
E

REP17/LAC 

JOINT FAO/WHO FOOD STANDARDS PROGRAMME 

CODEX ALIMENTARIUS COMMISSION 

Fortieth Session 

CICG, Geneva, Switzerland  

17 – 22 July 2017 

REPORT OF THE TWENTIETH SESSION OF THE FAO/WHO COORDINATING COMMITTEE FOR 
LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN 

Viña del Mar, Chile 

21 – 25 November 2016 



REP17/LAC i 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Summary and Status of Work .................................................................................................................... page ii 

List of Acronyms  ...................................................................................................................................... page iii 

Report of the Twentieth Session of the FAO/WHO Coordinating Committee for Latin America 
and the Caribbean ..................................................................................................................................... page 1 

Paragraphs 

Introduction  ........................................................................................................................................................ 1 

Opening of the Session  ............................................................................................................................... 2 - 5 

Adoption of the Agenda (Agenda Item 1)  .......................................................................................................... 6 

Keynote Address on the Evaluation of Food Safety Systems (Agenda Item 2)  ........................................ 8 - 14 

Food Safety and Quality Situation in the Countries of the Region  
(Agenda Item 3a)  

Prioritization of the Needs of the Region and Possible Approaches to Address them 
(Agenda Item 3b) ...................................................................................................................................... 15 - 32 

Use of Codex Standards in the Region: Relevance of Existing Regional Standards and Need for 
New Standards (Agenda Item 4) .............................................................................................................. 33 - 46 

Matters Arising from the Codex Alimentarius Commission and other Codex Committees 
(Agenda Item 5)  ....................................................................................................................................... 47 - 48 

Codex Work Relevant to the Region (Agenda Item 6)  .......................................................................... 49 - 110 

Monitoring of the Implementation of the Codex Strategic Plan 
(Strategic Plan for CCLAC 2013-2019 Status of Implementation) (Agenda Item 7) ............................ 111 - 120 

Proposed Draft Regional Standard for Yacon (Agenda Item 8)  .......................................................... 121 - 123 

Nomination of the Coordinator (Agenda Item 9)  ............................................................................................ 124 

Other Business (Agenda Item 10)   ...................................................................................................... 125 - 142 

Date and Place of Next Session (Agenda Item 11)  ....................................................................................... 143 

Appendices 

Appendix I List of Participants  ......................................................................................................... page 16 

Appendix II Keynote Address by Dr Hugo Fragoso Sanchez, Director General for 
Food Safety and Quality, SENASICA, Mexico  .............................................................. page 26 

Appendix III  Proposed Draft Regional Standard for Yacon  .............................................................. page 28 



REP17/LAC ii 

 

SUMMARY AND STATUS OF WORK 

Responsible 
Party 

Purpose Text/Topic Code Step Para. 

Members/ 
CCEXEC73 
CAC40 

Comments/ 
Adoption 

Proposed draft regional standard for yacon 

N11-2013 5/8 
123,  
App.III 

CCFA49 / 
CCFL44 

Endorsement 
Relevant sections for the proposed draft 
regional standard for yacon 

CAC40 Appointment 
Recommended that Chile be re-appointed as Coordinator for Latin 
America and the Caribbean 

124 

CCEXEC73 Information 
Reaffirmed that the criteria for the establishment of work priorities as 
laid down in the Procedural Manual are sufficient to prioritize its work 

48 

CAC Chair 
and vice 
Chairs 

Information 
Provided inputs and comments on the preparation of the new Strategic 
Plan 

115 - 120 

CCLAC 
Coordinator 
CCLAC21 

Information 
Report on the status of monitoring of the Strategic Plan for CCLAC 
2013-2019  

111 - 114 

FAO/WHO 
Members 

Information 

Noted that the analysis of critical and emerging issues was very 
preliminary; noted that prioritisation of issues should be considered 
within the framework of Codex mandate; and agreed to invite countries 
that had not replied to the questionnaire to provide their inputs. 

20 

Expressed general support for the usefulness of the on line platform for 
information sharing on food safety control systems platform and made 
suggestions and comments for the further review and development. 

32 

FAO/WHO 
Members 

Information 
Noted the analysis of the survey on the use of Codex standards and 
made comments and suggestions for the future development. 

46 

FAO/WHO 
Members 

Information 
Discussed Codex issues of relevant interest to the region, including: 
Cross-cutting topics for the region and proposed draft standards and 
discussions seeking regional support  

49 - 110 

FAO/WHO 
Members 

Information 

Considered information on: a proposal for the development of a 
standard for yam; status of work on the standards for quinoa and for 
non-centrifuged dehydrated sugar cane juice; possible changes of the 
status of CCPFV; and work on biofortification.  

125 -142 
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LIST OF ACRONYMS 

ACHIPIA Chilean Agency for Food Quality and Safety 

AMR  Antimicrobial Resistance 

CAC Codex Alimentarius Commission 

CCCF Codex Committee on Contaminants in Foods 

CCCPL Codex Committee on Cereals, Pulses and Legumes 

CCEXEC Executive Committee of the Codex Alimentarius Commission 

CCFA Codex Committee on Food Additives 

CCFH Codex Committee on Food Hygiene 

CCFICS Codex Committee on Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification Systems 

CCFL Codex Committee on Food Labelling 
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CCGP Codex Committee on General Principles 

CCLAC FAO/WHO Coordinating Committee for Latin America and the Caribbean 
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CCPFV Codex Committee on Processed Fruits and Vegetables 

CCPR Codex Committee on Pesticides Residues 

CCRVDF Codex Committee on Residues of Veterinary Drugs in Foods 

CCS Codex Committee on Sugars 

CL Circular Letter 

CRD Conference Room Document 

CTF Codex Trust Fund 

EU European Union 

EWG Electronic Working Group 

FAO Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 

GEMS/Food Global Environment Monitoring System 

GSCTFF  General Standard for Contaminants and Toxins in Food and Feed 

GSFA  General Standard for Food Additives 

GSLPF General Standard for Labelling of Pre-packaged Foods 

IFPRI International Food Policy Research Institute 

IICA  Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture 

INFOSAN International Network of Food Safety Authorities 

JECFA Joint FAO/WHO Expert Committee on Food Additives 

ML Maximum Level 

MRL  Maximum Residue Limit 

PAHO Pan American Health Organization 

PWG Physical Working Group 

RCCs FAO/WHO Coordinating Committees 

RILAA Red Interamericana de Laboratorios de Analisis de Alimentos / Inter-American 
Network of Food Analysis Laboratories (INFAL) 

SENASICA Servicio Nacional de Sanidad, Inocuidad y Calidad AgroalimentariaAs 

SG Strategic Goal 

TFAMR Ad hoc Codex Intergovernmental Task Force on Antimicrobial Resistance 

UNSDG United Nation Sustainable Development Goal 

WG Working Group 

WHO World Health Organization 

SPS Sanitary and Phytosanitary (WTO Agreement) 
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INTRODUCTION 

1. The FAO/WHO Coordinating Committee for Latin America and the Caribbean (CCLAC) held its Twentieth 
Session in Viña del Mar, Chile, from 21 to 25 November 2016 at the kind invitation of the Government of 
Chile. Dr Michel Leporati Néron, Executive Secretary of Chilean Agency for Food Quality and Safety 
(ACHIPIA), Ministry of Agriculture, chaired the session, which was attended by delegates from 30 Member 
countries, three Member countries outside the Region and seven international organizations. The list of 
participants is reproduced in Appendix I. 

OPENING 

2. The Chair welcomed the delegates and gave his opening remarks. 

3. The Vice-Minister of Agriculture, Chile, Dr Claudio Ternicier, welcomed the participants and opened the 
session. In his address, the Vice-Minister confirmed the commitment of Chile as regional coordinator to 
strengthen the work of Codex in the region through coordination and communication as well as facilitation of 
participation of countries in coordination with FAO and IICA. He recalled the importance of the double 
mandate of Codex and the responsibility of countries to strengthen their national food control systems to 
ensure food quality and safety. He mentioned the immense challenges involved in feeding the entire 
population of the country as well of the region and world. Food safety and quality were a tremendous added 
value while it should be ensured that agricultural production is sustainable.  

4. The Minister of Health, Chile, Dr Carmen Castillo also welcomed the participants. The Minister said that 
Codex is one of the most important organisations to ensure safe food and fair trade practice. She noted that 
since Codex standards are developed by consensus, consumers can have confidence that food is safe and 
of good quality. She mentioned the longstanding commitment of Chile to Codex (since 1969) and that as 
coordinator Chile would ensure that Codex responds to regional interests and to bring about positive 
experiences to give countries the tools to make interventions as necessary to ensure protection of the 
population against communicable and non-communicable diseases and overall improve food safety and 
health.  

5. Ms Eve Crowley, FAO Deputy Regional Representative for Latin America and the Caribbean and FAO 
Representative in Chile; Dr Marcos Monteverde, Specialist, Food Safety and Surveillance, PAHO; Ms Awilo 
Ochieng Pernet, Chairperson of the Codex Alimentarius Commission and Mr Tom Heilandt, Secretary of the 
Codex Alimentarius Commission, also addressed the meeting. 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA (Agenda Item 1)1 

6. The Committee adopted the Provisional Agenda as its Agenda for the session with the following additions: 

a) Under Item 6: 

 Front of pack labelling (Costa Rica) 

 Maximum limits for cadmium in chocolate and cocoa-derived products (Ecuador) 

b) Under Item 10: 

 Proposal for the development of a standard for yam (Costa Rica) 

 Information on work on the standard for quinoa (Bolivia and Peru) 

 Information on work on the standard for non-centrifuged dehydrated sugar cane juice 
(Colombia) 

 Time management of CAC39 to debate issues, e.g. processed cheese  

 Possible change of the status of the Codex Committee on Processed Fruit and Vegetables 
(Brazil)  

 Information on work on biofortification in the region (IFPRI) 

7. The Committee agreed to consider Items 3a and 3b together. 

                                                 
1 CX/LAC 16/20/1 
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KEYNOTE ADDRESS ON THE EVALUATION OF FOOD SAFETY SYSTEMS (Agenda Item 2)2 

8. The Representative of FAO, on behalf of FAO and WHO, introduced the item and referred to the ongoing 
process of revitalization being undertaken across all RCCs. The Representative noted that the inclusion of a 
keynote address, as well as the discussion on critical and emerging issues, online platform to share 
information on food control systems and the use of Codex standards, were key activities within this process 
that aimed at stimulating discussion and sharing information on matters of interest to the region. The 
Representative further noted that the revitalization process also aimed at strengthening the role of RCCs as 
a regional forum to discuss food quality and safety issues relevant to the region.  

9. Dr Hugo Fragoso Sanchez, Director General for Food Safety and Quality, SENASICA, Mexico, delivered the 
keynote address on the evaluation of food safety system (Appendix II). His presentation was followed by a 
general discussion facilitated by the Representatives of FAO and WHO. 

10. Key points made by delegations in relation to keynote address can be summarized as follows: 

 The development of economic and social indicators of easy use would be useful to assist 
national competent authorities to estimate the costs of food safety and quality issues in terms of 
market access and public health expenditures.  

 Integrated food safety systems to address plant health, animal health and human health would 
ensure public health. Evaluation of food safety systems is useful to identify aspects of the 
system that need improvements. Risk communication by national competent authorities should 
ensure that misleading information does not reach the public domain.  

 Cooperation among countries of the region having more integrated and mature food safety 
systems would be useful to assist those countries developing their systems or improving 
national coordination amongst relevant agencies having competence on food safety. 

 An essential point for the evaluation of food safety systems is the need to generate and collect 
information and data that should inform the continuous improvement of the system. Challenges 
do exist due to the fragmented systems in place in many countries, which hamper information 
sharing and thus there is a need for improved internal coordination. Implementation and use of 
relevant documents and tools developed by FAO, WHO and Codex (CCFICS) will help to 
ensure good functioning of national food safety systems. 

 Countries of the region should actively participate in the work of CCFICS on documents related 
to food safety systems to ensure they fit the purpose and do not become overly prescriptive nor 
of mandatory nature.  

 Information and data sharing should be done across institutions and countries to ensure prompt 
reaction and proper legal frameworks to enforce technical regulations.  

 Information was shared on the steps taken to improve national coordination amongst different 
stakeholders on food safety issues. In this regard, it was mentioned that the International Health 
Regulation (2005) called upon countries to put in place a rapid alert system on food safety 
emergencies such as outbreaks to share such information amongst member countries.  

 There is a need for better use of regional networks (e.g. RILAA, PULSENET) for data and 
information sharing, in addition to steps taken to improve national coordination amongst 
different stakeholders on food quality and safety issues. 

 Recognized the role of FAO, WHO and other organizations in providing assistance to countries 
of the region to strengthen their food safety systems and requested the organizations to 
continue to support countries not only at technical level but also to raise the food safety agenda 
at the political level. 

 Expressed the need for appropriate legislation and policies based on evidence and information.  

11. In the context of measuring and evaluating food control systems, the Representative of FAO updated the 
Committee on the current status of the development of the FAO/WHO Food Control Assessment Tool. This 
self-assessment tool would provide a framework for assessing core elements of national food control 
systems against specific competencies and indicators. Countries were advised that the testing of the tool 
was ongoing in selected countries. Regarding the ongoing work in CCFICS, the Committee was advised that 
FAO participates at the sessions in order to exchange information on the food control assessment tool and 
other relevant FAO work.  

                                                 
2  CX/LAC 16/20/2 
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12. The Representative of WHO clarified the different purposes and legal bases of the International Health 
Regulations (2005) and INFOSAN, including the voluntary nature and accompanying benefits of the latter 
mechanism. The Representative also highlighted that the countries could use disease burden data to 
mainstream food safety in the political agenda and informed the Committee that a country tool for estimating 
national foodborne diseases burden would be made available by mid 2017. Quantification in monetary terms 
of national investment in food safety per inhabitant or per food production value could also serve as useful 
indicators to raise awareness of decision makers. The Representative also stressed that good collaboration 
between different government branches was the key for building effective food safety systems with or without 
the establishment of a single agency. 

13. The Chair highlighted the need for integrated food safety systems where relevant institutions coordinate their 
respective activities in a collaborative way. This is a complex exercise that it is difficult to execute in practice. 
There is therefore a paradox between the recognition of the need for integrated food safety systems and the 
implementation of such systems. Implementing integrated systems is of utmost importance for food safety to 
ensure public health as opposed to non-food safety issues where there could be different levels of 
engagement of the public and private sector as they are more related to consumer preferences and market 
trends. It is therefore important to implement the documents and tools available from FAO, WHO, Codex and 
IICA for a better coordination and integration of the relevant stakeholders. 

14. The Chair closed the item by thanking Dr Fragoso for his keynote address and the Committee for the lively 
discussion. 

FOOD SAFETY AND QUALITY SITUATION IN THE COUNTRIES OF THE REGION (Agenda Item 3.1)3 

PRIORITIZATION OF THE NEEDS OF THE REGION AND POSSIBLE APPROACHES TO ADDRESS 
THEM (Agenda Item 3.2)4 

15. The Representative of FAO, on behalf of FAO and WHO, recalled the request by CAC38 to FAO/WHO with 
the Codex Secretariat to develop a set of questions on issues and priorities in countries and prepare an 
analysis of the information collected to provide a global overview of commonalities and differences on critical 
and emerging issues. 

Discussion 

16. Delegations generally agreed with the top six critical and emerging food safety and quality issues identified in 
CX/LAC 16/20/3, namely: regulatory landscape; antimicrobial resistance (AMR); contaminants/residues/ 
additives; new technologies; climate change and capacity development. However, delegations noted that the 
analysis was not representative of the LAC region as it only reflected the responses of 12 countries, 
(approximately 30% of the membership). 

17. The following additional critical and emerging issues were mentioned: increase of obesity among children 
and adults; MRLs for minor crops; impact of EU regulations on endocrine disruptors; capacity development 
needs of countries; lack of participation by all relevant stakeholders; need for strengthening collaboration 
among food laboratories, e.g. laboratory networking; contribution of the food sector to the achievement of the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG), e.g. reduction of poverty and hunger, good health and wellbeing, 
decent work and economic growth, responsible consumption and production; changes in food habits and 
urbanisation; risk communication, i.e. how risk managers should appropriately communicate food safety risk 
to the public; viruses in food; water contamination as it affects the safety of food; food fraud; distribution of 
food through new channels such as internet sale of food.  

18. Delegations also mentioned that it was important: to set priorities at national and regional level; to catalogue 
national food safety legislation in order to allow for its analysis and comparison with that of other countries 
and with Codex standards; to have information on the status of food safety systems in the countries of the 
region, including related capacity development needs, in order to prioritise interventions; to know the status 
of implementation of food legislation at country level; to develop national food safety policies, to regularly 
review and update national legislations and to analyse the impact of food safety legislation; to strengthen 
regional coordination and collaboration; to avoid fragmentation at the national level in the implementation of 
food legislation; to increase involvement of private sector; to have strong inter-sectorial collaboration, i.e. 
One Health approach; to develop MRLs for more pesticides; to have more FAO and WHO work to assist 
countries to produce data for exposure assessment of chemicals; to establish Codex guidelines for  the 
prevention of non-communicable diseases. 

                                                 
3 CX/LAC 16/20/3; CX/LAC 16/20/3 Add.1; Comments of Chile (CRD3; CRD4); Brazil (CRD6); El Salvador (CRD7); 

Dominican Republic (CRD8); Ecuador (CRD12) 
4 CX/LAC 16/20/4 
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19. With regard to the prioritisation of the issues identified (critical and emerging), it was noted that prioritisation 
of issues should be considered within the framework of Codex mandate as laid down in the Procedural 
Manual. 

Conclusion 

20. The Committee: 

 Noted that the analysis of critical and emerging issues in CX/LAC 16/20/3 was very preliminary 
as it was based on the replies of a limited number of CCLAC countries; 

 Noted that prioritisation of issues should be considered within the framework of Codex mandate 
as laid down in the Procedural Manual; 

 Agreed to invite countries that had not replied to the questionnaire to provide their inputs, so 
that FAO and WHO could prepare a more representative and complete analysis in the short-
term for distribution in the region in the course of 2017, and for consideration at the next 
Session of CCLAC. 

Online platform for information sharing on food safety control systems 

21. The Representative of FAO, on behalf of FAO and WHO, introduced the background paper (CX/LAC 16/20/3 
Add.1) and explained that the primary use and purpose of the platform was to facilitate information exchange 
between member countries on food control and food safety issues replacing the former CL on the same topic 
with the goal to be more sustainable. Country information collected could also be used by FAO and WHO 
when implementing capacity development activities and identification of additional needs. The 
Representative highlighted that the platform’s success depends on member countries actively uploading and 
updating the information on the platform.  

22. The Representative drew the attention of the Committee to two areas of information in the platform: (i) food 
law and regulations where it is planned to fill in the information from existing sources in FAO LEX to facilitate 
the work, which countries would subsequently check and update as necessary; and (ii) part F, which includes 
a series of questions the information provided for which would be handled confidentially. 

23. The Representative recalled that the prototype platform had been launched in May 2016 and up to now only 
11 CCLAC countries had provided information in the platform with data and therefore, encouraged countries 
to upload their information to enhance the usefulness and sustainability of the platform. 

24. Delegations were asked to provide comments and feedback on the prototype platform (Annex to CX/LAC 
16/20/3 Add.1), in particular: (i) whether the platform was useful and fit for purpose; (ii) ease of sharing 
information; (iii) suitability of existing questions and on the need to include additional questions; and (iv) 
suggestions for other improvements. 

Discussion 

25. Delegations generally considered the prototype platform suitable to share information and they also agreed 
with the management of the platform. 

26. It was mentioned that a lot of information on food safety and the information are spread in different systems. 
The platform could help to make access to the information easier. 

27. With regards to additions/clarifications to existing questions the following suggestions were made:  

 Add to Q.1: How does the competent authority fulfils its functions and competencies; information 
on the principal contact point of the competent authority as well as the actions that are being 
carried out as to comply with such competencies; Indicate what are the standards for import and 
export and examine if relevant documents could be attached. 

 Add to Q.2: Is the INFOSAN contact point active in the country and does it adequately reply to 
requests from the network. What is the INFOSAN focal point  

 Add to Q.3: Add a new question on what are the control mechanisms implemented to ensure 
application of the laws and regulations 

 Add to Q.8: Person in charge 

 Clarify Q.11: As the question has the objective to evaluate national capacity which is also the 
goal of the previous questions there should be objective criteria and comparative parameters for 
each component.  
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28. With regards to additional questions the following suggestions were made:  

 What are relevant projects and programs to improve food safety in the country that could be 
made available in a repository through links; 

 What actions have countries taken to implement food safety policy;  

 Has the country implemented Codex standards in whose development the country has 
participated;  

 How are Codex standards applied in the food control system; 

 What is the status of development of legislation; 

29. The following general improvements were proposed and questions asked: 

 Start a complementary project to consider and manage sanitary information generated by the 
national food control system and determine any cross-linkages to food borne diseases and 
contamination.  

 Include additional information to allow an in depth analysis of the efficiency of implementation 
and enforcement of regulations. 

 There should be more analysis of the information provided by countries. 

 Could the platform be exported in order to provide access to the information in the platform and 
could documents be attached to include information from different ministries? 

30. The Representative of FAO thanked the Committee for the interesting feedback, which would be taken into 
account when further developing the platform. The Representative also advised the Committee that as the 
platform was global, decisions on new questions to be included would take account of feedback from all 
RCCs and would be informed by the feasibility to provide and share the information and ensure reliability of 
information (e.g. contact points). The Representative further noted that the platform had a specific purpose 
and would not replace all information collection activities required at country level.  

31. The Representative of WHO reminded the Committee that the online system, in contrast to the discontinued 
Circular Letter-based system, allowed countries to update data on a continuous basis. The Representative 
confirmed that the intent of Q.11 was to collect data that could produce analytical statistics to monitor the 
progress in countries' capacity building over time and understand countries' areas of strengths or 
weaknesses and that data would be handled by FAO and WHO in such a manner that would not reveal the 
identity of respondent countries. Further adjustments could be made to Q.11 to keep consistency with the 
WHO's IHR country self-assessment tool which was under finalization in order to avoid asking too many 
different questions to countries. The question on the INFOSAN emergency contact point was included in the 
questionnaire to detect any inconsistency or errors with the INFOSAN contact database and make sure that 
the correct contact address be maintained. 

Conclusion 

32. In wrapping up the discussion the Chair noted that: 

 There was general support for the usefulness of the platform and its format; 

 FAO and WHO had taken note of the various points suggested during the discussion for further 
review and development of the platform. 

USE OF CODEX STANDARDS IN THE REGION: RELEVANCE OF EXISTING REGIONAL STANDARDS 
AND NEED FOR NEW STANDARDS (Agenda Item 4)5 

33. The Secretariat recalled that this item was on the agenda of the six RCCs and that an online electronic 
survey, jointly developed with FAO and WHO, had been used to enhance data collection on the use of 
Codex standards from members.  

34. The Secretariat further explained that the survey had focused on specific standards, widely known and 
representative for their respective categories, i.e. (i) numerical standards (MRLs of pesticides in food and 
feed); (ii) general subject standards (General Standards for Food Additives (GSFA), for Contaminants and 
Toxins in Food and Feed (GSCTFF) and for Labelling of Pre-packaged Foods (GSLPF); and (iii) General 
Principles of Food Hygiene. 

                                                 
5 CX/LAC 16/20/5; Comments of Chile (CRD3); Comments of Nicaragua (CRD5); El Salvador (CRD7); Dominican 

Republic (CRD8); Ecuador (CRD12) 
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35. The Chair congratulated CCLAC members for the response rate (67%), which demonstrated the high level of 
interest for Codex in the region.  

36. The Secretariat introduced the analysis of the survey results, as presented in CX/LAC 16/20/5, inviting 
delegations to note the outcome of the analysis and provide inputs on specific aspects of the survey. 

Discussion 

Format and approach 

37. Delegations expressed their satisfaction with the format and approach of the survey which had been easy to 
use.  

Use of the results 

38. Delegations were of the opinion that because of the high response rate, the survey was a good reflection of 
how Codex was applied in the region and the results of the survey and the analysis should be published on 
the Codex website. It was also noted that the information on use of Codex standards was consistent with the 
WTO provisions on transparency. 

39. With regards to the publication of the results it was suggested: to allow countries to update the information 
regularly; to invite countries that did not complete the survey to access it and insert data; and to mention the 
name of countries who had provided specific information. 

40. Delegations further suggested: to analyse the reasons for not using Codex standards as it was important 
information for market access; to provide information on the way countries were using Codex texts. It was 
mentioned that it could be useful to develop guidance on how countries could use Codex standards for their 
national legislation and that it was is of upmost importance for the countries of the region to make available 
the results of the applications of the standards from all regions as well as an interregional comparative 
analysis of the results in order to determine the level of the harmonisation of the standards.  

41. The Representative of WHO welcomed the survey as a tool to measure use and impact of Codex activities, 
which should be part of any program. He said that the good response rate could justify the usefulness of 
Codex and help to mobilise resources. He suggested that it could be of interest to have an inter-regional 
comparison and think about how to consolidate data from different regions. This information could be 
presented to CCEXEC and CAC as well as the WTO SPS and TBT committees in 2017.  

42. The Codex Secretariat said that an agenda item on the revitalisation process had been included in the 
agenda of CCEXEC73 and a relevant analysis would be prepared by the Codex Secretariat in cooperation 
with FAO and WHO. It was important to have a global view of the use of Codex standards which could also 
stimulate more harmonisation between countries. 

Scope of next survey 

43. Delegations suggested the following Codex texts for the scope of the next survey: commodity standards as 
they were an important part of Codex work; Principles and Guidelines for National Food Control Systems 
(CAC/GL 82-2013); MRLs for veterinary drugs, and texts on AMR and biological hazards.  

44. It was also suggested to include questions on: the reasons for partial or no adoption of a Codex text and 
difficulties to collect relevant documents; the competent authorities responsible for the implementation of the 
standards and the tools necessary for their implementation; and the use made of relevant tools and manuals 
developed by FAO and WHO.  

45. While the response rate had been very good, it should be examined why 33% did not reply and how these 
could be motivated to reply in the future. It was noted that the inclusion of complex or too many questions 
might negatively affect the response rate.  

Conclusion 

46. The Committee noted that the comments and suggestions made would guide the Codex Secretariat in the 
future development of the survey. 

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS COMMISSION AND OTHER CODEX 
COORDINATING COMMITTEES (Agenda Item 5)6 

47. The Committee considered the information provided in documents CX/LAC 16/20/6 and CX/LAC 16/20/6 
Add.1, noting that several matters were presented either for information or discussion under relevant items. 

                                                 
6 CX/LAC 16/20/6, CX/LAC 16/20/6 Add.1; Comments of Dominican Republic (CRD8) 
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Monitoring of Standard Development 

48. The Committee noted that due to the limited workload on standards development it did not need to develop a 
specific approach to manage its workload. The Committee reaffirmed that the criteria for the establishment of 
work priorities as laid down in the Procedural Manual were sufficient to prioritize its work. 

CODEX WORK RELEVANT TO THE REGION (Agenda Item 6)7 

49. Chile, as CCLAC Coordinator introduced the item presented document and provided an analysis of the 
replies to a questionnaire requesting CCLAC Members to submit issues of regional interest being discussed 
in Codex to be considered at the current session. The Coordinator explained that suggestions received had 
been divided into two categories: (i) Cross-cutting topics for the region; and (ii) Proposed Draft Standards 
and discussions seeking regional support.  

50. The Committee was invited to discuss the topics identified noting that the list was not in a priority order. 

a) Cross-cutting topics for the region  

Codex work on antimicrobial resistance 

51. Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica and Dominican Republic raised the issue recognising that AMR is a 
serious threat for public health and requires urgent action by Codex. They also noted the importance of the 
activities undertaken by FAO, WHO and OIE on AMR, the relation of the topic with the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals and the importance to apply the “One health approach” when dealing with AMR. 

52. Delegations commented that Codex work on AMR should focus on the entire production chain (and not only 
on primary production); that it is important to avoid duplication with the work of OIE; and that countries need 
FAO and WHO technical support to enhance their capacity to implement Codex guidance. 

53. Delegations expressed concerns as to the difficulties to participate in the work of the PWG on AMR (London, 
United Kingdom, 29 November - 1 December 2016) and of the TFAMR and requested that work on AMR be 
carried out by electronic means to allow wider participation of countries, especially developing countries. 

54. The Representative of FAO stated that FAO’s action plan for AMR promotes a complete chain approach 
from primary production onwards, and advised that a regional FAO project to build capacities on AMR will 
commence in early 2017. 

55. With regard to the PWG on AMR, Brazil noted that it was important to guarantee wide participation, without 
limiting the number of participants, in line with the Guidelines on Physical Working Group8. 

Operations of the Codex electronic and physical working groups 

56. Brazil and Dominican Republic raised the issue of lack of participation of developing countries in PWGs and 
EWGs. They recalled that both, the WTO SPS Agreement and the Codex Strategic Plan (Strategic Goal 3) 
refer to the need to ensure participation of developing countries. They noted that preference should be given 
to use EWGs over PWGs and to ensure full language coverage to allow equal participation of developing 
countries in Codex work. Brazil reiterated the view that EWGs would have had a greater participation of 
developing countries than PWGs. The Delegation stated that they intended to bring this matter to the 
attention of the SPS Committee. 

57. The Committee recalled that CCLAC19 had already discussed the issue (REP15/LAC 130-135). 

58. In addition, it was mentioned that a number of committees had suspended physical meetings and continued 
their work by correspondence for which proper guidance was missing in the Procedural Manual but for which 
translation into the official Codex languages should also be ensured.  

59. The Codex Secretariat informed the Committee that within the ongoing review of Codex work management 
the first topic that had been chosen was EWGs and presently a survey to assess the efficiency of EWG was 
under preparation. The results of the review would be distributed for comments to members and observers in 
April 2017. In addition, the Secretariat mentioned that CCEXEC72 had formed a sub-committee led by vice-
Chair Yayoi Tsujiyama to examine the questions related to committees working by correspondence. 

60. The Chair mentioned that it was important to raise the concern of languages when a new EWG is created 
while being mindful of resource implications. There were many positive examples now of EWG functioning in 
several languages but it was necessary to find alternative ways if costs did not allow for translation. 

                                                 
7 CX/LAC 16/20/7 Rev; Comments of Costa Rica and Uruguay (CRD1); Chile (CRD4); Nicaragua (CRD5); El Salvador 

(CRD7); Dominican Republic (CRD8); Dominica (CRD9); Peru (CRD10); Ecuador (CRD11) 
8  Procedural Manual 
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FAO/WHO Trust Fund for Participation in Codex 

61. Bolivia raised the issue noting that following the establishment of the CTF2 no countries of the region had 
accessed the funds for projects in the application round in 2016. The Delegation encouraged countries to 
work together to submit robust proposals (national or regional projects).  

62. In addition a delegation noted that it was not clear how to access the funds, how the projects were approved, 
and whether funding availability limited the number of approved projects. The Delegation stressed the 
importance of accessing the funds to enhance participation of countries in Codex work and joining forces to 
present robust project proposals to the next round of application. 

63. The Chair informed the Committee that CTF2 had established an Advisory Group where Regional 
Coordinators participated to be informed about the activities of the CTF2 but also to provide inputs and views 
of the regions as to the shortcomings identified and ways to improve the operation of CTF2. He stressed the 
value of CTF2 to assist countries to strengthen and build capacity in Codex structures to allow sustainable 
and effective participation in Codex work.  

64. The Administrator of CTF2 drew the attention of the Committee to the side event where information on the 
operation of the CTF2 would be provided including eligibility criteria and assessment of the project proposals 
to access the funds.  

Scientific and technical capacity building through exchanges among countries of the region 

65. Cuba raised the issue and noted that enhancing the interchange of information among countries of the 
region e.g. through workshops, training courses, could assist countries to deal with issues of common 
interest to the region in a coordinated manner and to strengthen their scientific and technical capacity.  

66. Delegations noted that IICA had developed a tool to facilitate the interchange of information among countries 
(e.g. scientific data, experts). IICA was implementing a programme to assist countries to better understand 
the issues related to food safety and to strengthen their technical and scientific capacity to effectively 
participate in Codex activities. Delegations also highlighted the importance of South-South cooperation in 
this regard. 

67. The Representative of FAO supported the importance of exchanging scientific and technical information as 
part of building effective food control systems. The Representative referred to the ongoing work and support 
from FAO to countries, including improved use of risk analysis, data generation, collection and use of 
evidence as a basis for evidence informed decision making, and improving understanding of FAO/WHO 
scientific advice processes e.g. JECFA. She further noted that the modality of South-South cooperation was 
important and used within ongoing capacity development activities and projects.   

Seeking consensus on topics relevant to the region 

68. Cuba raised the issue of the need to find consensus in standards development and gave as example two 
projects that presently had issues in finding consensus and were so at risk of being suspended (e.g. 
processed cheese, non-centrifuged dehydrated sugar cane juice). A regional consensus would facilitate 
worldwide consensus building.  

69. It was also mentioned that at CAC39 unfortunately there had not been enough time to discuss these two 
issues to attempt to find a consensus due to bad management of time. 

70. Colombia making reference to their experience as Chair of CCS noted that one problem was that there was 
often a lot of enthusiasm and participation at the beginning of a new project, which diminished at later stages 
when issues around certain provisions arose (e.g. product identity).  

Private standards of importance for the region 

71. Cuba raised the question of how to keep a more integrated follow up on the issue of private standards. The 
existence of private schemes was mentioned that did not allow for example the use of certain pesticides 
even when Codex MRLs are available.  

72. Delegations recalled the following:  

 This issue was mentioned as a key concern in the keynote address. It seemed that Mexico had 
made some progress in promoting the dialogue with the private sector which might be 
interesting to follow up in more detail. 

 The issue had been discussed for years without conclusion on a definition of “private standards” 
in the SPS Committee. The Commission had also discussed the matter and had contacted 
relevant private standard setters eligible to become observer organisations and invited them to 
participate in the Codex work. 
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73. The Committee also recalled that a regional position on private standards had been developed in 2012 
(REP13/LAC, para 170) and has been reaffirmed in 2014 (REP15/LAC, paras 163-168) and that one of the 
conclusions was the need for countries to provide concrete information on issues with private standards. 

74. The Chair noted that this was a complex issue and invited Mexico to provide more information on any 
agreement reached with private standard setters.  

Regular review of Codex management 

75. Brazil raised the issue regarding CAC39 decision to discontinue the discussion on the ToR of the internal 
Secretariat-led review of Codex Work Management and Functioning of the Executive Committee and to 
request the Codex Secretariat to regularly review Codex work management as part of the monitoring of the 
Codex Strategic Plan. In this context the Commission noted that “FAO and WHO had a prerogative to 
conduct an evaluation of the Codex programme whenever they consider it necessary and appropriate”. Brazil 
did not support some of the recommendations discussed at CAC39, e.g. changing voting procedures, 
replacing CCEXEC with an executive board, etc., as this might jeopardise the functioning of Codex. The 
Delegation proposed that countries should monitor any discussion on this matter. 

76. The Codex Secretariat clarified that the recommendations mentioned by Brazil, included in a document 
considered by CCGP29 (2015), were no longer under discussion in Codex. The Secretariat further explained 
that CAC39’s decision allowed the Secretariat to review a selected topic in the context of the ongoing review 
of Codex work (see “Operation of Codex electronic and physical working groups”) while reporting every year 
to the CAC on the monitoring of the Codex Strategic Plan. The Secretariat confirmed the prerogative of FAO 
and WHO to carry out an independent external evaluation of Codex if they considered it necessary. 

77. A delegation commented that the ongoing review of Codex work would provide valuable information on 
Codex activities to members and further suggested to assess the rate of adoption of Codex text in order to 
make recommendations aimed at improving the efficiency of Codex work. 

Risk analysis principles applied by the Codex Committee on Pesticide Residues (CCPR) 

78. El Salvador raised the issue of consistency of the risk analysis texts across relevant committees and recalled 
that this matter had been considered by CCGP30 (2016). In particular, the Delegation highlighted the need 
to examine the consistency between the Risk Analysis Principles applied by CCPR (i.e. periodic review 
procedure for the re-evaluation of pesticides and subsequent revocation of MRLs for pesticides) in relation to 
relevant provisions in the Working Principles for Risk Analysis for Application in the Framework of the Codex 
Alimentarius and in similar texts developed by other Codex committees responsible for assessing risks to 
chemicals (e.g. CCFA, CCRVDF, etc.). 

79. El Salvador further noted that this matter had also been considered at CAC39 (2016) where several 
countries of the region had proposed that the legal departments of FAO and WHO provide a legal analysis of 
the consistency between the risk analysis principles applied by CCPR and other relevant Codex committees 
for consideration by CCGP. The Delegation reiterated the view that CCGP had not yet completed work on 
the review of the consistency of the risk analysis texts and so the matter should remain on the agenda of 
CCGP. 

80. The Chair recalled the Committee that the Risk Analysis Principles applied by CCPR had already been 
adopted by CAC and that CCGP had by now concluded consideration of the matter. He acknowledged that 
in both CCGP and CAC the decision had been taken with the reservation of several countries of the region. 

81. In addition, the Chair informed the Committee that Chile, with the assistance of FAO, was carrying out a 
study to assess the impact of the application of the periodic review procedure on the availability of pesticides 
/ MRLs and the consequences on the production and the economy of countries of the region. The outcome 
of this study could further support the concerns of the region and provide robust argument to request the 
reopening of the discussion in CAC, CCGP and/or CCPR. 

82. Several delegations supported El Salvador and agreed to request CAC40 (2017) to put the matter back to 
CCGP for consideration. They acknowledged that any further support coming from the outcome of the study 
carried by Chile would be useful to accompany this request. 

83. The Committee therefore agreed to request CAC40 to task CCGP to reconsider the matter of consistency of 
risk analysis principles on the basis of information that could be provided on this matter.. 

Relationship of Codex with parent organizations FAO and WHO 

84. Costa Rica proposed to have a regional position with regards to the ongoing discussion in CCEXEC on the 
relation of Codex and relevant FAO and WHO strategies and policies. The proposed position was based on 
the mandate of CAC and the existing Codex procedures in the Procedural Manual. 
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85. Delegations debated whether a regional position could be taken to reaffirm that Codex Alimentarius 
Commission is a member driven organisation, which may take into account relevant FAO and WHO 
strategies and policies in accordance with its mandate.  

86. The Representative of WHO welcomed delegations' interest and attention in this subject, which would be 
discussed at the forthcoming sessions of the Executive Committee and the Commission. In his view it was 
important to establish interactive links between the Commission and the Governing Bodies of WHO, in order 
that Codex work become more visible within these bodies having a significant influence on the degree of the 
support provided by WHO to Codex and related programmes. With regard to certain terms, such as 
"independence", "sovereignty" and "autonomy", mentioned by some delegations to qualify the relations 
between the joint FAO/WHO food standard programme and its parent organizations, the Representative 
noted that these terms, which did not appear in any text in the Procedural Manual, should be used with 
caution as they could have particular legal implications. 

87. The Representative of FAO recognized the value of consultation and information exchange when there is 
parallel work ongoing by FAO and Codex on food safety and quality issues. She recalled that there are 
examples of where this is occurring, e.g. Codex work on food labelling and date marking and the revision of 
the General Principles of Food Hygiene with potential benefits. The Representative acknowledged the inter-
governmental nature of the Codex Alimentarius Commission and the need for decisions in Codex to be 
decided by Codex members according to Codex rules and processes for standards development. 

88. The Committee agreed that the Codex Alimentarius Commission considers the policies and guidelines of 
FAO and WHO, which may be relevant to the work of Codex, respecting the autonomy of the Commission, 
reflected in its mandate and Procedural Manual, and that it is therefore the CAC, with the agreement of its 
Members, that defines how it will address and take into account such policies.  

CCLAC webpage 

89. The Dominican Republic raised the issue of the CCLAC website and made reference to the position reached 
at CCLAC19 (REP15/LAC, para 124). They reiterated the importance of a regional website and reported 
issues with the Codex website which was at times not available. They also noted that it had never been 
agreed that the CCLAC webpage should be integrated into the FAO page. 

90. The Codex Secretariat invited delegations to report any issues with the performance of the Codex website to 
the Codex Secretariat. In addition, the Secretariat explained that the move of the Codex website into the 
FAO domain had been a FAO internal decision outside the competence of the Codex Secretariat but should 
have no implications as to the accessibility of the website.  

91. With regard to the regional websites the Codex Secretariat noted that the proposal to integrate them into the 
Codex website had been made because of the experience with difficulties when moving the website from 
one to the next Coordinator. There had been delays in the publishing of the new websites but their issuing 
was imminent. Once published, any suggestions for improvements would be welcome. 

b) Codex work which need support of the region 

Proposed draft MLs for cadmium in chocolate and cocoa-derived products  

92. Ecuador informed the Committee on the latest developments of the work of the CCCF/EWG led by Ecuador 
on the establishment of MLs for cadmium in chocolate and cocoa-derived products. In view of the interest of 
several Codex members and observers to participate in this work the deadline for the registration to the 
EWG and submission of relevant data and information to GEMS/Food had been extended up to early 
December 2016. The Delegation highlighted the need to identify the country of origin of the samples 
(geographical origin) in order to develop the different contamination profiles which will better support the ML 
proposals.  

93. The Delegation encouraged countries of the region, particularly cocoa-producing countries, to submit 
relevant data and information to GEMS/Food in reply to CL 2016/22-CF and to actively participate in the 
work of the EWG and if possible in the consideration of this matter at the next session of CCCF which will be 
held in Brazil in April 2017. This will allow the establishment of worldwide representative MLs that will ensure 
consumers’ health and fair trade practices.  

94. The Delegation further acknowledged the support of IICA in providing technical assistance to Ecuador and 
other producing countries to develop data. The output of this work would further feed into the work being 
carried by Ecuador within Codex.  

95. The Committee stressed the importance of this work for the region and encouraged countries to submit 
relevant data and information.  
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96. Several delegations expressed their interest and commitment in submitting data and information to 
GEMS/Food as well as to Ecuador as Chair of the EWG and to actively participate in this work within Codex.  

Draft Standard for fish oils 

97. Chile explained their concern on the scientific validity of the chemical method used in the draft standard for 
fish oils to define the source of named fish oils as explained in CRD4. In their view the fatty acid range for 
anchovy (Engraulis ringens) oil would overlap with those of other species making it more difficult to identify 
the product. Chile requested CCLAC members to evaluate the information in CRD4 to determine if it is 
possible to support the proposal at the next session of CCFO (February 2017).  

98. Peru while supporting the approach used in the draft standard and explained that no official data had been 
provided to define the fatty acid profile by Chile and Peru who were the only producers of anchovy oil. The 
Delegation explained that they had generated data to define the fatty acid profile for the anchovy oil which 
will be considered at the next session of CCFO. In their view it was necessary to provide additional official 
data to allow CCFO to refine the fatty acid profile for anchovy oil.  

99. The Committee further noted that CCFO24 had established a PWG, meeting immediately prior to CCFO25, 
to consider the replies to the CL 2015/5-FO Part B, point 4 (deadline 1 December 2016) requesting 
additional information on the fatty acid profiles of anchovy and krill oils. 

100. The Chair urged Chile and Peru to provide the data before the next session of CCFO in and to respond 
timely to the CL so that data could be taken into account when defining the fatty acid profile for anchovy oil. 

Initiative to report on the status and documented tests from National Registries of compounds listed in tables 
2A and 2B from the priorities of the Codex Committee on Pesticide Residues (CCPR) 

101. Chile informed the Committee that in order to improve the administration and management of the CCPR's 
priority lists and schedules, CCPR48 (2016) had requested members to provide information and evidence of 
the existence of national registrations for the products in the tables 2A and 2B to prevent MRLs from being 
revoked due to lack of use or trade.  

102. The Delegation recalled that this was a matter of concern for countries of the region (see “Risk analysis 
principles applied by the Codex Committee on Pesticide Residues (CCPR) above) and therefore encouraged 
countries to provide information on the national registration of pesticides as listed in the aforesaid tables to 
the Chair of the CCPR/EWG on Priorities or in reply to a CL that will be circulated by the Codex Secretariat 
in due course for consideration by CCPR49 (2017).  

Front of pack labelling 

103. Colombia and Costa Rica introduced the issue of front of pack labelling which was a measure adopted by an 
increasing number of countries to raise consumer awareness about foods high in certain nutrients (e.g. 
sugar, fat, energy, sodium) to help them make healthy choices. While it was unlikely that total harmonisation 
of these schemes could be achieved, the delegation said that it would be useful if these measures were 
based on the same principles in order not to create barriers to trade. 

104. The Committee recalled that the last session of the CCFL had established an EWG led by Costa Rica to 
develop an inventory of schemes used for front of pack labelling in order to have a basis for discussion on 
guidelines or principles for countries wishing to establish such schemes.  

105. Costa Rica updated the Committee on the work of the EWG and said that 43 countries had registered 
including 13 from the CCLAC region. The delegation said that the EWG was working in English and Spanish 
and encouraged CCLAC countries to participate in it. 

106. The Committee noted that this was an important endeavour and while it might not be possible achieve 
harmonisation because of different cultures and issues there could be some elements in common and the 
experience made in different countries could be useful for others to develop measures that have a real 
impact on the population.  

Use of clean water, drinking water and other types of water in the General Principles of Food Hygiene  

107. El Salvador recalled that CCFH had considered the issue of clean water and explained that it was important 
that Codex provides clear criteria that would allow differentiating the quality characteristics of the various 
types of water used along the food chain, e.g. water used in primary production, water in contact with food, 
etc.  

108. The Codex Secretariat informed the Committee that CCFH48 (November 2016) had continued discussion on 
this matter and agreed to request FAO/WHO to provide guidance for those scenarios where the use of clean 
water was indicated in Codex texts in particular, irrigation water, clean seawater, and on the safe re-use of 
processing water.  
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109. The Representative of FAO acknowledged CCFH request to FAO and WHO for scientific advice on water 
quality and safety and advised that work is ongoing to respond to the request, within available resources.  

110. The Chair underscored the importance for the countries of the region to have clear definition for potable and 
clean water. The Chair also invited FAO and WHO to provide the results of scientific advice as soon as they 
were available. 

MONITORING OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CODEX STRATEGIC PLAN (Agenda Item 7)9 

Strategic Plan for CCLAC 2014-2019 – Status of Implementation 

111. Chile, as Regional Coordinator, introduced the item and underlined how communication among members 
and observers is important to achieve active participation and capacity development in the region. The 
regional Coordinator recalled the workshop organized in September 2016 in Santiago where relevant 
aspects for CCLAC had been analysed in the view of strengthening the position of the region and provided 
information on future activities. 

112. The Chair noted the challenges of physical participation due to financial constraints and to substantiate with 
transparent and scientific data the proposals and position of the countries of the region. The Chair stressed 
the need for developing a permanent dialogue within and outside the region with different stakeholders, 
including members, observers and scientific institutions. 

Discussion  

113. Delegations commented as follows: 

 Noted the importance of the CCLAC Strategic Plan to define work and priority for the region and 
guide future actions. 

 Noted that participation in regional activities was rather difficult due to time and budget 
constraints, but members and observers needed to be proactive.  

 Recalled the importance to gather and get access to scientific data and information and to 
generate and exchange of information among countries, e.g. through twinning programme.  

 Noted that the report focused on the management of the CCLAC strategic Plan rather than on 
the activities needed to reach the strategic objectives. 

Conclusion 

114. The Committee noted:  

 The importance for CCLAC to continue to implement the Strategic Plan for CCLAC 2014-2019; 

 The implementation of the Strategic Plan was the responsibility of all members of the region; 

 The report on the implementation of the CCLAC Strategic Plan should identify gaps and 
information on activities to be prioritised. 

Preparation of the Codex Strategic Plan 2020-2025 

115. The Secretariat introduced the matter and recalled that CCEXEC71: (i) had considered a document prepared 
by the Secretariat (CX/EXEC 16/71/6), which recommended a process and timeline for developing a new 
Strategic Plan for the period 2020-25; and (ii) had recommended to CAC39 to request the Secretariat to start 
the process of developing the Codex Strategic Plan 2020-2025 and that the current Strategic Plan 2014-
2019 should be the starting point for the new plan.10   

116. The first step for the preparation of the new Strategic Plan was the provision of suggestions from the RCCs 
on possible goals and objectives for consideration by the CAC Chair and vice-Chairs, which had been tasked 
to prepare a first draft Strategic Plan (without a detailed implementation plan) for circulation for comments 
and consideration by CCEXEC in 2017. RCCs would be requested to provide comments on the reviewed 
complete draft (including implementation plan) during the 2018-2019 round of meetings.  

Discussion  

117. The Chair emphasized the importance of the Strategic Plan and called members to examine carefully the 
goals and objectives to ensure the new Strategic Plan better served the RCCs.  

                                                 
9  CX/LAC 16/20/8 
10 REP16/EXEC, para. 71 
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118. Delegations recalled the importance for the next Strategic Plan to be in line with the United Nations SDGs 
and generally agreed on the importance and relevance of the four Goals. They also noted the importance of 
the collaboration with other organisations and to take into account the different factors that might impact on 
consumers health and fair practice in the food trade, according to the mandate of Codex as laid down in the 
Procedural Manual.  

119. With regard to the Objectives, delegations said that they needed more time to consider and provide 
comments and that the Regional Coordinator could facilitate this discussion. In this regard, the Codex 
Secretariat explained that members would have an opportunity to provide individual comments on the first 
draft Strategic Plan before its consideration by CCEXEC73. 

Conclusion 

120. The Committee agreed that: 

 The four Goals of the Strategic Plan 2014-2019 were still valid and relevant.

 Discussion would continue to further develop comments on the Strategic Plan, before the
distribution of its first draft in 2017.

 The process of developing the new Strategic Plan should be participatory, be discussed in the
RCCs and be elaborated in conformity with the mandate of Codex as laid down in the
Procedural Manual.

PROPOSED DRAFT REGIONAL STANDARD FOR YACON (Agenda Item 8)11 

121. Peru and Belize, respectively as Chair and co-Chair of the EWG on the proposed draft regional standard for 
yacon, introduced item and indicated that the standard represented the consensus reached by the members 
of the EWG. 

Discussion 

122. The Committee considered the standard section by section, noted comments and made the following 
decisions: 

The Committee: 

 1. Scope: noted that the provisions in the section are common to the standards for fresh fruits 
and vegetables as described in the Layout for Codex standards for fresh fruits and vegetables. 
Therefore it agreed to leave the section unchanged and noted the reservation of Argentina for 
the reasons explained in CX/LAC 16/20/9 Add.1. 

 2. Definition of produce: agreed that the standard also covered commercial types; this decision 
was reflected in relevant sections of the standard. 

 3.1 Minimum requirements: replaced “scalding” by “cracking” as more appropriate.

 3.1.1 Minimum maturity requirements: retained the second option with some amendments to
improve the clarity of the requirement.

 3.2.3 Category II: agreed to refer to “quality defect” to make it clear that the defects are related
to those described for this category.

Conclusion 

123. The Committee: 

 Noted that all outstanding issues had been addressed.

 Forwarded the proposed draft regional standard for yacon to CAC40 for adoption at Step 5/8
(Appendix III).

 Noted that food additives and labelling provisions would be endorsed by CCFA and CCFL,
respectively.

11 CX/LAC 16/20/10; Comments of Argentina (CX/LAC 16/20/10 Add.1); Ecuador (CRD12) 
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NOMINATION OF THE COORDINATOR (Agenda Item 9)12 

124. On the proposal of Dominican Republic, the Committee unanimously agreed to recommend to CAC40 that 
Chile be reappointed for a second term as Coordinator for Latin America and the Caribbean. Chile thanked 
all CCLAC members for their support and accepted the nomination. 

OTHER BUSINESS (Agenda Item 10) 

Relations between FAO and WHO policies, strategies and guidelines and Codex work13 

125. The Committee noted that this matter had been already dealt with under Item 6. 

Proposal for the development of a standard for yam14 

126. Costa Rica informed the Committee of their intention to submit a proposal for new work for the development 
of a standard for yam to CCFFV20 (2017). The Delegation noted that the scope of the new work included 
yams grown in different regions of the world; that data of production, consumption and trade justified the 
development of a worldwide standard. 

127. The Committee supported the development of a worldwide standard for yam as new work in CCFFV. 

Information on work on the standard for quinoa 

128. Bolivia as co-host with the United States of America of the EWG on quinoa informed the Committee of the 
status of work on the development of the standard for quinoa. The Delegation invited countries of the region 
to support this work on this standard and its adoption by CAC. 

129. In reply to a request on the next steps in the development of the standard, which is being elaborated by 
correspondence, the Secretariat explained that following the submission of the report of the EWG to the 
Codex Secretariat the standard will be circulated for comments at Step 3. The standard along with the 
comments submitted will be reviewed by the United States of America (host country of CCCPL), who will 
prepare a document for consideration by CAC. 

Information on work on the standard for non-centrifuged dehydrated sugar cane juice 

130. Colombia, as host country of CCS, provided background information on the development of the standard and 
the difficulties to progress this work due to the different views of countries on the scope and the definition of 
the product. In this regard, the Delegation referred to the decision of CAC39 which requested CCS, working 
by correspondence, to clarify the scope of the standard and to provide evidence of the international support 
for the defined scope. CCS would subsequently report on the findings to CAC40 in order to determine how to 
proceed further with this work, e.g. discontinuation, finalisation as a worldwide or regional standard.15 

131. The Delegation requested countries of the region to support the finalisation of the standard as a worldwide 
standard, consistent with the decision of CAC34 (2011) when approving the new work. 

132. The Chair invited countries to provide comments in reply to CL 2016/45-CS and thus demonstrate their 
support for the development of the standard. 

Time management of CAC39 to debate issues, e.g. processed cheese 

133. The Committee noted that this matter had been already dealt with under Item 6. 

Possible change of the status of the Codex Committee on Processed Fruit and Vegetables 

134. Brazil explained that the last session of CCPFV (September 2016) had considered the possibility to adjourn 
sine die if no proposals for new work would be presented at CCEXEC73 in July 2017 for consideration under 
the Critical Review. Based on the outcome of the Critical Review, CAC40 would decide if the quantity and 
quality of the proposals for new work would support a physical meeting of CCPFV. In order to submit 
proposal for new work, the Codex Secretariat will issue a CL requesting proposals for new work within the 
mandate of CCPFV for consideration by CCEXEC and decision by CAC. 

135. Brazil encouraged countries of the region interested in the standardization of processed fruits and 
vegetables such as juices, canned products, dry and dehydrated products, to make proposals for new work 
in reply to the CL to keep CCPFV active as this was the only committee addressing processed fruits and 
vegetables within the Codex system. 

12 CX/LAC 16/20/10 
13  CX/LAC 16/20/11 
14  CRD2 
15  REP16/CAC, paras 200-203 
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136. Delegations noted that the work of CCPFV was important for the region as processing of fruits and 
vegetables provided added value to the production and export of agriculture commodities. These delegations 
further noted that work on the review of standards has not yet been completed by CCPFV and, therefore 
encouraged countries interested in the review of the existing standards or in proposing the development of 
new standards to submit proposals for new work in reply to the CL. They also expressed their support for 
keeping CCPFV active and requested the support of the United States of America for keeping the Committee 
active. 

137. The Codex Secretariat noted that the next survey on the use of Codex standards might include commodity 
standards, which would provide information on the relevance of the work on commodity committees. 

138. The Chair noted the support of countries to keep CCPFV active and the request to the United States of 
America (host country of CCPFV) to continue to support the work of CCPFV. The Chair also encouraged 
countries to provide proposals for new work in reply to CL.  

Information on work on biofortification in the region 

139. The Observer from IFPRI explained that work on the definition of biofortification at CCNFSDU was currently 
at Step 3, following the approval of new work by CAC39. To demonstrate the importance of biofortification in 
the LAC region, the Observer explained that comments had been submitted already by 16 members, of 
which almost 60% were from LAC region, namely Brazil, Costa Rica, Cuba, El Salvador, Guatemala, Mexico, 
Nicaragua, Panama and Paraguay. 

140. The Observer encouraged others to support and contribute through either written submissions or 
interventions at CCNFSDU (December 2016), which was urgently needed so that related biofortified food 
labelling and standards could be further pursued. 

141. Panama provided additional information on activities on biofortification carried out in the region. 

142. Delegations highlighted the importance of biofortification, supported the ongoing work on this matter in 
CCNFSDU and encouraged countries to participate in this work. 

DATE AND PLACE OF NEXT SESSION (Agenda Item 11) 

143. The Committee was informed that its 21st Session would be held in approximately two years’ time and that 
more detailed arrangements would be communicated to members following the appointment of the 
Coordinator by CAC40. 
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APPENDIX II 

KEYNOTE ADDRESS BY MVZ HUGO FRAGOSO SÁNCHEZ,  
GENERAL DIRECTOR FOR FOOD SAFETY AND QUALITY AT SENASICA, MEXICO 

The importance of evaluating and monitoring national food control systems 

The implementation, development and strengthening of national safety systems in countries has increased 
over recent years. Some of the reasons for this are better detection and recording systems of food-borne 
diseases, the need for food buyers and distributors to meet food safety standards, consumer demand for 
healthy food, increased global food trade, awareness of health and agricultural authorities of the need to 
strengthen prevention in primary production and processing, rather than react to outbreaks, as well as 
greater cooperation between countries and regulatory authorities on this matter.  

Countries have a huge responsibility for producing healthy food for their population. The possibility that this 
food may access other world markets calls for greater commitment to ensure that the consumer has what is 
wanted in the food, helping not only to mitigate hunger and comply with nutritional requirements, but also to 
prevent it becoming a disease-carrier that puts the rest of the population at risk and to promote greater 
investment in government resources to combat diseases. 

To ensure that the state fulfils its role in this area, it is necessary to rely on a food safety system based on 
principles that encourage better performance. For this, consideration must be given to the following: 

• Legal basis and authority to control food monitoring and safety.

• Human, physical and financial resources to plan, organize and apply safety policies.

• Authority and technical expertise, reference laboratories, capacity for risk assessment, food
monitoring, alert system protocols, certification systems, identification and traceability systems,
communication capacities.

• Relationship with stakeholders; consultation, official coordination, accreditation/authorization and/or
delegation, participation of producers and other stakeholders.

• Access to markets, relations with other countries and international organizations.

An assessment should be made to decide if the system can prevent and eliminate safety risks, founded on 
principles such as enforcing producers and packers to officially register with authorities, based on a national 
identification and traceability system to set minimum safety standards for fresh or minimally processed 
produce.   

The food monitoring programme should consider all stages of the production and supply chain. The 
recommendation is to work with comparable methodologies between countries, which is why it is very 
important that these are based on the standards of international organizations such as FAO, PAHO and OIE. 

Countries should have a safety alert plan based on the participation of different regulatory and decision-
making bodies. The plan should be evaluated and validated through field and office exercises. The plan 
should cover both domestic and imported foods as well as food for which notification is received from 
another country or from an international alert network. 

The lack of a robust system to handle alerts and emergencies could result in major losses for countries that 
export fresh food. There is extensive data on the costs of not having such a system, which can be 
summarized as follows: 

• Loss of labour productivity, medical and research costs for the disease, losses in income due to the
closure of businesses and markets, complaints and refunds, plant closures, regulatory fines,
lawsuits, individual and collective damage to reputation, bad publicity, new investment in controls,
loss of import market confidence and loss of income for export countries.

Countries should work to strengthen their technical capabilities through closer collaboration with each other 
and with other regions for greater understanding of their alert models, such as the European Union’s RASFF, 
PulseNet and the United States’ Centre for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). A better outcome will be 
achieved by increasing national training and by renewed commitment to WHO/FAO systems such as 
INFOSAN (International Food Safety Authorities Network). 
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Evaluation of the safety system should be constant; however, there are some questions that will help to 
indicate how well it is working. Is the system capable of detecting an outbreak of a food-borne disease 
effectively and of taking containment measures? Is the scientific and technical information that it generates 
reliable? Are there trained groups to act in an emergency? Is there authority to suspend and sanction? Is it 
capable of timely communication? Is it clear and appropriate? Does it have strategies to reduce the risk 
identified? 

The use of international standards in monitoring programmes will give the systems greater resilience given 
that they will be able to rely on comparable technical and scientific standards between countries, helping to 
resolve conflicts when there are disputes. 

The development and evaluation of the system based on these principles will reduce the risk of outbreaks 
from food-borne diseases and implement prevention and mitigation strategies based on safety risk analysis. 
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APPENDIX III 

PROPOSED DRAFT REGIONAL STANDARD FOR YACON 

(At Step 5/8) 

1. SCOPE

The purpose of this standard is to define the quality requirements for yacon at the export-control stage
after preparation and packaging. However, if applied at stages following packaging, products may
show, in relation to the requirements of the standard:

 A slight lack of freshness and turgidity;

 For products graded in classes other than the "Extra" Class, a slight deterioration due to their
development and tendency to perish.

The holder/seller of products may not display such products or offer them for sale, or deliver or market 
them in any manner other than in conformity with this standard. The holder/seller shall be responsible 
for observing such conformity. 

2. DEFINITION OF PRODUCE

This Standard applies to the tuberous roots of varieties and/or commercial types of yacon grown from
Smallanthus sonchifolius, (Poepp. & Endl.) H. Robinson, from the Asteraceae family, to be supplied
fresh to the consumer after preparation and packaging. Yacon for industrial processing is excluded.

3. PROVISIONS CONCERNING QUALITY

3.1 MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS

In all classes, subject to the special provisions for each class and the tolerances allowed, the yacon
must be:

 intact;

 sound, produce affected by rotting or deterioration such as to make it unfit for consumption is
excluded;

 clean, practically free of any visible foreign matter;

 practically free from pests;

 free of damage caused by pests affecting the flesh;

 free of abnormal external moisture, excluding condensation following removal from cold
storage;

 fresh in appearance;

 firm;

 free of mechanical damage and bruising;

 free of damage caused by frost or low temperatures;

 free of damage caused by cracking or high temperatures;

 free of any foreign smell and/or taste;

The cut at the distal (narrow) of the yacon should not exceed 2 cm in diameter. 

The stalk end should have a clean cut between 1 cm and 2.5 cm in length in case of varieties and/or 
commercial types that have distinct stalk. 

The development and condition of the yacon must be such as to enable it: 

 To withstand transportation and handling; and

 To arrive in satisfactory condition at the place of destination.
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3.1.1  Minimum Maturity Requirements 

The yacon must have reached an appropriate degree of maturity for trade and consumption in 
conformity with the characteristics of the variety, and/or commercial type and the growing area.  

3.2. CLASSIFICATION 

The yacon is classified into three classes defined below: 

3.2.1 "Extra" Class 

The yacon in this class must be of superior quality. They must be characteristic of the variety and/or 
commercial type. They must be free from defects, with the exception of very slight superficial defects, 
provided these do not affect the general appearance of the produce, the quality, the keeping quality 
and presentation in the package. 

3.2.2  Class I 

The yacon in this class must be of good quality. They must be characteristic of the variety and/ or 
commercial type. The following slight defects, however, may be allowed, provided these do not affect 
the general appearance of the produce, the quality, the keeping quality and presentation in the 
package: 

 slight defects in shape;

 scarring or healed damage, not exceeding 10% of the surface area;

 scraped areas, not exceeding 10% of the product surface.

The defects must not, in any case, affect the pulp of the product. 

3.2.3  Class II 

This class includes yacon that do not qualify for inclusion in the higher classes, but satisfy the 
minimum requirements specified in Section 3.1 above. The following defects may be allowed, 
provided the yacon retains the essential characteristics as regards the quality, the keeping quality and 
presentation: 

 defects in shape;

 scarring or healed damage, not exceeding 20% of the surface area;

 scraped areas, not exceeding 20% of the product surface.

The flesh must be free of major quality defects. 

4. PROVISIONS CONCERNING SIZING

The yacon may be sized by the maximum diameter of the equatorial section of each root (thicker
cross section) and by the weight of each root, in accordance with existing trade practices. The
package must be labeled with the corresponding size according to the following table which is a guide
and may be used on an optional basis.

Size Code Larger diameter (mm) Weight (g) 

1 > 70 > 300 

2 > 50 to 70 > 120 to 300 

3 30 to 50 ≤ 120 

All sizes may have the following forms: fusiform, oval or ovate, obovate and irregular; because some 
yacon cultivars tend to form more smooth and symmetrical than other roots. 

5. PROVISIONS CONCERNING TOLERANCES

5.1 QUALITY TOLERANCES

At all marketing stages, tolerances in respect of quality and size shall be allowed in each lot for
produce not satisfying the requirements of the class indicated.

5.1.1 "Extra" Class 

Five percent (5%), by number or weight of yacon not satisfying the requirements of the class but 
meeting those of Class I. 
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5.1.2  Class I 

Ten percent (10%), by number or weight of yacon not satisfying the requirements of the class but 
meeting those of Class II. 

5.1.3 Class II 

Ten percent (10%) by number or weight of yacon satisfying neither the requirements of the class nor 
the minimum requirements, with the exception of produce s affected by rotting or any other 
deterioration rendering them unfit for consumption. 

5.2. SIZE TOLERANCES 

For all classes if sized: ten percent (10%) by number or weight of yacon not satisfying the 
requirements as regards to sizing. 

6. PROVISIONS CONCERNING PRESENTATION

6.1.  UNIFORMITY 

The contents of each package or lot must be uniform as to the form and contain only yacon of the 
same origin, variety and/or commercial type, colour, quality and size. 

The visible part of the content of the package must be representative of the entire content. 

However, a mixture of yacon of different varieties and/or commercial types may be packaged together 
provided they are uniform in quality and the origin of each variety and/or commercial type is the same. 

6.2 PACKAGING 

Yacon must be packed in such a way as to protect the produce properly. The materials used inside 
the package must of food-grade quality, clean, and of a quality such as to avoid causing any external 
or internal damage to the produce. The use of materials, particularly of paper or a stamps bearing 
trade specifications, is allowed, provided the printing or labelling has been done with non-toxic ink or 
glue. 

Stickers individually affixed to the produce shall be such that, when removed, they neither leave 
visible traces of glue nor lead to skin defects. 

Yacon shall be packed in each container in compliance with the Code of Practice for Packaging and 
Transport of Fresh Fruits and Vegetables (CAC/RCP 44-1995). 

6.2.1 Description of Containers 

The container shall meet the quality, hygiene, ventilation and resistance characteristics to ensure 
suitable handling, shipping and preserving of yacon. 

Packages must be free of all foreign matter and smell. 

7. PROVISIONS CONCERNING MARKING AND LABELING

7.1.  CONSUMER PACKAGES 

In addition to the requirements of the General Standard for the Labelling of Prepackaged Foods 
(CODEX STAN 1-1985), the following specific provisions apply: 

7.1.1 Nature of Produce 

Each package shall be labeled as to the name of the produce and may be labeled as to the name of 
the variety and/or commercial type. 

7.1.2  Origin of Produce 

Country of origin1 and, optionally, district where grown, or national, regional or local place name. 

In the case of a mixture of distinctly different varieties of yacon of different origins, the indication of 
each country of origin shall appear next to the name of the variety and/or commercial type concerned. 

7.2. NON-RETAIL CONTAINERS 

Each package must bear the following particulars, in letters grouped on the same side, legibly and 
indelibly marked and visible from the outside, or in the documents accompanying the shipment. 

1 The full or a commonly used name should be indicated. 
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For yacon transported in bulk (directly loading into a transport vehicle) these particulars must appear 
on a document accompanying the goods, and attached in a visible position inside the transport 
vehicle. 

7.2.1 Identification 

Name and address of the exporter, packer and / or dispatcher. Identification code (optional)2. 

7.2.2  Nature of Produce3 

Name of the produce, variety and/or commercial type (optional). 

In the case of a mixture of distinctly different varieties and/or commercial types, names of the different 
varieties and/or commercial types. 

In the case of a mixture of distinctly different varieties and/or commercial types and/or colours of 
yacon, which are not visible from the outside, varieties and/or commercial types and/or colours and 
the quantity of each in the package must be indicated. 

7.2.3 Origin of Produce 

Country of origin4 and, optionally, district where grown, or national, regional or local place name. 

In the case of a mixture of distinctly different varieties and/or commercial types of yacon of different 
origins, the indication of each country of origin shall appear next to the name of the variety and/or 
commercial type. 

7.2.4 Commercial Identification 

 Class;

 Size.

7.2.5  Official Inspection Mark (optional) 

8. FOOD ADDITIVES

This Standard applies to yacon as identified in Food Category 04.2.1.1 Untreated fresh vegetables
(including mushrooms and fungi, roots and tubers, pulses and legumes, and aloe vera), seaweed and
nuts and seeds, and therefore no food additives is allowed in accordance with the provisions of the
General Standard for Food Additives (CODEX STAN 192-1995).

9. CONTAMINANTS

9.1 The product covered by this Standard shall comply with the maximum residue limits for pesticides
established by the Codex Alimentarius Commission for this product is applied.

9.2 The produce covered by this Standard shall comply with the maximum levels of the General Standard
for Contaminants and Toxins in Food and Feed (CODEX STAN 193-1995).

10. HYGIENE

10.1 It is recommended that the produce covered by the provisions of this Standard be prepared and 
handled in accordance with the appropriate sections of the General Principles of Food Hygiene 
(CAC/RCP 1-1969), Code of Hygienic Practice for Fresh Fruits and Vegetables (CAC/RCP 53-2003) 
and other relevant Codex texts such as codes of hygienic practice and codes of practices. 

10.2 The produce should comply with any microbiological criteria established in accordance with the 
Principles and Guidelines for the Establishment and Application of Microbiological Criteria for Foods 
(CAC/GL 21-1997). 

2 The national legislation of a number of countries requires the explicit declaration of the name and address. However, in 
the case where a code mark is used, the reference “packer and/or dispatcher (or equivalent abbreviations)” has to be 
indicated in close connection with the code mark, and the code mark should be preceded by the ISO 3166 (alpha) 
country/area code of the recognizing country, if not the country of origin. 
3 The product covered by the provisions of this standard should allow traceability in accordance with appropriate sections 
of "Principles for traceability / product tracing as a tool in the context of food inspection and certification" (CAC/GL 60-
2006) 
4 The full or a commonly used name should be indicated. 
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