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JOINT FAO/WHO FOOD STANDARDS PROGRAMME 

CODEX COMMITTEE ON GENERAL PRINCIPLES  
Report of the Third : Séssion, 9-13 December 1968 

Introduction  

The Third Session of the Codex Committee on General Principles 
was held in-Paris from 9 to 13 December 1968 under the chairmanship 
of Mr. R. Souverain (France). The session was attended by 79 
delegates and observers from 25 'countries and 12  international 
organizations. The list of participants is attached as Appendix I. 

The session was opened by Professor M. Cépède, President of the 
Interministerial Committee on Agriculture and Food, who.welcomed the 
participants in the.presence of Mr. Bernard Toussaint, representing 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

Adoption of Agenda 

After slight rearrangement of the order of items the Committee 
adopted the provisional agenda. 

The Idea of a General Standard 

The Committee considered the paper which had been presented by the 
United Kingdom delegation on this subject (ref. SP 10/3-GS .) in the light 
of government comments (ref.. PG 68/1 and Addenda 1, 2 and 3) Though 
some delegations considered that a general standard should be elaborated, 
others thought that the basic concepts suggested for inclusion in a 
general standard were already contained in the food legislation of many 
countries and there would be difficulty for legal and other reasons 
in applying the Codex acceptance procedures to such a standard. The 
delegations which were not in favour of a  general standard but who con-
sidered that some provisions of this sort should be included in the 
Codex Alimentarius suggested that they should be contained either in 

(i) a preamble to the General Principles of the Codex 
Alimentarius, or 

an additional paragraph in the General Principles .or 
( 

(iii) in a separate part or preamble to the Codex Alimentarius . 

on the lines of the Code of Principles concerning Milk and 
Milk Products. 

5. After some consideration of thé suggested amendments to the pro- 
posed provisions set out in paragraph 6 of the United Kingdom paper 
(ref. SP 10/3-GS), the  Committee decided that the Secretariat should 

o draw up a paper for the next session of the Commission, setting out the 
general issues involved to enable the Commission to determine how best 
to proceed with this subject. 
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Acceptance with minor deviations  

The meaning of acceptance with minor deviations was referred to 
the Committee by the Codex Alimentarius Commission with a view to 
clarifying its meaning within the overall concept of a --cceptance and--
in the light o f comments (ref.-PG-6-8A -and-  Addendum 1) received from 
governments. In examining the text of acceptance with minor deviations, 
two broad points of view emerged. Some delegations took the view that 
only full acceptance and target acceptance could properly be regarded 
as forms of acceptance. Other delegations thought that the acceptance 
procedure should provide for acceptance with minor deviations whether 
these took the form of more stringent, less stringent or supplementary 
requirements. This was the majority view of the Committee, it being 
understood that it would be up to the Co mmission to determine whether 
any deviation was in fact minor, and the country concerned could state 
its position concerning the Commission's decision. 

The Committee decided to delete the provision on acceptance with 
a declaration of more stringent or supplementary requirements from 
paragraph 4 of the General Principles of the Codex Alimentarius. The 
Committee further decided to retain acceptance with minor deviations 
along the lines of the written proposal of the Danish delegation. 
This provision would provide for the inclusion of all types of devia-
tion if these were judged to be minor by the Commission. The Committee 
agreed to the revised text of paragraph 4 of the General Principles 
as set out in Appendix II for submission to the Sixth Session of the 
Commission. 

The Committee agreed that, until further reviewed by the 
Commission, the acceptance procedure should be applied on a provi-
sional basis in order that its suitability might be assessed in the 
light of experience of receiving acceptances. 

Certain delegations pointed out that there were difficulties in 
interpreting Steps 9 and 10 of the Procedure for the Elaboration of 
Codex Standards•-and that these difficulties must be dealt with before 
standards were sent out for acceptance. The main difficulties 
appeared to be 

how could a standard which had received the final approval 
of the Commission be properly described as "provisional"; 

what is the implication of printing a standard in the Codex 
Alimentarius; and 

• 

what would constitute "a sufficient number of countries". 

Some delegations pointed out that there might be difficulties in ac-
cepting a standard under their legal and administrative procedures 
without some indication of the action that other countries proposed 
to take in respect of the standard concerned, and  this suggested that 
some revision of Steps 9 and 10 might be desirable. In view of this, 
the Commission's Secretariat was requested to prepare a paper for the 
Sixth Session of the Commission setting out the difficulties and 
putting forward suggestions for dealing with them. 

a 
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The delegation of the United States pointed out that the purpose 

of Codex standards was to achieve uniformity among national food 
standards so as to protect the health of consumers and to facilitate 
international trade. This would be achieved not by replacing national 
food standards but by harmonizing them. The U.S.A. would be likely 
to indicate acceptance of Codex standards by informing the Co mmission 
that it had issued identical or similar standards under its national 
laws and regulations; there was no question of a Codex standard being 
the equivalent of an international convention or treaty. The point 
of view expressed by the U.S. delegation was shared in principle by 
some other delegations. 

Acceptance of general standards  

The Committee had before it a paper (ref. PG/68/3) which had 
been prepared by the Commission's Secretariat at the  request of the 
Executive Committee. It was pointed out that there might be standards 
of a general nature for which the acceptance procedure already proposed 
would not be appropriate since these general standards would only 
apply to certain aspects of a food and therefore full acceptance would 
not imply that a product which complied with the general standard could 
be freely distributed in the territory of the country concerned. 

.12. Some delegations considered that it was premature to develop such 
a procedure before any general standards had been completed, but other 
delegations thought that difficulties would occur if a procedure was 
not elaborated before general standards were considered by the Commission 

0 at Step 8 of the Procedure for the Elaboration of Codex Standards. The 
delegate of Austria considered that the problem of acceptance of general 
standards did not require a separate acceptance procedure but could be 
dealt with by applying the acceptance procedure already agreed for 
commodity standards to the acceptance of general standards mutatis  
mutandis. 

After a full discussion, the Committee concluded that the Acceptance 
Procedure for General Standards,as set out in Appendix II, should be 
submitted to the Commission as a new paragraph 5 of the General 
Principles of the Codex Alimentarius. The Committee agreed that this pro-
cedure should be applied on a provisional basis and that the Co mmission 
should decide in respect of each st andard of a general nature whether 
the acceptance procedure for general standards or the acceptance pro-
cedure for commodity standards should apply. 

The delegation of the Federal Republic of Germany took the view 
that further consideration of the whole acceptance procedure was 
required, and in particular to the exact definition from the practical 
and legal points of view of  the  different methods of acceptance. 
Further consideration should also be given to the legal aspects of the 
General Principles of the Codex Alimentarius and the way they were 
adopted by the Commission. 

Uniform interpretation of acceptance 

(2) 15. The Codex ,Committee on General Principles examined a paper (ref. 
PG/68/4) which had been prepared by the Commission's Secretariat con- 
cerning some of the difficulties which might arise in endeavouring to 



ensure a uniform interpretation of acceptances by countries of Codex 
standards. The Committee considered that in the absence of actual 
experience of acceptances of Codex standards it would suffice for the 
time being if the Secretariat of the Commission, where appropriate, 
referred government communications_concerning- -acceptance - to the 
Executive Committee. The Executive Committee would make recommenda-
tions on the interpretation of these acceptances for consideration by 
the Commission at its next session. The Commission should consider 
the state of acceptances at each session and decide on points of 
difficulty. 

Revisions and amendments of accepted Codex standards, 

The Committee considered a paper (ref. PG/68/5) prepared by the 
Commission's Secretariat containing a proposal explaining the likely 
procedure to be followed under paragraph 4 of the Introduction to the 
Procedure for the Elaboration of Codex St andards for the consideration 
of an amendment or revision of a Codex standard by the Commission. 
Some delegations proposed that a separate procedure for the revision 
or amendment of Codex standards should be elaborated. The Committee 
decided that it would be premature to try to elaborate such a procedure 
before any Codex standards had been accepted. The Committee considered 
that paragraph 4 of the Introduction to the Procedure for the Elabora-
tion of Codex Standards would suffice for the time being, but thought 
that the Commission might find advantage in having guidelines which 
would indicate the procedure to be followed in accordance with para-
graph 4. The Committee agreed that proposals for revision needed to be 
submitted to the Commission's Secretariat by Member Countries or Codex 
commodity Committees in good time before a session of the Commission 
so that the Commission could decide whether a revision was necessary. 
When it was agreed that a standard should be revised, the unrevised 
standard would remain the Codex standard until the revised standard 
had been adopted by the Commission. The Secretariat was requested to 
prepare for the next session of the Commission a paper which would 
cover this point as well as the procedure recommended by the Executive 
Committee (ref. ALINORM 69/3, paragraphs 22-27) for the consideration 
by the Commission of standards at Step 8. The paper should also deal 
with the matters contained in paragraph 9 of this report concerning 
Steps 9 and 10. 

The Committee considered a proposal of the Netherlands delegation 
that the Commission should, in any event, consider at regular intervals 
whether or not a Codex standard should be revised. The intention be-
hind the proposal was to ensure that revisions were always considered 
after an appropriate interval. This procedure would also have the 
advantage of discouraging too frequent changes in Codex standards. 
In discussion, it was pointed out that it might be better not to have 
a fixed interval after which revision was considered, but  rather to 
rely on the obligation of the Commission to keep the revision of Codex 
standards under review as laid down in paragraph 4 of the Introduction 
of the Procedure for the Elaboration of Codex Standards. Though there 
was considerable support for the proposal of the Netherlands, the 
Committee decided not to proceed with it. 

o  

a 

o  
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Problems associated with withdrawal of acceptance 

The Committee considered a paper (ref. PG/68/6) prepared by the 
Commission's Secretariat. The Committee agreed that a reference to the 
withdrawal or amendment of acceptance should be included in the 
General Principles of the Codex Alimentarius but that it would not be 
practicable to lay down a fixed period of notice which had to be given 
before the withdrawal or amendment took effect. It was regarded as 
desirable, however, that as long a period of notice as practicable 
should be given. 

The Committee agreed that the following text should be submitted 
to the Sixth Session of the Co mmission: 

"The withdrawal or amendment of acceptance of a Codex standard 
by a country shall be notified in writing to the Codex 
Alimentarius Commission's Secretariat who will inform all Member 
States and Associate Members of FAO and WHO of the 'notification 
and its date of receipt. The country concerned should provide 
the information required under paragraph 4.A(iii), 5.A(iii), 4.B 
or 5.B above, whichever is appropriate. It should also give as 
long a notice of the withdrawal or amendment as is practicable." 

Amendments to the General Principles of the Codex Alimentarius  

The Committee discussed two papers (ALINORM 68/9(1) and.9Ç2)) 
presented by the French delegation which proposed certain amendments 
to the present text of the paragraphs of the General Principles of the 
Codex Alimentarius on the Purpose, Scope and Nature of the Codex 
Alimentarius. The Committee considered that it would not be prudent , 

to make a definite amendment in respect of codes of practice before the 
Commission had received legal advice on the status of codes of practice 
as envisaged in paragraph 46 of the Report of the Fifth Session of the 
Commission. They considered, however, that provision should be made 
in the General Principles in respect of codes of practice and other 
matters of general scope and that the Commission's Secretariat should 
present to the Commission at its next session an amendment to the 
General Principles of the Codex Alimentarius which would incorporate 
the intention of the French delegation's proposed amendment to the 
'Purpose of the Codex Alimentarius'. The Committee also noted that a 
paragraph would need to be included in the Introduction to the Procedure 
for the Elaboration of Codex Standards to deal with the procedure for 
elaborating codes of practice which had already been agreed by the 
Commission (see paragraph 48 of the Report of the Fifth Session of the 
Codex Alimentarius Commission). 

The Committee considered that, subject to any amendment proposed 
by the Commission'.s Secretariat in pursuance of paragraph 20 above, 
the present text of the 'Scope of the Codex Alimentarius' was satis-
factory with the following small amendments: 

(a) In the first sentence, substitute 'The Codex Alimentarius should 
include standards ...' for 'The Codex Alimentarius is to include 
standards ...". 



(b) In the third sentence, substitute 'The Codex Alimentarius should 
include provisions ...' for 'The Codex Alimentarius is to include 
provisions ...'. 

.22. On the 'Nature of Codex Standards' the Committee decided to re-
commend that the second paragraph be deleted and replaced by the 
following: 

'A Codex standard for any food or foods should therefore be drawn 
up in accordance with the Format for Codex Commodity Standards 
and contain, as appropriate, the criteria listed therein.' 

This amendment would avoid any danger of contradiction between the 
General Principles and the Format. 

The Committee noted that the amendment proposed by the French 
delegation to paragraph 4.C(ii) of the General Principles had already 
been accepted by the Commission and included in the General Principles. 

The Committee also considered the proposal of the French delega-
tion that the following words should be added to the General Principles 
of the Codex Alimentarius: 

"The label attached to a product offered for sale as conforming 
to the Codex, whether home-produced or imported, should always 
bear the following notice written immediately after the desig-
nation: 'Conforms to the Codex Alimentarius'." 

Some delegations considered that this proposal was within the com-
petence of the Codex Committee on Food Labelling rather than that of 
the Committee on General Principles. Other delegations considered 
that serious practical difficulties would result from such a provision. 
The Committee agreed that it was too early to reach a final decision 
on the proposal, but that it should be considered when a number of 
standards had been sent to governments for acceptance. 

Definitions  

The Committee took note of definitions covering use of the term 
'food additive', which had been agreed upon by the Codex Committees 
on Food Additives and Food Labelling (ref. CX 4/10.3). The Committee 
agreed that the definitions should be submitted to the next session 
of the Codex Alimentarius Commission for adoption for use-in  the 
Codex Alimentarius. 
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS  
LISTE DES PARTICIPANTS 
LISTA DE PARTICIPANTES  

ARGENTINA 	 J.C. Dardalla 
ARGENTINE 	 Consejero Económico 

Embajada Argentina 
6, rue Cimarosa 
Paris (Francia) 

Dr. G. Waisman Schwarzberg 
Asesor de Bromatología 
Secretaria de Estado de Salud Pública 
Alsina 301, 50  Piso 
Buenos Aires 

AUSTRALIA 	 J.D. Mcfarlane 
AUSTRALIE 	 First Assistant Secretary 

Department of Primary Industry 
Canberra A.C.T. 

Dr. R.H.C. Fleming 
Department of Health 
Canberra A.C.T. 

AUSTRIA 	 Dr. J. Lustig 
AUTRICHE 	 Generalanwalt 

Justizpalast 
1010 Vienna 

CANADA 

IVORY COAST 
COTE D'IVOIRE 
COSTA DE MARFIL 

.H.V. Dempsey 
Director, Inspection Service 
Department of Fisheries 
Ottawa, Ontario 

F.G. Beaudette 
Secrétaire agricole 
Ambassade du Canada 
35, Avenue Montaigne 
Paris 8ème (France)  

Dr. K.F. Wells 
Veterinary Director General 
Sir John Carling Bldg. 
Canada Department of Agriculture 
Ottawa 

R. Able 
Attaché de presse á l'Ambassade 
102, Avenue R. Poincaré 
Paris 16ème (France) 
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CUBA J. Fernández Pérez 
Agregado Comercial 
Embajada de Cuba 
15, rue J.  Bologne 
Paris 16ème (France) 

DENMARK 	 E. Mortensen 
DANEMARK 	 Head of Division 
DANIMARCA 	 Ministry of Agriculture 

Slotsholmsgade 10 
Copenhagen 

H. MRóller 
Assistant Head of Division 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Slotsholmsgade 10 
Copenhagen 

A. Haugaard-Hansen 
Veterinarian 
Landbrugsraadet 
Axeltory 3 
Copenhagen V 

M. Kondrup 
Food Technologist 
Chief of Secretariat 
ISALESTA 
H.C. Andersens Blvd. 18 
Copenhagen V 

J. Reeckmann 
Legal Adviser 
The Federation of Danish Industries 
H.C. Adersens Blvd. 18 
Copenhagen V 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 	G. Grange 
ETATS UNIS D'AMERIQUE 	 Deputy Administrator 
ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMERICA • Consumer and Marketing Service 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Washington D.C. 

L.K. Lobred 
Director 
International Trade Division 
National Canners Association 
1133 20th Street, N.W. 
Washington D.C. 20036 

J.J. Mertens 
Director, Overseas Department 
National Canners Association (USA) 
32, Oudaan 
Antwerpen (Belgium) 
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FRANCE 
FRANCIA 

• 

R. Souverain * 
Inspecteur général de la 
Répression des fraudes 

42 bis, rue Bourgogne 
Paris 7ème 

G. Weill 
Secrétaire général 
Comité interministériel de 

l'Agriculture et de l'Alimentation 
Ministère de l'Agriculture 
78, rue de Varenne 
Paris 7ème 

Miss M.B.G. Moreau 
Administrateur Civil au 
Ministère des  affaires 'sociales  
Direction générale de la santé publique 
8, rue de la Tour des Dames 
Paris 9ème 

Dr. J. Meillon 
Division des Relations Internationales 
Ministère des affaires sociales 
1 Place Fontenoy 
Paris 7ème 

Mrs. M.A. Caillet 
Médecin de la Santé 
Ministère des affaires sociales 
Direction générale de la santé publique 
Sous-direction de l'hygiène publique 
8, rue de la Tour des Dames 
Paris 9ème 

G.L. Jumel 
Délégué de la Fédération aux 

Industries de l'Alimentation 
3, rue Logelbach 
Paris 17ème 

B. Laclavière 
Administrateur civil 
Ministère de l'Agriculture 
Direction des Industries Agricoles et 

Alimentaires 
3, rue Barbet de Jouy 
Paris 7ème 

F. Esnault 
Secrétaire du Comité national français 
du Codex Alimentarius 

Service de la Répression des fraudes et . 

du Contrôle de la qualité 
42 bis, rue de Bourgogne 
Paris 7ème 

* Chairman of Committee 
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FRANCE (cont.) o N. Espinasse 
Ingénieur à l'AFNOR 
Association française de normalisation 
23, rue N.D. des Victoires 
Paris 

R. Kiefé 	 • 
Avocat à la Cour d'Appel de Paris 
Jurisconsulte du Ministère de 

l' Agriculture 
51, rue de Maubeuge 
Paris 9ème 

A. Braillon 
Inspecteur principal de la 
Répression des fraudes 

42 bis, rue de Bourgogne 
Paris 7ème 

P. Elmanowsky 
Administrateur civil 
Ministère de l'Agriculture 
Direction des Relations Internationales 
78, rue de Varenne 
Paris 7ème 

J. Laguionie 
Répression des fraudes 
Ministère de l' Agriculture 
42bis, rue de Bourgogne 
Paris 7ème 

C. Toubeau 
Inspecteur Divisionnaire de la 
Répression des fraudes 

Ministère de l'Agriculture 
42 bis, rue de Bourgogne 
Paris 7ème 

o 

HUNGARY 	 A. Miklovicz 
HONGRIE 	 Director 
HUNGRIA 	 Head of Hungarian Codex Committee. 

Hungarian Office For Standardization 
Ulloi Ut. 25 
Budapest,IX 

IRELAND 	 P. Griffin 
IRLANDE 	 Principal Officer 
IRLANDA 	 Department of Agriculture 

Upper Merrion St. 
Dublin o. 
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O ITALY 
ITALIE 
ITALIA 

G. Loreto 
Directeur général du Ministère 

de la Santé 
Rome (EUR) 

U. Pellegrino 
Chef. de Division 
Ministère de la Santé 
Direction générale pour l'hygiène 

des aliments 
Rome (EUR) 

JAPAN 	 J. Kato 
JAPON 	 First Secretary 

Embassy of Japan 
24, rue Greuze 
Paris 16ème (France) 

O LUXEMBOURG 
LUXEMBURGO 

S. Shimo 	 . 

Assistant Chief of Consumer 
Economy Section 

Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 
Chiyoda-ku 
Tokyo 

H. Krombach 
Chef de Division 
Institut d'hygiène et de santé publique 
1 A, rue A. Lumière 
Luxembourg 

NORWAY 	 Dr. O.R. Braekkan 
NORVEGE 	 Government. Vitamin Laboratory 
NORUEGA 	 P.O. Box 187 . 

Bergen 

P. Haram 
Counsellor 
Ministry of Fisheries 
Oslo 

•i 

 

NEW ZEALAND 
NOUVELLE ZELANDE 
NUEVA ZELANDIA 

N.R. Woods . 

Agricultural Adviser 
c/o N.Z. High Commission 
Haymarket 
London S.W.1 (U.K.) 

 

o  

 

P.O. Fairfax 
First Secretary (Commercial) 
Ambassade de Nouvelle- Zélande 
9, rue Léonard de.Vinci 
Paris 16ème (France) 
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NETHERLANDS 	 Dr. G.F. Wilmink 
PAYS-BAS 	 Cabinet Adviser in General Service 
PAISES BAJOS 	 Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries 

le v.d. Boschstraat 4 
The Hague 

P.H. Berben 
Health Officer 
Ministry of Social Affairs and 

Public Health 
Dr. Reijersstraat 10 
Leidschendam 

J. Roberts 
Deputy Director 
Ministry of Agriculture 
The Hague 

Dr. L. Schippers 
Hoófdproduktschap Akkerbouw 
Stadhodersplantsoen 12 
The Hague 

Dr. J.P.K. van der Steur 
Rochussenstraat 49 C 
Rotterdam .• 

Dr. P.W.M. van der Weijden 
's Jacobplein 1 
Rotterdam 

POLAND 	 Mrs. L. Krotkiewska 
POLOGNE 	 Docteur en droit 
POLONIA 	 Directeur du Bureau Juridique au 

Ministère de la santé et prévoyance 
sociale 

Miodowa 15 
Warsaw 

Dr. J. Szomanski 
Secrétaire général du Comité Polonais' 
de Normalisation 

Swietokryska 14 
Warsaw 

PORTUGAL Dr. F. Cruz de Campos 
Directeur du Service Technique de 

l'hygiène de l'Alimentation et 
Bromatologie 

Direction générale de la santé 
Ministère de la Santé et Assistance 
Place du Commerce 
Lisbon 
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()DOMINICAN  REPUBLIC 	 Dr. S.E. Paradas 
REPUBLIQUE DOMINICAINE 	 Ambassadeur 
REPUBLICA DOMINICANA 	 Conseiller à l'Ambassade à Paris 

Ambassade dominicaine 
2, rue George Ville 
Paris 16ème 

FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 	Dr. R. Gartner 
REP. FED. D'ALLEMAGNE 	 Regierungsrat 
REP. FED. DE ALEMANIA 	 Bundesministerium far Gesundsheitswesen 

Deutschherrenstrasse 87 
532 Bad Godesberg 

Dr. M. Kneilmann 
Bundesministerium far ErnNhrung 

Landwirtschaft und Forsten 
Bonn 

Dr. H.B. Tolkmitt 
56 an der Aister 
2000 Hamburg 1 

UNITED KINGDOM 	 R.F. Giles 
ROYAUME-UNI 	 Food Standards Science and Safety Division 
REINO UNIDO 	 Ministry of Agriculture Fisheries and Food 

Great Westminster House 
Horsef erry Road 
London S.W. . 1 

L.C.J. Brett 
Unilever House 
Blackfriars 
London E.C.4 

F.J. Lawton 
Director 
Food Manufacturers Federation 
4 Lygon Place 
London  S.W.1 

SWEDEN 	 M.O. Agren 
SUEDE 	 Assistant Secretary 
SUECIA 	 Swedish National Codex Alimentarius 

_Committee 
Svartmangatan 9 IV 
S-11129 Stockholm 

SWITZERLAND 	 Prof. O. Hagl 
SUISSE 	 Taubenstrasse 18 
SUIZA 	 Berne 

Dr. J. Ruffy 
Comité national suisse du Codex Alimentarius 
Taubenstrasse 18 
3000 Berne 
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SWITZERLAND (cont.) 

TURKEY 
TURQUIE 
TURQUTA 

Dr. P. Borgeaud 
Case Postale 88 
1 814 La Tour de Peilz 

Dr. G.F. Schubiger 
c/o AFICO S.A. 
Case  Postale -88 	-- - 

1814 La Tour de Peilz 

Dr. O. KSksal 
Ministry of Health 
School of Public Health 
Cebeci Cad. No. 18 
Ankara 

H. Sahin 
Conseiller commercial adj. près 

l'Ambassade de Turquie 
184, bld. Malesherbes 
Paris 17ème (France) 

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
ORGANISATIONS INTERNATIONALES 
ORGANIZACIONES INTERNACIONALES 

BUREAU INTERNATIONAL 
PERMANENT DE CHIMIE ANALYTIQUE 

CONFEDERATION INTERNATIONALE 
DU COMMERCE ET DES INDUSTRIES 
DES LEGUMES SECS 

COMMISSION INTERNATIONALE DES 
INDUSTRIES AGRICOLES ET 

OFFICE INTERNATIONAL DE LA 
VIGNE ET DU VIN 

FEDERATION INTERNATIONALE 
DES JUS DE FRUITS 

Dr. D. Bertrand 
18, Avenue de Villars 
Paris dème 

J. Gauthier 
Délégué général 
258 Bourse de Commerce 
Paris 1 er 

L. Saint Rat 
18, Avenue de Villars 
Paris dème 

R. Protin 
Directeur 
11, rue Roquépine 
Paris 8ème 

G. d'Eaubonne 
Secrétaire général 
10, rue de Liège 
Paris 
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Q UNION INTERNATIONALE DES 
SCIENCES DE LA NUTRITION 

FEDERATION INTERNATIONALE 
DE LAITERIE 

OFFICE INTERNATIONAL DU  

A. Gérard 
(délégué par le Prof. Bigwood) 
Directeur adjoint des recherches juridiques 
Centre de recherches sur le droit de 

l'alimentation 
Institut d'Etudes européennes 
(Université de Bruxelles) 
39, Ave. F. Roosevelt 
Bruxelles 5 

J. Casalis 
Président de la Commission d'Etudes 

de la FIL 
4, rue Pérignon 
Paris 7ème 

CACAO ET DU CHOCOLAT 	 Dr. G.F. Schubiger 
Président Commission Experts OICC 
Case Postale 88 
1814 La Tour de Peilz (Switzerland) 

FRUCOM 	 J.J. Mertens 
Vice-Président 
30, St Amelbergalei 
Schoten (Ant.), Belgium 

COMMISSION DES INDUSTRIES 
AGRICOLES ET ALIMENTAIRES 	Dr. G. Heinicke 
DE LA CEE 	 Am Hof garten 16 

53 Bonn.(F.R. of Germany) 

FAO 
	

G.O. Kermode 
Chief 
FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme 
Via delle Terme di Caracalla 
Rome, Italy 

H.J. McNally 
Liaison Officer 
FAO/WHO Food Standards Progra mme 
Via delle Terme di Caracalla 
Rome, Italy 

J.H.V. Davies 
Chairman, Codex Alimentarius Commission 
Ministry of Agriculture Fisheries and Food. 
Whitehall Place 
London S.W.1 (U.K.) 
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Appendix II  

GENERAL PRINCIPLES OF THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS 

Acceptance of Codex Commodity Standards 

4.A A Codex standard may be accepted by a country in accordance with 
its established legal and administrative procedures in respect of 
distribution of the product concerned, whether imported or home- 
produced, within its territorial jurisdiction in the following 
ways: 

Full acceptance  

Full acceptance means that the country concerned will 
ensure that a product to which the standard applies will 
be permitted to be distributed freely within its territo-
rial jurisdiction under the name and description laid down 
in the standard, provided that it complies with all the 
relevant requirements of the standard. The country will 
also ensure that products not complying with the standard 
will not be permitted to be distributed under the name 
and description laid down in the standard. It also means . 
that the distribution of any sound products conforming with 
the standard will not be hindered by any legal or administra-
tive provisions in the country concerned relating to the 
health of the consumer or to other food standard matters 
except for considerations of human, plant or animal health 
which are not specifically dealt with in the standard. 

Target acceptance  
Target acceptance means that the country concerned indicates 
its intention to accept the standard after a stated number 
of years and will meanwhile not hinder within its territo-
rial jurisdiction the distribution of any sound products 
conforming with the standard by any legal or administrative 
provisions relating to the health of the consumer or to 
other food standard matters except for considerations of 
human, plant or animal health which are not specifically 
dealt with in the standard. 

Acceptance with minor deviations  

Acceptance with minor deviations means that the  country 
concerned gives full acceptance as defined in paragraph 4.A(i) 
to the standard with -the exception of minor deviations which 
are recognized as such by the Codex Alimentarius Commission; 
it being understood that a product complying with the stan-
dard as qualified by such minor deviations will be permitted 
to be distributed freely within•the territorial jurisdiction 
of the country concerned. The country concerned will further 
include in its declaration of acceptance a statement of such 
deviations, the reasons for them, and also indicate: 	- 
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whether products fully conforming to the standard may 
be distributed freely within its territorial jurisdic-
tion in accordance with paragraph 4.A(i); 

whether it•expects to be able to give full acceptance 
to the standard and, if so, when. 

B. 	A country which considers that it cannot accept the standard in 
any of the ways mentioned above should indicate: 

whether products conforming to th e . standard may be distri-
buted freely within its territorial jurisdiction; 

in what ways its present or proposed requirements differ 
from the standard, and, if possible, the reasons for these 
differences. 

C. 	(i) A country which accepts a Codex standard according to one of 
the provisions of 4.A . is responsible for the uniform and 
impartial application of the provisions of the standard as • 
they apply to all home-produced and imported products distri-
buted within its territorial jurisdiction. In addition, - the 
country should be prepared to offer advice and guidance to 
exporters and processors of products for export to promote 
understanding of and compliance with the requirements of 
importing countries which have accepted a Codex standard 
according to one of the provisions of 4.A. 

Where, in an importing country, a product claimed to' be in 
compliance with'a Codex standard is found not to be in 
compliance with that standard, whether in respect of the 
label accompanying the product or otherwise, the importing 
country should inform the competent authorities in the 
exporting country of all the relevant facts and in particular 
the details of the origin of the product in question (name 
and address. of the exporter), if it is thought that a person 
in the exporting country is responsible for such non-compliance. 

Acceptance of Codex General Standards  

5.A A Codex general standard may be accepted by a country in accordance 
with its established legal and administrative procedures in respect 
of the distribution of products to which the general standard 
applies, whether imported or home-produced, within .its territorial 
jurisdiction in the following ways: 

(i) Full acceptance  

Full acceptance of a general standard means that the country 
concerned will ensure that a product to which the general 
standard applies will comply with all the relevant require-
ments of the general standard except as otherwise provided 
in a Codex commodity standard. 
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Target acceptance  

Target acceptance means that the country concerned indicates 
 

its intention to accept the general standard after a stated 
 

number of years.  

Acceptance with minor deviations  
Acceptance with minor deviations means that the country  

concerned gives full acceptance as defined in paragraph  
5.A(i) to the general standard with the exception of minor  
deviations which are recognized as such by the Codex Ali  
mentarius Commission. The country concerned will include  
in its declaration of acceptance a statement of such devia-
tions, the reasons for them, and also indicate whether it  
expects to be  able to give full acceptance to the general  
standard and, if so, when.  

A country which considers that it cannot accept the general standard  

in any of the ways mentioned above should indicate in what ways its  
present or proposed requirements differ from the general standard,  

and, if possible, the reasons for these differences.  

(i) A country which accepts a general standard according to one  
of the provisions of paragraph 5.A is responsible for the  
uniform and impartial application of the provisions of .the'  

standárd as they apply to all home-produced and imported  
products distributed within its territorial jurisdiction.  
In addition, the country should be prepared to offer advice  
and guidance to exporters and processors of products for  
export to promote understanding of and compliance with the  
requirements of importing countries which have accepted a  
general standard according to one of the provisions of  
paragraph 5.A.  

(ii) Where, in an importing country, a product claimed to be in-
compliance with a general standard is found not to be  in  
compliance with that standard, whether in respect of the  
label accompanying the product or otherwise, the importing  
country should inform the competent authorities in the  
exporting country of all the relevant facts and in particular  
the details of the origin of the product in question (name  
and address of the exporter), if it is thought that a person  
in the exporting country is responsible for such non-compliance.  


