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FROM: 	Chief, Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme, FAO, Via delle Terme di Caracalla, 
00100 Rome, Italy 

SUBJECT: Dis ribution of h  Resort  of the Third Session of th Codex Committee on Food 
Import and Export Inspection and Certification Systems 

The report of the third Session of the Codex Committee on Food Import and Export Inspection 
and Certification Systems (CCFICS) is attached. It will be considered by the Twenty-first Session of 
the Codex Alimentarius Commission in Rome from 3-8 July 1995. 

PART A: MATTERS FOR ADOPTION BY TIIE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS COMMISSION 

The following matters will be brought to the attention of the 21st Session of the Codex 
Alimentarius Commission for adoption: 

Draft Principles for Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification at Step 8; 
ALINORM 95/30A, paras. 18-30 and Appendix II. 

Draft Guidelines for the Exchange of Information in Food Control Emergency Situations 
at Step 8; ALINORM 95/30A, paras. 31-41 and Appendix III. 

General Statement on Provisions Concerning Inspection and Certification in Codex 
Standards; ALINORM 95/30A, paras. 90-97. 

Governments wishing to propose amendments or to comment on the above matters should do 
so in writing in conformity with the Guide to the Consideration of Standards at Step 8 of the Procedure 
for the Elaboration of Codex Standards Including Consideration of Any Statements Relating to 
Economic Impact (Codex Alimentarius Procedural Manual, Eighth Edition, pp. 33-35) to the Chief, 
Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme, FAO, Via delle Terme di Caracalla, 00100 Rome, Italy, 
not later than 30 April 1995. 

Proposed Draft Guidelines for the Exchange of Information Between Countries on 
Rejections of Imported Food at Step 5; ALINORM 95/30A, paras. 68-76 and Appendix IV. 

Governments wishing to submit comments regarding the implication which the proposed draft 
Guidelines or any provisions thereof may have for their economic interest should do so in writing in 
conformity with the Uniform Procedure for the Elaboration of Codex Standards and Related Texts (at 
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Step 5) (Codex Alimentarius Procedural Manual, Eighth Edition, pp. 27-29) to the Chief, Joint 
FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme, FAO, Via delle Terme di Caracalla, 00100 Rome, Italy, not 

' later than 30 April 1995. 

PART B: REQUEST FOR COMMENTS 

Proposed Draft Guidelines on the Principal Elements in an Electronic Documentation 
System; ALINORM 95/30A, paras. 81-83 and Appendix V. 

The Committee agreed that it would be appropriate to obtain further detailed comments on the 
proposed draft Guidelines at Step 3, especially from countries which had little current experience in the 
use of the technology. 

Application of the ISO 9000 Series to Food Inspection and Certification Systems; 
ALINORM 95/30A, paras. 84-89. 

The Committee agreed that information on the practical application of the ISO 9000 Series to 
the food sector would be sought from countries for consideration at the next session, when the possible 
establishment of Codex Guidelines on the Application of the ISO 9000 Series to Food Inspection and 
Certification Systems could be considered. 

Governments and interested International Organizations wishing to submit comments on the 
above subject matter are invited to do so not later than 30 September 1995 to the Chairman of the 
Committee at the following address: 

Mr. Digby Gascoine 
Director 
Development and Evaluation Division 
Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service 
Department of Primary Industries and Energy 
GPO Box 858 
Canberra ACT 2601 
Australia 

In addition, please forward a copy of the comments to the Chief, Joint FAO/WHO Food 
Standards Programme, FAO, Via delle Terme di Caracalla, 00100 Rome, Italy. 
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

The third Session of the Codex Committee on Food Import and Export Inspection and 
Certification Systems reached the following conclusions during its deliberations: 

MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION BY THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AND/OR 
COMMISSION: 

Agreed to advance the draft Principles for Food Import and Export Inspection and 
Certification to the Commission for adoption at Step 8 (para. 29); 

Agreed to advance the draft Guidelines for the Exchange of Information in Food 
Control Emergency Situations to the Commission for adoption at Step 8 (para. 41); 

Decided to discontinue the development of the proposed draft Glossary of Terms Based 
on Internationally Accepted Definitions (para. 46); 

Agreed to advance the proposed draft Guidelines for the Exchange of Information 
Between Countries on Rejections of Imported Food to the Commission for adoption at 
Step 5 (para. 76); 

Agreed that France would revise the document on the Application of the ISO 9000 Series 
to Food Inspection and Certification Systems with a view towards the possible 
establishment of Codex Guidelines at its next session (para. 89); 

Agreed that a general statement on Provisions Concerning Inspection and Certification 
in Codex Standards be forwarded to the Commission for adoption and possible inclusion 
in the Codex Alimentarius Procedural Manual (para. 96); and, 

Agreed on its Current Status of Work (para. 101). 

OTILER MATTERS OF INTEREST TO TILE COMMISSION: 

Agreed that the proposed draft Guidelines for the Design, Operation, Assessment and 
Accreditation of Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification Systems be 
redrafted by Canada and the EC for circulation and government comment prior to its 4th 
session (para. 67); 

Agreed that the List of Contacts for Food Import Control and Information Exchange 
in Food Control Emergency Situations be revised by Australia on a regular basis by 
request (para. 80); 

Agreed to circulate the proposed draft Guidelines on the Principle Elements in an 
Electronic Documentation System for further comment at Step 3 (para. 83); 

Noted that the Codex Committee on Fish and Fishery Products would provide the technical 
details of a proposed Model Certificate for Fish Inspection Purposes for possible 
consideration at the 4th CCFICS session (para. 98); and, 

Requested the United States to elaborate proposed draft Guidelines for the Development 
of Agreements between Exporting and Importing Countries for consideration at the 
Committee's 4th session (para. 100). 
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ALINORM 95/30A 

REPORT OF THE THIRD SESSION OF THE CODEX commIrrEE 
ON FOOD IMPORT AND EXPORT INSPECTION AND 

CERTIFICATION SYSTEMS 
Canberra, ACT, Australia; 27 February - 3 March 1995 

INTRODUCTION.  

The Third Session of Codex Committee on Food Import and Export Inspection and 
Certification Systems was held in Canberra, ACT, from 27 February to 3 March 1995 at the 
kind invitation of the Government of Australia. The Session was chaired by Mr. Digby 
Gascoine of the Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service, Department of Primary 
Industries and Energy. It was attended by 197 delegates and advisers from 47 Member 
countries and 19 observers from 10 international organizations. The list of Participants is 
attached to this report as Appendix I. 

OPENING OF THE SESSION (Agenda Item 1) 

The meeting was officially opened by Senator Bob Collins, Minister for Primary 
Industries and Energy. The Minister extended a warm welcome to participants at the third 
session of the Committee and especially welcomed those delegates from countries attending 
for the first time. In his opening address the Minister noted the importance of the World 
Trade Organisation (WTO) and, in Particular, the obligation of members of the WTO to 
attune their food standards with Codex standards, except where there is a technical or risk 
management justification for adopting a different approach. He noted the WTO agreements 
were vital and important to the deliberations of this committee. The Minister also endorsed 
the priority of Dr Diouf, Director-General of the FAO, in regard to food security. Australia 
believed that food security should not be only global or national, but also household security. 
He said that there was a distinct relationship between assisting countries to make full use of 
their comparative economic advantage to achieve household food security and the work of 
Codex and this Committee. Food inspection and certification systems, the Minister said, 
make a major contribution to ensuring  the safety of foods moving, in international trade and 
domestic food supplies. In many countries, he noted that, rightly, food safety is near the top 
of the list of issues of common public concern. The Minister referred to both the professional 
and personal interest of members of delegations at the meeting have in protecting consumer& 
and facilitating trade. He expressed concern about the vulnerability of children through food 
borne diseases in all countries of the world and noted that the work of Codex has more 
recently been sharpened to focus on safety issues to cover the whole spectrum of food 
handlers, from producers to consumers. In closing he noted the work of Codex in terms of 
developing guidance on HACCP systems and the recognition of the use of quality systems as 
an alternative to traditional forms of inspection. 	This meeting provided each country 
represented with the opportunity to discuss what is being done individually and collectively 
towards ensuring the safety of foods moving in international trade and in ensuring market 
access for food products. 

Mr. R.J. Dawson, Secretary of the Codex Alimentarius Commission and Chief, Joint 
FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme thanked Senator Collins for his remarks and for 
taking the time from his busy agenda to address the session. Mr. Dawson also expressed the 
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appreciation of FAO and WHO to the Government of Australia and in particular to the 
Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service, AQIS, for hosting and holding the session. He 
noted that the Committee's draft recommendations were very timely in view of the entry into 
force of the Agreements on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures and on 
Technical Barriers to Trade.' Mr. Dawson noted that trade in good quality, safe food 
products was an essential part of FAO's approach to food security, and that food which was 
unsafe or of poor quality could not contribute to food security. Mr. Dawson also welcomed 
delegates to the session on behalf of the Directors-General of FAO and WHO. 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA (Agenda Item 2) 2  

The Committee adopted the Provisional Agenda as the Agenda for the Session. 

MATTERS OF INTEREST ARISING FROM CODEX COMMITTEES 
(Agenda Item 3)5  

The Committee noted that the 41st Session of the Executive Committee (June 1994) 
had confirmed (at Step 1) the CCFICS proposal for new work concerning the "Application of 
the ISO 9000 Series to Food Inspection and Certification Systems" (see paras. 84 to 89) and 
the Codex Committee on Food Hygiene proposal (in collaboration with CCFICS) concerning 
"Implications for the Broader Application of the Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point 
System4. The Executive Committee had also adopted (at Step 5) the "Proposed Draft 
Principles for Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification" (see paras. 18 to 30) and 
the "Proposed Draft Guidelines for Information Exchange in Food Control Emergency 
Situations" (see paras. 31 to 41)5 . 

The Codex Secretariat encouraged governments and interested international 
organisations to submit comments on the document concerning the "Development of Objective 
Criteria for Assessing the Competence of Testing Laboratories Involved in the Official Import 
and Export Control of Foods"' and the proposed draft "Code of Practice for the Control and 
Inspection of Tropical Fresh Fruits and Vegetables'. The Committee decided to discuss the 
Codex Committee on Fish and Fishery Products proposal for CCFICS consideration of the 

Throughout this report, the Agreements on the Application of Sanitary and 
Phytosanitary Measures and on Technical Barriers to Trade will be referred to as the SPS and 
the TBT Agreements, respectively. 

2  CX/FICS 95/1 

3  CX/FICS 95/2 

4  ALINORM 95/13, para. 102. 

5  ALINORM 95/3, para. 47 and Appendix II. 

6  CL 1994/10-MAS, ALINORM 95/23 

7  CL 1994/27-TFFV, ALINORM 95/35 
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identification of requirements to be included in a model certificate .  for fish inspection 
purposes' and the previous CCFICS request' for the Codex Secretariat to provide 
information on FAO publications on Legislation Related to the Certification of Agricultural 
Products under "Other Business" (see paras. 98-99). 

The Committee agreed to discuss its Medium-Term Objectives and Future Programme 
of Work' as scheduled under agenda item 14 (see paras. 100 to 101). 

MATTERS OF INTEREST ARISING FROM OTHER INTERNATIONAL AND 
REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS WORKING IN RELATED FIELDS 
(Agenda Item 4) 

Office International des Epizooties (OIE) (World Organization for Animal Health) 

Since the successful completion of the Uruguay Round, the Office International des 
Epizooties (OIE) (World Organization for Animal Health), continued to play a key role in 
facilitating global trade. 	The Organization's technical guidelines for zoning and 
regionalization of animal diseases and the use of risk assessment was a key factor in the 
application of the SPS Agreement. Membership of OIE now stood at 140 Member countries. 
OIE achieved its goals by technical cooperatioq and training and the worldwide exchange of 
animal disease information currently published on a weekly, monthly or annual basis. It paid 
particular attention to emergency disease outbreaks. As part of advancing free trade 
objectives there was recognition by OIE of the need to continue to develop new risk 
management strategies and technologies to reduce animal health related risks to an acceptable 
level. OIE stressed the need for the development of uniform and acceptable approaches to 
risk acceptance requiring a more quantitative approach based on transparent, defensible, 
biological standards. The establishment of an improved integrated worldwide animal health 
information system is a priority for the 1990's to underpin import risk analysis. 

International Organization for Standardization (ISO) 

The Representative of ISO advised the Committee that ISO developed consensus 
standards in many areas. It was the sister organization to the International Electro-technical 
Organization (IEC) and the International Telecommunications Union (ITU) which operated 
similarly in their defined areas. ISO through its technical Committee TC/176 had developed 
quality systems and quality management standards including the ISO 9000 series. First 
published in 1987 and refined by revision in 1994 these standards were now in near universal 
use. The ISO Committee on Conformity Assessment (CASCO) provided guides on all steps 
in conformity assessment from testing, through inspection to product and quality system 
certification and the accreditation of bodies carrying out these tasks. ISO IEC Guide 25 on 
conformity assessment was being revised to align it better with ISO 9000 and a guidance 
document on suppliers' declaration of conformity of standards or specification was in 
preparation. 

ALINORM 95/18, para. 7. 

9  ALINORM 95/30, paras. 67 - 70. 

1°  CX/FICS 95/2, Appendix III. 
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AOAC International 

AOAC International is an international association of •analytical chemists and 
microbiologists involved in a variety of analytical work; including, primarily, food and 
agricultural product analysis. AOAC's primary mission is to promote the use of validated 
methods and appropriate techniques to ensure high quality analytical measurement in the 
analytical services. AOAC accomplishes its mission by providing a mechanism for the 
scientific validation and publication of analytical methodology, convening conferences for the 
exchange of information, and providing training on subjects related to improving laboratory 
quality assurance and analytical measurements. AOAC is currently working with FAO and 
WHO to donate and distribute over 450 sets of the 15th edition of  Official  Methods of 
Analysis of the AOAC to laboratories in developing countries to assist them in improving their 
analytical' abilities. 

Consumers International 

In January 1995, the International Organization of Consumers Unions changed its 
name to Consumers International. Under its new name, Consumers International will carry 
on the work it began in 1960, to support and strengthen the consumer movement world-wide 
and represent the interests of consumers at the United Nations and international bodies such as 
the Codex Alimentarius Commission. Consumers International's membership has Increased 
by 20 percent in the last three years, which is the greatest growth in its 35-year history. The 
organization now included 203 members in more than 80 countries; (half of its membership 
is in the developing world) with 5 Regional Offices in Latin America and the Caribbean; 
Central and Eastern Europe; and for the developed economies. 

In 1994, Consumers International published a briefing paper on Codex and a book on 
the Uruguay Round of trade negotiations, outlining, amongst other things, the implications of 
the SPS and TBT Agreements for consumers. At its September 1994 World Congress in 
Montpellier, France, Consumers International decided to give its Codex work the highest 
priority. To establish the level of current consumer involvement in the food standard setting 
process, a questionnaire has been sent out to all member organizations. The results of this 
were to be used as the basis for a paper on consumer involvement in Codex that the 
crrganization intends to submit to the Twenty-first Session of the Commission. The 
establishment of strong import and export inspection and certification systems, which are both 
transparent and accountable was seen by Consumer International as a matter of vital 
importance by consumers world-wide to protect them from unfit foodstuffs, fraud and 
deception. 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) 

The Committee was informed of the efforts of WTO/CODEX/OIE/IPPC to advise 
member countries on the requirements of the new SPS Agreement through the holding of 
Regional workshops. The first such WTO/CODEX/OIE/IPPC Regional Workshop was held 
at the FAO Regional Office in Bangkok for ASEAN countries in late 1994. Both government 
and industry representatives participated. A similar workshop was being planned to be held 
for the countries of the Pan American Region in Mexico City in May, 1995. Also, two 
similar workshops were to be held in late 1995 in Africa. 
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FAO continued its efforts to strengthen national food control infrastructures of several 
member countries. Activities were being carried out in over 50 projects of technical 
assistance, including establishing and strengthening national export inspection and certification 
programmes, strengthening national food control programmes, and assisting in conducting .  
national food contamination programmes. 

In response to a request . made by the Executive Committee of the CAC, FAO and 
WHO were to hold a Joint FAO/WHO Expert Consultation on the Application of Risk 
Analysis to Food Standards Issues. The Consultation was to be held at WHO Headquarters, 
Geneva from 13 to 17 March 1995. The report of the Consultation was to be made available 
to the CAC and its Committees, to Member Governments and to the FAO and WHO for use 
in food control matters, including the preparation of Codes of Practice and standards. 

FAO held a Technical Expert Consultation on Integrating HACCP into Food Control 
Programmes in Vancouver, Canada in late 1994. The report of the Consultation, including 
the recommendations was to become available in March 1995 and would be widely 
distributed. As a result of this Consultation a Working Group was held in February, 1995 
which designed a Training of Trainers Programme on the Use of HACCP. A pilot 
programme on this subject is scheduled to be carried out in Thailand in mid-1995 with the 
objective of training both government and industry representatives who will then be used to 
train others in the Thai language. 

An FAO/AQIS Workshop on Food Import Control Systems had been held 
immediately prior to the Session, attended by ten countries of the Asia-Pacific Region and a 
Representative of the EC. Participants at the Workshop exchanged information on their 
respective food import control systems, including registration and pre-certification systems, 
and concluded that systems focussed on high risk foods were likely to give better results. 

DRAFT PRINCIPLES FOR FOOD IMPORT AND EXPORT INSPECTION AND 
CERTIFICATION AT STEP 7 (Agenda Item 5)" 

The Committee noted that the proposed Draft Principles for Food Import and Export 
Inspection Certification had been adopted at Step 5 by the 41st Session of the Executive 
Committee.' The Committee considered the proposed Draft Principles in the light of 
government comments submitted at Step 6, and reviewed the text paragraph by paragraph. 

Section 1 - Introduction 

In reply to concern expressed by several delegations the Committee confirmed that the 
word quality, when used in relation to food, comprised the totality of attributes including food 
safety. This was not to be taken as meaning that food safety was in any way subsidiary to 
other quality factors but to indicate that quality food must, in and of itself, be safe. Such an 

11  ALINORM 95/30, Appendix 2. Government comments in response to CL 1994/21- 
•FICS from Canada, Denmark, Egypt, Malaysia, Thailand, United , Kingdom, USA and 
IFGMA in CX/FICS 95/3 and comments from European Community in Conference Room 
Document No. 3. 

12  ALINORM 95/3, para. 47 and Appendix II. 
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approach was consistent with ISO terminology defining Quality. The Committee therefore 
amended paragraph 1 of the Introduction to indicate that quality included safety. Paragraph 3 
of the Introduction was amended to delete reference to the word quality because in general it 
was not possible to limit inspection for safety to the distribution process or prior to final sale. 

Section 2 - Definitions 

The Committee retained the definition of Audit as being consistent with the relevant 
ISO definition, however it was noted that the Spanish text of this definition was not 
appropriately worded. 

The definition of Certification was amended to replace the expression "competent 
authorities" which could lead to confusion as to the nature of the authority having final 
responsibility for government-to-government certification. The Committee agreed to use the 
expressions "official certification bodies or officially recognized certification bodies". It was 
acknowledged that the use of the term "official" in this context pertained to a government 
agency and that the words "official" and "government" were co-equal terms. 

The definition of Inspection was amended slightly to improve its clarity. The 
Committee did not accept a proposal to restrict inspection or certification to the verification of 
conformity to Codex standards, as the principles were intended to be general in their 
application. 

The definitions of Official Inspection Systems and Official Certification  Systems and 
Officially Recognized Inspection Systems and Officially Recognized Certification Systems 
were amended to indicate that the agency having jurisdiction was a government agency (see 
para. 21 above). The Committee confirmed decisions taken at its previous session that 
inspection and certification by non-government systems was an acceptable arrangement 
provided that authority• had been delegated or officially recognized by a legislative, 
government or government agency for the operation of such systems. An amendment was 
made to the definition of Official Inspection Systems and Official Certification  Systems to 
emphasise this. The Delegation of Brazil noted that national legislation in that country did not 
provide for the use of an official national inspection system, inspection being carried out by 
federal, state and municipal authorities. 

The Committee decided to maintain the definition for Requirements and revised the 
definition for Risk Assessment so that it referred to both the likelihood and severity of 
adverse effects. In the latter case it was noted that the 21st Session of the Commission in 
July 1995 would discuss the report of the FAO/WHO Expert Consultation on the Application 
of Risk Analysis to Food Standards Issues -(see, para. 15). Among the issues to be discussed 
would be the establishment of Codex-wide definitions in this field. The Committee noted that 
it may be necessary to amend this definition at a later date. The Committee also noted that 
food standards sometimes addressed the potential for adverse effects due to allergenicity and 
requested advice on how to deal with risk analysis in this context. 
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Section 3 - Principles 

The Committee noted that the food inspection and certification systems to which the 
present text referred did not extend to the protection of animal or plant life or health. These 
matters were appropriate mandates of the OIE and IPPC respectively. 

The Committee recognized that contamination of the primary production environment 
could be localized and amended the Principles accordingly. 

In regard to transparency the Committee recalled that significant changes had been 
introduced into the text to open the principles and operations of food inspection and 
certification systems to public scrutiny. It did not therefore deem it necessary to adopt a 
separate definition for transparency. 

The Committee confirmed that the special and differential treatment accorded to 
developing countries in designing and applying food inspection and certification systems 
provided flexibility in the design and the application of the systems but not in the standards to 
which they applied. 

Status of the draft principles for food import and export inspection and certification 

The Committee advanced the draft principles for food import and export inspection 
and certification to Step 8 of the procedure for submission to the 21st Session of the Codex 
Alimentarius Commission for adoption. The revised draft principles are contained in 
Appendix II of this report. 

The Committee noted that similar principles were being developed by the 
MERCOSUR group of countries (Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay, Uruguay) to facilitate trade in 
foods, and that comments by countries on these principles were invited. 

DRAFT GUIDELINES FOR INFORMATION EXCHANGE IN FOOD CONTROL 
EMERGENCY SITUATIONS AT STEP 7 (Agenda Item 6)" 

The proposed draft Guidelines for Inf -mation Exchange in Food Control Emergency 
Situations, developed by the government of Sweden, were adopted by the 41st Session of the 
Executive Committee (June 1994) at Step 5.14  Government comments at Step 6 were 
requested under CL 1994/21-FICS." The Committee agreed to the following changes: 

" ALINORM 95/30, Appendix III 

14 ALINORM 95/3, para. 47 and Appendix II. 

is Canada, Denmark, Egypt, Malaysia, the United Kingdom, the United States 
(CX/FICS 95/4); the International Federation of Grocery Manufacturer Associations 
(CX/FICS 95/4 and CX/FICS 95/4-Add. 1); and, the European Community (Conference 
Room Document 3). 



Paragraph 2 

The Committee clarified this paragraph by indicating that exporting country food 
control authorities should promptly notify "by telecommunication the appropriate authorities" 
in countries which have imported or are the destination of foods. The Committee also added 
a sentence indicating that countries should inform the public where appropriate. The reference 
to "telecommunication" was also inserted into paragraph 3. 

Paragraph 5 

The Committee clarified this section by indicating that each country should identify a 
"primary". contact point for food control emergency situations. In view of the elaboration of 
the List of Contacts for Food Import Control Agencies (see paras. 77-80), the Committee also 
agreed that comments should be requested on those contact points responsible for food control 
emergency situations with a view towards creating one comprehensive list (i.e., List of 
Contacts for Food Import Control and Information Exchange in Food Control Emergency 
Situations).  

Paragraph 7 

In response to the concerns of several delegations that providing information to 
international organizations should not be a matter of routine, the Committee was informed 
that WHO published a weekly epidemiological report on specific notifiable diseases: The 
Committee was also informed of efforts by FAO to provide information to governments on 
food related disease outbreaks (e.g., cholera, plague). 

In view of  this discussion, the Committee decided to amend this paragraph by 
indicating that information "should" be provided to FAO, WHO and other international 
organizations only when specifically requested' to do so. 

Paragraph 9 

The Committee clarified this section by indicating that information provided on 
specific food-borne health hazards should be in accordance with the format included in the 
Annex to the Guidelines. It was also agreed that all such foods, as opposed to the "most 
important" foods, should be identified. This decision was made with the understanding that 
only those foods specifically linked to the incident required identification. 

Paragraph 10 

The Committee decided to combine paragraphs 10 and 11 and created a new 
paragraph 10 which stressed that implicated food shipments should be clearly identified and 
that information be provided on measures taken to prevent further contamination, to recall and 
detain product, to indicate final disposition and any action taken. 
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Annex to the Guidelines 

The Committee added a preamble at the beginning of the Annex for clarity of use of 
the standard format. 

In the section entitled "Nature of the Health Hazard", the Committee added categories 
concerning veterinary drugs, environmental contaminants and other identified hazards. It was 
also indicated that in all cases, the specific hazard and the levels or prevalence of hazards of 
concern should be identified. 

In the section entitled "Identification of Foods Concerned", the Committee agreed to 
add description and quantity of product, type and size of package, lot identification and 
seller/importer information. The indent concerning "information on trade in food" was 
deleted as this was considered superfluous to the exchange of information. 

Status of the Draft Guidelines for the Exchange of Information in Food Control 
Emergency Situations 

The Committee expressed its appreciation to Sweden for its work and agreed to 
forward the revised Guidelines to the 21st Session of the Codex Alimentarius Commission for 
adoption at Step 8. The Guidelines are 'attached to this report as Appendix III. 

PROPOSED DRAFT GLOSSARY OF TERMS BASED ON INTERNATIONALLY 
ACCEPTED DEFINITIONS (Agenda Item 7) 16  

The Committee recalled that it had decided to circulate the proposed draft Glossary of 
Terms Based on Internationally Accepted Definitions for comment and review at its current 
session. The Glossary had been prepared in order to include additional terms to those 
included in the proposed draft Principles and to assist the Committee in its future work. It had 
been decided that the Glossary would be an internal reference paper for exclusive use of the 
Committee, which would not be developed as a document for adoption by the Commission." 

Several delegations noted that in the interest of international harmonization and 
transparency, definitions established by other Codex Committees or international organizations 
(e.g., ISO) should not be modified when included in the Glossary. 	The validity of 
establishing a Glossary purely for the Committee's internal use was also questioned, as was 
the inclusion of less relevant or unnecessary terms. In this regard, the Committee reaffirmed 
its previous decision that the Glossary should only contain those terms which were ' 
indispensable to the Committee's future work. Considerable support was given to the Criteria 
for the inclusion of terms in the proposed draft glossary of  ternis  proposed by the USA in 
written comments (CRD 1). 

16  CX/FICS 95/5 and comments from the United States (CX/FICS 95/5-Add. 1 and 
Conference Room Document 1), Australia (CRD 5), Thailand (CRD 6), Malaysia (CRD 9) 
and the European Community (CRD 3). 

17 ALINORM 95/30, paras. 37-40 



Several delegations expressed concern that the Glossary had the potential to be utilised 
by the WTO under the TBT and SPS Agreements. The Codex Secretariat informed the 
Committee that unless the Glossary were to be formally adopted by the Commission, it would 
have no formal status in Codex and could not be published as part of the Codex Alimentarius. 
It was also indicated that if the document was truly restricted to the Committee's internal use, 
the glossary would not have official status and could be not be used as an official source of 
definitions. 

In view of this, several delegations felt that the Committee would be setting an 
unnecessary precedence for unofficial glossaries to be used as a reference source in the 
context of the Uruguay Round WTO Agreements. Other delegations felt that the Glossary 
should receive official status through adoption by the Commission, particularly in the interest 
of establishing uniform and consistent terms between various international bodies. 

Status of the Proposed Draft Glossary of Terms Based on Internationally Accepted 
Definitions 

The Committee decided to discontinue the development of the Glossary at the present 
time, with the understanding that the Australian Secretariat would revise and maintain the 
Glossary for use by the Committee as a future reference source if and when required. It was 
also noted that this recommendation would be forwarded to the Executive Committee for 
approval. 

PROPOSED DRAFT GUIDELINES FOR THE DESIGN, OPERATION, ASSESSMENT 
AND ACCREDITATION OF FOOD IMPORT AND EXPORT INSPECTION AND 
CERTIFICATION SYSTEMS AT STEP 4 (Agenda Item 8) 18  

The Committee recalled that the programme of work outlined at its first session 
included the development of guidance documents relating to harmonized import and export 
inspection and certification systems, including guidelines on the design and operation of food 
inspection and certification systems, application of equivalence principles, decision criteria 
and action, criteria of competence for food inspection and certification bodies, procedures for 
accreditation and assessment and verification. 	Documents covering ' these topics were 
prepared and discussed by the Committee at its second session in 1993. Following an 
extensive debate on the documents submitted, the Committee at its second session requested 
the delegation of Canada and the representative of the EC, working in cooperation with the 
individual author countries and the Secretariat, to prepare a concise revised document with the 
maximum amount of integration possible between the various subjects.' 

The document was introduced by the delegation of Canada and the representative of 
the EC. In preparing the document attention had been paid to guidance on how to apply the 

18  CX/FICS 95/6 and Comments of United Kingdom (CX/FICS 95/6 Add. 1), New 
Zealand, United States of  America (CX/FICS 95/6 Add. 2) International Dairy Federation 
(CRD 2), European Community (CRD 3), Malaysia and Thailand (CRD 8) and the European 
Accreditation Certification/European Cooperation for Accreditation of Laboratories 
EAC/EAL (CRD 12). 

19  See ALINORM 95/30, paras. 41 - 62, especially paragraph 62. 



general principles of food import and export inspection and certification in a manner which 
would not be too bureaucratic or restrict trade. It was further noted that some elements of the 
document; for example, definitions would need to be revised as a consequence of changes 
made to the principles themselves (see paras. 18 to 30 above). 

General 

The Committee expressed its overall general satisfaction with the document. 
However, concern was expressed that aspects of transparency were not well incorporated and 
that the rights of consumers, their representatives and other interested parties to have scrutiny 
over food import and export inspection and certification systems were not well incorporated 
within the draft Guidelines. 

Section 1 
	

Scope 

It was suggested that the scope should specify that the guidelines should set out the 
development of equivalent import and export inspection and certification systems rather than 
the development of harmonized systems. 

Section 2 	 Definitions 

In relation to the definition of Risk Assessment and the possibility of other definitions 
used in association with risk analysis, the Committee agreed to maintain the text established in 
its discussion on the principles of import and export inspection and certification and to await 
advice which may be forthcoming from the Joint FAO/WHO Expert Consultation in this area 
(see para. 15). Some delegations noted that the terms related to risk were not used 
consistently throughout the document. 

Several delegations drew attention to the need to define equivalence in a manner which 
was more closely in line with the article on equivalence in the SPS Agreement. 

Section 3 	 Principles and General Considerations 

It was noted that the Section entitled Principles described in fact the purpose of the 
document rather than setting down principles. 

Several delegations were of the opinion that the objectives and purpose of inspection 
and certifications systems should be limited exclusively to human health and safety. matters. 
However, in light of the Committee's previous discussions on this issue, there was general 
agreement that such systems should address consumer and commercial fraud and similar 
issues. 

Although the Committee recognized that responsibility for quality and safety of food 
rested with the producer, and that control systems such as HACCP were strongly encouraged 
for use at the producer and industry level, it was agreed that the document should clearly state 
that the official inspection and certification of foods was the responsibility of governments 
even if the application of the certification and inspection systems had been delegated to non-
government institutions or carried out by officially recognized non-government institutions. In 
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this regard, some delegations stated that it was not possible for importers to apply HACCP 
systems or ISO 9000 systems directly to imported foods. 

Section 4 	Equivalence 

The Committee agreed that this Section required extensive redrafting in order to 
simplify some of the requirements and to indicate, in a positive way, that countries wishing to 
establish equivalence of their systems with their trading partners should take into account the 
systems in operation in the exporting country. Some delegations, however, stated that the 
nature of inspection, or other controls which would be instituted as a result of recognizing 
systems in operation in the exporting country, could be discriminatory to domestic production. 

Section 5 	 Infrastructure 

Considerable attention was paid to the provisions relating to food legislation in this • 
Section. Some delegations were of the opinion that the Section should be restricted to the 
application of Codex standards and related texts. Other delegations stated that. the coverage of 
these paragraphs should be as complete as possible, excluding contractual relationships 
between commercial buyer and seller. It was also pointed out that provisions regarding ethical 
rules and professional secrecy were not clear. However, as such provisions were not 
normally part of food legislation the question may need to be addressed in terms of legitimate 
confidentiality. Special attention needed to be paid to controls over rejected products. 

In relation to control programmes and administrative procedures outlined in the 
document several delegations requested that reference to HACCP based systems used to 
ensure adequate food hygiene should be strengthened, as the Guidelines for the Application of 
the HACCP System had already been adopted by the Commission." 

In regard to certification systems, several delegations stated that bilateral or other 
government-to-government agreements were more appropriate means of meeting food control 
objectives than was certification. It was recognized, however, that such agreements may not 
cover all international trade, and that some developing countries in particular relied on 
appropriate certification. 

The Committee paid considerable attention to the control of laboratory performance. 
It was indicated that laboratory results had to be scientifically acceptable regardless of the 
status of accreditation of individual laboratories. Quality assurance systems were essential to 
providing such acceptability. 

In relation to the internal audit of national systems questions were raised as to the 
degree to which such audits should be undertaken by external auditors. 

Section 6 	Decision Criteria and Action 

Several delegations expressed concern at the provisions relating to the frequency and 
intensity of controls. One concern was that a number of different principles had been 
included in this section without adequate explanation. It was suggested that the frequency and 

" ALINORM 93/40, para. 242. 
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intensity of controls could be linked to the use of electronic data systems in order to select 
consignments for inspection on the basis of risk assessment. 

It was agreed that clear and explicit decision-making criteria were required in  the 
application of inspectión systems in order to protect operators from arbitrary decision making 
and that these criteria should be objectively based. 

Section 7 	 Competence of National Inspection and Certification Bodies 
Section 8 	 Assessment and Verification 
Section 9 	 Accreditation 

It was suggested that exporting countries may not be aware of all requirements of the 
importing countries and that this should be taken into account. In regard to criteria which 
should be included in the assessment and verification of food inspection and certification 
systems, it was indicated that such criteria should include, among other criteria, the results of . 
random testing. 

International Documentation 

The  •  Committee noted the list of international documentation relating to objective 
criteria and the development of these criteria for the assessment of the competence of 
inspection and certification bodies. This information was contained in Appendix 1 to the 
proposed draft guidelines which also included the texts of documents presented at the 
Committee's Second Session in CX/FICS 93/5 Add.3, Appendices 1 and 2. An extensive 
debate took place which included proposals to extend the references. In this regard, it was 
noted that ISO/IEC Guide 40 was to be revised by ISO/CASCO. The Committee agreed that 
it would be inappropriate to publish the information contained in the Appendix in detail 
primarily because such information was being regularly revised by the author organizations 
and that it would be an onerous task for Codex Alimentarius to make consequential 
amendments based on revisions by these organizations. It agreed however that it would be 
very helpful to provide governments with a reference list of documents. It was agreed 
therefore that a separate reference list would be maintained and updated on a regular basis by 
the Australian Secretariat and that reference to the availability of this list would be included in 
the document. 

Guidelines on Procedures for Auditing the Inspection and Certification Systems of an 
Exporting Country by an Importing Country' 

The Committee supported the inclusion of this document to the draft guidelines. In 
discussing this Appendix delegations made the following points: 

the document should be focussed on the systein rather than on food products; 

the definition of "audit" could be deleted as this was now covered by the 
Principles on Food .Import and Export Inspection and Certification; 

21  Originally "Guidelines on Procedures for Conducting an Assessment and Verification 
of an Importing Country" (CX/FICS 95/6, Appendix 2). 
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countries exporting a product for the first time could be disadvantaged by the 
absence of a history of exporting activity; 

the principles of the ISO 10 000 series on auditing should be incorporated to 
the greatest extent possible. 

Status of the Proposed Draft Guidelines for the Design, Operation, Assessment and 
Accreditation of Food Import and Export Inspection and Certifications Systems 

67. 	The Committee requested that the document be redrafted in the light of the extensive 
comments and suggestions and be recirculated for further comments at Step 3 prior to its next 
Session. The delegation of Canada and the representative of the European Community 
offered their continued assistance in the redrafting of the document. 

PROPOSED DRAFT GUIDELINES FOR THE EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION ON 
REJECTIONS AT STEP 4 (Agenda Item 9a) 22  

The Committee recalled that at its last session it was agreed that the proposed draft 
Guidelines for the Exchange of Information on Rejections would be prepared by Sweden for 
circulation and government comment.' The Committee decided that the Guidelines should 
emphasize the bilateral nature of information exchange and address the questions of rejected 
or re-exported cargoes and of protecting the confidentiality of information.' 

The Committee amended the title to "Proposed Draft Guidelines for the Exchange of 
Information Between Countries on Rejections of Imported Food". A footnote was also added 
to _indicate the availability of the List of Contacts for Food Import Control and Information 
Exchange in Food Control Emergency Situations through the Australian Codex Contact Point 
(see also paras. 77 to 80). 

In the section concerning• Scope, a cross reference was added to the "Codex 
Guidelines for the Exchange of Information in Food Control Emergency Situations". The 
Committee also clarified that the Guidelines only applied to rejections caused by failure to 
comply with importing country requirements. 

.71. 	In the General Considerations section, the Committee added "evidence of 
misrepresentation or consumer fraud" as an additional reason for notification of rejection to 
the exporting country. 

72. 	The Committee also indicated (in General Considerations) that the provision of 
information to the • public on rejected food was subject to constraints imposed by 
confidentiality. It was also suggested that if information was provided to the public only on 
the rejection of imported foods it could lead to new trade barriers. As several delegations felt 
that providing information to FAO on rejections of imported food should not be mandatory, 

22  CX/FICS 95/7 

23  Conference Room Document 10 (United States) 

24  ALINORM 95/30, paras. 63-66 
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the Committee clarified that such information should only be provided on request. The 
Representative of FAO indicated that resource constraints needed to be considered in relation 
to the application of this provision. The paragraph was placed in square brackets so that 
governments commenting on the document would pay particular attention to the questions 
raised. 

In the section concerning Importation Details, the Committee simplified the section 
by deleting specific elements related to the provision of information on rejections. The 
Committee also simplified the section concerning Rejection Decisions, and clarified the 
section regarding Reasons for Rejection. 

In the section on Action Taken, the Committee clarified that if importing countries 
were aware that rejected foods were being transhipped to other destinations, such information 
should be provided to the other country concerned. Concern was however expressed that the 
text went wider than this and put an obligation on importing countries to circulate 
notifications about consignments over which they had no direct knowledge or control. 

The title and introductory paragraph of the Appendix to the Guidelines was revised 
and simplified. Notwithstanding the opinion of some delegations that specific examples of 
Reasons for Rejection in the Appendix were unnecessary, the Committee agreed to maintain 
this section as proposed. However, a note was added indicating that information on sampling 
and analytical methods and test results should be provided upon request. 

Status of the Proposed Draft Guidelines for the Exchange of Information Between 
Countries on Rejections of Imported Food 

The Committee thanked Sweden for its efforts and agreed to forward the proposed 
draft Guidelines to the 21st Session of the Commission for adoption at Step 5. The proposed 
draft Guidelines are attached to this report as Appendix IV. 

CONSIDERATION OF THE LIST OF CONTACTS FOR FOOD IMPORT CONTROL 
AGENCIES (Agenda Item 9b)  

The Committee recalled that at its previous session governments were requested to 
specify which of the contacts for food  import  control agencies also handled information 
exchange in food control emergency situations' (also see paras. 31-41). The List of 
Contacts for Food Import Control Agencies was revised on the basis of government comments 
submitted in response to CL 1993/37-FICS. Several delegations at the current CCFICS 
meeting indicated that new or revised information would also be provided in the future. 

The Committee agreed that in addition to information as to which agencies were 
responsible for specific foods, information should also be provided concerning the primary 
contact agency irrespective of the food type. 

25 CX/FICS 95/7-Add.2 (Revised) 

26 ALINORM 95/30, paras. 67-69 
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In response to inquiries concerning the status of the document within Codex, the 
Committee was informed that the list could be periodically revised on the basis of government 
comments provided to the Australian Secretariat. It was also suggested that footnotes could 
be added to the Guidelines for the Exchange of Information in Food Control Emergency 
Situations and for the Exchange of Information Between Countries on Rejections of Imported 
Food to indicate the availability of the List at the Australian Codex Contact Point. 

Status of the List of Contacts for Food Import Control and Information Exchange in 
Food Control Emergency Situations 

The Australian Secretariat agreed to maintain the list as proposed, with the 
understanding that revisions to the List of Contacts for Food Import Control and Information 
Exchange in Food Control Emergency Situations would be requested by Australia on a 
regular basis. It was also agreed that the Australian Codex Contact Point would serve as 
distributor of the list when requested. 

PROPOSED DRAFT GUIDELINES ON THE PRINCIPLE ELEMENTS IN AN 
ELECTRONIC DOCUMENTATION SYSTEM AT STEP 4 (Agenda Item 10) 27  

The Committee recalled that at its previous session it had been decided to circulate the 
proposed draft Guidelines for 	comment at Step 328, with the view towards their 
consideration at the Committee's current session.' The document was introduced by the 
Delegation of Australia, which also provided information on common data elements within the 
context of the UN/EDIFACT Guidelines. The Delegation also pointed out that the  document 
now included provisions concerning the security of data along thé lines recommended by 
UN/EDIFACT. A EDIFACT document describing the details of the draft Electronic 
Sanitary/Phytosanitary Certificate (SANCRT) and giving an example was distributed to 
delegates. 

A number of delegations expressed concern at the recommendation, at several points 
in the document, that a central facility be established for the reception of electronic 
certificates. In some cases, such a requirement would create constitutional or administrative 
problems. The Committee agreed that such facilities could' be centralized or regionalized 
provided that, in the latter case, the facilities were linked. Similarly, references to export 
inspection agencies would have to be modified to provide for countries where such agencies 
did not exist under the law. 

27 CX/FICS 95/8 and Addendum. 

28  United States (CX/FICS 95/8-Add.1); the European Community (CRD 3); OIE (CRD 
11); and UN/EDIFACT (unnumbered information document containing a draft 
recommendation for the Electronic Sanitary/Phytosanitary Certificate). 

29 ALINORM 95/30, paras. 76-79 
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Status of the Proposed Draft Guidelines on the Principle Elements in an Electronic 
Documentation System 

The Committee agreed that it would be appropriate to obtain further detailed 
comments on the Proposed Draft Guidelines, especially from countries which had little 
current experience in the use of the technology. It therefore agreed to circulate the Proposed 
Draft Guidelines to governments and interested international organizations at Step 3 of the 
Procedure. The Proposed Draft Guidelines are attached as Appendix V to the present report. 

PROPOSED DRAFT GUIDELINES ON THE APPLICATION OF THE ISO 9000 
SERIES TO FOOD INSPECTION AND CERTIFICATION SYSTEMS AT STEP 2 
(Agenda Item 11) 3°  

The Committee recalled that its terms of reference included responsibility for 
preparing guidance on the application of quality assurance systems to food import and export 
inspection and certification. At its Second Session the Committee addressed the issue of the 
use of the ISO 9000 series of standards for application to food import and export inspection 
and certification systems." 

The document was introduced by the delegation of France which explained that care 
had been taken to prepare a concise document of relevance to control authorities, certification 
authorities and the food industry. The document identified the regulatory requirements which 
needed to be addressed whether they be requirements contained in Codex or other 
requirements. It further recognized that the introduction or use of such a system was 
voluntary but could as required be taken into account by competent authorities. The 
document made a clear distinction between certification of the processor enterprise and 
product as well as official certification and commercial certification. 

The Committee expressed its appreciation for the work undertaken by the delegation 
of France. 

Several delegations stressed the appropriateness and importance of the ISO 9000 series 
of standards in general applications. However, a number of delegations questioned the 
usefulness, based on experience in their own countries, of the ISO 9000 series in the food 
sector. These countries were of the opinion that the main quality system required for 
protection of consumer health were the Guidelines for the Application of the HACCP System 
already adopted by Codex.' These delegations expressed their reservation in regard to the 
establishment of the Guidelines based on the ISO 9000 Series. 

Other delegations pointed out, on the other hand, that the .HACCP system and the ISO 
9000 standards were fully compatible and that HACCP cbuld be incorporated into an ISO 

3°  CX/FICS 95/9 and comments from European Community (CRD 3), USA (CRD 4) 
and ISO (CRD 7). 

31 ALINORM 95/30, paras. 85-87. 

32 ALINORM 93/40, para. 242. 



- 18 - 

9000 system designed to meet regulatory requirements. 33  These delegations were of the 
opinion that the use of the ISO 9000 system enhanced official control but did not in any way 
replace it. ,They noted that the decision to implement an ISO 9000 quality system was a 
voluntary one on the part of the enterprise concerned. They further indicated that conformity 
with ISO 9000 standards should not be used by importing countries as a prerequisite for 
import. 

The Committee agreed that it was premature to consider the document within the 
context of the Codex procedure for the elaboration of standards and related texts. It requested 
the delegation of France to revise the document in the form of draft Guidelines in light of the 
comments made at the present session. It was agreed information on the practical application 
of the ISO 9000 series to the food sector would be sought from countries for consideration at 
the next session, when the possible establishment of Codex Guidelines on the Application of 
the ISO 9000 Series to Food Inspection and Certification Systems could be considered. 

REVIEW OF EXISTING CODEX STANDARDS OR CODES WITH A VIEW 
TOWARDS THE HARMONIZATION OF INSPECTION AND CERTIFICATION 
SYSTEMS (Agenda Item 12) 34  

The Committee recalled that at its previous session it was agreed not to come to a 
conclusion on the above matter and therefore, could not provide substantive advice to other 
Codex Committees." It decided, however, to discuss the matter further at its Third session. 

The Australian Secretariat informed the Committee that the working paper presented 
two options for its consideration, namely; 1) a general policy statement for adoption by the 
Commission as a Codex recommendation, and; 2) a specific text intended for inclusion in 
Codex Standards, Codes and Guidelines along lines developed by other Codex Committees. 

The Codex Secretariat informed the Committee that although both of the proposed 
approaches were outside the Committee's terms of reference, the general text (i.e., Option 1) 
could be recommended to the Commission for adoption and inclusion in the Codex 
Alimentarius Procedural Manual under Section J, "Relations Between Codex Committees". 

Several delegations were of the opinion that CCFICS did not have the authority to 
instruct other Codex Committees and therefore, suggested to recommend adoption of the 
general policy text (Option 1). 

Other delegations were of the opinion that other Codex Committees could not be 
compelled to adopt a specific text for inclusion in Codex Standards (Option 2). It was also 
stated that regardless of a potential CCFICS recommendation for the inclusion of a specific 
text, Codex Standards generally did not contain provisions related to inspection and 
certification. 

33  Regulatory requirements are often known as "technical regulations". See Annex 1 of 
the TBT Agreement. 

34 CX/FICS 95/10 and comments from the European Community in CRD 3. 

35 ALINORM 95/30, paras. 80-82 
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It was also suggested that the ‘CCFICS did not have the authority to take action in 
either case. The delegation of Malaysia supported this opinion, especially in view of the 
inconsistency in the interpretation of terms used by various Codex bodies and the difficulties 
associated with harmonizing a wide variety of Codex standards. Malaysia also stated that 
CCFICS should not unnecessarily impose conditions on other commodity committees without 
consideration of the already agreed to format laid out in Codex standards. 

Taking into account the above discussions, the Committee concluded that the following 
general statement should be forwarded to the Commission for adoption and possible inclusion 
in the Codex Alimentarius Procedural Manual as a general Codex recommendation: 

Subject and commodity Committees should refer to the  principles  and 
guidelines developed by the Codex Committee on Food Inspection and 
Certification Systems when developing provisions and/or recommendations on 
inspection and certification and make any appropriate amendments to the 
standards, guidelines and codes within the responsibility of the individual 
committees at the earliest convenient time. 

The Delegation of Malaysia reserved its position on this decision. 

OTHER BUSINESS (Agenda Item 13) 

Model Certificate for Fish Inspection Purposes 

The 21st Session of the Codex Committee on Fish and Fishery Products agreed that it 
would be useful to. develop a model certificate specially for fish inspection purposes with the 
objective of facilitating international trade, and suggested that CCFICS consider this matter so 
as to identify the requirements to be included in such a certificate.' This proposal was 
supported by the Committee. It was agreed however that it would be more appropriate for this 
Committee to provide general advice on the layout and formats of inspection certificates and 
for individual commodity committees to provide the technical details of such certificates. 
The Chairman of the Fish Committee indicated that work could begin immediately on this 
task and that an initial paper may be available for comment by the CCFICS at its next Session 
prior to further elaboration by the CCFFP. It was noted by the Committee that an IDF 
Model Certificate for Milk and Milk Products was available. 

Legislation Related to the Inspection and Certification of Agricultural Products 

At the Committee's 2nd Session the Secretariat agreed to provide information to the 
Committee on FAO's legislation service in collating information on food and agriculture 
legislation relevant to the work of the Committee." The Secretariat reported that towards 
the end of 1994 FAO Legislative Study no.54 entitled Legislation Governing Food Quality 
Control and Certification: Authorities and Producers had been published in French and that 
the English and Spanish versions of this title would be published in the near future. FAO 
Legal Service continued to collect information on current legislation and on the role and 

36  ALINORM 95/18, para. 7. 

37  ALINORM 95/30 para. 70. 
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responsibilities of the public and the private sector involved regarding the control of foodstuff 
quality. 

MEDIUM-TERM OBJECTIVES AND FUTURE PROGRAMME OF WORK 
(Agenda Item 14) 

The delegation of the United States proposed the elaboration of draft guidelines for the 
development of agreements between exporting and importing countries. The objectives of 
such guidelines would be to establish mutual agreements in an effort to enhance consumer 
protection and to provide for the efficient and effective regulation and expeditious movement 
of acceptable products in international trade. The representative of the EC expressed the EC's 
full support for this initiative and restated their opposition to the excessive use of certification 
stating that mutual recognition agreements were the preferred method of trade facilitation. 
The Committee requested the United States to prepare a draft document for consideration at 
the Committee's next Session. 

The Committee noted that with the advancement of two major items of work to Step 8 
and with the suspension of work on the glossary of terms and definitions its programme of 
work had been substantially modified. However, the work of the Committee remained 
consistent with the medium-term objective of the Commission no.9 Harmonization of Testing 
Procedures and Inspection and Certification Systems. The Committee's Current Status of 
Work is annexed to this Report. 

DATE AND PLACE OF THE NEXT SESSION (Agenda Item 15) 

The Secretariat reported that the Commission at its 20th Session had agreed that the 
CCFICS should continue to meet in the future with the understanding that it should exercise 
caution in setting its programme of work." The Chairman indicated that the Committee's 
4th Session would be held in Canberra in approximately one year's time. 

" ALINORM 93/40 paras. 278-280. 



- 21 - 
ANNEX 

CODEX COMMITTEE ON FOOD IMPORT AND EXPORT 
CERTIFICATION AND INSPECTION SYSTEMS 

CURRENT STATUS OF WORK 

SUBJECT STEP FOR ACTION BY: DOCUMENT 
REFERENCE 

Draft Principles for Food Import and 
Export Inspection and Certification 

8 21st CAC ALINORM 95/30A 
Appendix II 

, 
Draft Guidelines for the Exchange of 
Information in Food Control Emergency 
Situations 

8 21st CAC ALINORM 95/30A 
Appendix III 

Proposed Draft Guidelines for the 
Exchange of Information Between 
Countries on Rejections of Imported Food 

5 21st CAC 
Governments 
4th CCFICS 

ALINORM 95/30A 
Appendix IV 

Proposed Draft Guidelines on the Principle 
Elements in an Electronic Documentation 
System 

3 Governments 
4th CCFICS 

ALINORM 95/30A, 
Appendix V 

Proposed Draft Guidelines for the Design, 
Operation, Assessment and Accreditation 
Food Inspection and Certification Systems 

3 Canada/EC 
Governments 
4th CCFICS 

ALINORM 95/30 
paras. 47-67 

General Statement on Provisions 
concerning Inspection and Certification in 
Codex Standards 

- 

21st CAC ALINORM 95/30A, 
paras. 90-97 

Application of the ISO 9000 Series to Food 
Inspection and Certification Systems 

2 France 
4th CCFICS 

ALINORM 95/30A 
paras. 84-89 

, 

Proposed Draft Guidelines for the 
Development of Agreements between 
Exporting and Importing Countries 

1 21st CAC 
USA 	. 
4th CCFICS 

ALINORM 95/30A, 
para. 100 

List of Contacts for Food Import Control 
and Information Exchange in Food.Control 

. Emergency Situations 

Governments 
Australia 
4th CCFICS 

ALINORM 95/30A, 
paras. 77-80 
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International Consultant 
National Food Authority 
81 Ferry Road 
Glebe NSW 2037 
Tel:  61-2-692-0097 
Fax:  61-2-692-0257 
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AUSTRALIA (cont.d) 

Ms Wanda Oram-Miles 
Senior Executive Officer 
Food Policy Branch 
Australian Quarantine & Inspection Service 
GPO Box 858 
Canberra ACT 2601 
Tel: 61-6-272-3097 
Fax: 61-6-272-3013 

Dr Norm Blackman 
Director, National Residue Survey 
Bureau of Resource Sciences 
PO Box  El i 
Queen Victoria Terrace 
Barton ACT 2600 
Tel: 61-6-272-4549 
Fax: 61-6-272-4023 

Mrs Jan Booth 
Senior Executive Officer 
National Residue Survey 
Bureau of Resource Sciences 
PO Box  Eli  
Queen Victoria Terrace 
Barton ACT 2600 
Tel: 61-6-272-4682 
Fax: 61-6-272-4023  

AUSTRALIA (cont.d) 

Ms Kathy Salter 
Executive Officer 
Office of Food Safety 
Department of Primary Industries & Energy 
GPO Box 858 
Canberra ACT 2601 
Tel: 06-272-4232 
Fax: 06-272-5697 

Mr Terry Spencer 
Principal Food Technologist 
National Food Authority 
PO Box 7186 
Canberra MC ACT 2610 
Tel: 61-6-271-2286 
Fax: 61-6-271-2209 

Mr Dale Weedman 
Manager 
Regulatory Review 
National Registration Authority for Agric and 
Vet Chemicals 
PO Box E240 
Queen Victoria Terrace 
Barton ACT 2600 
Tel: 61-6-272-3779 
Fax: 61-6-272-4753 

Mr Jon Christian 
Principle Executive Officer 
Australian Quarantine & Inspection Service 
GPO Box 858 
Canberra ACT 2601 
Tel: 61-6-272-5478 
,Fax: 61-6-272-5773 

Mr Glen Martin 
Export Facilitation Officer 
Australian Quarantine & Inspection Service 
GPO BOX 2166 
Adelaide SA 5001 
Tel: 08-237-7080 
Fax: 08-237-7006 

Mr Joe Smith 
A/g Australian Government Analyst 
Australian Government Analytical 
Laboratories 
PO Box 65 
Belconnen ACT 2616 
Tel: 06-252-4923 
Fax: 06-252-4981 

Mr Doug Hocking 
Chief Quarantine Officer (Plants) 
NSW Agriculture 
Locked Bag 21 
Orange NSW 2800 
Tel: 61-3-913-150 
Fax: 61-3-913-206 
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AUSTRALIA (cont.d) 

Mr Graeme Munro 
Quality Systems Manager 
Australian Horticultural Corporation 
Level 14 
100 William Street 
Sydney NSW 2011 
Tel: 02-357-7000 
Fax: 02-356-3661 

Mr James Price 
Senior Research Officer 
PO Box El0 
Queen Victoria Terrace 
Barton ACT 2601 
Tel: 61-6-273-3000 
Fax: 61-6-273-3756 

Mr John Owusu 
National Registration Authority 
PO Box 240 
Queen Victoria Terrace 
Barton ACT 2600 
Tel: 61-6-271-6375 
Fax: 61-6-272-4753 

Mr Leon Radunz 
Regulatory Affairs Manager 
Bayer .  Australia Ltd 
B B'Crop Protection 
875 Pacific Highway 
Pymble NSW 2073 
Tel: 61-2-391-6264 
Fax: 61-2-391-6293 

Ms Felicity Rafferty 
Assistant Secretary 
Professional Division 
Community & Public Sector Union 
46-48 Colbee Court 
Woden ACT 2600 
Tel: 06-282-4188 
Fax: 06-282-4548 

AUSTRALIA (cont.d) 

Mr Keith Richardson 
Food Technology Liaison Officer 
CSIRO 
Division of Food, Science and Technology 
PO Box 52 
North Ryde NSW 2113 
Tel: 02-887-8333 
Fax: 02-887-3107 

Ms Bernadette Walsh 
Associate Technical Manager 
Australian Consumers' Association 
57 Carrington Road 
Marrickville NSW 2204 
Tel: 02-558-0099 
Fax: 02-559-1375 

Mr Graham Chalker 
Convenor 
Food Industry Council of Australia 
PO Box E14 
Queen Victoria Terrace 
Barton ACT 2601 
Tel: 06-273-2311 
Fax: 06-273-3286 

Mr Dan Damen 
Quality Assurance Officer 
Australian Wheat Board 
528 Lonsdale Street 
Melbourne VIC 3000 
Tel: 61-3-209-2126 
Fax: 61-3-670-2782 

Mr John 14 Dean 
Director Policy and Development 
Joint Accreditation System of Australia and 
New Zealand 
PO Box 164 
Civic Square ACT 2608 
Tel: 61-6-276-1156 
Fax: 61-6-276-2041 
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AUSTRALIA (cont.d) 

Mr Tony Downer 
Technical Director 
Council of Australian Food Technology .  

Associations (CAFTA) 
Private Bag 938 
North Sydney NSW 2059 
Tel: 02-963-7676 
Fax: 02-954-4327 

Mr Don Ford 
National Officer 
Community and Public Sector Union, CPSU 
Level 5 
191-199 Thomas Street 
Haymarket NSW 2000 
Tel: 02-334-9240 
Fax: 02-334-9252 

Mr Alan Harris 
Technical Director 
I.F.F. (Aust) Pty Ltd 
156 South Creek Road 
Dee Why NSW 2099 
Tel: 02-981-3800 
Fax: 02-981-3933 

AUSTRALIA (cont.d) 

Mr Phillip A Richardson 
Quality Manager 
Australian Dairy Corporation 
1601 Malvern Road 
Glen Iris VIC 3146 
Tel: 61-3-805-3777 
Fax: 61-3-805-3838 

Miss Jennifer Smith 
Manager Inspection 
National Association of Testing Authorities 
71-73 Flemington Road 
North Melbourne VIC 3051 
Tel: 03-329-1633 
Fax: 03-326-5148 

Mr Bill Spencer 
Marketing Manager 
SGS International Certification Services 
Pty Ltd 

74 McEvox Street 
Alexandria NSW 2015 
Tel: 61-2-930-5900 
Fax: 61-2-930-5965 

Mr Peter Peterson 
Executive Director 
National Fishing Industry Council 
Unit 1 
6 Phipps Place 
Deakin ACT 
Tel: 015-008-616 

Mr Gary Pysing 
FIG Deputy President 
Community and Public Sector Union 
Level 5 
141-199 Thomas Street 
Haymarket NSW 
Tel: 61-2-334-9240 
Fax: 61-2-334-9252 

BELGIUM 
BELGIQUE 
BELGICA 

Mr Bruno Buts 
Food Inspector 
MInistry of Public Health 
Food Inspection 
Ministere de la Sante Publique 
Inspection des Denrees Alimentaires 
CAE - Quartier Vesale (413) 
B1010 Bruxelles 
Tel: 32-2210-4831 
Fax: 32-2210-4816' 
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CANADA (cont.d) 

Ms Debra Bryanton 
Manager 
International Affairs 
Food Inpection Directorate 
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada 
59 Camelot Drive 
Nepean, Ontario KlA 0Y9 
Tel: 613-952-8000 
Fax: 613-990-3925 

Mr Ron Burke 
A/Director 
Bureau of Food Regulatory 
International & Interagency Affairs 
Health Canada 
HPB Building - Room 200 
Tunney's Pasture 
Ottawa Ontario KlA OL2 
Tel: 613-957-1748 
Fax: 613-941-3537 

CHILE 
CHILI 

Mr Jaime Bascunam 
Second Secretary 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Chile 
Embassy of Chile 
10 Culgoa Circuit 
O'Malley ACT 2602 
Tel 06-286-2430 
Fax: 06-286-1289 

CHINA, PEOPLES REPUBLIC OF 
CHINE, REPUBLIQUE POPULAIRE DE 
CHINA,  REPÚBLICA POPULAR DE 

Ms Chen Xiaofeng 
Deputy Director 
State Administration of Health Quarantine 
Ministry of Public Health 
No 4 Quarter of Anhuili 
Beijing 
Tel: 86-1-491-2746 
Fax: 86-1-491-2733 

BOTSWANA, REPUBLIC OF 

Mr Moffat Mogomotsi Pius Mbaakanyi 
General Manager Technical 
Botswana Meat Commission 
Private Bag 4 
Lobatse 
Tel: 267-330-321 
Fax: 267-332-504 

Mr Sebitso Kgotlaetsile Molapisi 
Quality Control Manager 
Botswana Meat Commission 
PO Box 400 
Lobatse 
Tel: 267-330-321 
Fax: 267-330-530 

BRAZIL 
BRESIL 
BRASIL 

Mr Jage Kadri 
Second Secretary 
Department of External Relations 
Embassy of Brazil - Canberra 
19 Forster Crescent 
Yarralumla ACT 2601, Australia 
Tel: 273-2372 
Fax: 273-2375 

CANADA 

Mr John Emberley 
Acting Assistant Deputy Minister 
Industry Services 
Fisheries and Oceans 
200 Kent Street 
Ottawa Ontario KIA 0E6 
Tel: 613-990-0144 
Fax: 613-993-4220 
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CHINA (cont.d) 
	

CHINA (cont.d) 

Mr Gregory Cheng 
Advisor 
Ministry of Health 
PO Box 5006 
West Chatswood NSW 
Australia 
Tel: 02-9500304 
Fax: 02-415-2939 

Mr Yang Zong Li 
Veterinarian 
Hubei Import & Export Commodity 
Inspection Bureau of People's Republic of 

26'7 	 China 
No 3 Wansong ngan Road, Hankou 
Tel: 027-585-4232 

Mr Huailin Li 
Dr Hu Guochang 
	 Director 

Director 
	 Chief Veterinarian 

National Center of Imported Food Safety 	 c/ State Administration of Import and Export 
Control & Inspection 
	

Commodity Inspection of the People's 
State Health & Quarantine Administration of 	Republic of China 
China, Ministry of Public Health 

	
15 Fangcaodi Xijie 

No 2 East Jingtaizhi 
	

Chaoyang District 
Guangyan Xi Road 
	

Beijing 100020 
Guangzhon 510405 
	

Tel: 86-1-5068149 
Tel: 020-659-0135 
	

Fax: 86-1-5002163 
Fax: 020-656-4610 

Dr Yao Jiarong 
Director 
The National Center for Import Food Hygiene 
Supervision and Inspection of Peoples 
Republic of China 
1701 Ha Mi Road 
Shanghai 200335 
Tel: 86-21-268-8476 
Fax: 86-21-268-6785 

Mr Lin Miao 
Inspection Officer 
Shenzhen Health & Quarantine Bureau of 
Peoples Republic of China 
Public Health Ministry 
2/F Huang Gang Custom Building 
Fu Tian Road, Shenzhen 
Guangdong 518045 
Tel: 86-755-3393802 
Fax: 86-755-3393825 

Dr Chen Junshi 
Professor 
Ministry of Public Health 
,Inst. of Nutrition and Food Hygiene 
Chinese Academy of Preventative Medicine 
29 Nan Wei Road 
Beijing 100050 
Tel: 86-1-318-7585 
Fax: 86-1-301-1875 

Mr. Chen Ming Sheng 
Dalien Health and Quarantine Bureau of 
Peoples Republic of China 
02 Changjiang Road 
Dalian 
PC 116001 
Tel: 86-411-270-9233 
Fax: 86-411-270-9233 
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CHINA (cont.d) 

Ms Sun Ni 
Inspection Officer 
Shenzhen Health and Quarantine Bureau of 
Peoples Republic of China 
2/F Huang Gang Custom Building 
Fu Tian Road 
Shenzhen 
Guangdong 518045 
Tel: 086-755-229-1737 
Fax: 86-755-339-3825 

Mr Yong Mao Ye 
Deputy Director 
Senior Engineer 
Food Committee of Sci/Tech Commission 
15 Fangcaodi Xijie 
Chaoyang District 
Beijing 100020 
Tel: 86-1-5068149 
Fax: 86-1-5002163 

Ms Jinshen Zhang 
Inspection Officer 
Gongbei Health and Quarantine Bureau 
Peoples Republic of China 
No 26 Qiaoguang Road 
Gonbei 
Zhuhai 
Guangdong 519020 
Tel: 86-756-889-2424 
Fax: 86-756-88-3561 

Dr Guo Hua Zuo 
Director 
Tianjin Frontier Health and Quarantine 
Bureau of Peoples Republic of China 
Tangku Tianjin 
Tel: 86-22-905-2713 
Fax: 86-22-579-2103 

COLOMBIA 
COLOMBIE 

Dr Marylu Nicholls 
First Secretary 
Government of Columbia 
Embassy of Colombia 
GPO Box 2892 
Canberra ACT 2601 
Australia 
Tel: 61-6-257-2027 
Fax: 61-6-257-1448 

CUBA 

Mr Eduardo Hernandez Antich 
Director 
National Centre of Quality Inspection 
Food Ministry 
Ciudad La Habana 
Cuba 
Tel: 537-414438 
Fax: 537-331748 

Mr Eduard 'Metela 
Counsellor 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
38 Culgoa Circuit 
O'Malley 2606 
Australia 
Tel: 290-0010 
Fax: 290-0006 

of 	CZECH REPUBLIC 
REPUBLIQUE TCHEQUE 
REPUBLICA CHECA 
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DENMARK 
DANEMARK 
DINAMARCA 

Dr Erik Engelst Petersen 
Veterinary Officer 
Ministry of Agriculture and 'Fisheries 
Danish Veterinary Service 
25 Rolighedsvej 
DK - 1958 Frederiksberg C 
Tel: 45-31-358100 
Fax: 45-35-361912 

Mrs Thyra Bjergskov 
Senior Fishery Officer 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries 
Directorate of Fisheries 
Stormgade 2 
DK 1470 Copenhagen K 
Tel: 45-33-963500 
Fax: 45-33-963900 
Telex: 16144 fmdk 

Mr Finn H Clemmengen 
Head of Division 
National Food Agency of Denmark 
Morkhoj Bygade 19 
DK-2860 Soborg 
Tel: 45-39-696600 
Fax: 45-39-660100 

Ms Anne Busk-Jensen MSc 
Deputy Director 
Confederation of Danish Industries 
DK-1787 Copenhagen V 
Tel: 45-33-773377 
Fax: 45-33-773420 

EGYPT 
EGYPTE 
EGIPTO 

Mr Mohamed El-Khashab 
First Secretary 
Egyptian Embassy 
1 Darwin Ave 
Yarralumla 2600 
Australia 
Tel: 273-4437 
Fax: 273-4279 

Mr Kamal El Din El Gemeie 
Director 
Ministry of Health 
Food Control, Food Safety 
Magless El Shaab St 
Cairo 
Tel: 3549696 
Fax: 3548152 

Mr Atef Elakrat 
General Director 
Ministry of Economy 
Importation Control 
Ramssis St 1st 
Marouf Cairo 
Tel: 002-02-5758848 

FIJI 
FIDJI 

Mr Aisea Waqa 
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries & Forests 
Chief Agricultural Quarantine Officer 
Agriculture, Fisheries & Forests 
PO Box 358 
Suva Fiji 
Tel: 679-312512 
Fax: 679-320153 
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FINLAND 
	

FRANCE (cont.d) 
FINLANDE 
FINLANDIA 
	

Miss Myriam Ferran 
Direction Generale de l'Alimentation 

Dr Kalevi Salminen 
	

Sous direction Recherche Innovation 
Director 
	

Reglementation 
National Food Administration 

	
Ministere de l'Agriculture et de la Peche 

Box 5 
	

175 rue du Chevaleret 
FIN 00531 Helsinki 
	

75013 - Paris 
Tel: 358-0-7726-7600 
	

Tel: 33-1-4955-5833 
Fax: 358-0-7726-7666 
	

Fax: 33-1-4955-5106 

Mrs Tuula Aalto 
Head of Control Unit 
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 
National Veterinary and Food Research 
Institute 
Box 368 
FIN 00231 Helsinki 
Tel: 358-0-393-1963 
Fax: 358-0-349-9438 

Mr Erkka Lindstrom 
Head of Department 
Finnish Customs Laboratory 
Box 53 
FIN 02151 Espoo 
Tel: 358-0-614-3280 
Fax: 358-0-463-383 

FRANCE 
FRANCIA 

Mr Jean-Pierre Doussin 
Vice-President 
Comite National du Codex 
Direction Generale de la Concurrence 
de la Consommation et de la Repression des 
Fraudes 
59 Boulevard Vincent Auriol 
75703 Paris Cedex 13 
Tel: 1-449-734-70 
Fax: 1-449-730-37 

Ms Catherine Vigreux 
Advisor - International Scientific  Regulatory 
Affairs 
Group Danone 
7 Rue de Téhéran 
75381 Paris Cedex 08 
Tel: 331-4435-2460 
Fax: 331-4561-4969 

Mr Francois Falconnet 
CITPPM/CSC 
44 Rue D'Alesia 
75682 Paris Cedex 14 
Tel: 33-1-43-21-3821 
Fax: 33-1-43-21-6839 

Mr Philippe Girard-Foley 
Avocat a la cour de Paris 
Girard-Foley 8c Associates 
Suite 1512 Shell Tower 
Times Square 1 Matheson St 
Causeway Bay 
Hong Kong 
Tel: 852-2-506-1083 
Fax: 852-2-506-2023 

GAMBIA 
GAMBIE 

Mr Bakary R Trawally 
Agriculture Pest Management Unit 
Department of Agricultural Services 
Yundum 
Tel: 220-472-207 
Fax: 220-472-875 
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GERMANY 
ALLEMAGNE 
ALEMANIA 

Dr Hans D Boehm 
Chief Section 
Food Hygiene and Food Importation 
Federal Ministry of Health 
Am Propsthof 78a 
D 53121 Bonn 
Tel: 0049-228-941-4220 
Fax:  0049-228-941-4944 

ICELAND 
ISLANDE 
ISLANDIA 

Mr. Brynjolfur Sandholt 
Director 
Veterinary Services 
Solvolsgata 7 
150 Reykjavik 
Tel: 354-1-609-750 
Fax: 354-1-21160 

Dr Hanke Hey 
Director 
Ministry of Health 
Lebeusmittel-und Veterinar untersuchungs-aut 
des handes Schleswig-Holstein 
Max-Eyth-Str 5 
24537 Neumunster 

HUNGARY 
HONGRIE 
HUNGRIA 

Mr Aurel Salamon 
Deputy Head of Department 
Ministry of Agriculture 
H-1860 Budapest 55, Pfl 
Tel: 36-1-131-1592 
Fax: 36-1-153-0518 

Dr Endre Racz 
Senior Ministerial Counsellor 
Ministry of Agriculture 
H-1860 Budapest 55, Pfl 
Tel: 36-1-131-1592 
Fax: 36-1-153-0518 

INDIA 
INDE 

Dr B K Tiwari 
ADG (PFA) 
Ministry of Health & Family Welfare 
Nirman Bhava, New Delhi 110011 
Tel: 301-8113 

INDONESIA 
INDONESIE 

Prof Dr Aman Wirakartakusumah 
Advisor to the Minister of Food Affairs 
Lt 5  Jin Gatot Subroto 49 
Jakarta 12710 
Tel: 62-251-622-635 
Fax: 62-251-621-560 

Mr Herrijanto 
Member of Working Group 
Indonesia Food Codex 
Wisma Metropolitan II 7th Floor 
Sudirmati KAV 31 
Jakarta 
Tel: 62-21-570-3753 
Fax: 62-21-571-1827 
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INDONESIA (cont.d) 

Mr Surono Mph  il 
Head of Standardization Division 
CSA 
Agribusiness Agency 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Harsono Rm No 3 
Ps Minggu 
Jakarta 
Tel: 62-21-780-4367 
Fax: 62-21-780-4006 

Dr Sumpeno Putro 
Director 
Centre for Standardisation and Accreditation 
(CSA) 
Agency for Agribusiness 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Jalan Harsono Rm No 3 
Pasar Minggu 
Jakarta 12520 
Tel: 62-21-780-4367 
Fax: -62-21-780-4006 

Mr Harmen Sembiring 
Commercial Attache 
Indonesian Embassy 
8 Darwin Avenue 
Yarralumla ACT 2600 
Australia 
Tel: 61-6-250-8600 
Fax: 61-6-250-8661 

Mrs Sjamsimar Sitaba 
Head 
Subdit of Food Legislation 
Ministry of Health 
Dit Gen of Drug and Food Control 
JL Percetalcan Negara 23 
Jakarta 10560 
Tel: 62-21-424-1781 
Fax: 62-21-425-3856 

INDONESIA (cont.d) 

Mrs Susilawati Sukmadji 
Directorate for Standardisation and Quality 
Control 
Ministry of Trade 
MI Ridwan Rais No 5 
Jakarta 10110 
Tel: 62-021-385-8203 
Fax: 62-021-385-8191 

Mrs Suryandari 
State Ministry of Food Affairs 
Lt 5 Jin Gatof Subroto 49 
Jakarta 12710 
Tel: 021-521-0288 
Fax: 021-521-0279 

Ms Indrawati Tanurdjaja 
Member of Indonesia Food Codex Workgroup 
7th Floor Wisma Metropolitan II 
JL Jend Sudirman KAV 31 
Jakarta 12920 
Tel: 62-021-570-3753 
Fax: 62-021-571-1827 

IRAN, ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF 
IRAN, REPUBLIQUE ISLAMIQUE D' 
IRAN, REPUBLICA ISLAMICA DEL 

Mr M. Hossein Shahrokh Hassanpour 
Head of Microbiological Department of ISIRI 
PO Box 15875-4818 
Tehran 
Tel: 98-1--26031 
Fax: 98-1-8802276 

Mr Reza Neisany 
Advisor to President of Standard and Research 
of Iran 
#58 Maryam Street APT #13 
End of Africa Avenue 
Tehran 
Tel: 98-26-125015 
Fax: 98-21-8802276 
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IRELAND 
IRLANDE 
IRLANDA 

Mr John Ferris 
Deputy Director 
Veterinary Services 
Department of Agriculture 
Kildare Street 
Dublin 2 
Tel: 01-67-89011 
Fax: 66-12-6263 

ISRAEL 

Mr Avri Laufer 
Ministry of Industry and Trade - IQC 
76 Mazeh Street 
Tel-Aviv 65782 
Tel: 972-3560-7701 
Fax: 972-3560-5146 

JAPAN 
JAPON 

Dr Takayoshi Yamana 
Director 
Center for Inspection of Imported Food and 
Infectious disease 
Kobe Quarantine Station 
Ministry of Health and Welfare 
Htoyahamatyo, Hyogoku Kobe City 
Hyogo Prefecture 
Tokyo 
Tel: 81-078-671-3244 
Fax: 81-078-651-7401 

Dr Yoichi Sato 
Technical Official 
Food Sanitation Division 
Environmental Health Bureau 
Ministry of Health and Welfare 
1-2-2 Kasumigaseki 
Chiyoda-ku 
Tokyo 100 
Tel: 81-3-3503-1911 ext. 2433 
Fax: 81-3-3591-8029 

JAPON (cont.d) 

Mr Akira Miura 
Chief, Planning and Coordination of JAS 
(Japanese Agricultural Standards) 
Consumers Economy Division 
Ministry of Agriculture Forestry and Fisheries 
Kasumigaseki 1-2-1, Chiyoda-ku 
Tokyo 100 
Tel: 81-3-3501-4094 
Fax: 81-3-3501-3774 

Mr Hiroaki Funamoto 
Counsellor 
Embassy of Japan 
Agriculture Forestry & Fisheries 
Canberra ACT 2600 
Australia 
Tel: 61-6-273-3244 

Mr Tsuneo Inokuchi 
Technical Advisor 
Association for the Safety of Imported 
Food, Japan 
Nihonbashi OST Building 
2-15-5 Nihonbashi-Hama-Chou 
Chuo-ku 
Tokyo 103 
Tel: 81-3-5695-0819 
Fax: 81-3-5695-0969 

Mr Masahiro Iwaida 
Technical Advisor 
Japan Food Hygiene Association 
2-6-1 Jingumae 
Shibuya 
Tokyo 150 
Tel: 81-3-3407-2112 
Fax: 81-3-3478-0059 
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JAPAN (cont.d) 

Mr Jun Koide 
Chief 
International Standard 
Consumers Economy Division 
Food and Marketing Bureau 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries 
Kasumigaseki 1-2-1, Chiyoda-ku 
Tokyo 100 
Tel: 81-3-3501-4094 
Fax: 81-3-3501-3774 

Mr Yoshitaka Saito 
Technical Advisor 
Association for the Safety of Imported Food, 
Japan 
Nihonbashi OST Building 
2-15-5 Nihonbashi-Hama-Cho 
Chuo-ku 
Tokyo 103 
Tel: 81-3-5695-0819 
Fax: 81-3-5695-0969 

Mr Katsuya Sato 
Technical Advisor 
Association for the Safety of Imported Food, 
Japan 
Nihonbashi OST Building 
2-15-5 Nihonbashi-Hama-Chou 
Chuo-ku Tokyo 103 
Tel: 81-3-5695-0819 
Fax: 81-3-5695-0969 

KENYA REPUBLIC OF 

Mr D K Njeru 
Head: 2 Plant Protection Services 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Livestock Development and Marketing 
PO Box 14733 
Nairobi 
Tel: 02-442-797/442681 
Fax: 02-448-660 

KOREA, REPUBLIC OF 
COREE, REPUBLIQUE DE 
COREA, REPUBLICA DE 

Mr Jae Kwan Lee 
Director of Food Circulation Division 
Ministry of Health and Welfare 
1 Chungang-Dong 
Kwachun-si 
Kyounggi-do 
Tel: 82-2-504-6206 
Fax: 82-2-504-6207 

Mr Kim Hak Gi 
Assistant Director 
Ministry of Health and Welfare 
1 Chungang-Dong 
Kwachun-si 
Kyounggi-do 
Tel: 82-2-504-6206 
Fax: 82-2-504-6207 

Mr Kyu Jai Han 
Head 
Standards Management Section 
Korea Food Research Institute 
San 46-1 Bakhyun-dong 
Bundan-ku Seongnam-si 
Kyonggi-do 463-420 
Tel: 82-342-40-5154 
Fax: 82-342-46-9876 

Dr Dae Jin Kang 
Veterinary Officer 
International Cooperation Division 
National Animal Quarantine Service 
#23-4 Deungchon 
Kangseo 
Seoul 157-032 
Tel: 82-2-653-5038 
Fax: 82-2-653-5039 
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KOREA (con t.d) 

Mr Keum Sung Shin 
Assistant Director 
Marketing Management Division 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries 
Chungangdong 1 
Kauchuras 
Tel: 2-504-9417-4 
Fax: 2-509-3965 

Dr In Sang Song 
Director 
Food Hygiene Research Department 
Korea Institute of Food Hygiene 
57-1 Noryang,jin-Dong 
Dongjak-Ku 
Seoul 156-050 
Tel: 82-2-824-8092 
Fax: 82-2-824-1762 

LAOS 

Dr Vilayvang Phimmasone 
Deputy Director 
Department of Food and Drug 
Ministry of Public Health 
Simuang Road, Vientiane 
Tel: 856-21-214013-14 
Fax: 856-21-214015 

Dr Khampheng Khotsay 
Head 
Division of Food and Drug 
Ministry of Public Health 
Simuang Road 
Vientiane 
Tel: 001-21-7503 

LATVIA 
LETTONIE 
LETONIA 

Mrs Lilija Stelpe 
Deputy Director 
Department of Trade Policy 
Ministry of Economics 
36 Brivibas Blvd 
Riga LV 1519 
Tel: 371-2-220-489 
Fax: 371-2-280-882 

Mrs Jelena Jurevica 
National Food Certification Centre 
7 L Klijanu Street 
Riga 
Tel: 371-2-375-464 
Fax: 371-2-379-231 

MALAYSIA 
MALAISIE 
MALASIA 

Mr Subkey Abdul Wahab 
Under Secretary 
Ministry of Primary Industries 
6-8th Floor Menara Dayabumi 
Jalan Sultan Hishamuddin 
50654 Kuala Lumpur 
Tel: 603-274-7511 
Fax: 603-274-5014 

Mr Mohd. Sadik Gany 
Diplomat 
Malaysia High.Commission 
7 Perth Avenue 
Yarralumla ACT 2600 
Australia 
Tel: 61-6-273-1543 
Fax: 61-6-273-2496 
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MEXICO 
MEXIQUE 

Ms Aida Albuerne 
of 	Directora de Dictaminacion y Fomento 

Sanitario 
Direccion General de Control Sanitario de 
Bienes y Servicios 
Ministry of Health 
Donceles 39 Col. Centro Historico 
Mexico City CP 06010 
Tel: 525-521-9717 
Fax: 525-512-9628 

Ms Clara Trevino Garcia 
Secretaria Particular del Director General de 
Control Sanitario de Bienes y Servicios 
Ministry of Health 
Donceles #39 
Centro Historico 
Mexico city CP 06010 
Tel: 525-521-3050 
Fax: 525-512-9628 

MALAYSIA (cont.d) 

Ms Radziah Mohd. Daud 
Research Officer 
Standards and Industrial Research Institute 
Malaysia, SIRIM 
PO Box 7035, 40911 Shah Alam 
Selangor Darul Ehsan 
West Malaysia 
Tel: 603-556-7419 
Fax: 603-550-9439 

Ms Noraini Dato' Mohd. Othman 
Assistant Director 
Food Quality Control Division 
Ministry of Health 
4th Floor Block E Office Complex 
Jalan Dungun 
Damansara Heights 
50490 Kuala Lumpur 
Tel: 603-255-5943 
Fax: 603-253-7804 

Dr Mbrugiah Sivamoorthy 
Veterinary Officer 
Department of Veterinary Services 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Floor 8 Exchange Square off Jalan Semantan 
Bukit Damansara 
50630 Kuala Lumpur 
Tel: 603-254-0077 
Fax: 603-253-5804 

Ms Noraini Sudin 
Senior Researcher 
Porim, Ministry of Primary Industry 
PO Box 10620 
Kuala Lumpur 50720 
Tel: 603-825-9155 
Fax: 603-825-9446 

Mr Soo Khwan Wong 
Head of Quality Control Section 
POR  LA 
PO Box 12184 
50770 Kuala Lumpur 
Tel: 6-03-703-5544 
Fax: 603-703-3533 

MYANMAR 

Mr Min Htut Aye 
Factory Manager 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Hlaing Tet Canning Factory 
Thazi 
Mandalay Division 

Dr Myat Moe Assistant Director 
Ministry of Health 
Food & Drug Administration 
35 Hmawkun Daik Road 
Yangon 11191 
Tel:, 01-711-72 
Fax: 01-765-33 
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NETHERLANDS 
	

NEW ZEALAND 
PAYS-BAS 
	

NOUVELLE-ZELANDE 
PAISES BAJOS 
	

NUEVA ZELANDIA 

Mr Gerrit Van de Haar .  

Deputy General Director 
Inspectorate for Health Protection 
Ministry for Health, Welfare and Sport 
PO Box 5840 
2280 HV Ryswyb 
Tel: 70-340-5060 
Fax: 70-340-5435 

Mr Jos Goebbels 
Deputy Chief Veterinary Officer 
Ministry for Health, Welfare and Sport 
Veterinary Public Health Inspectorate 
PO Box 5406 
2280 HK Ryswyk 
Tel: 70-340-7063 
Fax: 70-340-7080 

Mr Otto Knottnerus 
Adviser 
General Commodity Board for Arable 
Products 
PO Box 29739 
2502 LS the Hague 
Tel: 70-370-8343 
Fax: 70-370-8444 

Mr Nico Van  Doomn 
Coordinator agricultural guarantee policy 
Ministry of Agriculture Nature Management 
and Fisheries 
Ministry of Agricultural 
PO Box 20401 
2500 EK Den Haag 
Tel: 070-379-3033 
Fax: 070-347-7552 

Dr Steve Hathaway 
National Manager 
Research and Development 
MAF Regulatory Authority 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries 
PO Box 646 
Gisborne 
Tel: 06-867-1144 
Fax: 06-868-5207 

Mr Roger Hall 
Operations Manager 
Milk Powder Division 
New Zealand Dairy Board 
PO Box 417 
Wellington 
Tel: 64-4-471-8791 
Fax: 64-4-471-8739 

Mr Peter Johnston 
National Manager 
National Manager Market Access (Plants) 
MAF Regulatory Authority 
PO Box 2526 
Wellington 
Tel: 04-4744-100 
Fax: 04-4744-257 

Mr G Minton 
Operations Manager 
Lowe Walker NZ ltd 
PO Box 444 
Hastings 
Tel: 64-6-876-6064 
Fax: 646-876-0372 
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NEW ZEALAND (cont.d) 

Mr James Wilson 
Advisor (Food Monitoring) 
Ministry of Health 
Food Administration Section 
PO Box 5013 
Wellington 
Tel: 64-4-496-2000 
Fax: 644-4-96-2340 

Dr Thomas Batchelor 
Technical Manager (Market Access) 
ENZA New Zealand (International) 
Technical Support Group 
PO Box 1101 
Hastings 
Tel: 646-878-1865 
Fax: 646-876-8597 

Mr Robert Martin 
Research Manager 
New Zealand Kiwifruit Marketing Board 
PO Box 9906 
Auckland 
Tel: 09-366-1200 
Fax: 09-366-1207 

NORWAY (cont.d) 

Mr Aksel Reidar Eikemo 
Director General 
Directorate of Fisheries 
Department of Fisheries Control 
PO Box 185 
5002 Bergen 
Tel: 55-23-8000 
Fax: 55-23-8090 

Dr Halyard Kvamsdal 
Head of Section 
Food Law Enforcement 
Norwegian Food Control Authority 
POB 8187 Dep 
N-0034 Oslo 
Tel: 47-22-57-9900 
Fax: 47-22-57-9901 

Mr Knut Framstad 
Director 
Norway Meat 
PO Box 60 Refstad 
N 0513 Oslo 
Tel: 47-22-15-0510 
Fax: 47-22-22-016 

NORWAY 
NOR VEGE 
NORUEGA 

Mr John Race 
Head 
International Liaison 
Norwegian Food Control Authority 
PO Box 8187 DEP 
0034 Oslo 
Tel: 47-22-579900 
Fax: 47-22-579901 

Mr Bjorn Rothe Knudtsen 
Regional Head 
Directorate of Fisheries 
Department of Fisheries Control 
Pirsenteret 
7005 Trondheim 
Tel: 73-50-36-11 
Fax: 73-50-36-11 

Mr Egil Myhr 
Advisor 
Norway Meat 
Norway Meat 
PO Box 60 Refstad 
N 0513 Oslo 
Tel: 47-22-150510 
Fax: 47-22-220016 
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POLAND 
POLOGNE 
POLONIA 

Mrs Joanna Swiecka 
Deputy Director 
Ministry of Foreign Economic Relations 
Quality Inspection Office 
32/34 Zurawia Street 
00-950 Warsaw 
Tel: 628-67-20 
Fax: 621-64-21 

Dr Janusz Bronislaw Berdowski 
President 
Polish Centre for Testing and Certification 
23 A Klobucka Str. 
02-699 Warsaw 
Tel: 4822-47-0742 
Fax: 4822-47-0152 

Mr Jan Switala 
Director of Department of Foreign 
Cooperation 
MAFE of Polish Republic 
30 Wspolna Street 
00-930 Warsaw 
Tel: 482-623-2024/628-2351 
Fax: 482-621-326 

SLOVAK REPUBLIC 
REPUBLIQUE SLOVAQUE 
REPUBLICA ESLOVACA 

Dr Emil Matejka 
Second Secretary 
47 Culgoa Cct 
()Walley ACT 2606, Australia 
Tel: 61-6-290-0036 
Fax: 61-6-290-1755 

SOUTH AFRICA, REPUBLIC OF 
REPUBLIQUE SUDAFRICAINE 
REPUBLICA DE SUD AFRICA 

Mr Eben Rademeyer 
Deputy Director 
Quality Control 
Department of Agriculture 
Directorate of Plant and Quality Control 
Private Bag X 258 
Pretoria 0001 
Tel: 012-319-6502 
Fax: 012-319-6055 

Mr Jan Van Wyk 
Manager 
Agricultural Product Standards 
Perishable Products Export Control Board 
PO Box 15289 
Panorama 7506 
Tel: 021-930-1134 
Fax: 021-926-868 

SPAIN 
ESPAGNE 
ESPANA 

Dr Jose Antonio Garcia Lopez 
Trade Commissioner e Spain 
Edgecliffe Centre 4th floor 
Suite 408, 203 New South Head Road 
Edgecliffe NSW 2027 
Australia 
Tel: 02-362-4212 
Fax: 02-362-4657 
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SWEDEN 
SUEDE 
SUECIA 

Dr Tor Bergman 
Senior Veterinary Inspector 
National Food Administration 
Box 622, S 751 26 Uppsala 
Tel: 46-18-175587 
Fax: 46-18-105848 

SWITZERLAND 
SUISSE 
SUIZA 

Mr Pierre  Ros  sier 
Head of International Standards Section 
Federal Office of Public Health 
Haslerstrasse 16 
CH-3000 Bern 14 
Tel: 4131-322-9572 
Fax: -4131-322-9574 

Dr Jean Armand Vignal 
Nestec Ltd 
Avenue Nestlé 56 
Case postale 33 
CH - 1200 Vevey 
Tel: 41-21-924-111 
Fax: 41-21-924-4547 

THAILAND 
THAILANDE 
TAILANDIA 

Mrs Phani Na Rangsi 
Deputy Secretary General 
Ministry of Industry 
Thai Industrial Standards Institute 
Rama VI Road 
Ratchathewi 
Bangkok 10400 
Tel: 662-246-4087 
Fax: 662-246-4087  

THAILAND (cont.d) 

Mr Sunon Anibol 
Commodity Standards Technical Officer 6 
Department of Foreign Trade 
Ministry of Commerce 
Rajdamneon Avenue 
Pranakorn District 
Bangkok 10200 
Tel: 662-281-2111 
Fax: 662-224-7269 

Miss Kanlaya Anurakpuksa 
Scientist 5 
Department of Foreign Trade 

•Ministry of Commerce 
Ratchabophit Road 
Bangkok 10200 
Tel: 662-224-7676 
Fax: 662-221-3255 

Mr Pralcit Chongwatanakul 
Director of Veterinary Public Health 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Department of Livestock Development 
Phaya Thai Rd 
Bangkok 10400 
Tel: 662-251-7922 
Fax: 662-251-7922 

Mr Charun Pornlcuntham 
Chief of Center of Export Inspection & 
Certification for Agricultural Products 
Agricultural Chemistry Division 
Dept of Agriculture 
50 Phaholyothin Road 
Jatujak Bangkok 10900 
Tel: 662-579-8602 
Fax:, 662-561-5034 
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THAILAND (cont.d) 

Prof Dr Pakdee Pothisiri 
Inspector-General 
Ministry of Public Health 
Office of Permanent Secretary 
Ministry of Public Health 
Tnanond Rd 
Nondburi 11000 
Tel: 662-591-8533/5 
Fax: 662-591-8531/2 

Mr Prayut Suksomjit 
Agronomist 
Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives 
Agro Pesticide Monitoring Sub-division 
Planprojection Service Division 
Department of Agricultural Extension 
2143/1 Pholyotin Road 
Chatuchak Bangkok 10900 
Tel: 662-579-3852 
Fax: 662-561-4693 - 

Mrs Patrathip Vacharakomolphan 
Standards Officer 7 
Ministry of Industry 
Thai Industrial Standards Institute 
Rama VI Street 
Ratchathewi 
Bangkok 10400 
Tel: 662-246-1992 
Fax: 662-247-8741 

THAILAND (cont.d) 

Miss Thanitha Boonyanandea 
Manager 
Thai Frozen Foods Association 
160/194-7 ITF Building 13th Floor 
Silom Road 
Benerek District 
Bangkok 10500 
Tel: 662-02-2355622-4 
Fax: 662-02-2355625 

Mr Udom Chariyavilaskul 
Vice President 
Thai Frozen Foods Association 
160/194-7 ITF Building 13th Floor 
Silom Road 

• Benerek District 
Bangkok 
Tel: 662-02-2355622-4 
Fax: 662-02-2355625 

Mr Sommart Prapertchob 
Member of the Executive Committee 
Food Processing Industry Club 
The Federation of Thai Industries 
Queen Sirilcit National Conference Center 
Rachadibhisek Road 
Klongtoey 
Bangkok 10110 
Tel: 662-229-4255 
Fax: 662-229-4938 

Dr Poonsap Virulhakul 
Director 
,Fishery Technological Development Institute 
Dept of Fisheries 
Charuenlcrung Road 64 
Bangkok/10120 
Tel: 662-211-1261/212-6702 
Fax: 662-212-9446 

Mr Wanchai Somchit 
Executive Manager 
Thai Food Processors' Association 
888/114 Mahatun Plaza 
Ploenchait Road, Patumwan 
Bangkok 10330 
Tel: 662-253-6791-4 
Fax: 662-255-1479 
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THAILAND (cont.d) 

Mr Lers Thisayakorn 
Managing Director 
United Coldstores Co Ltd 
7/1 Suksawao 70 
Prapradeng 
Samutpralcarn 10130 
Tel: 662-463-0037 
Fax: 662-463-3953 

UGANDA 
OUGANDA 

Dr Lawrence Miyingo-Kezimbira 
Minister of State for Agriculture 
Animal Industry and Fisheries in charge of 
Animal Health and Marketing 
PO Box 513 
Entebbe 
Tel: 042-20064 
Fax: 256-42-20237 

UNITED KINGDOM 
ROYAUME-UNI 
REINO UNIDO 

Mr Charles Cockbill 
Head of Consumer Protection Division 
Ministry of Agriculture,. Fisheries and Food 
Ergon House 
c/- 17 Smith Square 
London SWIP 3JR 
Tel: 44-171-238-6278 
Fax: 44-171-238-6763 

Mr Stephen Rooke 
Senior Principal Environmental Health 
Officer 
Department of Health 
Skipton House 
80 London Road 
London SE1 
Tel: 44-171-972-5352 
Fax: 44-171-972-5155 

U.K. (cont.d) 

Mr David Taylor 
Veterinary Head of Meat Hygiene 
Ministry of Agriculture Fisheries and Food 
Government Buildings 
Hook Rise South 
Tolworth Surbiton 
Surrey KT6 7NF 
Tel: 44-88-330-4411 
Fax: 44-88-337-3640 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
ETATS-UNIS D'AMERIQUE 
ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMERICA 

Dr Fred R Shank 
Director 
Center for Food Safety and Applied 
Nutrition 
Food and Drug Administration 
200 C Street SW 
Washington DC 20204 
Tel: 202-205-4850 
Fax: 202-205-5025 

Mr Richard Cano 
Chief Inspection Services Division 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
US Department of Commerce 
1335 East-West Highway 
Silver Spring MD 20910 
Tel: 301-713-2355 
Fax: 301-713-1081 

Dr Catherine Carnevale 
Director 
Office of Constituents Operations 
Center for Food Safety and Applied 
Nutrition 
Food and Drug Administration, HFS - 550 
200 C Street SW, Washington DC 20204 
Tel: 202-205-5032 
Fax: 202-401-3532 



U.S.A. (cont.d) 

Dr Kenneth Clayton 
Deputy Administrator 
Agricultural Marketing Service USDA - 
AMS / USDA Rm 3069 
Washington DC 20250 
Tel: 202-720-4276 
Fax: 202-720-8477 

Ms Maritza Colon-Pullano 
Special Assistant, International Regulatory 
Issues, Office of Regulatory Affairs 
Food and Drug Administration 
5600 Fishers Lane 
Rockville . MD 20857 
Tel: 301-443-6553 
Fax: 301-443-6591 

Mr Richard Dees 
Director 
Division of Policy and Enforcement 
Programs (HFS-415) for Seafood 
Center for Food Safety and Applied 
Nutrition 
Food and Drug Administration 
200 C Street SW 
Washington DC 20204 
Tel: 202-418-3150 
Fax: 202-418-3196 

Mr Lloyd Harbert 
Director Office of Food Safety 
Foreign Agriculture Service 
US Department of Agriculture 
Room 5545 South Building 
14th & Independence Avenue SW 
Washington DC 20250 
Tel: 202-720-1301 
Fax: 202-690-0677 
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U.S.A (cont.d) 

Ms Linda Horton 
Director 
International Policy Staff (11F-23) 
Food and Drug Administration 
5600 Fishers Lane 
Rockville MD 20857 
Tel: 301-443-2831 
Fax: 301-443-6906 

Mr Samuel McKeen 
Director 
Office of Trade and Industry Service 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
US Department of Commerce 
1336 East-West Highway 
Silver Spring MD 20911 
Tel: 301-713-2351 
Fax: 301-713-1081 

Dr Richard Milcita 
Export Advisor 
International Programs 
Food Safety and Inspection Service 
US Department of Agriculture 
Room 6916A Franklin Court 
Suite 6900E Franklin Court 
Washington DC 20250 3700 
Tel: 202-501-6703 
Fax: 202-501-6399 

Ms Rhonda Nally 
Executive Officer for Codex Alimentarius 
Food Safety and Inspection Service USDA 
South Agriculture Building 
14th and Independence Avenue 
Washington DC 20250 
Tel: 202-720-5714 
Fax: 202-720-5124 
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U.S.A. (cont.d) 

Dr John Prucha 
Deputy Administrator for International 
Programs 
Food Safety and Inspection Service 
US Department of Agriculture 
Room 341E 
Administration Building 
Washington DC 20250-3700 
Tel: 202-720-3473 
Fax: 202-690-3856 

Mr Carl Reynolds 
Acting Director Office of Field Programs 
Center for Food Safety & Applied Nutrition 
Food and Drug Administration 
200 C Street SW 
Washington DC 20204 
Tel: 202-205-4817 
Fax: 202-205-4819 

Mr James Truran 
Agricultural Counselor 
American Embassy 
Monah Place 
Yarralumla ACT 2606 
Australia 
Tel: 61-6-270-5854 
Fax: 61-6-273-1656 

Dr Catherine Adams 
Director of Quality Systems 
Campbell Soup Company 
Campbell Place 
Box 48-B, Camden NJ 08103-1799 
Tel: 609-968-4595 
Fax: 609-342-4783 

Dr Theodore Cronk 
VP Scientific & Regulatory Affairs 
The Pillsbury Company 
330 University Avenue SE 
Minneapolis MN 55414 
Tel: 612-330-4950 
Fax: 612-330-1821 

U.S.A. (cont.d) 

Mr Marvin Dixon 
Manager International Technical Services 
Nabisco 
200 DeForest Avenue 
East Hanover NJ 07936-1944 
Tel: 201-503-3025 
Fax: 201-503-2311 

Mrs Julia C Howell 
Director Regulatory Submissions 
The Coca-Cola Company 
One Coca-Cola Plaza 
Atlanta Georgia 30313 
Tel: 404-676-4224 
Fax: 404-676-7166 

Mr Rodney Leonard 
Executive Director 
Community Nutrition Institute 
Suite 413, 910 17th St North West 
Washington DC 20006 
Tel: 202-776-0595 
Fax: 202-776-0599 

Dr Michael Wehr 
Director 
International Food Standards 
TAS Inc 
1000 Potomac Street NW 
Washington DC 20007 
Tel: 202-337-2625 
Fax: 202-337-1744 

VIETNAM 

Mr Xuan Nguyen Van Xuan 
Secretary of Vietnam Codex Contact Point 
(VCAC) 
Ministry of Science, Technology and 
Environment 
Nana Ho-Deliem 
Itann 
Tel: 84-4-361462-34407 
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VIETNAM (cont.d) 

Mr Dung Tran Van 
Directorate for Standards and Quality 
70 Tran Hung Dao Street 
Hanoi 
Tel: 84-4-257-113 
Fax: 84-4-287-418 

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

AOAC INTERNATIONAL 

Mr Ronald Christensen 
Executive Director and General Counsel 
AOAC International 
2200 Wilson Boulevard #400 
Arlington, Virginia 22201-3301, U.S.A. 
Tel: 1-703-522-3032 
Fax: 1-703-522-5468 

CONSUMERS INTERNATIONAL 
(formerly IOC'U) 

Mr John Beishon 
421 Ditchling Road 
Brighton 
United Kingdom 
Tel: 44-1273-564414 
Fax: 44-1273-884506 

Ms Liz Munn 
57 Carrington Road 
Marricicville NSW 2204 
Australia 
Tel: 61-2-559-9831 
Fax: 61-2-559-1375  

COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION 

Mr Paul Culley 
Secretariat of the Council of the European 
Union 
170 rue de la Loi 
B1048 Brussels 
Belgium 
Tel: 285-61-97 
Fax: 285-84-13 

EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES 

Mr Egon Gaerner 
Head of Unit 
European Commission in Brussels 
200 rue de la Loi 
1049 Brussels, Belgium 
Tel: 322-295-3126 
Fax: 322-295-1735 

Mr Andrew J Wilson 
Head of Section 
Veterinary Public Health 
European Commission 
Rue de la Loi 84 
Office 7/11 
1040 Brussels, Belgium 
Tel: 322-295-8412 
Fax: 3222-95-3144 

FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
ORGANIZATION, FAO 

Mr Kevin Hammer 
Consultant, UN/FAO 
64 Hicks Street 
Red Hill 
Canberra ACT 2603 
Australia 
Tel: 61-6-295-1662 
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INTERNATIONAL DAIRY 
FEDERATION 

Mr Frank Catanzariti 
Nestle 
GPO Box 4320 
Sydney NSW 4320 
Australia 
Tel: 02-931-2667 
Fax: 2-931-2604 

Mr Philip Fawcet - 
National Manager (Standards) 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries 
PO Box 2526 
Wellington 
New Zealand 

Tel: 644-498-9874 
Fax: 644-474-4240 

Dr Jean A Vignal 
NESTEC Ltd 
Avenue H Nestle 55 
1800 Vevey 
Switzerland 
Tel: 41-21-924-1111 
Fax: 41-21-924-4547 

INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF 
GROCERY MANUFACTURERS 
ASSOCIATIONS 

Mr Harris Boulton 
Executive Director 
Grocery Manufacturers of Australia 
PO Box E200 
Queen Victoria Terrace 
Barton ACT 2600 
Australia 
Tel: 61-6-273-3144 
Fax: 61-6-273-3405 

Dr Steven Ziller 
Vice President 
Scientific and Technical Affairs 
Grocery Manufacturers of America 
1010 Wisconsin Avenue NW #900 
Washington DC. 20007 
U.S.A. 
Tel: 202-337-9400 
Fax: 202-337-4508 

INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF 
ORGANIC AGRICULTURE - 
MOVEMEMENTS 

Mr Tim Marshall 
International Federation of Organic 
Agriculture Movements 
PO Box 207 
Stirling SA 5152 
Australia 
Tel: 61-8-390-3416 
Fax: 61-8-370-8381 

Mr Max Ogden 
Industrial Officer 
ACTU 
393-39 Swanston Street 
Melbourne WC 3000 
Australia • 
Tel: 03-663-5266 
Fax: 03-663-4051 

Mr Tony Webb 
Food Unions Project Officer 
c/ SCBP/ACTU Food Unions Project 
PO Box 2352 
North Parramatta NSW 2151 
Australia 
Tel: 018-212-632 
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INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATION 
FOR STANDARDIZATION (ISO) 

Mr Owen Archer 
Director 
International and Technical Services 
Standards Australia 
PO Box 1055, Strathfield NSW 2135 
Australia 
Tel: 61-2-746-4725 
Fax: 61-2-746-0478 

OFFICE INTERNATIONAL DES 
EPIZOOTIES (OIE) 

Dr Peter Thornber 
Special Veterinary Assistant 
Office of the Chief Veterinary Office 
GPO Box 858, Canberra ACT 2601 
Australia 
Tel: 61-6-271-6343 
Fax: 61-6-272-5697  

JOINT FAO/WHO SECRETARIAT 
(cont.d) 

Dr Alan RANDELL 
Senior Officer 
Joint  FAO! WHO Food Standards 
Programme 
Food and Nutrition Division, FAO 
Via delle Terme di Caracalla 
00100 Rome, Italy 
Tel: 39-6-5225-4390 
Fax: 39-6-5225-4593 

Mr David BYRON 
Food Standards Officer 
Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards 
Programme 
Food Policy and Nutrition Division, FAO 
Via delle Terme di Caracalla 
00100 Rome, Italy 
Tel: 39-6-5225-4419 
Fax: 39-6-5225-4593 

CODEX ALIMENTARIUS 
COMMISSION 

Dr Florentius G Winarno 
Chairman 
Codex Alimentarius Commission 
Food Technology Development Center 
Bogor Agrictiltureal University 
PO Box 160, Bogor, Indonesia 
Tel: 62-251-33-6933 
Fax: 62-251-33-6933/6210-31 

JOINT FAO/WHO SECRETARIAT 
SECRETARIAT MIXTE FAO/OMS 
SECRETARIA CONJUNTA FAO/OMS 

MT R DAWSON 
Chief, Joint  FAO! WHO Food Standards 
Programme and Secretary Codex 
Alimentarius Commission 
Food and Nutrition Division, FAO 
Via delle Terme di Caracalla 
00100 Rome, Italy 
Tel: 39-6-5225-4013 
Fax: 39-6-5225-4593  

Mrs Christina Cicconi 
Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards 
Pregram me 
Food and Nutrition Division, FAO 
Via delle Terme di Caracalla 
00100 Rome, Italy 

AUSTRALIAN SECRETARIAT 

Ruth LOVISOLO 
Principle Executive Officer 
Food Policy Branch 
Developriient and Evaluation Division 
Australin Quarantine and Inspection Service 
Department of Primary Industries and 
Energy 
GPO Box 858 	' 
Canberra ACT 2600 
Australia 
Tel: 61-1-272-5112 
Fax: 61-6-272-3103 



- 48 - 

ALINORM 95/30A 
APPENDIX II 

DRAFT PRINCIPLES FOR FOOD IMPORT AND EXPORT 
INSPECTION AND CERTIFICATION 

(at Step 8) 

SECTION I - Introduction 

Official and officially recognized inspection and certification systems are fundamentally 
important and very widely used means of food control; the following 'principles apply to such systems. 
The confidence of consumers in the quality (including safety) of their food supply depends in part on 
their perception as to the effectiveness of food control measures. A substantial part of the worldwide 
trade in food, for example in meat and meat products, depends upon the use of inspection and 
certification systems. However, inspection and certification requirements may significantly impede 
international trade in foodstuffs. Consequently it is desirable that the design and application of these 
systems should reflect appropriate principles. 

Inspection of food may occur at any stage in the production and distribution process. For some 
foods, inspection oversight of harvesting, processing, storage, transport, and other handling of product 
may be the most appropriate means of ensuring food safety. According to the methods of preservation 
used, it may be necessary to maintain inspection oversight on a continuous basis up to the time of retail 
sale. Inspection systems may be focused on the foodstuffs themselves, on the procedures and facilities 
employed in the production and distribution chain, on the substance and materials which can be 
incorporated into or contaminate foodstuffs. 

Inspection should be carried out at the most appropriate stages (e.g. control of refrigeration at 
every stage of the cold chain). For some requirements, eg those pertaining to product description, it 
may be possible to limit inspection to the distribution process and prior to final sale. 

In both design and use, food inspection and certification systems should be governed by a 
number of principles which will ensure an optimal outcome consistent with consumer protection and 
facilitation of trade. 

SECTION 2 - Definitions 

Audit is a systematic and functionally independent examination to determine whether activities 
and related results comply with planned objectives. ' 

Certification  is the procedure by which officially certified bodies and officially recognized 
bodies provide written or equivalent assurance that foods or food control systems conform to 
requirements. Certification of food may be, as appropriate, based on a range of inspection 
activities which may include continuous on-line inspection, auditing of quality assurance 
systems, and examination of finished products. 
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Inspection is the examination of food or systems for control of food, raw materials, 
processing, and distribution including in-process and finished product testing, in order to verify 
that they conform to requirements. 

Official inspection systems and official certification systems are systems administered by a 
government agency having jurisdiction empowered to perform a regulatory or enforcement 
function or both. 

Officially recognized inspection systems and officially recognized certification systems are 
systems which have been formally approved or recognized by an government agency having 
jurisdiction. 

Requirements are the criteria set down by the competent authorities relating to trade in 
foodstuffs covering the protection of public health, the protection of consumers and conditions 
of fair trading. 

Risk assessment is the evaluation of the likelihood and severity of adverse effects on public 
health arising, for example, from the presence in foodstuffs of additives, contaminants, 
residues, toxins or disease-causing organism.  

SECTION 3 - Principles 

Food inspection and certification systems should be used wherever appropriate to ensure that 
foods, and their production systems, meet requirements in order to protect consumers against food-borne 
hazards and deceptive marketing practices and to facilitate trade on the basis of accurate product 
description. 

Fitness for purpose 

Inspection and certification systems should be fully effective in achieving their designated 
objectives having regard to the determination of the acceptable level of protection which is required. 

Risk assessment 

Inspection systems to ensure food safety should be designed and operated on the basis of 
objective risk assessment appropriate to the circumstances. Preferably the risk assessment methodology 
employed should be consistent with internationally accepted approaches. Risk assessment should be 
based on current available scientific evidence. 

Inspection systems should be applied to particular commodities and processing methods in 
proportion to the assessed risks. In undertaking a risk assessment or in applying the principles of 
equivalence, importing countries should give due consideration to statements by export ing countries on 
a national or area basis of freedom from food- related disease or risk of contamination. 
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Non-discrimination 

Countries should ensure that they avoid arbitrary or unjustifiable distinctions in the level of risk 
deemed to be appropriate in different circumstances so as to avoid discrimination or a disguised 
restriction on trade. 

Efficiency 

Inspection and certification systems should have adequate means to perform their task. In the 
choice of inspection and certification systems, there should be regard to costs to consumers and to the 
costs in money and time to the affected food industry and government consulting with interested bodies 
as appropriate. Such systems should be no more restrictive of trade than is necessary in order to 
achieve the required level of protection. 

Harmonization 

Member countries should use Codex standards, recommendations and guidelines (or those of 
other international organizations whose membership is open to all countries) whenever appropriate as 
elements of their inspection and certification systems. Countries should participate actively in the work 
of the Codex Alimentarius Commission and other relevant international bodies to promote and facilitate 
the development, adoption and review of Codex norms. 

Equivalence 

Countries should' recognise that different inspection/certification systems may be capable of 
meeting the same objective, and are therefore equivalent. The obligation to demonstrate equivalence 
rests with the exporting country. 

Transparency 

While respecting legitimate concerns to preserve confidentiality, the principles and operations 
of food inspection and certification systems should be open to scrutiny by consumers and their 
representative organizations, and other interested parties. 

•  Importing countries should provide information on existing requirements and proposed changes 
to requirements should be published and, except in the case of serious and immediate danger, an 
adequate time period permitted for comment. The views of exporting countries, and particularly those 
received from developing countries, should be taken into account in taking a final decision. A 
reasonable period should be allowed before a new requirement takes effect in order to permit exporting 
countries, and in particular developing countries, to make necessary changes to methods of production 
and control measures. 

16. 	Importing countries should make available to the exporting countries, upon request, timely 
advice as to the basis of the decision they have taken regarding the compliance of foods with their 
relevant requirements. 
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Upon request by the competent authorities of the importing countries, the exporting countries 
should provide access to view and assess the actual working of their relevant inspection and certification 
systems. 

Special and differential treatment 

In the design and application of food inspection and certification systems, importing countries 
should take into account of the capabilities of developing countries to provide the necessary safeguards. 

Control and inspection procedures 

Importing countries should complete without undue delay any procedures necessary to assess 
compliance with requirements. Information requirements and any fees imposed by importing countries 
should be limited to what is reasonable and necessary. 

Certification validity 

Countries that certify exports of food and those importing countries which rely on export 
certificates should take measures to assure the validity of certification. Validation measures by 
exporting countries may include achieving confidence that official or officially recognised inspections 
systems have verified that the product or process referred to in the certificate conforms with 
requirements. Measures by importing countries may include point of entry inspection systems, audit 
of exporting inspection systems, and ensuring that certificates themselves are authentic and accurate. 
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ALINORM 95/30A 
APPENDIX III 

DRAFT GUIDELINES FOR THE EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION 
IN FOOD CONTROL EMERGENCY SITUATIONS' 

(at Step 8) 

Preamble 

For the purposes of these guidelines the term "food control emergency situations" is taken 
to mean situations where there is a clearly identified risk of serious untoward health effects associated 
with the consumption of certain foods. In most cases the nature of the agent causing such health effects 
will be known (e.g. an identified microbiological or chemical agent). However, emergency situations 
may arise where consumption of a certain foodstuff is associated with serious health effects but the 
agent causing these effects has not been identified. Such situations are also covered by these guidelines. 

The food control authorities  in exporting countries should promptly notify  by 
telecommunication the appropriate authorities in countries which have imported or are the destination 
of foods with which an emergency situation has arisen. The initial information may often be 
incomplete and should therefore be supplemented by further notification(s) as and when the situation 
develops and more detailed information becomes available. Where appropriate countries should keep 
their public informed of food emergency situations. 

The food control authorities in importing countries which detect problems during import 
control of foodstuffs which they consider to be so serious as to indicate a food control emergency 
situation should inform the exporting country promptly by telecommunication. 

It is in the interests of both importing and exporting countries that information exchange in 
food control emergency situations is rapid. In this way risks, to human health can be minimized and 
the foodstuffs concerned can be rapidly identified and removed from the market. This helps to prevent 
unwarranted action against other foods from the same country which are not involved in the emergency 
situation. 

Each country should identify a primary Contact Point for food control emergency situations 
which can act as the national focal point for information exchange in such situations. 

Standard format for information exchange in food control emergency situations 

The most important information elements to be considered are discussed below and a 
standard format for information exchange in food control emergency situations is attached as an Annex. 

Although these guidelines are primarily intended for information exchange between importing 
and exporting countries, copies or summaries of selected information should be provided to FAO, 

Governments and organizations interested in receiving a List of Contacts for Food Import 
Control and Information Exchange in Food Control Emergency Situations should contact the Codex 
Contact Point for Australia, Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service, GPO Box 858, Canberra 
2601, ACT Australia: telefax no. +61.6.2723103. 
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WHO or other international organizations on request, to assist in international food control emergency 
situations. 

Nature of the health hazard 

The nature of the health hazard should be described clearly and briefly. If possible, the agent 
(microorganism, chemical, etc.) causing the health hazard should be identified. However, if there is a 
clear association between consumption of a food and the appearance of serious untoward health effects 
this should be reported even though the agent causing the effects has not been unequivocally identified. 

Foods concerned 

In cases where the health hazard is associated with a specific food or foods these should be 
identified in detail in accordance with the standard format annexed to these guidelines. In other cases, 
where contamination is spread over a wide area and affects many different categories of foods, all such 
affected foods should be identified. 

Action taken 

The action taken to reduce and eliminate the hazard should be reported briefly. This  may 
include, for affected food, at least the following: 

measures taken to identify and prevent the sale of the food; 

measures taken, at source, to prevent further problems; 

identification of agencies responsible for supervising recall from the market 
detaining the product and supervising its final disposition. 

Contact point for further information 

Agencies responsible for coordinating the response should keep countries receiving the 
affected food informed of action taken, and provide the name, address, telephone/telefax number of 
persons or organizations who can provide further details about the hazard, the foods concerned, action 
taken and other relevant information. 
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Annex 

DRAFT STANDARD FORMAT FOR INFORMATION EXCHANGE IN FOOD CONTROL 
EMERGENCY SITUATIONS 

The following should constitute the advice provided by countries in food control emergency situations. 

Nature of the health hazard 

Biological/microbiological contamination (specify organism or toxin of concern). 

Chemical contamination, e.g. toxic levels of residues of pesticides, drugs, industrial 
chemicals, environmental contaminants. 

Radionuclide contamination (specify radionuclide(s) of concern). 

Other identified hazards (e.g. foreign bodies). 

Unknown agent - specify serious adverse health effects of associated with consumption of 
specified foods. 

In each of the above cases, the specific hazard and its level or prevalance based on available information 
should be notified. 

Identification of foods concerned 

Description and quantity of product(s) 

Type and size of package 

Lot identification 

Other identification marks/stamps 

including container and shipping details 

Name and address of producer, manufacturer, seller or importer as appropriate. 

Action taken 

Information on action taken (e.g. recall and/or destruction of food concern, 
prohibition on sale of food from certain area or establishment) 

measures taken to identify and prevent the sale of the food; 

measures taken, at source, to prevent further problems; 

measures .  taken to recall food from markets and to detain products and recall 
products from the market; 
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measure taken regarding final disposition. 

Contact point for further information 

Name, address, telephone/telefax no. of persons or organizations who can supply 
further information. 
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ALINORM 95/30A 
APPENDIX IV 

PROPOSED DRAFT GUIDELINES FOR THE EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION 
BETWEEN COUNTRIES ON REJECTIONS OF IMPORTED FOOD' 

(at Step 5) 

Scope 

1. 	The following guidelines provide the basis for structured information exchange on import 
rejections. The most important information elements to be considered in such guidelines 
are shown in Appendix 1 and each category is discussed in more detail below. The 
guidelines are intended to cover all types of food. 

These guidelines deal only with import rejections caused by failure to comply with 
importing country requirements. Information exchange in food control emergency situations 
is dealt with in the Draft Guidelines on for the Exchange of Information in Food Control 
Emergency Situations. 

General Considerations 

When the food control authorities in an importing country reject a consignment of food 
presented for importation they should always provide information to the importer of the 
consignment giving the reasons for the rejection. This information should also be provided 
to the exporter if the control authorities receive such a request. 

When the rejection of the consignment arises from 

- evidence of a serious food safety or public health problem in the exporting country; or 

- evidence of misrepresentation or consumer fraud; or 

- evidence of a failure in the inspection or control system in the exporting country; or 

- repeated failures of a correctable nature (eg labelling errors, mislaying of documents); 
or 

- bad handling, storage or transport subsequent to inspection/certification by the authorities 
in the exporting countries, 

the food control authorities in the importing country should notify the food control 
authorities in the exporting country forthwith (by telecommunication or other similar rapid 
means of communication) Supplying the details set out in the appendix to these guidelines. 

Governments and organizations interested in receiving a List of Contacts for Food Import 
Control and Information Exchange in Food Control Emergency Situations should contact the 
Codex Contact Point for Australia, Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service, GPO Box 858, 
Canberra, ACT, 2601, AUSTRALIA. Telefax: 61-6-272-3103. 



- 57 - 

Upon receipt of such a communication, the food control authorities in Theexporting country 
should undertake the necessary investigation to determine the cause of the problem that has 
led to the rejection of the consignment. They should acknowledge receipt of the 
communication from the importing country and should provide that country with the results 
of the investigation as soon as they are available. Bilateral discussions should take place 
as necessary. 

It is also open to an importing country to supply information on rejections to an exporting 
country even when this is not specified in these guidelines. 

In some countries information about the results obtained in public food control is freely 
available, whereas in others legal constraints may prevent or restrict the dissemination to 
third parties of information on, for example, import rejections. In some cases information 
cannot be exchanged before a certain time has elapsed. So far as possible countries should 
minimise restrictions on the disclosure to other countries of information on rejected foods. 

[8. From the consumer point of view, it is desirable that important information from food 
import control activities relating to health risks and unfair trading is freely available. 
Subject to any cOnstraints imposed by confidentiality, countries should upon request make 
information on rejections of imported food as well as domestic food available to the public. 
To enable FAO to assist exporting countries in their efforts to meet the requirements of 
importing countries, information on rejections of imported food should be made available 
to FAO on request.] 

Identification of the food concerned 

A certain amount of basic information is required in order to be able to identify the 
consignment or lot of food that has been refused entry when presented for importation. The 
most important information in this respect is a description of the nature and quantity of the 
food, any lot identification or other identification stamps, marks or numbers and the name 
and address of the food producer or manufacturer. Information about the exporter (if the 
exporter is not the manufacturer or producer) and information about importers or sellers 
could also be useful. Where a lot has been certified, the certificate serial number provides 
an important method of identification. 

Importation details 

Information about importation or presentation for importation is necessary. The most 
important elements here are: place and date of entry, and the identity and contact details 
of the importer. 

Rejection decision 

It is important to obtain information about the decision to refuse importation, especially who 
made the decision, when it was made and whether the whole or only part of the 
consignment was refused entry. 
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Reasons for rejection 

The reason(s) why a consignment of food has been refused entry should be briefly stated 
and reference should preferably be made to the regulations which have been contravened. 

In the case of biological contamination, or contamination by biological toxins, the identity 
of the organism or toxin concerned should be given as specifically as possible. When the 
level of a chemical contaminant in a food has been found to be above the maximum 
permitted level, the contaminant (eg pesticide or veterinary drug residue, heavy metal, 
mycotoxin) should be specified, together with the level found and the maximum permitted 
level. Similarly, contraventions of regulations on food additive or compositional standards 
should be specified. Some countries only accept certain foods (eg fresh and frozen meat) 
only from specifically approved establishments in the exporting country. If such foods are 
refused entry because evidence that they come from such an establishment is lacking or 
incomplete, this should be stated. 

Foods may be rejected because they are found to be unacceptable when subjected to an 
organoleptic examination or because they have technical/physical defects, eg leaking cans, 
broken seals and damaged boxes. In such cases information on the reason for rejection 
should be stated clearly. 

Where consignments of imported food are rejected on the basis of analysis performed in the 
importing country, the importing country authority should make available upon.request 
details of the sampling and analytical methods employed and the results obtained. 

Action taken 

Information should be supplied about the action taken following the rejection or retention 
of a consignment of food. This should include information about the fate of the 
consignment, such as whether it was destroyed or detained for reconditioning. 

If the rejected food is re-exported, the conditions attached to such re-export .should be 
stated. For example, some countries permit re-export only to the country of origin or to 
countries which have stated in advance that they are prepared to accept the consignment 
knowing that it has been refused entry elsewhere. 	Authorities which have rejected a 
particular consignment of imported food may be aware that food or food product which 
presents a similar risk is destined for or has been received in other countries. If such 
shipments could pose a significant health risk, the other destination countries should also 
be informed of the rejection. 	' 

In some cases it is also valuable to inform the embassy or other representative body of the 
exporting country of the situation so that the country concerned can take action to rectify 
the deficiencies found and thus avoid rejection of future shipments. 
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Annex 

PROPOSED STANDARD FORMAT FOR EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION 
BETWEEN COUNTRIES ON REJECTIONS OF IMPORTED FOOD 

The following information should be Provided by countries in relation to rejections of 
imported food as appropriate to the circumstances. 

Identification of the food concerned  

Description and quantity of product 

Type and size of package 

Lot identification 

Other identification stamps, marks or numbers 

Certificate number 

Name and address of manufacturer, producer, seller and/or importer as appropriate 

Importation details  

Port or other point of entry 

Name and address of importer (if available) 

Date presented for entry 

Details of Rejection decision  

Whole/part of (specify) consignment rejected 

Name and address of agency making decision to reject 

Date of decision 

Name and address of agency which can provide more information on reason for rejection 

Reason(s) for rejection  

Biological/microbiological contamination 

Chemical contamination 

Radionucleide contamination 

Incorrect or misleading labelling 

Compositional defect 
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Non-conformity with food additive requirements 

Organoleptic, quality unacceptable 

Technical or physical defects eg packaging damage 

Incomplete or incorrect certification 

Does not come from an approved country, region or establishment 

Other reasons 

Note: 	Where imported food has been rejected on the basis of sampling and/or 
analysis in the importing country, details should be made available on request 
as to sampling and analytical methods and test results. 

•  Action taken 

Food destroyed 

Food held pending reconditioning/rectification of deficiencies in documentation 

Import granted for non-food use 

Re-export granted under certain conditions, e.g. to specified informed countries 

Importer notified 

Embassy/food control authorities of exporting country notified 

Authorities in other likely destination countries notified 

Other 
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ALINORM 95/30A 
Appendix V 

PROPOSED DRAFT GUIDELINES ON THE PRINCIPAL ELEMENTS 
IN AN ELECTRONIC DOCUMENTATION SYSTEM 

(at Step 3) 

Scope 

This document identifies the principal elements and provides guidance on the application of 
electronic documentation systems applied to food export certification and systems for use by importing 
countries for the receipt of food certification in electronic form. 

The elements that apply to export and  import  control systems differ somewhat and are dealt with 
separately in these guidelines. However, a basic tenet of electronic date information systems is 
achieving single data entry. This single data entry concept can be extended to cover all those agencies 
involved in the export chain, such as: insurance, banking, land and sea transport, port authorities, etc. 
Experience in some countries suggests that such entities may number in excess of 20 and share a data 
requirement commonality of between 70% and 85%. Likewise, there is a commonality in the data 
supplied by the importer to the customs service and to the import and export inspection agency/s. 

Export documentation systems 

The principal elements of an electronic based export documentation system are: 

a processing system capable of producing certification in an electronic format; 

an electronic interface between the exporter client and the certification/inspection 
agency, in the form of a communication link with computer terminals compatible with 
a central processing unit; 

- a communications link between the individual field officer (on-site inspector) of the 
inspection agency and the agency itself which,  inter alla,  allows confirmation by the field 
officer of data input from the exporter client; 

a link between the inspection agency and the competent authority of the importing 
country and any other relevant agency; and 

customs agencies in the exporting and importing countries may serve as intermediaries 
in the communication and control process. 

An electronic export documentation system must interact between commercial and government 
controlled export processes and is required to support a number of functions such as: 

- processing of the individual exporter's notification to export; the issue of export 
approval; and 

the generation of the actual product certification. 
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5. 	In most instances, interaction will be with three basic user categories: 

(i) members of the exporting community. 

Exporters, or their agents, will need to communicate electronically with the inspection agency for 
both the issue of their notice to export and to update, query, forward or transfer such notices; 

- connection to the central processing system could be either direct or via a commercial carrier 
(value added network) using ED!  techniques. 

field inspection staff. 

Inspection staff stationed permanently on processing/packing establishments will need 
to communicate (via personal computers) with the central processing facility to monitor 
progress of the exporter's application to export, and to report on inspection outcomes; 

- consideration should be given to establishing appropriate lines of communication, such 
as direct access to the central processor, or via a value added network; 

issues that will determine such linkage will include costs and required security levels. 

the government inspection agency, and other agencies which have legislative 
involvement in the export process. 

Communication by inspection staff who are not permanently located at an establishment 
but who are required to supervise loading out of product may be via a portable personal 
computer (laptop) or from their base office. Dial-up facilities will be required. 

6. 	The inspection agency should establish regional documentation outlets as necessary to meet 
geographical and commercial considerations; 

- there will be a need for such outlets to have direct connection to the central processing 
system to amend data input by the exporters and agency field staff. 

7. 	Customs services interact closely with export inspection agencies, both in maintaining barriers to 
illegally exported goods and for the collection of data similar to that supplied by the exporter to the 
inspection agency. These two agencies should work together to ensure that the software interface 
package available to the exporter combines the data entry requirements of both agencies. 

8. 	In order to ensure that the customs and export inspection agencies are operating in harmony in 
both the gathering of data and the execution of barrier controls, it would be necessary to link their 
respective data systems. 

Import control systems 

9. 	The principal elements for an import control system would include: 

a centralised processing facility that will allow receipt, verification and translation of an 
incoming EDIFACT-based certification document. Such a facility may be centralized 
or regionalized and could be run by the customs service which would download the data 
to the import inspection agency; 
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an electronic link between the inspection agency and the importer client/broker to enable 
the incoming certification data to be electronically transmitted to the importer's office 
in a manner that will allow the importer to input additional data required for product 
clearance; and • 

- the establishment of a data base or bases that can interact with the import clearance 
system. This facility would carry data relating to the performance of the individual 
overseas exporters/manufacturers and so enable the import inspection agency to vary the 
level of physical inspection in accordance with the level of assessed risk. 

The importer should supply both the customs service and the import inspection agency with 
common data. Both agencies should work together to rationalise the data input requirements of the 
importer as data carried on an incoming electronic certification document which is captured by a 
government agency should not be required to be re-entered by anyone concerned with the import 
clearance process. 

Security issues 

Security in relation to electronic documentation systems is often thought of on two fronts. On 
one hand it is about confidence by senders and receivers in message integrity and confidentiality, 
and on the other about the legal status of electronically exchanged documents. 

Confidence 

The matter of confidence relates to: 

establishing and maintaining an acceptable degree of confidence that messages have 
originated from an identifiable and authorised individual, entity or process at an 
identifiable and authorised location; and 

- that the data/information reaches its destination unaltered and has remained 
confidential in transit. 

The longer term treatment of confidential information by third party networks after successful 
delivery, and the reliability of software used by trading partners are also important aspects of a 
system effecting confidence in security of the electronic data environment. 

Legal Status 

Electronic documents have the same legal status as paper documents. The electronic process 
can perform the following functions: 

Documentation Function - electronic documents can be accepted as documents in a 
similar sense to paper documents; 

Evidentiary Function - electronic documents can be produced/reproduced in a form 
that is acceptable in a court (this relates to rules for admissibility of business 
records); and 

Authorisation Function - electronic documents received from a particular sender can 
be accepted as primae facie evidence that the document has been created and sent by 
that sender. 
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Risk factors 

The major risk factors to consider in establishing an electronic documentation system are also 
the most obvious. These include: 

electronic documents may be sent without authority - by an authorised user or by a 
spurious system; 

electronic documents may not be received by the intended recipient and the sender is 
unaware of this non-receipt; 

either a legitimate sender or legitimate recipient of an electronic document may later 
deny having sent or received the document; 

the integrity of an electronic document is violated between sender and recipient 
without either party being aware of the change; 

confidentiality of an electronic document is violated between sender and recipient 
without one or both parties being aware. 

There are other manifestations of these basic risk factors and other detailed issues of 
confirmation, acknowledgement, timing, retention etc which need to be considered when developing 
an electronic documentation system. 

Defences 

There are a number of ways to limit or minimise risks, including various security related 
procedures such as site security, and insider risk awareness, and security,  facilities such as access 
restrictions and encryption methodologies. 

Risk analysis and other conventional risk management tools and techniques - including risk 
shedding and sharing through network provider and trading partner agreement are important defence 
mechanisms. 

Intending developers should critically examine the risk factors as they apply to their EDI 
strategies and in particular to take a well considered position in negotiation of agreements with 
electronic message carriers and trading partners. 


