning increased involvement of 
developing countries, for consistency with the Measures to Facilitate Consensus adopted as a 
general decision of the Commission.  

Status of the Draft Guidelines to Chairpersons of Codex Committees and ad hoc 
Intergovernmental Task Forces 
103) The Committee decided to forward the Draft Guidelines, as amended, to the Commission for 
adoption at its 27th Session (see Appendix VII). 

OTHER PROPOSALS TO FACILITATE STANDARD DEVELOPMENT (OTHER THAN 
STANDARD MANAGEMENT PROCESS): REVIEW OF THE GUIDELINES FOR CODEX 
COMMITTEES AND OTHER ADDITIONAL TEXT (Agenda Item 7)18 
104) The French Secretariat introduced the document and recalled that the 26th Session of the 
Commission had agreed in principle to several recommendations concerning the use of facilitators, 
the establishment of physical and electronic working groups and had referred the question of co-
chairmanship to the Committee on General Principles19.  The Committee noted that the document 
did not include specific text concerning the use of facilitators because the Commission had agreed 
                                                 
18  CX/GP 03/19/7, CRD 3 (comments of Consumers International) 
19  ALINORM 03/41, paras. 167, 178 and 179 
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to adopt an experimental approach and this did not appear to require the establishment of detailed 
guidelines at this stage. The French Secretariat also indicated that the question of co-chairmanship 
should be discussed in principle.   

105) The Committee agreed to defer consideration of co-chairmanship and facilitators until the 
next extraordinary session and considered the Draft Guidelines on Physical Working Groups and 
the Draft Guidelines on Electronic Working Groups. 

Draft Guidelines on Physical Working Groups  
106) Several delegations pointed out that the provisions of the Draft Guidelines were too close to 
those of a subsidiary body of the Commission, and that the formality of the process would not allow 
flexibility in the organization of work and exchange of views. It was noted in particular that the 
provisions concerning invitation and provisional agenda involving clearance from national 
authorities at a ministerial level might create significant delay in the process.    

107) Some delegations questioned the use of the term “Coordinator” as it might create confusion 
with Regional Coordinators. 

108) The Delegation of Cameroon, supported by the Delegation of Mali, expressed the view that 
physical working groups should be the rule and electronic working groups the exception, since 
many developing countries experience difficulties with electronic communication, and other 
problems may arise such as the use of different languages. Several other delegations, including 
delegations of developing countries, supported the establishment of electronic working groups 
whenever possible and the establishment of physical working groups only when other strategies had 
been considered, in conformity with the recommendations of the Commission in this respect.  

109) The Delegation of the United States, supported by several delegations, proposed to amend 
the section on Duties and Terms of Reference to the effect that working groups convened during a 
session of a committee should be scheduled so as to allow participation of all delegations present at 
the session.  

110) The Delegation of Argentina stated that not only those delegations present at a Committee 
session but all other Members and Observers should be invited to attend working group meetings. 

111) The Delegation of Italy, speaking on behalf of the Member States of the European Union, 
proposed that physical working groups should preferably be held immediately before Codex 
sessions, rather than in between sessions, in order to facilitate the participation of developing 
countries and to reduce costs. 

112) Some delegations stressed the importance of balanced geographical representation, as well 
as adequate representation of developing countries in Working Groups. Other delegations pointed 
out that all standards or related texts might not be of equal interest to all regions and that flexibility 
should be allowed in this respect.  

113) The Delegation of Mexico proposed a number of amendments to reflect that working groups 
should work in the three languages of the Commission. Other delegations expressed the view that 
the use of three languages would create practical difficulties and entail additional costs, especially 
for the Member who exercised the functions of “Coordinator”. 

114) The Observer from Consumers International expressed the view that the impartiality of the 
Coordinator and/or Chairperson of a working group was essential and proposed that the Draft 
Criteria for the Appointment of Chairpersons and Draft Guidelines on Conduct of Meetings should 
also apply to the Chairpersons and meetings of working groups.  The Observer also proposed that 
the Codex Secretariat participate in all physical working groups established by subsidiary bodies of 
the Commission. 
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115) The Committee was informed by the Secretariat that a systematic involvement of the 
FAO/WHO Codex Secretariat in the operation of the working groups could give rise to statutory 
problems.  

Draft Guidelines for Electronic Working Groups 
116) Several delegations expressed the view that priority should be given to electronic working 
groups, as this would reduce costs and facilitate participation, especially from developing countries. 
Some delegations expressed the concern that the formality of some provisions in the Draft 
Guidelines might reduce the flexibility and efficiency of electronic working groups. The Committee 
noted that the process of electronic interaction would require further clarification, bearing in mind 
the need to ensure efficiency and active participation of all members, especially developing country 
members. 

117) The Committee noted that electronic working groups normally operated by exchanging 
electronic mail but that in the future the use of more sophisticated Internet-based software could be 
considered.  

118) The Committee also noted that several aspects mentioned in the discussion would require 
detailed consideration, and in particular: the use of the expression “world-wide consensus” in the 
Introduction; the need to explore thoroughly the opportunities offered by communication 
technologies; the need for transparency and clarity in the reports of working groups to reflect 
consensus as well as disagreement on each point, as applicable; the availability of comments 
provided within the working group; and the management of the distribution list within the working 
group. The Committee also reasserted that working groups should allow the exchange of views but 
should not take decisions. The Committee recognized that due to time constraints, it would not 
possible to make specific amendments to the Draft Guidelines at the current session. 

Status of the Draft Guidelines on Physical Working Groups and the Draft Guidelines on 
Electronic Working Groups 

119) The Committee agreed that both Draft Guidelines would be circulated for comments in a 
separate Circular Letter. The Committee further agreed that the French Secretariat would redraft 
both Draft Guidelines in the light of the above discussion and the written comments received in 
reply to the Circular Letter, for consideration at the next (extraordinary) session. 

OTHER BUSINESS, FUTURE WORK AND DATE AND PLACE OF NEXT SESSION20 
(Agenda Item 8) 
120) Due to the time limitations, the Committee could not discuss issues to have been brought 
under this Agenda Item. The Committee also recalled that the follow-up of the outcome of the 
FAO/WHO Evaluation should not impede the on-going programme of work of the Committee.  It 
therefore decided to discuss the following items at the next regular session of the Committee under 
Other Business, unless overlapping issues were identified: 

• clarification of the roles of Members of the Executive Committee elected on a 
geographic basis and those of Coordinators; 

• clarification of the duration of the term of the Coordinators and other Members of the 
Executive Committee, provided for in the Rules of Procedure; 

• relevance of the current acceptance and notification procedures for Codex standards; 

• possible reorganization of the structure and presentation of the Procedural Manual to 
make it more user-friendly; 

                                                 
20 CRD 6 (comments of Canada) 
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• particular situation of the North America Region in the context of Rule IV.121 

• implications of the exclusive use of electronic distribution of Codex documents to 
Members and Observers; and 

• applicable criteria for the participation of developing country members in the Executive 
Committee in the light of the proposed Rule XII.321 and the Codex budget available. 

121) The Committee noted that a progress report of the FAO/WHO Trust Fund would be 
considered by the 53rd Session of the Executive Committee in February 2004, and the 
recommendations of the Executive Committee in this respect would then be brought to the attention 
of the Committee on General Principles at its next regular session. 

122) The Committee was informed that the 20th (regular) Session of the Committee would be 
held from 3 to 7 May 2004 in Paris and the 21st (extraordinary) Session of the Committee would be 
held from 15 to 19 November 2004 in Paris, pending further confirmation by the French and Codex 
Secretariats. 

 

                                                 
21 13th Edition of the Procedural Manual 
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SUMMARY STATUS OF WORK 

 

  Subject Matter Step   Action by Reference in           
ALINORM 04/27/33 

Proposed Amendments to the Rules of 
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 Governments 
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para. 33 
Appendix II 
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the Elaboration of Codex Standards and 
Related Texts 

 Governments 
27th CAC 
 

para. 76 
Appendix III 

Draft Criteria for the Appointment of 
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 Governments   
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para.  87 
Appendix IV 

Draft Guidelines to Host Governments of 
Codex Committees and ad hoc 
Intergovernmental Task Forces 

 Governments   
27th CAC 
 

para. 91  
Appendix V 

Draft Guidelines on the Conduct of Meetings 
of Codex Committees and ad hoc 
Intergovernmental Task Forces 

 Governments   
27th CAC 
 

para. 96 
Appendix VI 

Draft Guidelines to Chairpersons of Codex 
Committees and ad hoc Intergovernmental 
Task Forces 

 Governments   
27th CAC 
 

para. 103 
Appendix VII 

Proposed Amendment to Rule VII.5 
(Observers) 

 Legal Counsels 
20th CCGP22 

para. 39 

Consideration of the Status of Observers in 
the Executive Committee 

 Secretariat 
21st CCGP 

para. 45 

Review of the Principles concerning the 
Participation of International Non-
Governmental Organizations in the Work of 
the Codex Alimentarius Commission 

 Secretariat 
Legal Counsels 
20th CCGP 

para. 82 

Revision of the Criteria for the Establishment 
of Work Priorities 

  21st  CCGP para. 54 
 

Draft Guidelines on Physical Working Groups 
and Draft Guidelines on Electronic Working 
Group 

 

 Governments 
French Secretariat 
21st CCGP 

para. 119 

 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
22  The Committee will hold its 20th (Regular) Session in May 2004 and its 21st (Extraordinary) Session in 

November 2004  
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Tel : 00 213 2  - Fax : 00 213 2 1645 197 
 
ARGENTINA - ARGENTINE 
 
Mr. Claudio SABSAY 
Subsecretario de Politica Agropecuaria y Alimentos 
Secretaria de Agricultura, Ganaderia, Pesca y Alimentos 
1063 Buenos Aires 
Tel : 00 54 11 43 49 25 49  
Fax : 00 54 11 43 49 22 44 
Email : codex@sagpya.minproduccion.gov.ar 
 
Mme Gabriela CATALANI 
Coordinadora del Punto focal del Codex 
Secretaria de Agricultura, Ganaderia, Pesca y Alimentos 
1063 Buenos Aires 
Tel : 00 54 11 43 49 25 49 
Fax : 00 54 11 43 49 22 44 
Email : codex@sagpya.minproduccion.gov.ar 
 
Mr. César Alberto FAES 
Ambassade d’Argentine en France 
6 rue Cimarosa - 75116 Paris (France) 
Tel : 00 33 (0)1 45 05 27 35 / 42 
Fax : 00 33 01 45 05 46 33 
Email : efraneco@noos.fr 
 
AUSTRALIA - AUSTRALIE 
 
Ms Ann BACKHOUSE 
Manager - Codex Australia 
Product Integrity, Animal and Plant Health 
Australian Government Department of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Forestry 
GPO Box 858 - Canberra ACT 2601 
Tel : 00 61 2 6272 5692 - Fax : 00 61 2 6272 3103 
Email : ann.backhouse@affa.gov.au 

Ms Janine LEWIS 
Principal Nutritionist 
Food Standards Australia New Zealand 
P.O. Box 7186 
Canberra BC ACT 2610 
Tel : 00 61 2 6271 2245 
Fax : 00 61 2 6271 2209 
Email : janine.lewis@foodstandards.gov.au 
 
Mr. Greg READ 
Executive Manager Exports 
Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service 
Australian Government Department of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Forestry 
GPO Box 858 
Canberra ACT 2601 
Tel : 00 61 2 6272 3594 
Fax : 00 61 2 6272 4112 
Email : greg.read@affa.gov.au 
 
AUSTRIA - AUTRICHE 
 
Dr. Alexander ZILBERSZAC 
Ministry for Health and Women 
Head of Unit 
Radetzkystr.2 
A-1031 Wien 
Tel : 00 43 17 11 00 / 4617 
Fax : 00 43 17 13 79 52 
Email : alexander.zilberszac@bmgf.gv.at 
 
Dr. Erhard HÖBAUS 
Head of Division 
Nutrition and Quality Assurance 
Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Environment 
and Water Management 
A-1010 Wien 
Stubenring 12 
Tel : 00 43 1 71100 / 2855 
Fax : 00 43 1 71100 / 2911 
Email : erhard.hoebaus@bmlfuw.gv.at 
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BELGIUM – BELGIQUE - BELGICA 
 
Mr. Charles CREMER 
Directeur  
Service public fédéral Santé publique, Sécurité de la 
Chaîne alimentaire et Environnement 
Direction générale Animaux, Végétaux et Alimentation 
Division des Denrées alimentaires 
Cité Administrative de l’Etat - Arcades, 4 
B-1010 Bruxelles 
Tel : 00 32 2 210 4843 
Fax : 00 32 2 210 4816 
Email : charles.cremer@health.fgov.be 
 
BRAZIL – BRESIL - BRASIL 
 
Mr. Antonio DA COSTA 
Ambassade du Brésil à Paris 
34 Cours Albert 1er  - 75008 Paris (France) 
Tel : 00 33 (0)1 45 61 63 06  
Fax : 00 33 (0)1 42 89 03 45 
Email : adacosta@bresil.org 
 
Mme Maria Aparecida MARTINELLI 
Ministry of Development, Industry and Trade 
National Institute for Metroly, Standardization and 
Industrial Quality - INMETRO 
Coordinator of Brazilian Codex Committee 
SEPN 511, Bloco B 4° Andar 
70 750 527 Brasilia – DF  
Tel : 00 55 61 340 2211 
Fax : 00 55 61 347 3284 
Email : mamartinelli@persocom.com.br 
 
Mr. Oscar ROSA 
Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Food Supply 
Esplanada dos Ministerios – anexo B – sala 302 
70043-900 Brasilia-DF-Brasil 
Tel : 00 55 61 218 2172 
Fax : 00 55 61 224 3874 
Email : oscar@agricultura.gov.br 
 
CAMEROON - CAMEROUN 
 
Mr. Médi MOUNGUI 
Représentant permanent adjoint du Cameroun auprès de la 
FAO - Ambassade de la République du Cameroun 
Via Siracusa 4/6, 00161 Rome (Italie) 
Tel : 00 39 06 4429 12 85 
Fax : 00 39 06 4429 1323 – 00 39 06 4403 644 
Email : medimoungui@virgilio.it 
Site web : www.cameroon-embassy.it 
 
CANADA 
 
Mr. Paul MAYERS 
Associate Director General 
Food Directorate, Health Products and Food Branch 
Health Canada 
Building #7 Postal Locator (0701A5) 
Tunney’s Pasture - Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0L2 
Tel.: 00 1 613 952 3368 
Fax: 00 1 613 957 1784 
Email : paul_mayers@hc-sc.gc.ca 

 
Mr. Bertrand GAGNON 
Manager, 
Programs, International Coordination 
Canadian Food Inspection Agency 
159 Cleopatra Drive 
Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0Y9 
Tel : 00 1 613 221 7161 
Fax : 00 1 613 221 7295 
Email : bgagnon@inspection.gc.ca 
 
CONGO, REPUBLIC OF –  
REPUBLIQUE DU CONGO 
 
Mr. BISSEYOU Lambert 
Directeur de Cabinet du Ministre 
Ministère du Développement Industriel, des PME et de 
l’Artisanat 
BP 15493 
Brassaville 
Tel : 00 242 81 41 57 
Email : ndipmea@yahoo.fr 
 
Mr. PINDA-NIANGOULA Jean 
Conseiller Economique 
Ministère du Développement Industriel, des PME et de 
l’Artisanat 
BP 15493 - Brassaville 
Tel : 00 242 81 41 57 
Email : niangoulaclaise_fr@yahoo.fr 
 
CZECH REPUBLIC - REPUBLIQUE TCHEQUE - 
REPUBLICA CHECA 
 
Mme Eva PRIBYLOVA 
Head of Unit for Food Legislation and Standardization, 
Food Production Department 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Tesnov 17 
11705 Praha 1 
Tel : 00 420 2 2181 2795 
Fax : 00 420 2 2231 4117 
Email : pribylova@mze.cz 
 
DENMARK – DANEMARK - DINAMARCA 
 
Mr. Knud OSTERGAARD 
Head International Affairs 
Danish Veterinary and Food Administration 
Morkhoj Bygade 19 
DK-2860 Soborg 
Tel : 00 45 339 56120 
Fax : 00 45 339 56299 
Email : koe@fdir.dk 
 
Mme Jytte KJAERGAARD 
Consultant 
Danish Veterinary and Food Administration 
Morkhoj Bygade 19 
DK-2860 Soborg 
Tel : 00 45 339 56233 
Fax : 00 45 339 56299 
Email : jk@fdir.dk 
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DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
REPUBLIQUE DOMINICAINE 
REPUBLICA DOMINICANA 
 
Mr. Fernando A. PERICHE 
Premier Secrétaire 
Chargé d’Affaires Economiques et Commerciales 
Ambassade de la République Dominicaine 
45 rue de Courcelles, 75004 Paris 
Tel : 00 33 (0)1 53 53 95 95 
Fax : 00 33 (0)1 45 63 35 63 
Email : periche-castellanos@amba-dominicaine-paris.com 
 
EGYPT – EGYPTE - EGIPTO 
 
Prof. Dr. Maryam AHMED MOUSTAFA MOUSSA 
Minister Plenipotentiary for Agricultural Affairs 
& Head of Agricultural Office 
Ministry of Agriculture and Land Reclamation Egypt 
Agricultural Office 
Embassy of Egypt 
Via Salaria 267 – 00199 Rome (Italie) 
Tel : 00 39 06 8548 956 
Fax : 00 39 06 8542 603 
Email : agrioff.egypt@mclink.it 
 
Eng. Siham Mohamed Shams El Din 
Head of Quality Control & Labs. sector 
The Egyptian Starch, Yeast & Detergent Co. 
21 Ahmed Abou Soliman St., El Siouf 
Alexandria 
Tel : 00 203 501 3003 / 00 203 4295750 
Fax : 00 203 501 5500 
 
ECUADOR – EQUATEUR 
 
Mr. German ORTEGA 
Ministre de l’Ambassade de l’Equateur 
Affaires politiques et économiques 
34 avenue de Messine 
75008 Paris 
Tel : 00 33 (0)1 45 61 10 21 
Fax : 00 33 (0)1 42 56 06 64 
Email : german.ortega@ambassade-equateur.fr 
 
FINLAND – FINLANDE - FINLANDIA 
 
Dr. Jorma HIRN 
Director General 
National Food Agency 
PO Box 28 
FIN-00581 Helsinki 
Tel : 00 358 9 3931 510 
Fax : 00 358 9 3931 592 
Email : jorma.hirn@elintarvikevirasto.fi 
 
Mme Anne HAIKONEN 
Senior Adviser 
Ministry of Trade and Industry 
PO Box 32 
FIN-00023 Government 
Tel : 00 358 9 1606 3654 
Fax : 00 358 9 1606 2670 
Email : anne.haikonen@ktm.fi 

 
FRANCE - FRANCIA 
 
Mme Roseline LECOURT 
Ministère de l’Economie, des Finances et de l’Industrie 
D.G.C.C.R.F. 
59 boulevard Vincent Auriol 
75703 Paris Cedex 13 
Tel : 00 33 (0)1 44 97 34 70 
Fax : 00 33 (0)1 44 97 30 37 
Email : roseline.lecourt@dgccrf.finances.gouv.fr 
 
Mr. Gildas LE BOZEC 
Ministère de l'Agriculture, de l’Alimentation, de la Pêche 
et des Affaires Rurales - D.G.A.L. 
251 rue de Vaugirard 
75732 Paris Cedex 15 
Tel : 00 33 (0)1 49 55 58 72 
Fax : 00 33 (0)1 49 55 59 48 
Email : gildas.le-bozec@agriculture.gouv.fr 
 
Mme Catherine CHAPOUX 
Ministère de l'Agriculture, de l’Alimentation, de la Pêche 
et des Affaires Rurales - D.G.A.L. 
251 rue de Vaugirard 
75732 Paris Cedex 15 
Tel : 00 33 (0)1 49 55 49 55  
Email : catherine.chapoux@agriculture.gouv.fr 
 
Mr. Marc Philippe CROS 
Ministère de l'Agriculture, de l’Alimentation, de la Pêche 
et des Affaires Rurales 
Conseil Général du GREF 
140bis rue de Rennes 
75006 Paris 
Tel : 00 33 (0)1 49 55 60 49 
Fax : 00 33 (0)1 49 55 56 01 
Email : philippe.cros@agriculture.gouv.fr 
 
Mr. Eric GIRY 
Ministère de l'Agriculture, de l’Alimentation, de la Pêche 
et des Affaires Rurales - DGAL. 
251 rue de Vaugirard 
75732 Paris Cedex 15 
Tel : 00 33 (0)1 49 55 59 28 
Fax : 00 33 (0)1 49 55 49 61 
Email : eric.giry@agriculture.gouv.fr 
 
Mme Stéphanie MEYER BROSETA 
Ministère de l'Agriculture, de l’Alimentation, de la Pêche 
et des Affaires Rurales - D.G.A.L. 
251 rue de Vaugirard 
75732 Paris Cedex 15 
Tel : 00 33 (0)1 49 55 58 82 
Fax : 00 33 (0)1 49 55 56 80 
Email : stephanie.meyer-broseta@agriculture.gouv.fr 
 
Mr. Olivier PRUNAUX 
Ministère de l'Agriculture, de l’Alimentation, de la Pêche 
et des Affaires Rurales - D.G.A.L. 
251 rue de Vaugirard 
75732 Paris Cedex 15 
Tel : 00 33 (0)1 49 55 83 95 
Fax : 00 33 (0)1 49 55 44 62 
Email : olivier.prunaux@agriculture.gouv.fr 
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Dr. Colette ROURE 
Médecin Général de santé publique 
Ministère de la Santé, de la Famille et des Personnes 
Handicapées 
Direction Générale de la Santé 
8 avenue de Ségur 
75350 Paris 07 SP 
Tel : 00 33 (0)1 40 56 46 36 
Fax : 00 33 (0)1 40 56 50 56 
Email : colette.roure@sante.gouv.fr 
 
Mme Anne LEGENTIL 
UFCS - Union Féminine, Civique et Sociale 
6 rue Béranger - 75003 Paris 
Tel : 00 33 (0)1 44 54 50 54 
Fax : 00 33 (0)1 44 54 50 66 
Email : ufcs.conso@wanadoo.fr 
 
Mr. Georges MONSALLIER 
Président Honoraire du SIMV 
50 rue de Paradis - 75010 Paris 
Tel : 00 33 (0)1 53 34 43 43 
Fax : 00 33 (0)1 53 34 43 44 
Email : georges.monsallier@wanadoo.fr 
 
GERMANY – ALLEMAGNE - ALEMANIA 
 
Mr. Gerhard BIALONSKI 
Bundesministerium für Verbraucherschutz, Ernährung und 
Landwirtschaft 
(Federal Ministry of Consumer Protection, Food and 
Agriculture) 
Rochusstrasse 1 
D-53123 Bonn 
Tel : 00 49 228 529 4651 
Fax : 00 49 228 529 4947 
Email : gerhard.bialonski@bmvel.bund.de 
 
Prof. Dr. Rolf GROSSKLAUS 
Direktor und Professor   
Bundesinstitut für Risikobewertung 
Postfach 33 00 13 
D-14191 Berlin 
Tel : 00 49 30 412 3230 
Fax : 00 49 30 412 3715 
Email : fgr11@bfr.bund.de 
 
Dr. Alice STELZ 
Chief of department for food of plant origin 
Staatliches Untersuchungsamt Hessen 
Hasengartenstrasse 24 
D-65189 Wiesbaden 
Tel : 00 49 611 7608128 
Fax : 00 49 611 713515 
Email : a.stelz@suah-wi.hessen.de 
 
Mme Angelika MROHS 
Geschäftsführerin 
Bund für Lebensmittelrecht und Lebensmittelkunde e.V. 
Godesberger Allee 142 – 148 
D-53175 Bonn 
Tel : 00 49 228 819 9332 
Fax : 00 49 228 375 069 
Email : amrohs@bll-online.de 

 
GHANA 
 
Mr. Kwaku Owusu BAAH 
Chief Director 
Ministry of Food & Agriculture 
P.O. Box M. 37 
Accra 
Tel : 00 233 21 666 567 
Fax : 00 233 21 668 245 
 
Mme Rosetta ANNAN 
Director 
Ministry of Food & Agriculture 
P.O. Box M. 37 
Accra 
Tel : 00 233 21 777 169 
Fax : 00 233 21 662 253 
Email : rosette_annan@yahoo.co.uk 
 
GREECE – GRECE - GRECIA 
 
Mr. Anagnostou KONSTANTINOS 
Officer 
Directorate of Processing, Standardization and Quality 
Contrôle of Agri-food Products 
Ministry of Agriculture 
2 Acharnon Str. 
10176 Athens 
Tel : 00 30 210 212 4319 
Fax : 00 30 210 523 8337 
Email : ax2u049@minagric.gr 
 
HUNGARY – HONGRIE - HUNGRIA 

Dr. Endre RACZ 
Head of Unit 
Department for Food Production 
Ministry of Agriculture and Regional Development 
H-1055 Budapest, Kossuth L. ter 11 
Tel : 00 361 301 43 83 
Fax : 00 361 301 48 08 
Email : endre.racz@fvm.hu 
 
Dr. Maria VARADI 
Head of Unit 
Central Food Research Institute 
Herman Otto ut 15 
H-1022 Budapest, Herman Otto ut 15 
Tel : 00 361 355 89 82 
Fax : 00 361 292 98 53 
Email : m.varadi@cfri.hu 
 
ICELAND – ISLANDE - ISLANDIA 
 
Mr. Thordur ASGEIRSSON 
Codex Contact in Iceland 
Director of Fisheries 
Directorate of Fisheries 
Ingolfsstraeti 1 
101 Reykjavik 
Tel : 00 354 569 7900 
Fax : 00 354 569 7991 
Email : thordur@fiskistofa.is 
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INDIA - INDE 
 
Mr. Anup K. THAKUR 
Joint Secretary 
Department of Commerce 
Ministry of Commerce &  
Industry – Udyog Bhavan 
New Delhi 1100011 
Tel : 00 91 11 23015215 
Fax : 00 91 11 23015215 
Email : anupthakur@ub.nic.in 
 
Mr. Shri S.K. SRIVASTAVA 
Director  
Ministry of Agriculture 
Department of Animal Husbandry & Dairying 
Krishi Bhavan 
New Delhi 110001 
Tel : 00 91 11 233 89212 
Fax : 00 91 11 233 86115 
Email : skshri@yahoo.com 
Email : dirc.pc@hub.nic.in 
 
Mr. K.S. MONEY 
Chairman 
Agriculture & Processed Food Products 
Export Development Authority 
NCUI Building 
3 Siri Institutional Area 
New Delhi 110049 
Tel : 00 91 11 265 13167 
Fax : 00 91 11  265 26187 
Email : chairman@apeda.com 
 
INDONESIA - INDONESIE 
 
Ms. Indrawati SOEGIANTO 
Head of Center Standard Application System 
National Standardization Agency (BSN) 
Gedung Manggala Wanabakti 
Blok IV Lt. 4 
JI Jend. Gatot Subroto 
Senayan, Jakarta 10270 
Tel : 00 62 21 574 7043 / 44 
Fax : 00 62 21 574 7045 
Email : bsn@bsn.or.id 
Email : sps-2@bsn.or.id 
 
Dr. Nyoman Oka TRIDJAJA 
Director of Processing and Marketing of Horticulture 
Product - Ministry of Agriculture 
JI Harsono R.M N0 3 
Gedung D Lt. 3 
Ragunan, Jakarta 12550 
Tel : 00 62 21 7818 202 
Fax : 00 62 21 7818 202 
Email : ntridjaja@yahoo.com 
 
Mr. Benny BAHANADEWA 
Conseiller aux Affaires Economiques 
Ambassade d’Indonésie 
47-49 rue Cortambert, 75116 Paris (France) 
Tel : 00 33 (0)1 45 03 81 52 
Fax : 00 33 (0)1 45 04 50 32 
Email : kabidekon@amb-indonesie.fr 

 
Mr. Aji SURYA 
Conseiller Adjoint aux Affaires Economiques 
Ambassade d’Indonésie 
47-49 rue Cortambert 
75116 Paris (France) 
Tel : 00 33 (0)1 45 03 81 54 
Fax : 00 33 (0)1 45 04 50 32 
Email : kabidekon@amb-indonesie.fr 
 
IRELAND – IRLANDE - IRLANDA 

Mr. Richard HOWELL 
Senior Inspector 
Department of Agriculture and Food 
7C Agriculture House - Kildare Street 
Dublin 2 
Tel : 00 353 1 607 2572 
Fax : 00 353 1 661 6263 
Email : richard.howell@agriculture.gov.ie 
 
Mr. Martin C.O'SULLIVAN 
Deputy Chief Veterinary Officer 
Department of Agriculture and Food 
Agriculture House - Kildare Street 
Dublin 2 
Tel : 00 353 1 607 2213 
Fax : 00 353 1 661 0230 
Email : martin.osullivan@agriculture.gov.ie 
 
Mr. Seamus MAGUIRE 
Food Unit 
Department of Health and Children 
Hawkins House 
Dublin 2 
Tel : 00 353 1 635 4545 
Fax : 00 353 1 635 4552 
Email : seamus_maguire@health.irlgov.ie 
 
ITALY – ITALIE - ITALIA 
 
Dr. Brunella LO TURCO 
Segretario Generale Comitato Nazionale Codex 
Ministero delle Politiche Agricole e Forestali 
Via XX Settembre 20 
00187 Roma 
Tel : 39 06 4665 6512 
Fax : 39 06 4880 273 
Email : codex@politicheagricole.it 
 
Dr. Ciro IMPAGNATIELLO 
Ministero Politiche Agricole E Forestali 
Via XX Settembre 20 - 00187 Roma 
Tel : 00 39 06 4665 6510 
Fax : 00 39 06 4880 273 
Email : ciroimpa@tiscalinet.it 
 
Prof. Sergio VENTURA 
Professor on Food Law 
Avenue du Vieux Moutier, 18 
B-1640-Sint-Genesius – Rode 
Tel : 00 32 2 380 5003 
Fax : 00 33 2 380 4914 
Email : sophie.corradi@brutele.be 
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JAPAN - JAPON 
 
Dr. SUZUKI Akifusa 
Deputy Director 
Information and Emergency Response Division 
Food Safety Commission Secretariat 
The Cabinet Office 
2-13-10 Prudential Tower 6th Floor 
Nagata-cho, Chiyoda-ku, 
Tokyo 100-8989 
Tel : 00 81 3 5251 9182 
Fax : 00 81 3 3591 2236 
Email : akifusa.suzuki@op.cao.go.jp 
 
Dr. MIURA Koji 
Director 
International Food Safety Planning 
Department of Food Safety 
Pharmaceutical and Food Safety Bureau 
Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare 
1-2-2 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8916 
Tel : 00 81 3 3595 2326 
Fax : 00 81 3 3503 7965 
Email : miura-koujimd@mhlw.go.jp 
 
Dr. YOSHIKURA Hiroshi 
Officer   
Policy Planning and Communication Division, 
Department of Food Safety, Pharmaceutical and Food 
Safety Bureau 
Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare 
1-2-2 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8916 
Tel : 00 81 3 3595 2326 
Fax : 00 81 3 3595 7965 
Email : codexj@mhlw.go.jp 
 
Mr. OYAMA Seiichiro 
Director for International Affairs Office 
Food Safety and Consumer Policy Division 
Food Safety and Consumer Affairs Bureau 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
1-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8950 
Tel : 00 81 3 5512 2291 
Fax : 00 81 3 3597 0329 
Email : seiichirou_ooyama@nm.maff.go.jp 
 
Dr. IMAMURA Tomoaki 
Technical Adviser - Associate Professor 
Department of Planning Information and Management 
The University of Tokyo Hospital 
7-3-1 Hongou, Bunkyou-ku, Tokyo 113-8655 
Tel : 00 81 3 5800 8716 
Fax : 00 81 3 5800 8765 
Email : imamura-t@umin.ac.jp 
 
KOREA (REPUBLIC OF) / COREE (REPUBLIQUE 
DE) / COREA (REPUBLICA DE) 
 
Mr.  Jongmin JEON 
Deputy Director - Bilateral Cooperation Division 
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 
#1, Joongang-dong, Kwachon-si - Kyunggi-do 427-719 
Tel : 00 82 2 500 1726 
Fax : 00 82 2 504 6659 
Email : jjeon@maf.go.kr 

Mlle Mi-Young CHO 
Senior Researcher 
Food Sanitation Council 
Ministry of Health and Welfare 
#5, Nokbun-Dong, Eunpyung-Gu 
Seoul, 122-704 
Tel : 00 82 2 380 1726 
Fax : 00 82 2 388 6396 
Email : chomiyoung@mohw.go.kr 
 
Dr.  Whachun YOO 
Senior Researcher 
Korea Health Industry Development Institute 
Department of Policy & Infrastructure Development 
57-1 Noryangjin-Dong, Dongjak-Gu 
Seoul 156-800 
Tel : 00 82 2 2194 7218 
Fax : 00 82 2 824 1763 
Email : yoowc@khidi.or.kr 
 
MADAGASCAR 
 
Dr. Luc J.D. RALAIMARINDAZA 
Chef de Service Hygiène Alimentaire 
Direction des Services Vétérinaires Malgaches 
Ministère de l’Agriculture, de l’Elevage et de la Pêche 
BP 530 
Antananarivo 
Tel : 00 261 22 665 35 
Fax : 00 261 22 665 34 
Email : dsv@simicro.mg 
 
MALAYSIA – MALAISIE - MALASIA 
 
Mme Noraini Bt. Dato’ Mohd. OTHMAN 
Deputy Director (Codex) 
Ministry of Health 
Food Quality Control Division 
Level 3, Block B - Health Offices Complex 
Jalan Cenderasari 
50590 Kuala Lumpur 
Tel : 00 60 3 26946601 ext 288 
Fax : 00 60 3 26946517 
Email : norainio@hotmail.com 
 
Mme Shamsinar Abdul TALIB 
Principal Assistant Director 
Ministry of Health - Food Quality Control Division 
Level 3, Block B - Health Offices Complex 
 Jalan Cenderasari   
50590 Kuala Lumpur 
Tel : 00 603 26946601 ext 253 
Fax : 00 603 26946517 
Email : shamsinar@moh.gov.my 
 
MALI 
 
Mr. Ousmane TOURE 
Conseiller Technique chargé de la Sécurité Sanitaire des 
Aliments - Point focal Codex Alimentarius 
Ministère de la Santé 
BP 232 Bamako 
Tel : 00 223  223 02 03 
Fax : 00 223 223 02 03 
Email : oussou_toure@hotmail.com 
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MEXICO - MEXIQUE 
 
Mr. Jorge Antonio LOPEZ ZARATE 
Subdirector para la Atención del Codex Alimentarius  
y otros Organismos 
Secretaría de Economía 
Av. Puente de Tecamachalco N° 6 
Col. Lomas de Tecamachalco 
C.P. 53950 
Naucalpan, Estado de México 
Tel : 00 52 55 57 29 93 00 ext. 4144 
Fax : 00 52 55 57 29 94 80 
Email : jorgez@economia.gob.mx 
 
Ms. Renée A. SALAS GUERRERO 
Subdirectora Ejecutiva de Operación Internacional 
Comisión Federal para la Protección contra Riesgos 
Sanitarios (COFEPRIS)  Secretaria de Salud 
Monterrey 33 
Col. Roma, Delegacion Cuauhtemoc 
México DF, CP 06700 
Tel : 00 52 55 14 85 86 
Fax : 00 52 55 14 20 73 
Email : rsalas@salud.gob.mx 
 
MOROCCO – MAROC - MARRUECOS 
 
Mr. BENAZZOUZ El-Maâti 
Chef de la Division de Recherche et Développement 
Laboratoire Officiel d’Analyse et de Recherches 
Chimiques 
Tel : 00 212 22 30 21 96 
Fax : 00 212 22 30 19 72 
Email : loarc@casanet.net.ma 
 
NETHERLANDS - PAYS-BAS - PAISES BAJOS 
 
Mme Nathalie SCHEIDEGGER 
Coordinator International Food Safety Policy 
Department of Food and Veterinary Affairs 
Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality 
P.O. Box 20401 
2500 EK The Hague 
Tel : 00 31 70 378 4693 
Fax : 00 31 70 378 6141 
Email : n.m.i.scheidegger@minlnv.nl 
 
Dr. Rob J. DORTLAND 
Director of the Departement for Nutrition and Health 
Protection 
Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sport 
P.O. Box 20350 
2500 EJ The Hague 
Tel : 00 31 70 340 69 66 
Fax : 00 31 70 340 55 54 
Email : rj.dortland@minvws.nl 
 

 
NEW ZEALAND/NOUVELLE ZELANDE 
NUEVA ZELANDIA 
 
Dr. Steve HATHAWAY 
Director 
Programme Development  Group 
New Zealand Food Safety Authority  
PO. Box 646 - Gisborne 
Tel. : 00 64 6 867 1144 
Fax : 00 64 6 868 5207 
Email : steve.hathaway@nzfsa.govt.nz 
 
Mr. Sundararaman RAJASEKAR 
Manager Codex Programme and Codex Coordinator and 
Contact Point for New Zealand 
New Zealand Food Safety Authority  
PO Box 2835 - Wellington 
Tel : 00 64 4 463 2576 
Fax : 00 64 4 463 2583 
Email : rajasekars@nzfsa.govt.nz 
 
NORWAY – NORVEGE - NORUEGA 
 
Mr Øystein OPDAHL 
Senior Adviser 
Section for Scientific, International and Legal affairs 
- Department for Control and Coordination  
Norwegian Food Control Authority  
PO Box 8187 Dep 
N-0034 Oslo 
Tel : 00 47 23 21 66 45 
Fax : 00 47 23 21 70 01 
E-mail: oystein.opdahl@snt.no 
 
Ms Bodil BLAKER 
Adviser  
Ministry of Health  
PO Box 8011 Dep 
N-0030 Oslo 
Tel : 00 47 22 24 86 02 
Fax : 00 47 22 24 86 56  
E-mail: bodil.blaker@hd.dep.no 
 
Mr Halvard KVAMSDAL 
Senior Adviser DVM 
Food Policy Department 
Royal Ministry of Agriculture 
P.O.Box 8007 Dep 
N-0030 OSLO 
Tel : 00 47 22 24 94 34 
Fax : 00 47 22 24 95 59 
E-mail : halvard.kvamsdal@ld.dep.no 
 
Mr Ivar A HELBAK 
Senior Adviser 
Norwegian Ministry of Fisheries 
PO Box 8118 Dep, 
N-0032 Oslo 
Tel : 00 47 22 24 64 20 
Fax : 00 47 22 24 56 78 
E-mail: ivar.helbak@fid.dep.no 
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PARAGUAY 
 
Mr. Juan Ignacio LIVIERES 
Ministre de l’Ambassade du Paraguay 
3 rue Saint-Dominique, 75007 Paris (France) 
Tel : 00 33 (0)1 42 22 85 05 
Fax : 00 33 (0)1 42 22 83 57 
Email : embarparf@noos.fr 
 
PHILIPPINES 
 
Mr. Noël DE LUNA 
Agricultural Attache 
Philippine Embassy 
Viale delle Medaglie d’Oro 112 
00136 Rome (Italie) 
Tel : 00 39 06 397 46717 
Fax : 00 39 06 398 89925 
Email  : philrepfao@libero.it 
 
POLAND – POLOGNE - POLONIA 
 
Mrs Anna BIENIEK 
Specialist in the National Codex Contact Point Department 
Agricultural and Food Quality Inspection 
30 Wspolna Street, 00-930 Warsaw 
Tel : 00 48 22 621 64 21 
Fax : 00 48 22 621 48 58 
Email : kodeks@ijhar-s.gov.pl 
 
PORTUGAL 
 
Mr. Antonio BIDARRA 
GPPAA 
Gabinete de Planeamento e Politica Agro-Alimentar 
Ministério da Agricultura do Desenvolvimento Rural edas 
Pescas 
Rua Padre Antonio Vieira n° 1, 5° 
1099-073 Lisboa 
Tel : 00 351 21 387 68 77 
Fax : 00 351 21 387 6635 
Email : abidarra@gppaa.min-agricultura.pt 
 
ROMANIA – ROUMANIE - RUMANIA 
 
Dr. Carmen MANEA 
Directeur Exécutif Adjoint 
Direction Sanitaire Vétérinaire 
70033 - Bucharest 
Tel : 00 40 21 348 05 65  - Fax : 00 40 21 348  
Email : dsvmb@pcnet.ro 
 
SINGAPORE – SINGAPOUR - SINGAPUR 
 
Dr. CHUA Tze Hoong 
Head, Standards & Legislation Branch 
Regulatory & Health Planning Division 
Food and Veterinary Administration 
Agri-food and Veterinary Authority 
5 Maxwell Road #18-00, Tower Block 
MND Complex - Singapore 069110 
Tel : 00 65 6325 7687 
Fax : 00 65 6220 6068 
Email : chua_tze_hoong@ava.gov.sg 

 
SLOVAKIA – SLOVAQUIE - ESLOVAQUIA 
 
Mr. Milan KOVAC 
Director - Food Research Institute 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Priemyselna 4, P.O. Box 25 
82475 Bratislava 26 Post Code 82475 
Tel : 00 421 2 5557 4622 
Fax : 00 421 2 5557 1417 
Email : milan.kovac@vup.sk 
 
SPAIN - ESPAGNE - ESPANA 
 
Dr. Felipe MITTELBRUNN GARCIA 
Consejero Técnico 
Secretaria de la Comision interministerial para la 
ordenacion alimentaria 
Agencia Espanola de Seguridad Alimentaria 
Ministerio de Sanidad y Consumo 
C/ Alcala 56 - 28071 Madrid 
Tel : 00 34 91 596 1346 
Fax : 00 34 91 596 4487 
Email : fmittelbrunn@msc.es 
 
Da Elisa REVILLA GARCIA 
Jefe del Area de Coordinacion Sectorial 
Subdireccion General de Planificacion Alimentaria 
Ministerio de Agricultura, Pesca y Alimentacion 
Paseo Infanta Isabel, 1 - Despacho S-33 
28071 – Madrid 
Tel : 00 34 91 347 45 96 
Fax : 00 34 91 347 57 28 
Email : erevilla@mapya.es 
 
SWEDEN – SUEDE - SUECIA 
 
Mme Eva ROLFSDOTTER LÖNBERG 
Codex Coordinator 
National Food Administration 
Box 622 - S-751 26 Uppsala 
Tel : 00 46 18 17 55 47 
Fax : 00 46 18 10 58 48 
Email : eva.lonberg@slv.se 
 
Mme Kerstin JANSSON 
Deputy Director 
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Fisheries 
S-103 33 Stockholm 
Tel : 00 46 8 405 11 68 
Fax : 00 46 8 2064 96 
Email : kerstin.jansson@agriculture.ministry.se 
 
SWITZERLAND – SUISSE - SUIZA 
 
Mme Awilo OCHIENG PERNET 
Responsable, Codex Alimentarius 
Office Fédéral de la Santé Publique 
Schwarzenburgstrasse 165 
CH-3003 Berne 
Tel : 00 41 31 322 00 41 
Fax : 00 41 31 322 95 74 
Email : awilo.ochieng@bag.admin.ch 
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Dr. Urs KLEMM 
Sous-Directeur 
Office Fédéral de la Santé Publique 
Schwarzenburgstrasse 165 
CH-3003 Berne 
Tel : 00 41 31 322 95 03 
Fax : 00 41 31 322 95 74 
Email : urs.klemm@bag.admin.ch 
 
Mme Irina DU BOIS 
Nestec Ltd 
Avenue Nestlé 55 
CH-1800 Vevey 
Tel : 00 41 21 924 22 61 
Fax : 00 41 21 924 45 47 
Email : irina.dubois@nestle.com 
 
SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC 
RÉPUBLIQUE ARABE SYRIENNE 
REPUBLICA ARABE SIRIA 
 
Dr. Raeda AMAYRI 
Specialist in Laboratory diagnosis 
Ministry of Health 
Gassani Street, Al qusoor 
Damascus 
Tel : 00 963 11 44 13 445 
Fax : 00 963 11 44 42  153 
Email : health-min@net.sy 
 
THAILAND – THAILANDE - TAILANDIA 
 
Mme Metanee SUKONTARUG 
Director, Office of Commodity and System Standards 
National Bureau of Agricultural Commodity and Food 
Standards 
Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives 
Rajadamnern Nok Avenue 
Bangkok 10200 
Tel : 00 66 2280 3900 
Fax : 00 66 2280 3899 
Email : metanee@acfs.go.th 
 
Mme Oratai SILAPANAPAPORN 
Assistant Director, Office of Commodity and System 
Standards 
National Bureau of Agricultural Commodity and Food 
Standards 
Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives 
Rajadamnern Nok Avenue 
Bangkok 10200 
Tel : 00 66 2280 3887 
Fax : 00 66 2629 9654 
Email : oratai@acfs.go.th 
 
Mme Warnwara INTARAPRASIT 
Deputy Manager (International Trade) 
Thai Food Processors’ Association 
170/21-22, Ocean Tower 1Bldg 
Ratchadapisek Road, Klongtoey 
Bangkok 10110 
Tel : 00 66 2261 2684-6 
Fax : 00 66 2261 2996-7 
Email : thaifood@thaifood.org 
 

TUNISIA – TUNISIE 
 
Mr. AMARA MEFTAH 
Directeur Général des Industries Alimentaires 
Ministère de l’Industrie et de l’Energie 
Rue n° 8001 – Cité Montplaisir 
Tunis 
Tel :  00 216 71 289 562 
Fax : 00 213 71 789 159 
Email : mefteh-amara@email.ati.tn 
 
Mme  HERMASI MELIKA 
Chef de Service 
Centre Technique de l’Agro-Alimentaire 
12 rue de l’Usine 
2035 La Charquia 
Tel : 00 216 71 940 081 
Fax : 00 216 71 941 080 
Email : codextunisie@email.ati.tn 
 
UNITED KINGDOM - ROYAUME-UNI - 
REINO UNIDO 
 
Mme Barbara RICHARDS 
Head of Division 
(Corporate Secretariat, Consumers and International) 
Food Standards Agency - Room 612C 
Aviation House - 125 Kingway 
London, WC2B 6NH 
Tel : 00 44 20 7276 8610 
Fax : 00 44 20 7276 8004 
Email : barbara.richards@foodstandards.gsi.gov.uk 
 
Mr. Michael WIGHT 
Head of Branch 
European Union and International Strategy 
Food Standards Agency – Room 612c 
Aviation House - 125 Kingsway 
London, WC2B 6NH 
Tel : 00 44 20 7276 8183 
Fax : 00 44 20 7276 8004 
Email : michael.wight@foodstandards.gsi.gov.uk 
 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
ETATS UNIS D’AMERIQUE 
ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMERICA 
 
Dr. Elsa MURANO 
Under Secretary 
Office of Food Safety 
US Department of Agriculture 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW 
Room 227 E 
Washington, DC 20250 
Tel : 00 1 202 720 0350 
Fax : 00 1 202 690 0820 
Email : elsa.murano@usda.gov 
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Dr. F. Edward SCARBROUGH 
U.S. Manager for Codex 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Food Safety and Inspection Service 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW 
Room 4861 - South Building 
Washington, DC 20250 
Tel : 00 1 202 205 7760 
Fax : 00 1 202 720 3157 
Email : ed.scarbrough@fsis.usda.gov 
 
Mr.  L. Robert LAKE 
Director - Office of Regulations and Policy 
Center for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition 
Food and Drug Administration (HFS-004) 
Harvey Wiley Federal Building 
5100 Paint Branch Parkway 
College Park, MD 20740 
Tel : 00 1 301 436 2379 
Fax : 00 1 301 436 2668 
Email : rlake@cfsan.fda.gov 
 
Mr. Geoffrey WIGGIN 
Counselor – Agricultural Affairs 
Foreign Agriculture Service (Rome) 
American Embassy (FODAG) 
PSC 59 Box 31 
APO AE 09624 
Tel : 00 39 06 4674 3507 
Fax : 00 39 06 4674 3520 
Fax : wiggingw@state.gov 
 
Mr. Philip WALL 
Director, 
Office of Agricultural, Biotechnology and 
Texile Trade Policy Affairs 
US State Department 
2201 C Street NW 
Washington, DC 20520 
Tel : 00 1 202 647 3090 
Fax : 00 1 202 647 1894 
Email : wallpr@state.gov 
 
Mr. David L. JOHNSON 
Chief Counsel 
US Senate Agriculture Committee 
328A Russell Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
Tel : 00 1 202 224 6555 
Fax : 00 1 202 228 4575 
 
Mme Linda SWACINA 
Deputy Administrator 
Food Safety and Inspection Service 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW 
Room 331 E 
Washington, DC 20250 
Tel : 00 1 202 720 7900 
Fax : 00 1 202 205 0158 
Email : Linda.Swacina@usda.gov 
 

 
Dr. H. Michael WEHR 
Director - Codex Program Staff 
US Department of Agriculture 
Food Safety Inspection Service 
1400 Independence Ave, SW 
Room 3843 South Building 
Washington, DC20250 
Tel : 00 1 202 720 2933 
Fax : 00 1 202 720 6050 
Email : michael.wehr@fsis.usda.gov 
 
Mr. Danny SPELLACY 
Confidential Assistant 
Office of Food Safety 
US Department of Agriculture 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW 
Room 227 E 
Washington, DC 20250 
Tel : 00 1 202 720 7356 
Fax : 00 1 202 690 0820 
Email : daniel.spellacy@usda.gov 
 
Mr. Steve HAWKINS 
International Issues Analysis 
Food Safety and Inspection Service 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW 
Room 1156 - South Building 
Washington, DC 20205 
Tel : 00 1 202 690 1022 
Fax : 00 1 202 720 3157 
Email : stephen.hawkins@fsis.usda.gov 
 
Mr. Johnnie G. NICHOLS 
Director 
Technical Services 
National Milk Producers Federation 
2101 Wilson Blvd. 
Arlington, VA 22201 
Tel : 00 1 703 243 6111, Ext. 344 
Fax : 00 1 703 841 9328 
Email : jnichols@nmpf.org 
 
CHAIR, CODEX ALIMENTARIUS COMMISSION 
PRESIDENT DE LA COMMISSION DU CODEX 
ALIMENTARIUS 
PRESIDENTE, COMISIÓN DEL CODEX 
ALIMENTARIUS 
 
Dr. Stuart SLORACH 
Deputy Director-General 
National Food Administration 
Box 622 
S-751 26 Uppsala 
Tel : 00 46 18 17 55 94 
Fax : 00 46 18 10 58 48 
Email : stsl@slv.se 
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INTERNATIONAL GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 
ORGANISATIONS GOUVERNEMENTALES 
INTERNATIONALES 
ORGANIZACIONES GUBERNAMENTALES 
INTERNACIONALES 
 
EUROPEAN COMMUNITY/ COMMUNAUTE 
EUROPEENNE/ COMUNIDADEUROPEA 
 
Mr. Henri BELVEZE 
Chef d’Unité adjoint 
Direction Générale Santé 
Protection des consommateurs 
Commission Européenne 
200 rue de la Loi 
B-1049 Bruxelles (Belgique) 
Tel : 00 32 2 296 28 12 
Fax : 00 32 2 299 85 66 
Email : henri.belveze@cec.eu.int 
 
Mr. Jérôme LEPEINTRE 
Administrateur 
Commission Européenne 
B232 5/3 
B-1049 Bruxelles (Belgique) 
Tel : 00 32 2 299 3701 
Fax : 00 32 2 296 4272 
Email : jerome.lepeintre@cec.eu.int 
 
COUNCIL OF MINISTERS OF THE EUROPEAN 
UNION (EU COUNCIL) 
 
Mr. Kari TÖLLIKKÖ 
Principal Administrateur 
Secrétariat Général du Conseil de l’Union Européenne 
175 rue de la Loi 
B-1048 Bruxelles (Belgique) 
Tel : 00 32 2 285 78 41 
Fax : 00 32 2 285 61 98 
Email : kari.tollikko@consilium.eu.int 
 
O.I.E. (Office International des Epizooties) 
 
Mr. Jean-Luc ANGOT 
Chef du Service administratif et financier 
Office International des Epizooties 
12 rue de Prony 
75017 Paris (France) 
Tel : 00 33 (0)1 44 15 18 88 
Fax : 00 33 (0)1 42 67 09 87 
Email : j-l.angot@oie.int 
 
O.I.V. (Office International de la Vigne et du Vin) 
 
Mr. Yann JUBAN 
Chef d’Unité « Droit, Réglementation et 
Organisations Internationales » 
18 rue d’Aguesseau - 75008 Paris (France) 
Tel : 00 33 (0)1 44 94 80 95 
Fax : 00 33 (0)1 42 66 90 63 
Email : yjuban@oiv.int 
 

Mr. Jean-Claude RUF 
Chef d’Unité « Vin, Nutrition et Santé – Œnologie » 
18 rue d’Aguesseau - 75008 Paris (France) 
Tel : 00 33 (0)1 44 94 80 80 
Fax : 00 33 (0)1 42 66 90 63 
Email : jruf@oiv.int 
 
INTERNATIONAL NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 
ORGANISATIONS NON-GOUVERNEMENTALES 
INTERNATIONALES 
ORGANIZATIONS INTERNACIONALES NO 
GUBERNAMENTALES 
 
49P (49th Parallel Biotechnology Consortium) 
 
Prof. Philip L. BEREANO 
Co-Director - 49th Parallel Biotechnology Consortium 
3807 S. Mc Clellan Street 
Seattle, Washington 98144 (USA) 
Tel : 00 1 206 725 4211 
Fax : 00 1 206 543 8858 
Email : pbereano@u.washington.edu 
 
Mr. Eliott PEACOCK 
Senior Research Associate 
49th Parallel Biotechnology Consortium 
3807 S. Mc Clellan Street 
Seattle, Washington 98144 (USA) 
Tel : 00 1 206 227 2067 
Fax : 00 1 206 543 8858 
Email : peacock@u.washington.edu 
 
AEDA/EFLA (Association Européenne pour le Droit 
de l’Alimentation) 
 
Mme Nicole COUTRELIS 
Secrétaire Général - AEDA 
C/O Coutrelis et Associés 
235 rue de la Loi 
B-1040 Bruxelles (Belgique) 
Tel : 00 32 2 230 48 45 
Fax : 00 32 2 230 82 06 
Email : efla_aeda@hotmail.com 
 
Mr. Guy VALKENBORG 
Council member 
AEDA 
C/O Coutrelis et Associés 
235 rue de la Loi 
B-1040 Bruxelles (Belgique) 
Tel : 00 32 2 230 48 45 
Fax : 00 32 2 230 82 06 
Email : guyvalkenborg@eas.be 
 
BIO (Biotechnology Industry Organization) 
 
Mr. Eddie KIMBRELL 
Consultant 
Biotechnology Industry Organization 
1225 Eye Street N.W. Suite 400 
Washington D.C. 20005 (USA) 
Tel : 00 1 202 962 9200 
Fax : 00 1 202 962 9201 
Email : edkim@aol.com 
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CEFS (Comité Européen des Fabricants de Sucre) 
 
Dr. Nathalie HENIN 
Conseiller Scientifique 
Comité Européen des Fabricants de Sucre 
182 avenue de Tervuren 
B-1150 Bruxelles (Belgique) 
Tel : 00 32 2 762 0760 
Fax : 00 32 2 771 0026 
Email : nathalie.henin@cefs.org 
 
CONSUMERS INTERNATIONAL 
 
Mme Sue DAVIES 
Consumers’Association 
2 Marylebone Road 
London NW1 4DF (Royaume-Uni) 
Tel : 00 44 20 7770 7274 
Fax : 00 44 20 7770 7666 
Email : sue.davies@which.co.uk 
 
Mr. Steve SUPPAN 
Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy 
2105 First Avenue South 
Minneapolis, MN 55404, (USA) 
Tel : 00 1 612 870 3413 
Fax : 001 628 704 846 
Email : ssuppan@iatp.org 
 
Prof. Sri Ram KHANNA 
Voluntary Organisation in Interest of Consumer Education 
(VOICE) 
441, Jungpura, Mathura Road 
New Delhi 110014 (Inde) 
Tel : 00 91 11 24319078 & 80 
Fax : 00 91 11 24319081 
Email : cvoice@vsnl.net 
 
CROPLIFE International 
 
Mr. Mark MANSOUR 
Keller and Heckman LLP 
1001 G. Street, Suite 500 West 
Washington, DC 20001 (USA) 
Tel : 00 1 202 434 42 33 
Fax : 00 1 202 434 46 46 
Email : mansour@khlaw.com 
 
ENSA (European Natural Soyfoods Manufacturers 
Association) 
 
Mme Renate HOCHWIESER 
Secretariat - ENSA 
Rue de l’Association, 50 
B – 1000 Bruxelles (Belgique) 
Tel : 00 32 2 209 1141 
Fax : 00 32 2 219 7342 
Email : secretariat@ensa.be 
 
Mr. Conny JVENSSON 
Secretariat - ENSA 
Rue de l’Association, 50 - B – 1000 Bruxelles (Belgique) 
Tel : 00 32 2 209 1141 
Fax : 00 32 2 219 7342 
Email : secretariat@ensa.be 

IBA (International Banana Association) 
 
Mme Cecilia P. GASTON 
Managing Scientist - Exponent 
1730 Rhode Island Ave. N.W., Suite 1100 
Washington, D.C. 20036 (USA) 
Tel : 00 1 202 772 4900 
Fax : 00 1 202 772 4979 
Email : cgaston@exponent.com 
 
ICA (International Cooperative Alliance) 
 
Mr. Kazuo ONITAKE 
Safety Policy service 
Japanese Consumrers' Co-operative Union 
Co-op Plaza,  
3-29-8, Shibuya, Shibuyaku, 
Tokyo, 150-8913 (Japan) 
Tel : 00 81-3-5778-8109 
Fax :00 81-3-5778-8002 
E-mail : kazuo.onitake@jccu.coop 
 
ICC (International Chamber of Commerce) 
 
Dr. Janet E. COLLINS 
Global Organization Director 
Monsanto Company 
600 13th Street, NW 
Suite 660 
Washington DC20005 (USA) 
Tel : 00 1 202 383 2861 
Fax : 00 1 202 783 1924 
Email : janet.e.collins@monsanto.com 
 
ICGMA (International Council of Grocery 
Manufacturers Association) 
 
Mme Mari STULL 
Director 
International Regulatory Policy 
Grocery Manufacturers of America 
2401 Pennsylvania Avene, NW, Second Floor 
Washington, DC 20037 (USA) 
Tel : 00 1 202 337 9400 
Fax : 00 1 202 337 4508 
Email : mstull@gmabrands.com 
 
IDF/FIL (International Dairy Federation) 
 
Mme Dominique BUREL 
Responsable Réglementation 
Association Laitière Française / CNIEL 
43 rue de Châteaudun 
75314 Paris Cedex 9 (France) 
Tel : 00 33 (0)1 49 70 71 15 
Fax : 00 33 (0)1 42 80 63 45 
Email : dburel-alf@cniel.com 
 
Mr. Thomas KÜTZEMEIER 
Verband der Deutschen Milchwirtschaft 
Meckenheimer Allee 137 
D-53115 Bonn (Allemagne) 
Tel : 00 49 228 98 24 30 
Fax : 00 49 228 98 24 320 
Email : info@vdm-deutschland.de 
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IFU (International Federation of Fruit Juice 
Producters) 
 
Mr. Paul ZWIKER 
International Federation of Fruit Juice Producers (IFU) 
Postfach 45 
CH-9220 Bischofszell (Suisse) 
Tel : 00 41 71 420 06 44 
Fax : 00 41 71 420 06 43 
Email : zwiker@bluewin.ch 
 
ISDI (International Special Dietary Foods Industries) 
 
Mme Alice GRAVEREAUX 
Scientific and Regulatory Affairs 
194 rue de Rivoli 
75001 Paris (France) 
Tel : 00 33 (0)1 53 45 87 87 
Fax : 00 33 (0)1 53 45 87 80 
Email : alice.gravereaux@wanadoo.fr 
 
IUFoST 
 
Dr. Eduardo MENDEZ 
Advisor 
IUFoST 
P.O. Box 60 486 
Mexico D.F. CP 03800 (Mexique) 
Tel : 00 52 55 55 95 09 16 
Fax : 00 52 55 55 95 88 82 
Email : ermendezmx@terra.com.mx 
 
JOINT FAO/WHO SECRETARIAT 
 
Dr. Kazuaki MIYAGISHIMA 
Secretary, Codex Alimentarius Commission 
Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme 
FAO - Via delle Terme di Caracalla 
Rome 00100 (Italie) 
Tel : 00 39 06 5705 4390 
Fax : 00 39 06 5705 4593 
Email : kazuaki.miyagishima@fao.org 
 
Mme Selma H. DOYRAN 
Food Standards Officer 
Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme 
FAO - Via delle Terme di Caracalla 
Rome 00100 (Italie) 
Tel : 00 39 06 5705 5826 
Fax : 00 39 06 5705 4593 
Email : selma.doyran@fao.org 
 
FAO 
 
Mr. Jean-Louis JOUVE 
Chief 
Food Quality and Standards Service 
Food and Nutrition Division 
FAO - Via delle Terme di Caracalla 
Rome 00100 (Italie) 
Tel : 00 39 06 5705 5858 
Fax : 00 39 06 5705 4593 
Email : jean-louis.jouve@fao.org 
 

 
WHO 
 
Mme Mary VALLANJON 
Liaison Officer 
Food Safety Department 
World Health Organization 
20 Avenue Appia 
1211 Genève 27 (Suisse) 
Tel : 00 41 22 791 23 73 
Fax : 00 41 22 791 48 07 
Email : vallanjonm@who.int 
 
LEGAL COUNSEL 
CONSEILLER JURIDIQUE 
ASESOR JURIDICO 
 
Mr. Antonio TAVARES 
Legal Counsel 
Legal Office 
FAO 
Via delle Terme di Caracalla  
Rome 00100 (Italie) 
Tel : 00 39 06 5705 51 32 
Fax : 00 39 06 5705 4593 
Email : antonio.tavares@fao.org 
 
Mr. Gian Luca BURCI 
Senior Legal Officer 
Office of the Legal Counsel 
WHO 
20 avenue Appia 
CH-1211 Geneve 27 (Suisse) 
Tel : 00 41 22 791 47 54 
Fax : 00 41 22 791 41 58 
Email : burcig@who.int 
 
FRENCH SECRETARIAT 
SECRETARIAT FRANCAIS 
 
Mr. Pascal AUDEBERT 
Point Contact Français SGCI/CODEX 
Carré Austerlitz 
2 boulevard Diderot 
75572 Paris Cedex 12 (France) 
Tel : 00 33 (0)1 44 87 16 03 
Fax : 00 33 (0)1 44 87 16 04 
Email : pascal.audebert@sgci.gouv.fr 
Email : sgci-codex-fr@sgci.gouv.fr 
 
Mr. Christophe LEPRETRE 
Ministère de l'Agriculture, de l’Alimentation, de la Pêche 
et des Affaires Rurales - D.G.A.L. 
251 rue de Vaugirard 
75732 Paris Cedex 15 (France) 
Tel : 00 33 (0)1 49 55 55 84 
Fax : 00 33 (0)1 49 55 59 48 
Email : christophe.lepretre@agriculture.gouv.fr 
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Mme Geneviève RAOUX 
Ministère de l’Economie, des Finances et de l’Industrie 
D.G.C.C.R.F. 
59 boulevard Vincent Auriol 
75703 Paris Cedex 13 (France) 
Tel : 00 33 (0)1 44 97 29 68 
Fax : 00 33 (0)1 44 97 30 37 
Email : genevieve.raoux@dgccrf.finances.gouv.fr 
 
Mr. Alexandre BEAUDOIN 
SGCI/CODEX 
Carré Austerlitz 
2 boulevard Diderot 
75572 Paris Cedex 12 (France) 
Tel : 00 33 (0)1 44 87 16 03 
Fax : 00 33 (0)1 44 87 16 04 
 
Mme Sophie CHARLOT 
Ministère de l’Economie, des Finances et de l’Industrie 
D.G.C.C.R.F. 
59 boulevard Vincent Auriol 
75703 Paris Cedex 13 (France) 
Tel : 00 33 (0)1 44 97 29 63 
Fax : 00 33 (0)1 44 97 30 37 
Email : sophie.charlot@dgccrf.finances.gouv.fr 
 
Mlle Carole HUMBERT 
Ministère de l'Agriculture, de l’Alimentation, de la Pêche 
et des Affaires Rurales - D.G.A.L. 
251 rue de Vaugirard 
75732 Paris Cedex 15 (France) 
Tel : 00 33 (0)1 49 55 81 21 
Fax : 00 33 (0)1 49 55 59 48 
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ALINORM 04/27/33 
APPENDIX II 

 

 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE RULES OF PROCEDURE 

(New text and numbering appear in bold) 

 

RULE III.   OFFICERS1 

1. The Commission shall elect a Chairperson and three Vice-Chairpersons from among the representatives, 
alternates and advisers (hereinafter referred to as “delegates”) of the Members of the Commission;  it being 
understood that no delegate shall be eligible without the concurrence of the head of his delegation.  They 
shall be elected at each session and shall hold office from the end of the session at which they were elected 
until the end of the following regular session.  The Chairperson and Vice-Chairpersons may remain in office 
only with the continuing endorsement of the respective Member of the Commission of which they were a 
delegate at the time of election.  The Directors-General of FAO and WHO shall declare a position vacant 
when advised by the Member of the Commission that such endorsement has ceased. The Chairperson and 
Vice-Chairpersons shall be eligible for re-election but after having served two consecutive terms shall be 
ineligible to hold such office for the next succeeding term. 

2. The Chairperson, or in his absence a Vice-Chairperson, shall preside at meetings of the Commission and 
exercise such other function as may be required to facilitate the work of the Commission.  A Vice-
Chairperson acting as Chairperson shall have the same powers and duties as the Chairperson. 

3. When neither the Chairperson nor the Vice-Chairperson are able to serve and, on the request of the 
outgoing Chairperson, during elections for the Chairperson, the Directors-General of FAO and WHO shall 
appoint a staff member to act as Chairperson, until either a temporary Chairperson or a new Chairperson has 
been elected.  Any temporary Chairperson so elected shall hold office until the Chairperson or one of the 
Vice-Chairpersons is able to serve again. 

4. The Commission may appoint one or more rapporteurs from among the delegates of the Members of the 
Commission. 

5. The Directors-General of FAO and WHO shall be requested to appoint from the staffs of their 
organizations a Secretary of the Commission and such other officials, likewise responsible to them, as may 
be necessary to assist the officers and the Secretary in performing all duties that the work of the Commission 
may require. 

RULE IV. COORDINATORS 

1. The Commission may appoint a Coordinator from among the Members of the Commission for any of the 
geographic locations enumerated in Rule V.1 (hereinafter referred to as “regions”) or for any group of 
countries specifically enumerated by the Commission (hereinafter referred to as ‘groups of countries’), 
whenever it may find, on the basis of a proposal of a majority of the Members of the Commission which 
constitute the region or group, that work for the Codex Alimentarius in the countries concerned so requires. 

2. Appointment of Coordinators shall be made exclusively on the proposal of a majority of the Members of 
the Commission which constitute the region or group of countries concerned.  Coordinators shall hold office 
from the end of the session of the Commission at which they were appointed until not later than the end of 
the third succeeding regular session, the precise term being determined by the Commission in each instance.  
After having served two consecutive terms, the Coordinators shall be ineligible to hold such office for the 
next succeeding term. 

3. The functions of the Coordinators shall be: 

                                                 
1  Reference is made to the 13th Edition of the Procedural Manual. 
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(i) to assist and coordinate the work of the Codex Committees set up under Rule XI.1(b)(i)2 in 
their region or group of countries in the preparation of draft standards, guidelines and other 
recommendations for submission to the Commission; 

(ii) to assist the Executive Committee and the Commission, as required, by advising them of the 
views of countries and recognized regional intergovernmental and non-government 
organizations in their respective regions on matters under discussion or of interest. 

 (d) In order to carry out their functions, Coordinators shall participate in the Executive Committee as 
Observers. 

RULE V.  EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE3 

1. The Executive Committee shall consist of the Chairperson and the Vice-Chairpersons of the 
Commission, and the Coordinators appointed on the basis of Rule IV together with seven further 
Members elected by the Commission at regular sessions from among the Members of the Commission, 
one each coming from the following geographic locations: Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America and the 
Caribbean, Near East, North America, South-West Pacific. Not more than one delegate from any one 
country shall be a member of the Executive Committee.  Members elected on a geographic basis shall 
hold office from the end of the session of the Commission at which they were elected until the end of 
the second succeeding regular session and shall be eligible for re-election, but after having served two 
consecutive terms shall be ineligible to hold such office for the next succeeding term. 

2. The Executive Committee shall, between sessions of the Commission, act on behalf of the 
Commission as its executive organ.  In particular, the Executive Committee may make proposals to the 
Commission regarding general orientation, strategic planning, and programming of the work of the 
Commission, study special problems and shall assist in the management of the Commission’s 
programme of standards development, namely by conducting a critical review of proposals to 
undertake work and monitoring the progress of standards development. 

3. The Executive Committee shall consider specific matters referred to it by the Directors-
General of FAO and WHO as well as the estimate of expenditure for the Commission’s proposed 
programme of work as described in Rule XIII.14. 

4. The Executive Committee may establish such sub-committees from among its Members as it 
may deem necessary to enable it to exercise its functions as effectively as possible. Such sub-
committees should be limited in numbers, carry out preparatory work and report to the Executive 
Committee. The Executive Committee shall appoint one of the Vice-Chairpersons of the Commission 
to serve as chairpersons of any such sub-committee. Consideration should be given to an appropriate 
geographical balance in the membership of sub-committees. 

5. The Chairperson and Vice-Chairpersons of the Commission shall be respectively the Chairperson 
and Vice-Chairpersons of the Executive Committee. 

6. Sessions of the Executive Committee may be convened as often as necessary by the Directors-
General of FAO and WHO, in consultation with the Chairperson. The Executive Committee shall normally 
meet immediately prior to each session of the Commission. 

7.  The Executive Committee shall report to the Commission. 

                                                 
2  Rule X.1 (b)(i) in the 13th Edition of the Procedural Manual. Changes in numbering are due to the presentation 

of the section on Coordinators as a separate Rule IV. 
3 Rule IV in the 13th Edition of the Procedural Manual.  
4  Rule XII.1 in the 13th Edition of the Procedural Manual 
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RULE XIII.  BUDGET AND EXPENSES5 

 
1. The Directors-General of FAO and WHO shall prepare for consideration by the Commission at its 
regular sessions an estimate of expenditure based on the proposed programme of work of the Commission 
and its subsidiary bodies, together with information concerning expenditures for the previous financial 
period. This estimate, with such modifications as may be considered appropriate by the Directors-General in 
the light of recommendations made by the Commission, shall subsequently be incorporated in the Regular 
Budgets of the two Organizations for approval by the appropriate governing bodies. 

2.  The estimate of expenditure shall make provisions for the operating expenses of the Commission and 
the subsidiary bodies of the Commission established under Rule XI.1(a) and XI.1(b)(ii)6 and for the 
expenses relating to staff assigned to the Programme and other expenditures incurred in connection with the 
servicing of the latter.  

3. The estimate of expenditure shall make provision for the travel expenses (including a daily 
subsistence allowance) of members of the Executive Committee from developing countries for the 
purpose of participating in meetings of the Executive Committee. 

4. The operating costs of subsidiary bodies established under Rule XI.1(b)(i)6 (Codex Committees) 
shall be borne by each Member accepting the Chair of such a body. The estimate of expenditure may include 
a provision for such costs involved in preparatory work as may be recognized as operating expenses of the 
Commission in accordance with the provisions of Article 10 of the Statutes of the Commission. 

5. Except as provided for in Rule XIII. 3, the estimate of expenditure shall make no provision for 
expenses, including travel, incurred by delegations of the Members of the Commission or of observers 
referred to in Rule IX7, in connection with their attendance at sessions of the Commission or its 
subsidiary bodies.  Should experts be invited by the Directors-General of FAO or WHO to attend sessions 
of the Commission and its subsidiary bodies in their individual capacity, their expenses shall be borne out of 
the regular budgetary funds available for the work of the Commission. 

                                                 
5  Rule XII in the 13th Edition of the Procedural Manual. 
6  Rule X.1(a) and X.1 (b) in the 13th Edition of the Procedural Manual. 
7  Rule VIII  in the 13th Edition of the Procedural Manual. 
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ALINORM 04/27/33 
APPENDIX III 

 
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE PROCEDURES FOR THE ELABORATION OF CODEX 

STANDARDS AND RELATED TEXTS 

Note: Throughout this text the word “Standard” is meant to include any of the recommendations of the 
Commission intended to be submitted to Governments for acceptance. Except for provisions relating to 
acceptance, the Procedures apply mutatis mutandis to codes of practice and other texts of an advisory nature. 
 
INTRODUCTION 

The full procedure for the elaboration of Codex standards is as follows.  

1. The Commission shall implement a unified approach in the area of standards development by 
taking its decisions, based on a strategic planning process (“standards management”) (See Part 1 of 
this document). 

2. An on-going critical review shall ensure that proposals for new work and draft standards 
submitted to the Commission for adoption continue to meet the strategic priorities of the Commission 
and can be developed within a reasonable period of time, taking into account the requirements and 
availability of scientific expert advice (See Part 2 of this document). 

3. The Commission decides, taking into account the outcome of the on-going critical review conducted 
by the Executive Committee, that a standard should be elaborated and also which subsidiary body or other 
body should undertake the work. Decisions to elaborate standards may also be taken by subsidiary bodies of 
the Commission in accordance with the above-mentioned outcome subject to subsequent approval by the 
Commission at the earliest possible opportunity. The Secretariat arranges for the preparation of a “proposed 
draft standard” which is circulated to governments for comments and is then considered in the light of these 
by the subsidiary body concerned which may present the text to the Commission as a “draft standard”. If the 
Commission adopts the “draft standard” it is sent to governments for further comments and in the light of 
these and after further consideration by the subsidiary body concerned, the Commission reconsiders the draft 
and may adopt it as a “Codex standard”. The procedure is described in Part 3 of this document. 

4. The Commission or any subsidiary body, subject to the confirmation of the Commission may decide that 
the urgency of elaborating a Codex standard is such that an accelerated elaboration procedure should be 
followed. While taking this decision, all appropriate matters shall be taken into consideration, including the 
likelihood of new scientific information becoming available in the immediate future. The accelerated 
elaboration procedure is described in Part 4 of this document. 

5. The Commission or the subsidiary body or other body concerned may decide that the draft be returned 
for further work at any appropriate previous Step in the Procedure. The Commission may also decide that the 
draft be held at Step 8. 

6. The Commission may authorise, on the basis of two-thirds majority of votes cast, the omission of Steps 6 
and 7, where such an omission is recommended by the Codex Committee entrusted with the elaboration of 
the draft. Recommendations to omit steps shall be notified to Members and interested international 
organizations as soon as possible after the session of the Codex Committee concerned. When formulating 
recommendations to omit Steps 6 and 7, Codex Committees shall take all appropriate matters into 
consideration, including the need for urgency, and the likelihood of new scientific information becoming 
available in the immediate future.  

7. The Commission may at any stage in the elaboration of a standard entrust any of the remaining Steps to a 
Codex Committee or other body different from that to which it was previously entrusted. 



 
 

37

8. It will be for the Commission itself to keep under review the revision of “Codex standards”. The 
procedure for revision should, mutatis mutandis, be that laid down for the elaboration of Codex standards, 
except that the Commission may decide to omit any other step or steps of that Procedure where, in its 
opinion, an amendment proposed by a Codex Committee is either of an editorial nature or of a substantive 
nature but consequential to provisions in similar standards adopted by the Commission at Step 8. 

9. Codex standards are published and governments are invited to notify the Commission’s Secretariat of the 
status or use of the Codex standard in accordance with their established legal and administrative procedures. 
They are also sent to international organizations to which competence in the matter has been transferred by 
their Member States (See Part 5 of this document). Details of notifications are published periodically by the 
Commission’s Secretariat. 

PART 1. STRATEGIC PLANNING PROCESS 

1. Taking into account the “Criteria for the Establishment of Work Priorities”, the strategic plan shall 
state broad priorities against which individual proposals for standards (and revision of standards) can 
be evaluated during the critical review process. 

2. The strategic plan shall cover a six-year period and shall be renewed every two years on a rolling 
basis.  

PART 2. CRITICAL REVIEW 

Proposals to Undertake New Work or to Revise a Standard 

1. Prior to approval for development, each proposal for new work or revision of a standard, shall be 
accompanied by a project document, prepared by the Committee or Member proposing new work or 
revision of a standard, detailing :  

• the purposes and the scope of the standard ; 

• its relevance and timeliness ; 

• the main aspects to be covered ; 

• an assessment against the Criteria for the establishment of work priorities ; 

• relevance to the Codex strategic objectives ; 

• information on the relation between the proposal and other existing Codex documents; 

• identification of any requirement for and availability of expert scientific advice ;  

• identification of any need for technical input to the standard from external bodies so that this 
can be planned for; 

• the proposed time-line for completion the new work, including the start date, the proposed 
date for adoption at Step 5, and the proposed date for adoption by the Commission ; the time 
frame for developing a standard should not normally exceed five years. 

2. The decision to undertake new work or to revise standards shall be taken by the Commission on 
the basis a critical review conducted by  the Executive Committee.  

3. The critical review includes:  

• examination of proposals for development/revision of standards, taking into account the 
“Criteria for the Establishment of Work Priorities", the strategic plan of the Commission and 
the required supporting work of independent risk assessment; 

•  identifying the standard setting needs of developing countries; 

• advice on establishment and dissolution of committees and task forces, including ad hoc cross-
committee task forces (in areas where work falls within several committee mandates); and  

• preliminary assessment of the need for expert scientific advice and the availability of such 
advice from FAO, WHO or other relevant expert bodies, and the prioritisation of that advice.  



 
 

38 

4. The decision to undertake new work or revision of individual maximum residue limits for 
pesticides or veterinary drugs, or the maintenance of the General Standard on Food Additives, the 
General Standard on contaminants and toxins in foods, the Food categorisation system and the 
International numbering System, shall follow the procedures established by the Committees concerned 
and endorsed by the Commission. 

Monitoring Progress of Standards Development 

5. The Executive Committee shall review the status of development of draft standards against the 
time frame agreed by the Commission and shall report its findings to the Commission. 

6. The Executive Committee may propose an extension of the time frame; cancellation of work; or 
propose that the work be undertaken by a Committee other than the one to which it was originally 
entrusted, including the establishment of a limited number of ad hoc subsidiary bodies, if appropriate. 

7. The critical review process shall ensure that progress in the development of standards is consistent 
with the envisaged time frame, that draft standards submitted to the Commission for adoption have 
been fully considered at Committee level, and that they are technically and legally sound. 

8. Monitoring shall take place against the time line deemed necessary and revisions in the coverage of 
the standard shall need to be specifically endorsed by the Commission.  

This shall therefore include:  

• monitoring of progress in developing standards and advising what corrective action should be 
taken; 

• examining proposed standards from Codex committees, before they are submitted to the 
Commission for adoption :  

• for consistency with the mandate of Codex, the decisions of the Commission, and 
existing Codex texts; 

• to ensure that the requirements of the endorsement procedure have been fulfilled, 
where appropriate, 

• for format and presentation, and 

• for linguistic consistency. 

  
PART 3: UNIFORM PROCEDURE FOR THE ELABORATION OF CODEX STANDARDS AND 
RELATED TEXTS 

Steps 1, 2 and 3 

(1) The Commission decides, taking into account the outcome of the critical review conducted by the 
Executive Committee, to elaborate a World-wide Codex Standard and also decides which subsidiary 
body or other body should undertake the work. A decision to elaborate a World-wide Codex Standard 
may also be taken by subsidiary bodies of the Commission in accordance with the above mentioned 
outcome, subject to subsequent approval by the Commission at the earliest possible opportunity. In the 
case of Codex Regional Standards, the Commission shall base its decision on the proposal of the 
majority of Members belonging to a given region or group of countries submitted at a session of the 
Codex Alimentarius Commission. 

(2) The Secretariat arranges for the preparation of a proposed draft standard. In the case of Maximum Limits 
for Residues of Pesticides or Veterinary Drugs, the Secretariat distributes the recommendations for 
maximum limits, when available from the Joint Meetings of the FAO Panel of Experts on Pesticide 
Residues in Food and the Environment and the WHO Core Assessment Group on Pesticide Residues 
(JMPR), or the Joint FAO/WHO Expert Committee on Food Additives (JECFA). Any other relevant 
information regarding risk assessment work conducted by FAO and WHO should also be made 
available. In the cases of milk and milk products or individual standards for cheeses, the Secretariat 
distributes the recommendations of the International Dairy Federation (IDF). 
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(3) The proposed draft standard is sent to Members of the Commission and interested international 
organizations for comment on all aspects including possible implications of the proposed draft standard 
for their economic interests. 

Step 4 

The comments received are sent by the Secretariat to the subsidiary body or other body concerned which has 
the power to consider such comments and to amend the proposed draft standard. 

Step 5 

The proposed draft standard is submitted through the Secretariat to the Executive Committee for critical 
review and to the Commission with a view to its adoption as a draft standard8. In taking any decision at this 
step, the Commission will give due consideration to the outcome of the critical review and to any 
comments that may be submitted by any of its Members regarding the implications which the proposed draft 
standard or any provisions thereof may have for their economic interests. In the case of Regional Standards, 
all Members of the Commission may present their comments, take part in the debate and propose 
amendments, but only the majority of the Members of the region or group of countries concerned attending 
the session can decide to amend or adopt the draft. In taking any decisions at this step, the Members of the 
region or group of countries concerned will give due consideration to any comments that may be submitted 
by any of the Members of the Commission regarding the implications which the proposed draft standard or 
any provisions thereof may have for their economic interests. 

Step 6 

The draft standard is sent by the Secretariat to all Members and interested international organizations for 
comment on all aspects, including possible implications of the draft standard for their economic interests. 

Step 7 

The comments received are sent by the Secretariat to the subsidiary body or other body concerned, which has 
the power to consider such comments and amend the draft standard. 

Step 8 

The draft standard is submitted through the Secretariat to the Executive Committee for critical review and 
to the Commission, together with any written proposals received from Members and interested international 
organizations for amendments at Step 8, with a view to its adoption as a Codex standard. In the case of 
Regional standards, all Members and interested international organizations may present their comments, take 
part in the debate and propose amendments but only the majority of Members of the region or group of 
countries concerned attending the session can decide to amend and adopt the draft. 

PART 4: UNIFORM ACCELERATED PROCEDURE FOR THE ELABORATION OF CODEX 
STANDARDS AND RELATED TEXTS 

Steps 1, 2 and 3 

(1) The Commission, on the basis of a two-thirds majority of votes cast, taking into account the outcome of 
the critical review conducted by the Executive Committee, shall identify those standards which shall 
be the subject of an accelerated elaboration process.9 The identification of such standards may also be 
made by subsidiary bodies of the Commission, on the basis of a two-thirds majority of votes cast, subject 
to confirmation at the earliest opportunity by the Commission. 

(2) The Secretariat arranges for the preparation of a proposed draft standard. In the case of Maximum Limits 
for Residues of Pesticides or Veterinary Drugs, the Secretariat distributes the recommendations for 
maximum limits, when available from the Joint Meetings of the FAO Panel of Experts on Pesticide 

                                                 
8 Without prejudice to the outcome of the critical review conducted by the Executive Committee and/or any 

decision that may be taken by the Commission at Step 5, the proposed draft standard may be sent by the 
Secretariat for government comments prior to its consideration at Step 5, when, in the opinion of the subsidiary 
body or other body concerned, the time between the relevant session of the Commission and the subsequent 
session of the subsidiary body or other body concerned requires such action in order to advance the work 

9  Relevant considerations could include, but need not be limited to, matters concerning new scientific 
information; new technology(ies); urgent problems related to trade or public health; or the revision or up-
dating of existing standards. 
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Residues in Food and the Environment and the WHO Core Assessment Group on Pesticide Residues 
(JMPR), or the Joint FAO/WHO Expert Committee on Food Additives (JECFA). Any other relevant 
information regarding risk assessment work conducted by FAO and WHO should also be made 
available. In the cases of milk and milk products or individual standards for cheeses, the Secretariat 
distributes the recommendations of the International Dairy Federation (IDF). 

(3) The proposed draft standard is sent to Members of the Commission and interested international 
organizations for comment on all aspects including possible implications of the proposed draft standard 
for their economic interests. When standards are subject to an accelerated procedure, this fact shall be 
notified to the Members of the Commission and the interested international organizations. 

Step 4 

The comments received are sent by the Secretariat to the subsidiary body or other body concerned which has 
the power to consider such comments and to amend the proposed draft standard. 

Step 5 

In the case of standards identified as being subject to an accelerated elaboration procedure, the draft standard 
is submitted through the Secretariat to the Executive Committee for critical review and to the 
Commission, together with any written proposals received from Members and interested international 
organizations for amendments, with a view to its adoption as a Codex standard. In taking any decision at this 
step, the Commission will give due consideration to any comments that may be submitted by any of its 
Members regarding the implications which the proposed draft standard or any provisions thereof may have 
for their economic interests. 

GUIDE TO THE PROCEDURE FOR THE REVISION AND AMENDMENT OF CODEX STANDARDS 

1. Proposals for the amendment or revision of Codex standards should be submitted to the Commission’s 
Secretariat in good time (not less than three months) before the session of the Commission at which they are 
to be considered. The proposer of an amendment should indicate the reasons for the proposed amendment 
and should also state whether the proposed amendment had been previously submitted to and considered by 
the Codex committee concerned and/or the Commission. If the proposed amendment has already been 
considered by the Codex committee and/or Commission, the outcome of the consideration of the proposed 
amendment should be stated.  

2. Taking into account such information regarding the proposed amendment, as may be supplied in 
accordance with paragraph 1 above, and the outcome of the on-going critical review conducted by the 
Executive Committee, the Commission will decide whether the amendment or revision of a standard is 
necessary. If the Commission decides in the affirmative, and the proposer of the amendment is other than a 
Codex committee, the proposed amendment will be referred for consideration to the appropriate Codex 
committee, if such committee is still in existence. If such committee is not in existence, the Commission will 
determine how best to deal with the proposed amendment. If the proposer of the amendment is a Codex 
committee, it would be open to the Commission to decide that the proposed amendment be circulated to 
governments for comments prior to further consideration by the sponsoring Codex Committee. In the case of 
an amendment proposed by a Codex Committee, it will also be open to the Commission to adopt the 
amendment at Step 5 or Step 8 as appropriate, where in its opinion the amendment is either of an editorial 
nature or of a substantive nature but consequential to provisions in similar standards adopted by it at Step 8. 

3. The procedure for amending or revising a Codex standard would be as laid down in paragraphs 5 and 6 
of the Introduction to the Procedure for the Elaboration of Codex Standards (see page .. above). 

4. When the Commission has decided to amend or revise a standard, the unrevised standard will remain the 
applicable Codex standard until the revised standard has been adopted by the Commission. 
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APPENDIX IV 

DRAFT CRITERIA FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRPERSONS 

 

By virtue of Article 7 of its Statutes, the Commission may establish such subsidiary bodies as it 
deems necessary for the accomplishment of its task. 

The Member countries who shall be designated, under Rule X.1010, as responsible for appointing 
Chairpersons of subsidiary bodies established under Rule X.1(b)(i) and Rule X.1(b)(ii), shall retain 
the right to appoint a chairperson of their choice. 

The following criteria may be considered during the selection of the appointee: 

• to be a national of the member country responsible for appointing the chairperson of the 
Committee;  

• to have a general knowledge in the fields of the subsidiary body concerned and to be able to 
understand and analyse technical issues; 

• insofar as possible, to be able to serve in a continuing capacity; 

• to be familiar with the system of Codex and its rules, and to have experience in the work of 
relevant international, governmental or non-governmental organizations; 

•  to be able to communicate clearly both orally and in writing in one of the working languages 
of the Commission; 

• to have demonstrated ability in chairing meetings with objectivity and impartiality, and in 
facilitating consensus building; 

• to exercise tact and sensitivity to issues of particular importance to members of the 
Commission; 

• not to engage and/or not to have engaged in activities which could give rise to a conflict of 
interest on any item on the agenda of the Committee. 

 

                                                 
10  13th Edition of the Procedural Manual 
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ALINORM 04/27/33 
APPENDIX V 

 
DRAFT GUIDELINES TO HOST GOVERNMENTS OF CODEX COMMITTEES AND AD HOC 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL TASK FORCES 

INTRODUCTION 

By virtue of Article 7 of the Statutes of the Codex Alimentarius Commission and Rule X.1(b)11 of its Rules 
of Procedure, the Commission has established a number of Codex Committees and ad hoc Intergovernmental 
Task Forces to prepare standards in accordance with the Procedure for the Elaboration of Codex Standards 
and Coordinating Committees to exercise general coordination of its work in specific regions or groups of 
countries. The Rules of Procedure of the Commission shall apply, mutatis mutandis, to Codex Committees, 
Coordinating Committees and ad hoc Intergovernmental Task Forces. The Guidelines applying to Codex 
Committees, as described in this Section, apply also to Coordinating Committees and to Codex ad hoc 
Intergovernmental Task Forces. 

COMPOSITION OF CODEX COMMITTEES 

MEMBERSHIP 

Membership of Codex Committees is open to Members of the Commission who have notified the Director-
General of FAO or WHO of their desire to be considered as members thereof or to selected members 
designated by the Commission. Membership of Regional Coordinating Committees is open only to Members 
of the Commission belonging to the region or group of countries concerned. 

OBSERVERS 

Any other Member of the Commission or any Member or Associate Member of FAO or WHO which has not 
become a Member of the Commission may participate as an observer at any Codex Committee if it has 
notified the Director-General of FAO or WHO of its wish to do so. Such countries may participate fully in 
the discussions of the Committee and shall be provided with the same opportunities as other Members to 
express their point of view (including the submission of memoranda), but without the right to vote or to 
move motions either of substance or of procedure. International organizations which have formal relations 
with either FAO or WHO should also be invited to attend in an observer capacity sessions of those Codex 
Committees which are of interest to them. 

ORGANIZATION AND DUTIES 

CHAIRPERSON 

The Codex Alimentarius Commission will designate a member country of the Commission, which has 
indicated its willingness to accept financial and all other responsibility, as having responsibility for 
appointing a chairperson of the Committee. The member country concerned is responsible for appointing the 
chairperson of the Committee from among its own nationals. Should this person for any reason be unable to 
take the chair, the member country concerned shall designate another person to perform the functions of the 
chairperson for as long as the chairperson is unable to do so. A Committee may appoint at any session one or 
more rapporteurs from among the delegates present. 

                                                 
11  13th Edition of the Procedural Manual 
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SECRETARIAT 

A member country to which a Codex Committee has been assigned is responsible for providing all 
conference services including the secretariat. The secretariat should have adequate administrative support 
staff able to work easily in the languages used at the session and should have at its disposal adequate word 
processing and document reproducing equipment. Interpretation, preferably simultaneous, should be 
provided from and into all languages used at the session, and if the report of the session is to be adopted in 
more than one of the working languages of the Committee, then the services of a translator should be 
available. The Committee secretariat and the Joint FAO/WHO (Codex) Secretariat are charged with the 
preparation of the draft report in consultation with the rapporteurs, if any. 

DUTIES AND TERMS OF REFERENCE 

The duties of a Codex Committee shall include: 

(a) the drawing up of a list of priorities as appropriate, among the subjects and products within its terms of 
reference,  

(b)  consideration of the types of safety and quality elements (or recommendations) to be covered, whether 
in standards for general application or in reference to specific food products,  

(c) consideration of the types of product to be covered by standards, e.g., whether materials for further 
processing into food should be covered,  

(d) preparation of draft Codex standards within its terms of reference,  

(e) reporting to each session of the Commission on the progress of its work and, where necessary, on any 
difficulties caused by its terms of reference, together with suggestions for their amendment. 

(f) the review and, as necessary, revision of existing standards and related texts on a scheduled, periodic 
basis to ensure that the standards and related texts within its terms of reference are consistent with 
current scientific knowledge and other relevant information. 

SESSIONS 

DATE AND PLACE 

A member country to which a Codex Committee has been assigned is consulted by the Directors-general of 
FAO and WHO before they determine when and where a session of this Committee shall be convened. 

The member country should consider arrangements for holding Codex sessions in developing countries. 

INVITATIONS AND PROVISIONAL AGENDA 

Sessions of Codex Committees and Coordinating Committees will be convened by the Directors-General of 
FAO and WHO in consultation with the chairperson of the respective Codex Committee. The letter of 
invitation and provisional agenda shall be prepared by the Secretary, Codex Alimentarius Commission, Joint 
FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme, FAO, Rome, in consultation with the chairperson of the Committee 
for issue by the Directors-General to all Members and Associate Members of FAO and WHO or, in the case 
of Coordinating Committees, to the countries of the region or group of countries concerned, Codex Contact 
Points and interested international organizations in accordance with the official mailing lists of FAO and 
WHO. Chairpersons should, before finalizing the drafts, inform and consult with the national Codex Contact 
Point where one has been established, and, if necessary, obtain clearance from the national authorities 
concerned (Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Agriculture, Ministry of Health, or as the case may be). 
The invitation and Provisional Agenda will be translated and distributed by FAO/WHO in the working 
languages of the Commission at least four months before the date of the meeting. 

Invitations should include the following: 

(a) title of the Codex Committee, 

(b) time and date of opening and date of closing of the session,  

(c) place of the session, 
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(d) languages to be used and arrangements for interpretation, i.e., whether simultaneous or not,  

(e) if appropriate, information on hotel accommodation,  

(f) request for the names of the chief delegate and other members of the delegation, and for 
information on whether the chief delegate of a government will be attending as a representative or in 
the capacity of an observer. 

Replies to invitations will normally be requested to be sent to reach the chairperson as early as possible and 
in any case not less than 30 days before the session. A copy should be sent also to the Secretary, Codex 
Alimentarius Commission, Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme, FAO, Rome. It is of the utmost 
importance that by the date requested a reply to invitations should be sent by all those governments and 
international organizations which intend to participate. The reply should specify the number of copies and 
the language of the documents required. 

The Provisional Agenda should state the time, date and place of the meeting and should include the 
following items: 

(a) adoption of the agenda,  

(b)  if considered necessary, election of rapporteurs,  

(c) items relating to subject matter to be discussed, including, where appropriate, the step in the 
Commission’s Procedure for the Elaboration of Standards at which the item is being dealt with at the 
session. There should also be reference to the Committee papers relevant to the item,  

(d) any other business,  

(e) consideration of date and place of next session,  

(f) adoption of draft report. 

The work of the Committee and the length of the meeting should be so arranged as to leave sufficient time at 
the end of the session for a report of the Committee’s transactions to be agreed. 

ORGANIZATION OF WORK 

A Codex or Coordinating Committee may assign specific tasks to countries, groups of countries or to 
international organizations represented at meetings of the Committee and may ask member countries and 
international organizations for views on specific points.  

Ad hoc working groups established to accomplish specific tasks shall be disbanded once the tasks have been 
accomplished as determined by the Committee.  

A Codex or Coordinating Committee may not set up standing sub-committees, whether open to all Members 
of the Commission or not, without the specific approval of the Commission. 

PREPARATION AND DISTRIBUTION OF PAPERS 

Papers for a session should be sent by the chairperson of the Codex Committee concerned at least two 
months before the opening of the session to the following: 

(i) all Codex Contact Points,  

(ii) chief delegates of member countries, of observer countries and of international organizations, and  

(iii) other participants on the basis of replies received. Twenty copies of all papers in each of the 
languages used in the Committee concerned should be sent to the Secretary, Codex Alimentarius 
Commission, Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme, FAO, Rome. 

Papers for a session prepared by participants must be drafted in one of the working languages of the 
Commission, which should, if possible, be one of the languages used in the Codex Committee concerned. 
These papers should be sent to the chairperson of the Committee, with a copy to the Secretary, Codex 
Alimentarius Commission, Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme, FAO, Rome, in good time to be 
included in the distribution of papers for the session. 
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Documents circulated at a session of a Codex Committee other than draft documents prepared at the session 
and ultimately issued in a final form, should subsequently receive the same distribution as other papers 
prepared for the Committee. 

Codex Contact Points will be responsible for ensuring that papers12 are circulated to those concerned within 
their own country and for ensuring that all necessary action is taken by the date specified. 

Consecutive reference numbers in suitable series should be assigned to all documents of Codex Committees. 
The reference number should appear at the top right-hand corner of the first page together with a statement 
of the language in which the document was prepared and the date of its preparation. A clear statement should 
be made of the provenance (origin or author country) of the paper immediately under the title. The text 
should be divided into numbered paragraphs. At the end of these guidelines is a series of references for 
Codex documents adopted by the Codex Alimentarius Commission for its own sessions and those of its 
subsidiary bodies. 

Members of the Codex Committees should advise the Committee chairperson through their Codex Contact 
Point of the number of copies of documents normally required. 

Working papers of Codex Committees may be circulated freely to all those assisting a delegation in 
preparing for the business of the Committee; they should not, however, be published. There is, however, no 
objection to the publication of reports of the meetings of Committees or of completed draft standards. 

 

                                                 
12  See Uniform System of References for Codex Documents – p. 86 of the Procedural Manual. 
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ALINORM 04/27/33 
APPENDIX VI 

 
DRAFT GUIDELINES ON THE CONDUCT OF MEETINGS OF CODEX COMMITTEES AND AD 

HOC INTERGOVERNMENTAL TASK FORCES 

 

INTRODUCTION 

By virtue of Article 7 of the Statutes of the Codex Alimentarius Commission and Rule X.1(b)13 of its Rules 
of Procedure, the Commission has established a number of Codex Committees and ad hoc Intergovernmental 
Task Forces to prepare standards in accordance with the Procedure for the Elaboration of Codex Standards 
and Coordinating Committees to exercise general coordination of its work in specific regions or groups of 
countries. The Rules of Procedure of the Commission shall apply, mutatis mutandis, to Codex Committees, 
Coordinating Committees and ad hoc Intergovernmental Task Forces. The Guidelines applying to the 
conduct of meetings of Codex Committees as described in this Section apply also to those of Coordinating 
Committees and to those of Codex ad hoc Intergovernmental Task Forces. 

CONDUCT OF MEETINGS 

Meetings of Codex and Coordinating Committees shall be held in public unless the Committee decides 
otherwise. Member countries responsible for Codex and Coordinating Committees shall decide who should 
open meetings on their behalf. 

Meetings should be conducted in accordance with the Rules of Procedure of the Codex Alimentarius 
Commission. 

Only the chief delegates of members, or of observer countries or of international organizations have the right 
to speak unless they authorize other members of their delegations to do so. 

The representative of a regional economic integration organization shall provide the chairperson of the 
Committee, before the beginning of each session, with a written statement outlining where the competence 
lies between this organization and its members for each item, or subparts thereof, as appropriate, of the 
provisional agenda, pursuant to the Declaration of Competence submitted according to Rule II of the Rules 
of Procedure of the Codex Alimentarius Commission by this organization. In areas of shared ("mixed") 
competence between this organization and its members, this statement shall make clear which party has the 
voting right. 

Delegations and delegations from observer countries who wish their opposition to a decision of the 
Committee to be recorded may do so, whether the decision has been taken by a vote or not, by asking for a 
statement of their position to be contained in the report of the Committee. This statement should not merely 
use a phrase such as: “The delegation of X reserved its position” but should make clear the extent of the 
delegation’s opposition to a particular decision of the Committee and state whether they were simply 
opposed to the decision or wished for a further opportunity to consider the question. 

REPORTS 

In preparing reports, the following points shall be borne in mind: 

(a) decisions should be clearly stated; action taken in regard to economic impact statements should be fully 
recorded; all decisions on draft standards should be accompanied by an indication of the step in the 
Procedure that the standards have reached;  

(b)  if action has to be taken before the next meeting of the Committee, the nature of the action, who is to 
take it and when the action must be completed should be clearly stated;  

(c)  where matters require attention by other Codex Committees, this should be clearly stated; 

                                                 
13  13th Edition of the Procedural Manual 
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(d)  if the report is of any length, summaries of points agreed and the action to be taken should be included 
at the end of the report, and in any case, a section should be included at the end of the report showing 
clearly in summary form: 

- standards considered at the session and the steps they have reached;  

- standards at any step of the Procedure, the consideration of which has been postponed or which are 
held in abeyance and the steps which they have reached;  

- new standards proposed for consideration, the probable time of their consideration at Step 2 and the 
responsibility for drawing up the first draft. 

The following appendices should be attached to the report: 

(a) list of participants with full postal addresses, 

(b) draft standards with an indication of the step in the Procedure which has been reached. 

The Joint FAO/WHO Secretariat should ensure that, as soon as possible and in any event not later than one 
month after the end of the session, copies of the final report, as adopted in the languages of the Committee, 
are sent to all participants, and all Codex Contact Points. 

DRAWING UP OF CODEX STANDARDS 

A Codex Committee, in drawing up standards and related texts, should bear in mind the following: 

(a) the guidance given in the General Principles of the Codex Alimentarius;  

(b)  that all standards and related texts should have a preface containing the following information: 

- the description of the standard or related text, 

- a brief description of the scope and purpose(s) of the standard or related text, 

- references including the step which the standard or related text has reached in the Commission’s 
Procedures for the Elaboration of Standards, together with the date on which the draft was approved, 

- matters in the draft standard or related text requiring endorsement or action by other Codex 
Committees. 

(c) that for standards or any related text for a product which includes a number of sub-categories, the 
Committee should give preference to the development of a general standard or related text with specific 
provisions as necessary for sub-categories. 
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APPENDIX VII 

 

DRAFT GUIDELINES TO CHAIRPERSONS OF CODEX COMMITTEES AND AD HOC 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL TASK FORCES 

INTRODUCTION 

By virtue of Article 7 of the Statutes of the Codex Alimentarius Commission and Rule X.1(b)14 of its Rules 
of Procedure, the Commission has established a number of Codex Committees and ad hoc Intergovernmental 
Task Forces to prepare standards in accordance with the Procedure for the Elaboration of Codex Standards 
and Coordinating Committees to exercise general coordination of its work in specific regions or groups of 
countries. The Rules of Procedure of the Commission shall apply, mutatis mutandis, to Codex Committees, 
Coordinating Committees and ad hoc Intergovernmental Task Forces. The Guidelines applying to the 
Chaipersons of Codex Committees as described in this Section apply also to those of Coordinating 
Committees and to those of Codex ad hoc Intergovernmental Task Forces. 

DESIGNATION15 

The Codex Alimentarius Commission will designate a member country of the Commission, which has 
indicated its willingness to accept financial and all other responsibility, as having responsibility for 
appointing a chairperson of the Committee. The member country concerned is responsible for appointing the 
chairperson of the Committee from among its own nationals. Should this person for any reason be unable to 
take the chair, the member country concerned shall designate another person to perform the functions of the 
chairperson for as long as the chairperson is unable to do so. 

CONDUCT OF MEETINGS 

The chairperson should invite observations from members of the Committee concerning the Provisional 
Agenda and in the light of such observations formally request the Committee to adopt the Provisional 
Agenda or the amended agenda. 

Meetings should be conducted in accordance with the Rules of Procedure of the Codex Alimentarius 
Commission. Attention is particularly drawn to Rule VII.7 which reads: “The provisions of Rule XII of the 
General Rules of FAO shall apply mutatis mutandis to all matters which are not specifically dealt with under 
Rule VII of the present Rules.” 

Rule XII of the General Rules of FAO, a copy of which will be supplied to all chairpersons of Codex and 
Coordinating Committees, gives full instructions on the procedures to be followed in dealing with voting, 
points of order, adjournment and suspension of meetings, adjournment and closure of discussions on a 
particular item, reconsideration of a subject already decided and the order in which amendments should be 
dealt with. 

Chairpersons of Codex Committees should ensure that all questions are fully discussed, in particular 
statements concerning possible economic implications of standards under consideration at Steps 4 and 7. 

Chairpersons should also ensure that the written comments, received in a timely manner, of members and 
observers not present at the session are considered by the Committee; that all issues are put clearly to the 
Committee. This can usually best be done by stating what appears to be the generally acceptable view and 
asking delegates whether they have any objection to its being adopted. 

Chairpersons should use the statement submitted by the representatives of the regional economic integration 
organizations on the matters of respective competence between these organizations and their members in the 

                                                 
14  13th Edition of the Procedural Manual 
15  Should the CCGP agree on draft criteria for the selection of Chairpersons, the new text could be inserted in this 

section. 
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conduct of meetings, including assessing of the situation with regard to the party which has the right to vote. 

CONSENSUS16 

The chairpersons should always try to arrive at a consensus and should not ask the Committee to proceed to 
voting if agreement on the Committee’s decision can be secured by consensus. 

The Procedure for the Elaboration of Codex Standards and Related Texts allows for full discussion and 
exchange of views on the issue under consideration, in order to ensure the transparency of the process and 
arrive at compromises that would facilitate consensus. 

Much of the responsibility for facilitating the achievement of consensus would lie in the hands of the 
Chairpersons. 

When working out the means of progressing the work of a Committee, the chairperson should consider: 

(a)  the need for timely progress in developing standards ;  

(b)  the need to achieve consensus among the members as to the content of, and justification for, proposed 
standards;  

(c)  the importance of achieving consensus at all stages of the elaboration of standards and that draft 
standards should, as a matter of principle, be submitted to the Commission for adoption only where 
consensus has been achieved at the technical level. 

The chairperson should also consider implementing the following measures in order to facilitate consensus 
building in the elaboration of standards at the Committee stage: 

(a) ensuring that: (i) the scientific basis is well established on current data including, wherever 
possible, scientific data and intake and exposure information from the developing countries; (ii) 
where data from developing countries are not available, an explicit request for collecting and 
making available such data is made; and (iii) where necessary, further studies are carried out in 
order to clarify controversial issues;  

(b)  ensuring that issues are thoroughly discussed at meetings of the Committees concerned;  

(c) organizing informal meetings of the parties concerned where disagreements arise, provided that 
the objectives of any such meetings are clearly defined by the Committee concerned and that 
participation is open to all interested delegations and observers in order to preserve transparency;  

(d)  requesting the Commission, where possible, for a redefinition of the scope of the subject matter 
being considered for the elaboration of standards in order to cut out issues on which consensus 
cannot be reached;  

(e)  ensuring that matters are not progressed from step to step until all relevant concerns are taken 
into account and adequate compromises worked out17;  

(f)  facilitating increased involvement and participation of developing countries. 

 

                                                 
16 Reference is made to the Measures to facilitate consensus (Decision of the 26th Session of the Codex 

Alimentarius Commission (2003), 13th Edition of the Procedural Manual).   
17  This does not preclude square bracketing of parts of a text in the early stages of the elaboration of a standard, 

where there is consensus on the large majority of the text. 


