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The report of the Sixteenth Session of the Codex Committee on Food Import and Export Inspection and 
Certification Systems will be considered by the 31th Session of the Codex Alimentarius Commission (Rome, 
Italy, 30 June -5 July 2008). 

 

MATTERS FOR ADOPTION BY THE 31TH SESSION OF THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS 
COMMISSION 

Proposed Draft Appendix to the Guidelines on the Judgement of Equivalence of Sanitary Measures 
Associated with Food Inspection and Certification Systems, advanced to Steps 5/8 of the Codex 
Procedure, with the omission of Steps 6 and 7 (ALINORM 08/31/30, Appendix II). See also para. 44 of 
this report. 

Governments and international organizations wishing to submit comments on the above document should do 
so in writing, preferably by e-mail, to the Secretary, Codex Alimentarius Commission, Joint FAO/WHO Food 
Standards Programme, FAO, Viale delle Terme di Caracalla, 00153 Rome, Italy (e-mail: codex@fao.org, 
telefax : +39 06 57054593), not later than 31 March 2008. 
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

The Sixteenth Session of the Codex Committee on Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification 
Systems reached the following conclusions: 

Matters for Adoption / Approval by the 31st Session of the Commission and for Critical Review by the 
61st Session of the Executive Committee 

Proposed draft Standards and Related Texts at Step 8 and 5/8 of the Uniform Procedure 

The Committee agreed to forward to the Commission for final adoption: 

- the proposed draft Appendix to the Guidelines on the Judgement of Equivalence of Sanitary Measures 
Associated with Food Inspection and Certification Systems (see para. 44 and Appendix II). 

New Work  

The Committee agreed to forward to the Commission, through the Executive Committee, for approval as 
new work:  

- a project document on the development of Guidelines for the Conduct of Foreign Audit Team Inspections 
(see para. 64 and Appendix III). 

- a project document on the development of a Generic Model Health Certificate, as an Annex to the 
Guidelines for Design, Production, Issuance and Use of Generic Official Certificates (CAC/GL 38-2001) 
(see para. 85 and Appendix V). 

Matters of Interest to the 31st Session of the Commission 

The Committee decided to maintain annual meetings for the time being (see para. 93). 

Matters of Interest to other Committees 

Codex Committee on Fresh Fruit and Vegetables (CCFFV) 

The Committee commented on the Draft Guidelines for the Inspection and Certification of Fresh Fruits and 
Vegetables for Conformity to Quality Standards at Step 5 and agreed to refer the discussion and written 
comments to CCFFV and invited all delegations wishing to provide any further comments to the draft 
Guidelines to do so in reply to Circular Letter CL 2007/20-FFV (see paras 9-13). 

Codex Committee on Milk and Milk Products (CCMMP) 

The Committee agreed to forward its recommendations on the consistency of the Model Export Certificate 
for Milk and Milk Products to the 8th Session of CCMMP for its consideration and to refer individual 
comments, including written comments submitted at its current and previous sessions, to CCMMP for its 
consideration (see paras 73-79 and Appendix IV). 

Other Matters 

The Committee agreed: 

- to defer consideration on the revision of the Codex Principles for Food Import and Export Inspection and 
Certification (CAC/GL 20-1995) and the Codex Guidelines for the Design, Operation, Assessment and 
Accreditation of Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification Systems (CAC/GL 26-1997) until 
further notice (see para. 47); 

- to establish an electronic Working Group to revise the discussion paper on the Need for Guidance for 
National Food Inspection Systems for consideration at its next session (see para. 58); 

- to establish an electronic Working Group to prepare a revised discussion paper on the Need for further 
Guidance on Traceability/ Product Tracing for consideration at its next session (see para. 72); 

- the Delegation of the United States to prepare a discussion paper on issues related to the intentional 
contamination of foods (see para. 92). 
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INTRODUCTION 

1. The Codex Committee on Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification Systems (CCFICS) 
held its 16th Session in Surfers Paradise, Queensland, Australia, from 26 to 30 November 2007 at the kind 
invitation of the Government of Australia. Mr Gregory Read, Executive Manager, Australian Quarantine and 
Inspection Service, Australian Government Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry, chaired the 
Session. The Session was attended by delegates from 62 Member countries and 1 Member organization and 
5 international governmental and non-governmental organizations. The list of participants, including the 
Secretariat, is given in Appendix I to this report. 

Division of Competence 

2. The Committee noted the division of competence between the European Community and its Member 
States, according to paragraph 5, Rule II of the Rules of Procedure of the Codex Alimentarius Commission, 
as presented in CRD 1. 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA (Agenda Item 1)1 

3. The Committee agreed to the proposal of the United States of America to hold an exchange of views 
under Agenda Item 9 (Other Business and Future Work) on issues related to intentional contamination of 
foods. The Committee also agreed to change the order of the agenda and to discuss Agenda Item 8 
(Consistency of the draft Model Export Certificate for Milk and Milk Products with CAC/GL 38-2001) 
immediately after Agenda Item 3 (Proposed draft Appendix to the Guidelines on the Judgement of 
Equivalence of Sanitary Measures Associated with Food Inspection and Certification).  

4. The Committee adopted the Provisional Agenda as its Agenda for the Session with these amendments. 

MATTERS REFERRED BY THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS COMMISSION, OTHER CODEX 
COMMITTEES AND TASK FORCES AND OTHER INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
(Agenda Item 2)2 

5. The Committee noted the information presented in document CX/FICS 07/16/2. The Committee was 
also informed that the Commission had requested that in the future all project documents for new work 
should be prepared correctly in accordance with the provisions in the Procedural Manual3. 

6. In particular the Committee commented and/or took decisions as follows: 

Strategic Plan 2008-2013 

7. The Committee noted that the Commission had adopted the Strategic Plan 2008-2013 and that 
activities 1.4, 2.5 and 3.3 were relevant to the work of the Committee. The Committee noted the comments 
of the Member States of the European Community in CRD 13. 

Review of Codex Committee Structure and Mandates of Codex Committees and Task Forces4 

8. Upon the request from the Commission, the Committee briefly discussed the possibility of adopting a 
longer interval of meetings. The Committee noted that under the current arrangements CCFICS had worked 
efficiently and effectively since its establishment. Some delegations expressed concern that a longer interval 
could lead to a proliferation of physical working groups which could be difficult to attend especially by 
delegations from developing countries. The Delegation of Australia, as host country to the CCFICS, 
explained that the current arrangements were more suitable to ensure the Government’s funding of the 
meetings. The Committee agreed to conclude this discussion under Agenda Item 10 (Date and Place of Next 
Session) on the basis of the workload of the Committee (see para. 93).  

                                                 
1  CX/FICS 07/16/1 
2  CX/FICS 07/16/2; CRD 2 (Comments of Colombia, India, Kenya and Solomon Islands); CRD 13 (Comments 

of the European Community) 
3  ALINORM 07/30/REP, para. 97 
4  ALINORM 07/30/Rep, paras 144-156 
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Draft Guidelines for the Inspection and Certification of Fresh Fruits and Vegetables for Conformity to 
Quality Standards at Step 5 

9. Following the request of the Commission, the Committee commented on the draft Guidelines, as 
presented in the Annex to CX/FICS 07/16/2. 

10. Several delegations supported the text in general, while others felt that there was sufficient guidance in 
existing CCFICS texts and that work on this issue should preferably be done in a horizontal committee.  

11. Delegations which intervened commented: that duplication and contradiction with texts of other 
international organizations (e.g. OECD) should be avoided; that Codex should be responsible to develop its 
own texts and be cautious when referencing texts of other organizations (e.g. ISO); and that consistency 
between some definitions used in the draft guidelines and the definitions used in existing CCFICS texts 
should be considered depending of the scope of the draft Guidelines.  

12. Some delegations noted that the language of the draft Guidelines was overly prescriptive and stringent 
and this could create trade restrictions especially for countries that did not have official government bodies 
that could provide the relevant certification. Some other delegations also noted that the draft Guidelines 
applied to situations where whole consignments were inspected at the border. Different procedures might 
need to be applied in other situations. 

13. The Committee agreed to refer the above discussion and written comments to the Codex Committee 
on Fresh Fruits and Vegetables (CCFFV) and invited all delegations wishing to provide any further 
comments to the draft Guidelines (either falling into the mandate of CCFICS or other comments) to do so in 
reply to Circular Letter CL 2007/20-FFV5.  

Information provided by the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE)6 

14.  The Observer from the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) informed the Committee on the 
collaboration between the OIE and Codex. The OIE participates in meetings of the Codex Alimentarius 
Commission and in various committees. At the 30th Session of the Commission, the OIE encouraged the 
Commission to recommend that OIE, FAO and WHO legal services work together to eventually updating 
their existing mutual cooperation agreements to enable the establishment of a formal agreement between OIE 
and Codex, thus strengthening the legal basis for the development of joint OIE/Codex standards, where 
appropriate. The Committee was also informed that OIE encourages its delegates to collaborate with Codex 
delegates at the national level and that the Codex Secretariat participates in the OIE Working Group on 
Animal Production Food Safety and in various ad-hoc groups (e.g. traceability, generic certificates).  

PROPOSED DRAFT APPENDIX TO THE GUIDELINES ON THE JUDGEMENT OF 
EQUIVALENCE OF SANITARY MEASURES ASSOCIATED WITH FOOD INSPECTION AND 
CERTIFICATION SYSTEMS, AT STEP 4 (N04-2004) (Agenda Item 3)7 

15. The Chairperson recalled that considerable time had been spent by the Committee on this Appendix: 
the 26th Session of the Commission in 2004 had adopted the elaboration of the Appendix as new work; the 
Committee had had substantial discussions on this matter since its 13th Session; and three physical Working 
Groups had been established, respectively by the 13th, 14th and 15th Session of the Committee.  

                                                 
5  ftp://ftp.fao.org/codex/Circular_letters/CXCL2007/cl07_20e.pdf  
6  CRD 10 (Update on the status of OIE work) 
7  CX/FICS 07/16/3; CX/FICS 07/16/3 Add. 1 (Comments of Bolivia, Brazil, Costa Rica, European Community, 

Kenya, Mexico, New Zealand and Peru); CRD 3 (Comments of Colombia, India, Indonesia, Republic of Korea, 
Solomon Islands, OIE and Consumers International); CRD 11 (Comments of Japan); CRD 12 (Comments of 
Thailand); CRD 14 (Comments of Norway) 
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16. The Delegation of the United States of America, as lead country of physical Working Group, 
introduced the proposed draft Appendix. She explained that the current document reflected the progress of 
the Working Group, which met in Brussels (Belgium) in July 2007, to address the written comments and the 
observations made by the 15th Session of the Committee. The Working Group had a significant discussion 
and found agreement on all tasks assigned to it. The Committee also recalled that the Appendix was intended 
to add value to the Codex Guidelines on the Judgment of Equivalence of Sanitary Measures Associated with 
Food Inspection and Certification Systems (CAC/GL 53-2003) and not to paraphrase or reinterpret it and that 
it also made reference to the Codex Guidelines for the Development of Equivalence Agreements Regarding 
Food Imports and Export Inspection and Certification Systems (CAC/GL 34-1999).  

General Comments 

17. The Committee congratulated the Working Group for the improved and balanced document, which 
added value to CAC/GL 53-2003. It was noted that the scope of the equivalence determination (i.e. single 
sanitary measure, set of measures or systems made up of measures) and the concept of “Objective Basis of 
Comparison” had been clarified.  

18. The Committee agreed on the general structure of the Appendix, while recognizing the need for minor 
amendments to fine tune the document and to ensure consistency with CAC/GL 53-2003. 

19. The Committee noted that inconsistencies in the paragraph numbering between the English, and the 
French and Spanish versions of CAC/GL 34-1999 had caused difficulties when commenting on certain parts 
of the proposed draft Appendix. The Committee was informed that these inconsistencies had been fixed on 
the Codex website8 and in the third edition of the Codex booklet on “Food import and export inspection and 
certification systems”, currently in print.  

20. In view of the general agreement on the structure, purpose and scope of the Appendix and to progress 
it in the Step procedure, the Committee agreed to consider the document paragraph by paragraph.  

Specific Comments 

21. The Committee, in addition to some minor editorial changes, including amendments to the French and 
Spanish translations, agreed to the following: 

Paragraph 19 

22. The Committee agreed: to amend the first sentence to clarify that the Appendix related to the 
equivalence determination of sanitary measures associated with food inspection and certification systems; 
and to refer throughout the text to the “Guidelines on the Judgment of Equivalence of Sanitary Measures 
Associated with Food Inspection and Certification Systems (CAC/GL 53-2003)” as the “Guidelines”. 

Paragraph 2 

23. The Committee noted that the term “country” included regional economic integration organizations, as 
indicated in footnote 4 of CAC/GL 34-1999. 

Paragraph 4 

24. The Committee did not support a proposal of the Delegation of India to add a new point (a) on the 
identification of measure(s) subject to equivalence determination because it considered that the identification 
of measures was not a preparatory step but part of the equivalence determination itself (i.e. scoping the 
equivalence determination). It amended point (a) to clarify that consideration of benefits and cost/resources 
implications of an equivalence determination in comparison to other arrangements that meet the same 
outcome was a responsibility of the exporting country. The Committee added “as appropriate” at the 
beginning of point (b) to make the preparatory step more flexible; in the same point, it clarified that the 
considerations to be taken into account relating to setting priorities were those contained in paragraph 9 of 
CAC/GL 34-199910.  

                                                 
8  http://www.codexalimentarius.net/download/standards/362/CXG_034e.pdf 
9  When paragraph numbers have changed as compared to the text in CX/FICS 07/16/3, Attachment 1, the new 

paragraph numbers in the final text in Appendix II to this report will be indicated in parentheses 
10  The paragraph number corresponds to the paragraph of the text of CAC/GL 34-1999 available on the Codex 

website www.codexalimentarius.net  
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25. In point (c) it deleted “assuring that” and included the term “whether” to recognise that it was difficult 
to assure that importing and exporting countries have access to the necessary scientific and technical 
resources but that there was a need to consider whether countries have access to these resources; in the same 
point it deleted the term “thoroughly” as overly prescriptive. In point (d) the Committee changed 
“practicable” with “appropriate” to emphasise that the development of a plan is not only a question of 
possibility but also of necessity. It amended the rest of the point to allow for more flexibility. 

Paragraph 8 

26. The Committee amended the second sentence of the paragraph to clarify the relationship and the use 
of “categorisation”, “organising” and “side-by-side comparison” of sanitary measures to assist the 
identification of measures subject to equivalence determination when the situation is not clear.  

Paragraph 10 

27. The Committee acknowledged that the purpose of the paragraph was to describe “experience, 
knowledge and confidence” and not to establish obligations for its determination. It amended the second 
sentence to clarify that the points that followed were a list of examples that might inform the importing 
country’s experience, knowledge and confidence. 

28. Point (a) was amended to clarify that a side-by-side comparison was not a requirement. In point (d) 
“port of entry” was changed with “point of entry” as more appropriate. Point (f) was amended to refer to 
bilateral and multilateral agreements that both importing and exporting countries might have with other 
countries. 

Paragraph 16 (new paragraph 13) 

29. In point (a) the Committee deleted “as to whether and” to avoid that “experience, knowledge and 
confidence” could be used to refuse a request for a judgement of equivalence. 

Paragraph 18 

30. The Committee agreed to delete the entire paragraph because it did not provide additional value and its 
second part could create confusion. 

31. The Committee considered several proposals including a paragraph with a definition of the Objective 
Basis of Comparison and whether it should be placed in the Appendix or in the CAC/GL 53-2003. Several 
delegations were of the opinion that the definition was not needed as paragraph 15 of CAC/GL 53-2003 
adequately described an Objective Basis of Comparison. Moreover several delegations were not in favour to 
reopen discussion on CAC/GL 53-2003. The Committee therefore agreed not to include this definition. 

Paragraph 19 (new paragraph 16) 

32. The Committee agreed to retain the first sentence of the paragraph and to delete the remainder as it 
was identical to footnote (11) of CAC/GL 53-2003. A new sentence was added to highlight the important 
information and useful examples contained in the footnote. 

Paragraph 20 (new paragraph 15) 

33. The Committee moved the paragraph up to the beginning of the section “Objective Basis of 
Comparison” and amended the text to make it consistent with the introductory paragraph of other sections. 

(New paragraphs 20 and 21) 

34. The Committee added two new paragraphs with provisions aiming at limiting the requests for 
information and documentation to essential information related to the objective of the equivalence 
determination and at presenting these requests in a coordinated manner. 

Paragraph 31 (new paragraph 30) 

35. The second sentence was deleted as it repeated the information contained in paragraph 35 (new 
paragraph 34). 
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Paragraph 32 (new paragraph 31) 

36. As the paragraph could lead to misinterpretation, the Committee replaced it with a new paragraph to 
ensure that the importing country consults the exporting country throughout the entire process and at the 
earliest opportunity when the preliminary assessment indicates that the application for an equivalence 
determination is likely to be unsuccessful. 

Paragraph 33 (new paragraph 32) 

37. The Committee amended the paragraph to clarify that it dealt only with favourable decisions on the 
judgement of equivalence. 

Paragraph 34 (new paragraph 33) 

38. The Committee deleted “As agreed to between the importing and exporting countries” as superfluous; 
at the beginning of the paragraph, it added “Within a reasonable period of time” to ensure that written reports 
on the findings of equivalence determination are provided to the exporting country according to timelines, 
where applicable. 

Paragraph 36 (new paragraph 35) 

39. The Committee reversed the order of the points (a) and (b) to ensure a more logical flow. 

Paragraph 38 (new paragraph 37) 

40. The Committee deleted the first two bullet points because they did not add useful information. A new 
point (g) was added referring to assistance in providing appropriate training programmes. 

Others 

41. The Committee considered a proposal of the Delegation of the European Community, contained in 
CX/FICS 07/16/3 Add.1, to add a section on maintenance of equivalence agreements in addition to the 
provisions in paragraphs 7 (l) and 21 of CAC/GL 53-2003. The proposal addressed three points: i) the reason 
for a need to update the agreement; ii) the information to be exchanged between importing and exporting 
country and validity of equivalence during the re-negotiation of the agreement; and iii) factors affecting the 
status of equivalence, underlining in particular that the equivalence determination is mainly a documentary 
exercise and that implementation deficiencies should not put into question the result of the equivalence 
determination. 

42. Several delegations generally supported the proposal and considered that it could be included in the 
Appendix to add further value to CAC/GL 53-2003; other delegations, while not opposing the proposal in 
principle, were concerned with including such a long new text with complicated and potentially controversial 
points at this late stage of the development of the Appendix. They were of the opinion that the proposal 
needed to be considered more carefully. Another delegation suggested to put the section into square brackets 
and to consider it at the next session at Step 6 which was not supported by the Committee.   

43. The Committee concluded that a section on maintenance would not be included at this time but that 
there was potential benefit for new work in this area and noted that some delegations were of the view that 
this work needed to be urgently addressed. 

Status of the proposed draft Appendix to the Guidelines on the Judgement of Equivalence of Sanitary 
Measures Associated with Food Inspection and Certification Systems (N04-2004)   

44. The Committee agreed to forward the proposed draft Appendix, as amended above and with some 
editorial changes, to the 31st Session of the Commission for adoption at Steps 5/8, with the recommendation 
to omit Steps 6 and 7. The proposed draft Appendix is presented in Appendix II to this report. 
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DISCUSSION PAPER ON THE NEED TO REVISE CAC/GL 20-1995 AND CAC/GL 26-1997 
(Agenda Item 4)11 

45. The Delegation of New Zealand in introducing the document recalled the request of the 15th Session of 
the Committee to prepare a comprehensive discussion paper to justify the need for the revision Codex 
Principles for Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification (CAC/GL 20-1995) and the Codex 
Guidelines for the Design, Operation, Assessment and Accreditation of Food Import and Export Inspection 
and Certification Systems (CAC/GL 26-1997) and to identify the elements of the two documents to be 
revised, for consideration at its next session, including a project proposal for new work if appropriate.12 

46. The Delegation reaffirmed the need to revise these documents. However, it noted that the Committee 
was currently considering important work and new proposals, which could have considerable impact on 
CCFICS texts. Therefore, New Zealand could not develop the discussion paper to the level of detail 
requested and recommended to defer consideration of this matter until further notice.  

47. The Committee agreed to this proposal.  

DISCUSSION PAPER ON THE NEED FOR GUIDANCE FOR NATIONAL FOOD INSPECTION 
SYSTEMS (Agenda Item 5)13 

48. The Delegation of Australia introduced CX/FICS 07/16/5, which examined: (i) whether the existing 
Codex and/or CCFICS texts provided sufficient guidance for national food inspection systems and alignment 
with international standards; and (ii) reviewed the CCFICS Terms of Reference to examine whether the 
scope included national food inspection systems.  

49. With regard to the benefits in developing principles and guidelines for national food control systems, 
several delegations14 were of the opinion that the guidance contained in existing CCFICS texts was sufficient 
and that their broader use should be encouraged before developing new texts. It was mentioned that WTO 
members had the obligation not to differentiate between national and imported food products in their 
legislations and, consequently food control systems for national and imported food products needed to be 
harmonised.  

50. It was also mentioned that Codex already provided guidance for national food inspection in texts such 
as the General Principles for Food Hygiene (CAC/RCP 1-1969) and the Code of Practice for Meat Hygiene 
(CAC/RCP 58-2005). FAO and WHO had discussed national food inspection systems in the framework of 
the Global Forum of Food Safety Regulators and developed relevant guidelines for national governments15.  

51. These delegations recognised that the development of guidance for national food control systems was 
useful in principle, however they felt that further discussion was necessary before work could proceed and 
that duplication of work should be avoided. 

52. Other delegations16 strongly supported work on guidance for national food inspection systems as 
these, together with the import and export systems, were parts of the food control system. In many countries 
Codex standards were used as the base for national food legislation and often products initially intended for 
domestic markets were exported. The safety of exported foods was thus directly linked to the national food 
control system of exporting countries. Smaller countries could gain access to international markets by 
improving their national food inspection systems. The discussion on the Code of Ethics was recalled and the 
problems faced by countries lacking adequate food inspection system. 

53. These delegations were of the opinion that guidance was needed on how to combine national 
application of Codex standards and related texts into a system.  

                                                 
11  CX/FICS 07/16/4; CRD 4 (Comments of Indonesia, Kenya, Republic of Korea, the Philippines and Solomon 

Islands) 
12  ALINORM 07/30/30, paras 68-70 
13  CX/FICS 07/16/5; CRD 5 (Comments of Indonesia, Kenya, Republic of Korea, the Philippines and Solomon 

Islands); CRD 11 (Comments of Japan); CRD 13 (Comments of the European Community) 
14  European Community and its Member States (14), Japan, Brazil, Thailand 
15  Guidelines for Strengthening National Food Control Systems, FAO Food and Nutrition Paper 76  
16  Australia, Argentina, Mexico, Costa Rica, Cuba, New Zealand, United States of America, Philippines, Chile 
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54. The Observer from the OIE welcomed the initiative to develop guidance on national food inspection 
systems and encouraged CCFICS to take into account the guidance provided in the OIE Terrestrial Animal 
Code. The OIE had recently developed a document on the role of veterinary services in food safety. This 
document had been provided to OIE Members for comments and was expected to be adopted in 2008. 

55. With regard to the current Terms of Reference, the Committee recognised that they were sufficiently 
broad. In particular point (g) “to consider other matters assigned to it by the Commission in relation to food 
inspection and certification systems” allowed work on the development of guidance on national food control 
systems. One delegation stated that the addition of a specific term of reference relating to work on national 
food control systems might be appropriate. 

56. With regard to the appropriateness of CCFICS to carry out this work, several delegations considered it 
necessary to better clarify the scope of the work before taking a decision, considering the horizontal nature of 
this work which might include aspects which could better fall under the responsibility of other committees. 

57. In concluding the discussion, the Chairperson recognised that while there was general support for new 
work in this area there was not enough consensus to commence it at this moment. He said that the discussion 
paper needed to be revised: to clarify the scope of the work; to identify the gaps in existing CCFICS texts 
and how to link these texts together, thus providing a framework for national food control systems; and to 
justify why this work should be done by CCFICS.  

58. The Committee agreed to establish an electronic Working Group, led by Australia, open to all 
Members and Observers and working in English only, to revise the discussion paper for consideration at its 
next session. The revised paper should take into account the above discussion, all written comments as well 
as existing guidance provided by FAO, WHO and other relevant international organizations such as OIE. 

59. The delegations of Mexico and Argentina expressed their concern that work on this important matter 
could not start immediately.  

DISCUSSION PAPER ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF GUIDELINES FOR THE CONDUCT OF 
FOREIGN AUDIT TEAM INSPECTIONS (Agenda Item 6)17 

60. The Delegation of Australia introduced CX/FICS 07/16/6 on the scope, justification and rationale for 
new work on the development of principles and guidelines for the conduct of foreign on-site audits and 
inspections. The proposed work aimed at developing guidance for the conduct of foreign on-site audits and 
inspections, thus providing a transparent and consistent framework in which exporting country food 
inspection and certification are assessed. The work was justified by the increasing use of foreign on-site 
audits and inspections and assessments of compliance with equivalence determinations or agreements of 
those systems. 

61. The Committee unanimously expressed support for this new work.  

62. The Committee considered the project document for new work (CX/FICS 07/16/6 Attachment 2) in 
detail. It made some amendments to make the project document more consistent with the format set out in 
the Procedural Manual and to provide sufficiently detailed relevant information, as requested by the 30th 
Session of the Codex Alimentarius Commission (see para. 5).  

63. During the round of comments on the proposed outline of the document (CX/FICS 07/16/6 
Attachment 1) delegations noted that: “system-based approach” should be explained; consideration should be 
given to develop definitions for terms used in foreign on-site visits and inspections (e.g. on-site visit, on-site 
verification, access); the use of terms “inspection”, “audits” and “assessments” should be clarified; the 
responsibility for costs should be clarified attention should be given to find mechanisms to minimise the 
numbers of visits; pre-audit activities and provisions for the use of on-site audits and inspections’ reports 
should be addressed; consideration should be given to avoid countries being subject to consecutive multiple 
and identical audits and inspections. One delegation mentioned that “audit” should be a primary focus of the 
guidelines and that there was need to clarify the relationship with existing texts (e.g. Annex to CAC/GL 26-
1997)  

                                                 
17  CX/FICS 07/16/6; CRD 6 (Comments of Indonesia, Kenya, Republic of Korea, Peru, the Philippines and 

Solomon Islands); CRD 11 (Comments of Japan); CRD 13 (Comments of the European Community) 
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64. The Committee agreed to forward the project document as amended (see Appendix III) to the 61st 
Session of the Executive Committee for critical review and to the 31st Session of the Commission for 
approval as new work. 

65. It further agreed to establish a physical Working Group18, led by Australia, open to all Members and 
Observers and working in English, French and Spanish, which would prepare a proposed draft principles and 
guidelines document for circulation at Step 3 and further consideration at Step 4 at its next session. 

66. It was agreed that the physical Working Group would meet as early as possible to allow timely 
circulation of the proposed draft. It was also agreed that, in order to facilitate the initial work of the Working 
Group, Codex members and observers be invited to electronically submit elements for the proposed draft 
document to the Delegation of Australia. 

67. The Committee noted that consideration of the proposed draft at Step 4 was subject to approval of the 
proposed new work by the Commission in July 2008. 

DISCUSSION PAPER ON THE NEED FOR FURTHER GUIDANCE ON TRACEABILITY/ 
PRODUCT TRACING (Agenda Item 7)19 

68. The Delegation of Norway introduced CX/FICS 07/16/7 which provided an overview of the current 
situation regarding traceability/product tracing, including information on existing guidance to governments 
and food industry. The document highlighted the importance of using traceability/product tracing to assist in 
containing food safety problems and in improving the reliability of consumers’ information. In Norway’s 
experience, traceability/product tracing had proved to be very efficient in ensuring targeted, accurate and 
cost-efficient withdrawals of products when needed. The Delegation noted that a number of countries had 
incorporated traceability into their legislation with different levels of detail in their requirements with the 
potential to create barriers to trade. They were of the opinion that the development of guidelines to 
complement the Codex Principles for traceability/product tracing could assist countries in implementing this 
tool in an efficient and harmonised way. The Delegation further stated that the experience of countries that 
have developed traceability systems, especially the challenges faced and the solutions found, could be of 
great benefit in the elaboration of the guidelines.  

69. The Committee recognised the importance of traceability/product tracing and most members 
supported the development of further guidance. However, many delegations felt that starting new work at 
present would be premature. They considered that countries and industry needed more experience with the 
implementation of the Codex Principles, adopted in 2006, to identify specific areas where additional 
guidance was needed and noted the ongoing work by the food industry to develop data systems.  

70. Other delegations were of the opinion that guidance was necessary to promote the harmonised use of 
traceability/product tracing and avoid possible trade problems due to the proliferation of diverging systems. 
It was also noted that the scope of new work should be clearly defined and the document should explain in 
detail how exactly further guidance would assist in the implementation of traceability /product tracing.  

71. The Observer from the OIE informed the Committee of the status of the OIE work on animal 
identification and traceability, as presented in CRD 10, and of the plan to hold in collaboration with Codex 
an international Conference on animal identification and traceability in 2009. 

                                                 
18  Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Chile, China, Costa Rica, European Community, France, Germany, India, Italy, 

Jamaica, Japan, Kenya, Malaysia, Mexico, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nigeria, Norway, South Africa, 
Switzerland, Sweden, Tanzania, Thailand, United States of America, Zambia and Zimbabwe expressed their 
willingness to take part in the Working Group 

19  CX/FICS 07/16/7; CRD 7 (Comments of India, Indonesia, Kenya, Republic of Korea, the Philippines and 
Solomon Islands); CRD 10 (Comments of OIE); CRD 13 (Comments of the European Community) 
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72. The Committee agreed to continue discussion on this matter at its next session and to establish an 
electronic Working Group20, led by the Delegation of Norway, open to all Members and Observers and 
working in English only, to prepare a revised discussion paper for consideration at its next session. The 
revised paper should consider the above discussion and written comments; it should clearly describe the 
present gaps in the implementation of traceability/products tracing, identify the key elements of the 
guidelines that would address these gaps and consider the technical and economical feasibility of countries to 
implement traceability/product tracing. It was agreed that the Working Group would start working as early as 
possible to allow an ample debate on this matter. The Delegation of Norway said that the active participation 
of members of the Working Group, contributing their experience, was necessary to successfully complete 
this task.  

CONSISTENCY OF THE DRAFT MODEL EXPORT CERTIFICATE FOR MILK AND MILK 
PRODUCTS WITH CAC/GL 38-2001 (Agenda Item 8)21 

73. The Australian Secretariat presented their review of the consistency of the proposed draft Model 
Certificate for Milk and Milk Products with the Codex Guidelines for Design, Production, Issuance and Use 
of Generic Official Certificates (CAC/GL 38-2001). They had found the text generally consistent with 
CAC/GL 38-2001 and recommended several amendments to further improve its alignment with the 
Guidelines.  

74. The Committee generally concurred with the analysis of the Australian Secretariat. It agreed with all 
recommendations in CX/FICS 07/16/8 except those in paragraphs 11 and 13 because these were not 
appropriate. Consequently the recommendation in paragraph 15 was amended. The Committee agreed to 
forward the recommendations, as contained in Appendix IV to this report, to the 8th Session of CCMMP for 
its consideration.  

75. It further agreed to refer the individual comments below along with the written comments submitted at 
its current and previous sessions22 to CCMMP for its consideration. 

Recommendation on Section “Definition” (CX/FICS 07/16/8, paragraph 8) 

76. The Delegation of the European Community suggested to delete the entire section on definitions and 
to refer to CAC/GL 38-2001, which contained all definitions, including that for consignment. 

Recommendation on Section “Use of Model Export Certificates for Milk and Milk Products” (CX/FICS 
07/16/8, paragraphs 9-10)   

77. The Delegation of New Zealand proposed that the container’s seal number should be recorded as a 
separate item on the model certificate and that the explanation in regard to the signature should read: “The 
official signature should appear at the end of the certificate. The official stamp should be applied at the end 
of the certificate, or at the end of each page in the case of multiple-page certificate”. The Delegation of India 
noted that it was not appropriate to include information on the container seal number since often certificates 
were issued before this information was available; they also suggested referring to “seal” only instead of 
“seal number” as some seals might not have numbers. 

Recommendation on Section I “Details identifying milk and milk products” (CX/FICS 07/16/8, paragraphs 
11-13)   

78. With regard to the recommendation in paragraph 12, the Delegation of New Zealand proposed to 
amend the section to read “Identification is the identification of the lot(s) to which the certificate uniquely 
relates, to facilitate the traceability/product tracing of the lot(s)”. The Delegation of the European 
Community suggested referring to “lot number” or “date coding” to allow establishing a direct link between 
the consignment and the certificate.  

                                                 
20  Australia, Austria, Brazil, Canada, Chile, China, European Community, France, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Italy, 

Japan, Kenya, Mexico, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Philippines, South Africa, Switzerland, Sweden, 
Thailand, United States of America and ICGMA expressed their willingness to take part in the Working Group 

21  CX/FICS 07/16/8; CRD 8 (Comments of India, Indonesia, Kenya and OIE); CRD 13 (Comments of the 
European Community) 

22  CRD 9 (Comments of the European Community) 
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Recommendation on Section II “Provenance of milk and milk products” (CX/FICS 07/16/8, paragraph 14)  

79. The Delegation of Kenya suggested including information on “country of origin” in addition to 
“country of dispatch”. 

OTHER BUSINESS AND FUTURE WORK (Agenda Item 9) 

FUTURE WORK 

Discussion Paper on the Development of a Generic Template for Health Certificates 23 

80. The Delegation of the European Community presented CX/FICS 07/16/9 and said that the 
development of a generic template (model format) was a logical follow-up to the recently completed revision 
of the Codex Guidelines for Design, Production, Issuance and Use of Generic Official Certificates (CAC/GL 
38-2001). The Delegation felt that Principle E of the guidelines should be made explicit by developing a 
harmonised template that could facilitate procedures in international trade and the task for those in charge of 
checking certificates. They said that similar work was either completed or ongoing in other international 
bodies such as OIE and IPPC.  

81. Many delegations supported the proposal in principle in view of the advantages that a harmonised 
certificate would have such as: avoiding different interpretations; being easier to produce and read; reducing 
the number of certificates thereby facilitating trade. Additional comments were made as follows: the work 
should be consistent with the work done by IPPC and OIE; the template should be flexible enough to support 
future electronic certification while taking into account countries’ technical capacities and resources; the 
template should allow for multiple attestations; the experience of those Committees that have already 
developed certificates should be used (i.e. Codex Committees on Fish and Fishery Products and on Milk and 
Milk Products). 

82. The Observer from the OIE informed the Committee that the OIE ad hoc Group on the Revision of the 
OIE Model Veterinary Certificates had developed four model veterinary certificates and would continue this 
work in 2008. The OIE certificate for products of animal origin was compatible with the model certificate 
under development in CCMMP. The Observer said that continued cooperation between Codex and OIE on 
the work of model certificates was necessary. 

83. Some delegations recognised the burden caused by too many certificates, however they were of the 
opinion that before starting new work it was necessary to consider other initiatives in this area such as those 
of the United Nations Centre for Trade Facilitation and Electronic Business (UN/CEFACT). UN/CEFACT is 
responsible for the UNeDocs standards, the UN Layout Key for Trade Documentation, standards for data 
elements used in international trade and the single window approach.  

84. The Committee considered in detail the project document for new work (CX/FICS 07/16/9 Annex 1). 
The Committee added references to the work of other international organizations and to the need to ensure 
consistency and avoid duplication with their work. References to a data processing interface were deleted. 
The Committee clarified that this work would focus on the data elements and their spatial layout in a paper 
certificate with explanatory notes providing information for each field. The Committee also made some 
amendments to make the project document more consistent with the format set out in the Procedural Manual 
and to provide sufficiently detailed relevant information in particular in the section on the assessment against 
the Criteria for the Establishment of Work Priorities, as requested the 30th Session of the Codex 
Alimentarius Commission (see para. 5).  

85. The Committee agreed to forward the project document as amended (see Appendix V) to the 61st 
Session of the Executive Committee for critical review and to the 31st Session of the Commission for 
approval as new work. 

86. It further agreed to establish a physical Working Group, lead by the European Community, open to all 
Members and Observers and working in English, French and Spanish, which would prepare a proposed draft 
Generic Model Health Certificate for circulation at Step 3 and further consideration at Step 4 at its next 
session. 

                                                 
23  CX/FICS 07/16/9; CRD 9 (Comments of Colombia, India, Indonesia, Kenya, the Philippines and Solomon 

Islands); CRD 10 (Comments from OIE) 



ALINORM 08/31/30 
 

11

87.  It was agreed that the physical Working Group would meet around June/July 2008. It was also agreed 
that, in order to facilitate the initial work of the Working Group, Codex members and observers be invited to 
electronically submit elements for the proposed draft document to the Delegation of the European 
Community. 

88. The Committee noted that consideration of the proposed draft at Step 4 was subject to approval of the 
proposed new work by the Commission in July 2008. 

89. Noting that two physical Working Groups had been established, the Committee invited the leading 
delegations of the Working Groups to explore possibility for arranging their physical meetings back-to-back 
in a same venue to facilitate participation of members and observers. 

OTHER BUSINESS 

Intentional contamination of foods 

90. The Delegation of the United States of America explained that intentional food contamination was 
related to, but distinct from, traditional food safety and had a greater potential to result in market disruption 
and human death. Over the past years many food control authorities, industries and international 
organizations, such as WHO, had been engaged in the development of guidance to minimize the risk due to 
intentional contamination of food, e.g. intentional tampering, unsafe economic adulteration. They noted that 
although some Codex texts provided elements of guidance that could be applied when assessing intentional 
contamination, currently there was none providing substantial comprehensive guidance.  

91. The Delegation stated that it would be helpful for Codex to consider developing such guidance, 
particularly with respect to systems assessing the vulnerability to and controlling intentional contamination. 
Therefore, they proposed to develop a discussion paper that would address: i) the nature of intentional 
contamination of food; ii) the nature and extent of guidance that has been developed by governments, 
industry and international organizations; iii) an analysis of existing Codex texts, especially those related to 
intentional contamination, to identify gaps; and iv) an assessment of specific work that CCFICS might 
develop in this area, including an analysis of why CCFICS would be the appropriate venue for such work.   

92. Several delegations recognised that intentional contamination was an important subject for discussion 
and that countries should assess their vulnerability to it and their capacity to control it. Concern was 
expressed as to whether CCFICS was the appropriate venue to develop such guidance since the control of 
intentional contamination fell within multiple jurisdictions. In view of the general support for continuing the 
discussion on this subject, the Committee agreed to the proposal of the Delegation of the United States of 
America to develop the discussion paper, as described above, for consideration at its next session. 

DATE AND PLACE OF NEXT SESSION (Agenda Item 10) 

93. Following the discussion under Agenda Item 2 (see para. 8) and relevant decisions concerning new 
work and discussion papers, the Committee decided to maintain annual meetings for the time being. 

94.  The Committee noted that its 17th Session was tentatively scheduled to be held from 24 to 28 
November 2008, subject to further discussion between the Codex and Australian Secretariats. 
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SUMMARY STATUS OF WORK 

Subject Matter Step Action by: Document Reference 
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Ms Michelle Robertson 
Senior Food Scientist 
Food Standards Australia New Zealand 
PO Box 7186  
CANBERRA BC ACT 2610 
AUSTRALIA 
Phone: +61 2 6271 2689 
Fax: +61 2 6271 2278 
Email: michelle.robertson@foodstandards.gov.au 
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CHINA 
Phone: +86 10 6219 1434 
Fax: +86 10 6219 1434 
Email: Ljhua72@sohu.com  

Mr Jiao Yang 
Senior Engineer 
Research Centre for Standard & Regulation of General 
Administration of Quality Supervision 
Inspection and Quarantine of the People’s Republic of China 
Room 2408 B Tower, No.9 Madian Donglu 
Haidian District 
BEIJING 100088 
CHINA 
Phone: +86 10 8226 2411 
Fax: +86 10 8226 0617 
Email: jiaoyang@aqsiq.gov.cn 

Mr Lee Kan Fat 
Chief Health Inspector (Import & Export) 
Centre for Food Safety 
Food and Environment Hygiene Department 
43/F Queensway Government Offices 
66 Queensway 
HONG KONG SAR 
CHINA 
Phone: +852 2867 5530 
Fax: +852 2521 4784 
Email: kanflee@fehd.gov.hk  

Mr Lee Wai Ching 
Senior Superintendent  
Centre for Food Safety 
Food and Environment Hygiene Department 
43/F Queensway Government Offices 
66 Queensway 
HONG KONG SAR 
CHINA 
Phone: +852 2867 5566 
Fax: +852 2521 4784 
Email: wclee@fehd.gov.hk 

Ms Liu Yuping 
Division Director 
Beijing Entry –Exit Inspection & Quarantine Bureau of the 
People’s Republic of China 
No 6 Tianshuiyuan Street Chaoyang 
BEIJING 
CHINA 
Phone: +86 10 58619100 
Fax: +86 10 58619100 
Email: liup@bjciq.gov.cn 

Mr Liu Yong 
Official 
Shandong Entry –Exit Inspection & Quarantine Bureau of the 
People’s Republic of China 
2 Zhongshan Road 
QINGDAO 
CHINA 
Phone: +86 532 8088 7133 
Fax: +86 532 80887138 
Email: liuyong65@yahoo.com 

Mr Pu Min 
Vice-Director 
Research Center for International Inspection & Quarantine 
Technical Regulation & Standard 
AQSIQ 
2502 Room No.9 Madian Donglu 
Haidian District 
BEIJING 
CHINA 
Phone: +86 10 8226 2429 
Fax: +86 10 8226 0621 
Email: pumin@aqsiq.gov.cn 

Mr Wang Jinxi 
Director 
Food Safety Supervision Department 
Fujian Entry –Exit Inspection & Quarantine Bureau of the 
People’s Republic of China 
No. 312 Hudong Road  
FUZHOU 
CHINA 
Phone: +86 59 1870 6521 
Fax: +86 59 187065260 
Email: wjx83cn@yahoo.com.cn 

Dr Yang Li 
China National Institute of Standardization (CNIS) 
No.4 Zhichun Road 
Haidian District 
BEIJING 100088 
CHINA 
Phone: +86 10 5881 1646 
Fax: +86 10 5881 1642 
Email: yangli@cnis.gov.cn 

COSTA RICA 

Dr Yayo Vicente 
General Director 
Senasa-Mag 
P.O. Box 3 
CENADA-HERED 3-3006 
COSTA RICA 
Phone: +506 392 44 15 
Fax: +506 262 0221 
E-mail: yvicente@senasa.go.cr  

Dr Carlos Villalobos Arias 
Vice-Minister 
Department of Agriculture and Livestock 
P.O. Box 10094 
SAN JOSE 1000 
COSTA RICA 
Phone: + 506 232 7715 
Fax: + 506 232 5054 
E-mail: cvillalobos@mipro.go.cr  

CUBA 

Mr Gabriel Lahens Espinosa 
Engineer, Director of Direction of Regulations and Quality 
Ministry of Foreign Trade 
Infanta Nr. 16, Vedado, Plaza 
HABANA 10400 
CUBA 
Phone: +537 8 38 04 64 
Fax: +537 838 04 61 
Email: gabriel.lahens@mincex.cu 
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DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO - 
RÉPUBLIQUE DÉMOCRATIQUE DU CONGO - 
REPÚBLICA DEMOCRÁTICA DEL CONGO 

Dr Yuma Amundala Jean-Marie Olenga 
Chef de Bureau Grandes Endemies 
Ministère de l’Agriculture, Pêche et Elevage 
KINSHASA 00243 
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO 
Phone: +243 998 867 155 
Email: jm_olga@yahoo.fr  

DENMARK - DANEMARK - DINAMARCA 

Ms Anne Ramløse 
Veterinary Officer 
International Trade Division 
Danish Veterinary and Food Administration 
Mørkhøj Bygade 19 
SØBORG 2860 
DENMARK  
Phone: +45 33 95 61 65 
Fax: +45 33 95 66 80 
Email: ram@fvst.dk 

ERITREA - ÉRYTHRÉE 

Mr Beyene Mesghenna 
General Manager 
Eritrean Standards Institution 
PO Box 245 
ASMARA 
ERITREA 
Phone: +291 1 12205 
Fax: +291 1 120245 
Email: eristand@tse.com.et 

EUROPEAN COMMUNITY (MEMBER 
ORGANIZATION) – COMMUNAUTÉ EUROPÉENNE 
(ORGANISATION MEMBRE) - COMUNIDAD 
EUROPEA (ORGANIZACIÓN MIEMBRO) 

Dr Jérôme Lepeintre 
European Commission 
Health and Consumer Protection Directorate-General 
(SANCO) 
B - 1049 BRUSSELS 
BELGIUM 
Phone: +32 2 299 37 01 
Fax: +32 2 299 85 66 
Email: jerome.lepeintre@ec.europa.eu 

Dr Didier Carton 
European Commission 
Health and Consumer Protection Directorate-General 
(SANCO) 
B - 1049 BRUSSELS 
BELGIUM 
Phone: +32 2 295 1804 
Fax: +32 2 299 85 66 
Email: didier.carton@ec.europa.eu 

FINLAND - FINLANDE - FINLANDIA 

Ms Leena Salin 
Veterinary Officer 
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 
Department of Food and Health 
PO Box 30 
FI-00023 GOVERNMENT 
FINLAND 
Phone: +358 9 1605 2943 
Fax: +358 9 1605 2779 
Email: Leena.Salin@mmm.fi 

FRANCE - FRANCIA 

Ms Roseline Lecourt 
Chargée de mission 
Direction Générale de la Concurrence, de la Consommation 
et de la Répression des Fraudes 
51, boulevard Vincent Auriol 
Télédoc 051 
75703 PARIS Cedex 13 
France 
Phone: +33 1 44 97 34 70 
Fax: +33 1 44 97 30 37 
Email: roseline.lecourt@dgccrf.finances.gouv.fr 

Ms Catherine Chapoux 
Chargée de mission 
Direction Générale de l’alimentation / Ministère de 
l'Agriculture et de la Peche 
251 rue de Vaugirard 
75732 PARIS Cedex 15 
France 
Phone: +33 01 49 55 84 86 
Fax: +33 01 49 55 44 62 
Email: catherine.chapoux@agriculture.gouv.fr 

GERMANY - ALLEMAGNE - ALEMANIA 

Ms Marie-Luise Trebes 
Federal Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Consumer 
Protection 
PO Box 14 02 70 
BONN D-53107 
GERMANY 
Phone: + 49 228 99 529 3394 
Fax: +49 228 99 529 4942 
Email: 315@bmelv.bund.de 

Dr Antje Jaensch 
Scientific Officer 
Federal Office of Consumer Protection and Food Safety 
(BVL) 
Mauerstr. 39 – 42 
BERLIN 10562 
GERMANY 
Phone: +49 30 18444 10611 
Fax: +49 30 18444 10699 
Email: antje.jaensch@bvl.bund.de 

GHANA 

Ms Angela Owusu 
Chief Collector of Customs 
Ghana Customs Excise & Preventive Service 
PO Box 68 
ACCRA 
GHANA 
Phone: +233 244 64 8283 
Fax: +233 321 77 3354 
Email: angimmond@yahoo.com  
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GREECE - GRÈCE - GRECIA 

Mr Vasileios Kontolaimos 
Legal Advisor 
Greek Ministry of Rural Development and Food 
10439 ATHENS 
GREECE 
Phone: +302 108 250 307 
Fax: +302 108 254 621 
Email: cohalka@otenet.gr 

GUYANA 

Ms Marilyn Collins 
Director – Food and Drug 
Government Analyst Food and Drug Department 
Ministry of Health 
Institute of Applied Science and Technology Building 
University of Guyana Campus Turkeyen 
GEORGETOWN 
GUYANA 
Phone: +592 222 8857 
Fax: +592 222 8856 
Email: marilcollins@yahoo.com  

HUNGARY - HONGRIE - HUNGRÍA 

Ms Maria Dr. Szeitzne-Szabo 
Director General 
Hungarian Food Safety Office 
GYǍLI ǓT 2-6 
BUDAPEST H-1097 
HUNGARY 
Phone: +36 1 368 8815 
Fax: +36 1 387 9400 
Email: maria.szabo@mebih.gov.hu  

INDIA - INDE 

Mr Dinesh Sharma 
Joint Secretary 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry 
Udyog Bhawan 
NEW DELHI 
INDIA 
Phone: +91-11-23061837 
Fax: +91-11-23061837 
Email: dineshsharma@nic.in 

Ms Shashi Sareen 
Director 
Export Inspection Council of India 
(Ministry of Commerce and Industry 
Government of India), 3rd Floor, NDYMCA 
Cultural Centre Building, 1 Jai Singh Road 
NEW DELHI 110001 
INDIA 
Phone: +91 11 2374 8025 
Fax: +91 11 2374 8186 
Email: director@eicindia.org  

INDONESIA - INDONÉSIE 

Ms Nus Nuzulia Ishak 
Director for Supervision and Quality Control 
Ministry of Trade 
Jl. Raya Bogor Km 26 
Ciracas – East Jakarta 
JAKARTA 13240 
INDONESIA 
Phone: +62 21 8710323 
Fax: +62 21 8710478 
Email: nus_depdag@cbn.net.id  

Mr Ali Akbar Hehaitu 
Head of Standard Implementation and Notification Sub 
Division 
Center for Standardization 
Ministry of Trade 
PPMB Industry Building 5th Floor 
Jl. Raya Bogor Km 26 
Ciracas – East Jakarta 
JAKARTA 
INDONESIA 
Phone: +62 21 8707284 
Fax: +62 21 8707284 
Email: aliakbar_h2000@yahoo.com  

Ms Frida Adiati 
Head of Standard Implementation Division 
Center for Standardization 
Ministry of Trade 
PPMB Industry Building 5th Floor 
Jl. Raya Bogor Km 26 
Ciracas – East Jakarta 
JAKARTA 
INDONESIA 
Phone: +62 21 8707284 
Fax: +62 21 8707284 
Email: adiati_frida@yahoo.com  

Mr Subadi 
Head of Section for Goods Quality Control of Mining and 
Industry 
Directorate Supervision and Quality Control 
Ministry of Trade 
Jl. Raya Bogor Km 26 
Ciracas – East Jakarta 
JAKARTA 13240 
INDONESIA 
Phone: +62 21 8710323 
Fax: +62 21 8710478 
Email: soebaddy@yahoo.com  

Ms Fetnayeti 
Director 
Indonesian Trade Promotion Centre 
60 Pitt Street, Level 2 
SYDNEY NSW  2000 
AUSTRALIA 
Phone: +61 2 9252 8783 
Fax: +61 2 9252 8784 
Email: itpcsydney@bigpond.com  
Email: trade@itpcsydney.com  

IRELAND - IRLANDA - IRLANDA 

Ms Paula Barry Walsh 
Senior Superintending Veterinary Inspector 
Department of Agriculture Fisheries & Food  
Kildare Street 
DUBLIN 2 
IRELAND 
Phone: +353 1 607 2648 
Fax: +353 1 678 9733 
Email: paula.barrywalsh@agriculture.gov.ie 
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ITALY - ITALIE - ITALIA 

Ms Brunella Lo Turco 
Manager Italian Codex Committee 
Ministero delle Politiche Agricole, Alimentari e Forestali 
Via XX Settembre, 20 
ROME  00187 
ITALY  
Phone: +39 06 4665 6041 
Fax: +39 06 4880 273 
Email: qpa6@politicheagricole.it 

Mr Ciro Impagnatiello 
Ministero delle Politiche Agricole, Alimentari e Forestali 
Via XX Settembre, 20 
ROME  00187 
ITALY  
Phone: +39 06 4665 6046 
Fax: +39 06 4880 273 
Email: c.impagnatiello@politicheagricole.it  

JAMAICA - JAMAÏQUE 

Ms Merle Donaldson 
Team Leader 
Inspectorate Division 
Bureau of Standards Jamaica 
6 Winchester Road 
KINGSTON 10 
JAMAICA 
Phone: +1 876 9263 140 
Fax: +1 876 9294 736 
Email: mdonaldson@bsj.org.jm 

Ms Claudette Phipps 
Senior Animal Health Technician 
Veterinary Services Division 
Ministry of Agriculture 
PO Box 309 
193 Old Hope Road 
KINGSTON 6 
JAMAICA 
Phone: +1 876 924 8563 
Fax: +1 876 9770 885 
Email: cdphipps@cybervale.com 

Mr Daniel Dawes 
Chief Food Inspector 
Food Storage & Prevention of Infestation Division 
Ministry of Industry, Investment and Commerce 
15 Gordon Town Road 
KINGSTON 6 
JAMAICA 
Phone: +1 876 977 6816 
Fax: +1 876 9777 515 
Email: dandawdad@yahoo.com 

JAPAN - JAPON - JAPÓN 

Mr Ogawa Ryosuke 
Director 
International Affairs Division 
Food Safety & Consumer Affairs Bureau 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry & Fisheries 
1-2-1 Kasumigaseki Chiyoda-ku 
TOKYO 100-8950 
JAPAN 
Phone: +81 3 3502 8732 
Fax: +81 3 3507 4232 
Email: ryousuke_ogawa@nm.maff.go.jp 

Mr Sadakane Takashi  
Assistant Director 
International Affairs Division 
Food Safety & Consumer Affairs Bureau 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry & Fisheries 
1-2-1 Kasumigaseki Chiyoda-ku 
TOKYO 100-8950 
JAPAN 
Phone: +81 3 3502 8732 
Fax: +81 3 3507 4232 
Email: takashi_sadakane@nm.maff.go.jp 

Dr Imagawa Masanori 
Assistant Director 
Office of Quarantine Station Administration 
Department of Food Safety 
Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare 
1-2-2 Kasumigaseki 
Chiyoda-ku 
TOKYO 100-8916 
JAPAN 
Phone: +81 3 3595 2333 
Fax: +81 3 3591 8029 
Email: imagawa-masanori@mhlw.go.jp  

Dr Fukushima Kazuko 
Assistant Director 
Office of International Food Safety 
Department of Food Safety 
Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare 
1-2-2 Kasumigaseki 
Chiyoda-ku 
TOKYO 100-8916 
JAPAN 
Phone: +81 3 3595 2326 
Fax: +81 3 3503 7965 
Email: fukushima-kazuko@mhlw.go.jp  

Mr Uchimi Hiroyuki 
Chief 
Office of Import Food Safety 
Department of Food Safety 
Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare 
1-2-2 Kasumigaseki 
Chiyoda-ku 
TOKYO 100-8916 
JAPAN 
Phone: +81 3 3595 2337 
Fax: +81 3 3503 7964 
Email: uchimi-hiroyuki@mhlw.go.jp  

KENYA 

Mr Andrew Maiyo 
Chief Principal Officer (Certification Department) 
Kenya Bureau of Standards 
PO Box 54974 
NAIROBI 00200 CITY SQUARE 
KENYA 
Phone: +254 20 605 550  
Fax: +254 20 609 660 
Email: maiyoa@kebs.org 
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Dr James Karitu 
Assistant Director of Veterinary Services 
Department of Veterinary Services 
00625 Kangemi 
NAIROBI 00625 
KENYA 
Phone: + 254 772 226790 
Fax: + 254 20 206 212 
Email: ngandukaritu@yahoo.com 

KOREA, REPUBLIC OF - CORÉE, RÉPUBLIQUE DE - 
COREA, REPÚBLICA DE 

Ms Yang Changsook 
Deputy Director 
Korea Food & Drug Administration 
Juan-yeok-gil #217 
INCHEON 402-835 
REPUBLIC OF KOREA 
Phone: +82 32 4224615 
Fax: +82 32 442 4619 
Email: ycs1121@kfda.go.kr 

Ms Chang Hae Jin 
Senior Researcher 
Food Policy Division 
Ministry of Health and Welfare 
Government Complex  
Joong Ang Dong 1 
Gwacheon Si 
KYOUNG GI DO 427-721 
REPUBLIC OF KOREA 
Phone: +82 2 2110 6247 
Fax: +82 2 507 6422 
Email: hjjang@mohw.go.kr 

Mr Jung Yong Hyun 
Scientific Officer 
Korea Food & Drug Administration 
Juan-yeok-gil #217 
INCHEON 402-835 
REPUBLIC OF KOREA 
Phone: +82 32 450 3369 
Fax: +82 32 442 4622 
Email: jyh311@naver.com 

Ms Lee Eun Mi 
Scientific Officer 
Korea Food and Drug Administration 
#120 Seonsa-ro Seo-gu 
DAJEON 
REPUBLIC OF KOREA 
Phone: +82 42 480 8788 
Fax: +82 42 480 8790 
Email: lem0724@kfda.go.kr 

Mr Woo Man Soo 
Deputy Director 
Quarantine Inspection Division  
National Veterinary Research & Quarantine Service 
480 Anyang-Dong Manan-gu 
Anyang City Kyonggi-do 
REPUBLIC OF KOREA 
Phone: +82 031 467 1928 
Fax: +82 0 31 467 1717 
Email: wooms65@hanmail.net 

LATVIA - LETTONIE - LETONIA 

Dr Erika Paulina 
Head of International Trade Division 
Food and Veterinary Services 
Peldu Street 30, 
RIGA, LV – 1050 
LATVIA 
Phone: +371 6709 5237 
Fax: +371 6732 2727 
Email: erika.paulina@pvd.gov.lv  

LEBANON - LIBAN - LIBANO 

Miss Mariam Eid 
Expert in Food Industry 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Bir Hassan 
Safarat Street 
BEIRUT 
LEBANON 
Phone: +961 182 4100 
Fax: +961 182 4100 
Email: agrofood2002@yahoo.co.uk 

MADAGASCAR 

Mr Ralazandriambololona Noel Ranjatoson 
Chef de Laboratoire 
Ministére de l’Economie, du Commerce et de l’Industrie 
6 rue Rainandriamampandry Soarano 
ANTANANARIVO 101 
MADAGASCAR 
Phone: +261 32 07 531 64 
Email: nranjatoson@yahoo.fr 

MALAWI 

Mr Patrician Kondowe 
Quality Monitoring Services Manager 
Malawi Bureau of Standards 
Moirs Road, PO Box 946 
BLANTYRE 
MALAWI 
Phone: +265 1 870 488 
Fax: +265 1 870 756 
Email: patriciankondowe@mbsmw.org 

MALAYSIA - MALAISIE - MALASIA 

Ms Bee Wah Wee 
Deputy Director (Industry) 
Food Safety & Quality Division 
Ministry of Health Malaysia 
Level 3, Block E7, Parcel E 
Federal Government Administration Centre 
PUTRAJAYA 62590 
MALAYSIA 
Phone: +603 8883 3509 
Fax: +603 8889 3815 
Email: weebeewah@yahoo.co.uk 

Dr Moktir Singh  
Senior Veterinary Officer 
Department of Veterinary Services 
Ministry of Agriculture & Agro Based Industry 
Wisma Tani, Blok 1A Lot 4G1 Presint 4 
Federal Government Administrative Centre 
PUTRAJAYA 62630 
MALAYSIA 
Phone: +603 8870 2123 
Fax: +603 8888 5755 
Email: moktir@jph.gov.my 
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Dr A’aisah Senin 
Principal Assistant Director 
Food Safety & Quality Division 
Ministry of Health Malaysia 
Level 3 Block E7 Parcel E 
Federal Government Administration Centre 
PUTRAJAYA 62590 
MALAYSIA 
Phone: +603 8883 3516 
Fax: +603 8889 3815 
Email: aaisah@moh.gov.my 

Ms Linza Yassin 
Assistant Director (Codex) 
Food Safety & Quality Division 
Ministry of Health Malaysia 
Level 3, Block E7, Parcel E 
Federal Government Administration Centre 
PUTRAJAYA 62590 
MALAYSIA 
Phone: +603 8883 3553 
Fax: +603 8889 3815 
Email: linza@moh.gov.my 

Ms Zalena Abu Hasan 
Administrative Officer (Enforcement) 
Malaysian Palm Oil Board 
Lot 6, SS 6 Jalan Perbandaran 
Kelana Jaya 
P.JAYA 
MALAYSIA 
Phone: +603 7800 2977 
Fax: +603 7806 1485 
Email: zalena@mpob.gov.my 

Ms Rozita Baharuddin 
Head Quality Control Unit 
Malaysian Palm Oil Board 
Lot 6, SS 6 Jalan Perbandaran 
Kelana Jaya 
P.JAYA 
MALAYSIA 
Phone: +603 7800 2956 
Fax: +603 7806 1485 
Email: rozita@mpob.gov.my 

MEXICO - MEXIQUE - MÉXICO 

Dr Guillermo Arroyo 
Gerente de Seguimiento de Programas Especiales Comisión 
de Operación Sanitaria 
Comisión Federal para la Protección Contra Riesgos 
Sanitarios Secretaría de Salud 
Monterrey 33, Col Roma 
MÉXICO DF 06700 
MÉXICO 
Phone: +52 55 5080 5262 
Fax: +52 55 5514 1407 
Email: garroyo@salud.gob.mx 

Ms Ingrid Maciel 
Gerente de Normatividad 
Sigma Alimentos 
Mariano Escobedo 573 Piso 3 
Col Rincon del Bosque 
MÉXICO DF 11580 
MÉXICO 
Phone: +52 55 8503 2086 
Fax: +52 55 8503 2056 
Email: imaciel@sigma-alimentos.com 

Dr Lamberto Osorio 
Gerente de Importaciones, Exportaciones de Alimentos, 
Plafest Y Otros  
Federal Commission for the Protection Against Sanitary 
Risks (COFEPRIS) 
Monterrey No. 33 Col. Roma 
MÉXICO DF 06700 
MÉXICO 
Phone: +52 55 5080 5343 
Fax: +52 55 5208 2810 
Email: lonosorio@salud.gob.mx 

Mr Raúl Pedro Riquelme Cacho 
Presidente Comisión de Salud 
CONCAMIN 
Insurgentes Sur #619 20 Piso Col. Nápoles 
MÉXICO DF 03810 
MÉXICO 
Phone: +52 55 3067 5141 
Fax: +52 55 3067 5142 
Email: riquelme@alfa.com.mx  

MOZAMBIQUE 

Dr Ana Charles 
Codex Contact Point 
Head of Environmental Health Department 
Ministry of Health 
Eduardo Mondlane/Salvador Allende Avenue 1008 
MAPUTO 
MOZAMBIQUE 
Phone: +258 21 310281 
Fax: +258 21 310281 
Email: acharles@misau.gov.mz 

NETHERLANDS - PAYS-BAS - PAÍSES BAJOS 

Mr Ludo Vischer 
Policy Coordinator 
Department of Food Quality & Animal Health 
Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality 
PO Box 20401 
2500 EK THE HAGUE 
NETHERLANDS 
Phone: +31 70 3785336 
Fax: +31 70 378 6141 
Email: l.w.a.vischer@minlnv.nl 

Mr Jan Van Kooij 
Senior Public Health Officer 
Food and Consumer Protection Authority 
PO Box 19506 
2500 CM THE HAGUE 
NETHERLANDS 
Phone: +31 7 0448 4812 
Email: jan.van.kooij@vwa.nl 

NEW ZEALAND - NOUVELLE-ZÉLANDE - NUEVA 
ZELANDIA 

Ms Cherie Flynn 
Senior Programme Manager (Policy) 
New Zealand Food Safety Authority 
PO Box 2835 
WELLINGTON 
NEW ZEALAND 
Phone: +64 4 894 2472 
Fax: +64 4 894 2583 
Email: cherie.flynn@nzfsa.govt.nz 
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Mr Stephen Bell 
Programme Manager (Food Service, Sale & Imports)  
New Zealand Food Safety Authority  
PO Box 2835  
WELLINGTON 
NEW ZEALAND 
Phone: +64 4 894 2588  
Fax: +64 4 894 2501  
Email: stephen.bell@nzfsa.govt.nz 

Mr Stephen Bokkerink 
Advisor (Food Service, Sale and Import) 
New Zealand Food Safety Authority 
PO Box 2835 
WELLINGTON 
NEW ZEALAND 
Phone: +64 4 894 0001 
Fax: +64 4 894 2643 
Email: stephen.bokkerink@nzfsa.govt.nz 

Ms Hilary Eade 
Programme Manager (Technical Standards – Imports) 
New Zealand Food Safety Authority 
PO Box 2835 
WELLINGTON 
NEW ZEALAND 
Phone: +64 4 894 2694 
Fax: +64 4 894 2591 
Email: hilary.eade@nzfsa.govt.nz 

Mr Phil Fawcet 
Senior Programme Manager (International Standards)  
New Zealand Food Safety Authority 
PO Box 2835 
WELLINGTON 
NEW ZEALAND 
Phone: +64 4 894 2656 
Fax: +64 4 894 2675 
Email: phil.fawcet@nzfsa.govt.nz 

Dr Bill Jolly 
Deputy Director (Export Standards) 
New Zealand Food Safety Authority 
PO Box 2835 
WELLINGTON 
NEW ZEALAND 
Phone: +64 4 894 2621 
Fax: +64 4 894 2675 
Email: bill.jolly@nzfsa.govt.nz 

Mr Drasko Pavlovic 
Senior Programme Manager (E-cert) 
Export Standards 
New Zealand Food Safety Authority 
PO Box 3540 
AUCKLAND  
WELLINGTON 
Ph: +64 9 909 6201 
Fax: +64 9 909 6217 
Email: drasko.pavlovic@nzfsa.govt.nz  

Dr Greg Zemke-Smith 
Senior Programme Manager  
New Zealand Food Safety Authority 
PO Box 2835 
WELLINGTON 
NEW ZEALAND 
Phone: +64 4 894 2592 
Fax: +64 4 894 2675 
Email: greg.zemke-smith@nzfsa.govt.nz 

NIGERIA - NÍGERIA 

Dr Yaya Olaniran 
Permanent Representative of Nigeria to FAO 
Nigerian Government 
Via Cassadioro 2/C; 00193 
ROME 
ITALY 
Phone: +39 06 6896 093 
Fax: +39 06 6877 840 
Email: nigeriapermrep@email.com 

Ms Regina Olaniran 
Embassy of Nigeria 
Via Cassadioro 2/C; 00193 
ROME 
ITALY 
Phone: +39 06 6896 093 
Fax: +39 06 6877 840 
Email: nigeriapermrep@email.com 

NORWAY - NORVÈGE - NORUEGA 

Mr Ivar Andreas Helbak 
Senior Advisor 
Norwegian Ministry of Fisheries and Coastal Affairs 
PO Box 8118 Dep. 
OSLO 0032 
NORWAY 
Phone: +47 22 246 420 
Fax: +47 22 245 678 
Email: ivar.helbak@fkd.dep.no 

Ms Tone Elisabeth Matheson 
Senior Advisor  
Ministry of Agriculture and Food 
PO Box 8007 Dep. 
OSLO N-0030 
NORWAY 
Phone: +47 22 249 413 
Fax: +47 22 249 555 
Email: tone-elisabeth.matheson@lmd.dep.no 

Ms Oddbjørg Ingeline Minos 
Senior Advisor 
Norwegian Food Safety Authority 
Head Office 
PO Box 383 
BRUMUNDDAL N-2381 
NORWAY 
Phone: +47 23 216 800 
Fax: +47 23 217 001 
Email: odimi@mattilsynet.no 

PAKISTAN - PAKISTÁN 

Mr Malik Zahoor Ahmad  
Director General (NAPHIS) 
Ministry of Food, Agriculture & Livestock 
Pakistan Secretariat 
B-Block, Room No. 402 
ISLAMABAD  
PAKISTAN 
Phone: +92 51 920 2936 
Fax: +92 51 921 8295 
Email: malikzahoor@gmail.com 
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Mr Ahmad Nawaz Saleem Mela 
Managing Director 
PASSCO 
PASSCO Head Office 
54 Lawrence Road 
LAHORE 
PAKISTAN 
Phone: +92 42 6370 299 
Fax: +92 42 6370 296 
Email: passco_1hr@yahoo.com 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA - PAPOUASIE-NOUVELLE-
GUINEE - PAPUA NUEVA GUINEA 

Mr John Susub 
Export & Import Program Manager 
National Agriculture Quarantine & Inspection Authority 
PORT MORESBY 111 
PAPUA NEW GUINEA 
Phone: +675 325 9977 
Fax: +675 325 9310 
Email: john_susub@yahoo.com.au 

PERU - PÉROU - PERÚ 

Ms Dora Pariona 
Specialist of Technical Secretariat 
SENASA 
Av. La Molina No. 1915 
LIMA 12 
LIMA PERU 
Phone: +511 313 3300 Ext 2600 
Fax: +511 340 1486 Ext 1800 
Email: dpariona@senasa.gob.pe 

PHILIPPINES - FILIPINAS 

Dr Ma. Elizabeth D. Callanta 
Supervising Meat Control Officer 
National Meat Inspection Service 
Department of Agriculture 
Visayas Avenue 
Diliman 
QUEZON CITY 1100 
PHILIPPINES 
Phone: +632 9247980 
Fax: +632 924 7973 
Email: beth_dc@hotmail.com 

Ms Mary Grace Mandigma 
Senior Science Research Specialist 
Bureau of Agriculture & Fisheries Product Standards 
BPI Compound, Visayas Avenue 
Diliman 
QUEZON CITY 1101 
PHILIPPINES 
Phone: +632 920 6131/32/33 
Fax: +632 920 6134 
Email: bafps@yahoo.com 

POLAND - POLOGNE - POLONIA 

Ms Marta Sobieraj 
Senior Specialist 
Codex Contact Point 
Agricultural and Food Quality Inspection 
30 Wspolna Street 
WARSAW 00-930 
POLAND 
Phone: +482 2 623 2903 
Fax: +482 2 623 2997 
Email: msobieraj@ijhars.gov.pln 
kodeks@ijahrs.gov.pl 

PORTUGAL 

Dr Henrique Carvalho 
Veterinary Officer 
General Veterinary Directorate 
Ministry of Agriculture, Rural Development and Fishery – 
Portugal 
Largo da Academia Nacional de Belas Artes, 2 
LISBOA 1249-105 
PORTUGAL 
Phone: +351 21 3239500 
Fax: +351 21 3239501 
Email: henrique.carvalho@dgv.min-agricultura.pt  

Dr Ana Patrícia Penaguião Vilar 
Agriculture Engineer 
General Veterinary Directorate 
Ministry of Agriculture, Rural Development and Fishery – 
Portugal 
Largo da Academia Nacional de Belas Artes, 2 
LISBOA 1249-105 
PORTUGAL 
Phone: +351 21 3239500 
Fax: +351 21 3239501 
Email: patricia.vilar@dgv.min-agricultura.pt  

SAMOA 

Ms Talei Jacinta Fidow 
Senior Quarantine Officer – Quarantine Division 
Ministry of Agriculture 
PO Box 1874 
APIA 
SAMOA 
Phone: +685 20924 
Fax: +685 20103 
Email: taleifidow@yahoo.com  

SINGAPORE - SINGAPOUR - SINGAPUR 

Dr Astrid Yeo 
Deputy Director (Import & Export) 
Agri-Food and Veterinary Authority of Singapore 
5 Maxwell Road 
#02-03 Tower Block 
MND Complex 069110 
SINGAPORE 
Phone: +65 6325 7686 
Fax: +65 6227 6403 
Email: astrid_yeo@ava.gov.sg 

SOLOMON ISLANDS - ÎLES SALOMON - ISLAS 
SALOMÓN 

Ms Judith Reynolds 
Team Leader, Inspection and Certification Unit, Codex 
Contact Point 
Ministry of Health and Medical Services 
PO Box 349 
HONIARA 
SOLOMON ISLANDS 
Phone: +677 23446/79225 
Fax: +677 23446 
Email: jreynolds@moh.gov.sb 

Mr Francis Tsatsia 
Chief Plant Protection Officer – Technical – SIAQS 
Solomon Island Agriculture Quarantine Services MAL 
PO Box G13 HONIARA  
SOLOMON ISLANDS 
Phone: +677 24657 
Fax: +677 24658 
Email: ftsatsia@yahoo.com 
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SOUTH AFRICA - AFRIQUE DU SUD - SUDÁFRICA 

Mr Billy Malose Makhafola 
Assistant Director 
National Department of Agriculture 
Private Bag X343 
PRETORIA 0001 
SOUTH AFRICA 
Phone: +27 012 319 6023 
Fax: +27 012 319 6055 
Email: BillyM@nda.agric.za 

Ms Penelope Campbell 
Deputy Director 
Biological Safety & Programme Support 
Department of Health 
Private Bag X828 
PRETORIA 0001 
SOUTH AFRICA 
Phone: +27 012 3120 159 
Fax: +27 012 3123 180 
Email: campbp@health.gov.za 

Ms Mpho Hoeane 
CAPQT 
Department of Agriculture 
Private Bag X258 
PRETORIA 0001 
SOUTH AFRICA 
Phone: +27 012 319 6077 
Fax: +27 012 319 6131 
Email: MphoH@nda.agric.za 

Mr Deon Jacobs 
Senior Inspector 
South African Bureau of Standards 
PO Box 36558 
CHEMPET 7442 
SOUTH AFRICA 
Phone: +27 21 526 3400 
Fax: +27 21 526 3451 
Email: jacobsdc@sabs.co.za 

Mr Gideon Joubert 
Specialist 
South African Bureau of Standards 
Private Bag X191 
PRETORIA 0001 
SOUTH AFRICA 
Phone: +27 12 428 6086 
Fax: +27 12 428 6466 
Email: joubergj@sabs.co.za 

SPAIN - ESPAGNE - ESPAÑA 

Ms Monica Brun 
Market Analyst 
Trade Commission – Embassy of Spain 
Suite 408  
203 New South Head Road 
EDGECLIFF NSW 2027 
AUSTRALIA 
Phone: +61 2 9362 4212 
Fax: +61 2 9362 4057 
Email: mbrun@mcx.es 

SUDAN - SOUDAN - SUDÁN 

Mr Mirghani Hassan Abdalla Omer 
Director of International Relations Department 
Ministry of Animal Resources and Fisheries 
PO Box 293 
KHARTOUM SOUTH  
SUDAN 
Phone: +249 83 476215 
Fax: +249 8347 4961 
Email: mhasanao@hotmail.com  

Ms Nabawia Mahjoub 
Director 
Ministry of Foreign Trade 
PO Box 194 
KHARTOUM 
SUDAN 
Phone: +249 183 772340 
Fax: +249 1837 73950 
Email: nmahjoub7@yahoo.com  

SWEDEN - SUÈDE - SUECIA 

Ms Ylva Norén 
Senior Administrative Officer 
Ministry of Agriculture 
STOCKHOLM S-103 33 
SWEDEN  
Phone: +46 8 405 1106 
Fax: +46 8 20 6496 
Email: ylva.noren@agriculture.ministry.se  

Mr Lars Croon 
Chief Government Inspector 
National Food Administration 
PO Box 622 
UPPSALA SE 751 26 
SWEDEN 
Phone: +46 18 175 564 
Fax: +46 18 105 848 
Email: lbcr@slv.se  

SWITZERLAND - SUISSE - SUIZA 

Dr Jürg Rüfenacht 
Head International Trade 
Federal Veterinary Office 
Schwarzenburgstrasse 155 
BERN 3097 
SWITZERLAND 
Phone: + 41 31 323 83 47 
Fax: + 41 31 323 86 56 
Email: juerg.ruefenacht@bvet.admin.ch 

Dr Jean Vignal 
Regulatory Affairs 
NESTEC SA 
Avenue H. Nestlé, 55 
VEVEY 1800 
SWITZERLAND 
Phone: + 41 21 924 3501 
Fax: + 41 21 924 45 47 
Email: jean.vignal@nestle.com 
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THAILAND - THAÏLANDE - TAILANDIA 

Dr Jirawan Yamprayoon 
Deputy Director-General of Department of Fisheries 
Department of Fisheries 
Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives 
THAILAND 
Phone: + 662 562 0525 / 6620600-15 Ext 3207 
Fax: +662 562 0561 
Email: jirawany@fisheries.go.th  

Ms Usa Bamrungbheut 
Standards Officer 
Office of Commodity and Systems Standards 
National Bureau of Agricultural Commodity and Food 
Standards 
BANGKOK 10200 
THAILAND 
Phone: +662 283 1600 Ext 1184 
Fax: +66 280 3899 
Email: usa@acfs.go.th / usa_bam@hotmail.com  

Dr Ronachai Juangphanich 
Director of Livestock Standards Division 
Bureau of Livestock Development 
Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives 
Phaya Thai Rd, Rajathevee 
BANGKOK 10400 
THAILAND 
Phone: +66 2 653 4444 Ext. 3141-42 
Fax: +66 2 653 4444 Ext. 3143 
Email: dr_juang@yahoo.com  

Ms Daranee Mukhajonpun 
Senior Expert in Food Safety and Consumption 
Food and Drug Administration 
Ministry of Public Health  
Tiwanon Road 
NONTHABURI 11000 
THAILAND 
Phone: +662 5907153 
Fax: +662 5918460 
Email: daraneem@fda.moph.go.th 

Ms Vimonrat Premsiri 
Technician 
The Federation of Thai Industries 
Food Processing Industry Club 
Queen Sirikit National Convention Centre 
Zone C, 4th Floor 
60 New Rachadapisek Road 
Klongtoey 
BANGKOK 10110 
THAILAND 
Phone: +662 345 1167 
Fax: +662 345 1281 
Email: vimonrat_pan@yahoo.com 

Mr Rungroj Rungrojsakhon 
Director 
Thai Frozen Foods Association 
92 16th Floor 
Sathorn Thani 
North Sathorn Road 
Silom  
BANGKOK 10500 
THAILAND 
Phone: +662 235 5622-4 
Fax: +662 2 235 5625 
Email: rungroj@ufp.co.th 

Dr Surmsuk Salakpetch 
Director 
Chanthaburi Horticultural Research Center 
Department of Agriculture 
Khlung 
CHANTHABURI 
THAILAND 
Phone: +66 3939 7030 
Fax: +66 3939 7236 
Email: ssalakpetch@gmail.com 

Ms Oratai Silapanapaporn 
Director 
Office of Commodity and System Standards 
National Bureau of Agricultural Commodity and Food 
Standards 
Rajadamnern Nok. Ave 
Bangkok 
THAILAND 
Phone: + 662 283 1670 
Fax: + 662 280 3899 
E-mail: codex@acfs.go.th / oratai@acfs.go.th  

Ms Malinee Subvanich 
General Secretary 
Thai Food Processors Association 
170/21-22 9th Floor, Ocean Tower 1 Building 
New Ratchadaphisek Road, Klongtoey 
BANGKOK 10110 
THAILAND 
Phone: +66 2 261 26846 
Fax: +66 2 261 29967 
Email: thaifood@thaifood.org 

Ms Satis Tresatayawed 
Director of Import and Export Inspection Division 
Food and Drug Administration 
Ministry of Public Health 
Tiwanon Road 
NONTHABURI 11000 
THAILAND 
Phone: +662 5907364 
Fax: +662 5918477 
Email: satis@fda.moph.go.th 

TONGA 

Dr Viliami T Manu 
Director  
Research and Extension Division 
Ministry of Agriculture, Food, Forests and Fisheries 
PO Box 14 
NUKU’ALOFA 
TONGA 
Phone: +676 37474 
Fax: +676 24271 
Email: mafsoils@kalianet.to 

UNITED REPUPLIC OF TANZANIA - RÉPUBLIQUE-
UNIE DE TANZANIE - REPÚBLICA UNIDA DE 
TANZANÍA 

Ms Rehema Futo Shemhina 
Environmental Health Officer 
Tanzanian Food and Drugs Authority 
Box 77150 
DAR-ES-SALAAM 
UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA 
Phone: +255 22 245 0512 
Fax: +255 22 245 0793 
Email: rehema.shemhina@tfda.or.tz  
rehemas@hotmail.com  
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - ÉTATS-UNIS 
D’AMÉRIQUE - ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMÉRICA 

Dr Catherine W. Carnevale, V.M.D. 
Center for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition 
U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
5100 Paint Branch Pkwy – HFS-550 
College Park, MD  20740 
Phone: +1 301 436-1723 
Fax: +1 301 436 2618 
Email: Catherine.Carnevale@fda.hhs.gov 

Ms Eileen Hill 
International Trade Administration 
U.S. Department of Commerce 
1401 Constitution Ave., NW 
Washington, D.C. 20230 
Phone: +1 202 482-5276 
Fax: +1 202 482 5939 
Email: Eileen_Hill@ita.doc.gov 

Mr Donald Hodgen 
International Trade Administration 
U.S. Department of Commerce 
1401 Constitution Ave., NW 
Washington, D.C. 20230 
Phone: +1 202 482-3346 
Fax: +1 202 482 3981 
Email: Donald_A_hodgen@ita.doc.gov 

Ms Edith Kennard 
U.S. Codex Office 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW 
Room 4861 South Bldg 
Washington, D.C.  20250 
Phone: +1 202 690-4042 
Fax:+1 202 720 3157 
Email: Edith.Kennard@fsis.usda.gov 

Ms Mary Stanley 
Food Safety and Inspection Service 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
1400 Independence Ave, SW 
Washington, DC  20250 
Phone: +1 202 720-0287 
Fax: +1 202 720 6050 
Email: Mary.Stanley@fsis.usda.gov 

Ms Audrey Talley 
Foreign Agricultural Service 
Office of Scientific and Technical Affairs 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
1400 Independence Ave., SW 
Washington, D.C., 20250 
Phone: +1 202 720-9408 
Fax: +1 202 690 0677 
Email: Audrey.Talley@fas.usda.gov  

Dr H. Michael Wehr 
Centre for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition 
U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
5100 Paint Branch Pkwy – HFS-550 
College Park, MD  20740 
Phone: +1 301 436-1724 
Fax: +1 301 436 2618 
Email: Michael.wehr@fda.hhs.gov 

Ms Jane Earley 
Early and White Consulting Group, LLC 
1737 King St., Suite 330 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
Phone: +1 703 739-9090 x121 
Fax: +1 703 739 9098 
Email: jearley@eandwconsulting.com 

Ms Phyllis Marquitz 
National Cattlemen’s Beef Association 
1301 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, D.C. 20004 
Phone: +1 202 347-0228 
Fax: +1 202 638 0607 
Email: pmarquitz@beef.org 

VANUATU 

Mr Tekon Timothy Tumukon 
Principal Plant Protection Officer 
Department of Livestock and Quarantine 
Private Mail Bag 9095 
PORT VILA 
VANUATU 
Phone: + 678 23519 
Fax: +678 23185 
Email: vqisvila@vanuatu.com.vu  

VIETNAM 

Ms Ha Nguyen Thi Minh 
Deputy Director 
Vietnam Codex Contact Point 
Vietnam National Codex Committee 
70 Tran Hung Dao Street 
HA NOI 844 
VIETNAM 
Phone: + 84 4 942 8030 
Fax: + 84 4 822 2520 
Email: nguyen_thi_minh_ha@yahoo.com 
codex@tcvn.gov.vn  

Ms Chi Tran Thi Ha 
Deputy Head of Food Inspection Department 
Quality Assurance & Testing Centre 3 
49 Pasteur Street District 1 
HOCHIMINH CITY 84 
VIETNAM 
Phone: +84 8 821 1109 
Fax: +84 8 821 2609 
Email: nv-3@quatest3.com.vn 

ZAMBIA - ZAMBIE 

Mr Delphin Kinkese 
Chief Policy Analyst 
Food Safety & Cosmetics 
Ministry of Health 
PO Box 30205 
LUSAKA 
ZAMBIA 
Phone: +260 977 395 296 
Fax: +260 211 253 344 
Email: dmkinese@moh.gov.zm  
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ZIMBABWE 

Mr Bloodwell Tichatama Rusike 
National Environmental Health Officer 
Ministry of Health and Child Welfare 
PO Box CY1122 
Causeway 
HARARE 
ZIMBABWE 
Phone: +263 479 2983 
Fax: +263 470 2638 
Email: tichatama@yahoo.com 

INTERNATIONAL GOVERNMENTAL 
ORGANISATIONS - ORGANISATIONS 
GOUVERNEMENTALES INTERNATIONALES - 
ORGANIZACIONES GUBERNAMENTALES 
INTERNACIONALES 

AFRICAN UNION 

Dr Yemi Akinbamijo 
Director 
African Union Interafrican Phytosanitary Council 
BP 4170 
Nlongkak 
YAOUNDE  
CAMEROON 
Phone: +237 222 11969 
Fax: +237 222 11967 
Email: akinbamijo@yahoo.com 

WORLD ORGANISATION FOR ANIMAL 
HEALTH (OIE) - ORGANISATION MONDIALE DE LA 
SANTÉ ANIMALE - ORGANIZACIÓN MUNDIAL DE 
SANIDAD ANIMAL 

Dr David Wilson 
Technical Consultant 
World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) 
5 Peeler Place 
GOWRIE ACT  2904 
AUSTRALIA 
Phone: +61 4 2031 9324 
Email: david.wilson@oie.int  

INTERNATIONAL NON-GOVERNMENT 
ORGANISATIONS - ORGANISATIONS NON-
GOUVERNEMENTALES INTERNACIONALES - 
ORGANIZACIONES INTERNACIONALES NO 
GUBERNAMENTALES 

INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF GROCERY 
MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION (ICGMA) - 
CONSEJO INTERNACIONAL DE ASOCIACIONES DE 
ASOCIACIONES DEFABRICANTES DE 
COMESTIBLES 

Mr Kim Leighton 
Director, Food Policy & Regulation 
Australian Food and Grocery Council 
Locked Bag 1 
Kingston  ACT  2604 
AUSTRALIA 
Phone: +61 2 6273 1466 
Fax: +61 2 6273 1477 
Email: kim.leighton@afgc.org.au  

Ms Peggy Rochette 
Sr. Director International Affairs 
Grocery Manufacturers Association/ 
Food Products Association 
1350 I Street NW 
WASHINGTON 20005 
USA 
Phone: +202 639-5921 
Fax: +202 639-5991 
Email: prochette@fpa-food.org  

INTERNATIONAL DAIRY FEDERATION (IDF) - 
FÉDÉRATION INTERNATIONALE DE LAITERIE – 
FEDERATIÓN INTERNACIONAL DE LECHERÍA 

Ms Diane D. Lewis 
Vice President 
Market Access and Regulatory Affairs 
US Dairy Export Council 
Suite 400 
2101 Wilson Boulevard 
VA 22201-3367  
ARLINGTON 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
Phone: +1 703 528 3049 
Fax: +1 703 528 3705 
Email: DLewis@usdec.org 

INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCERS (IFAP) - FÉDÉRATION 
INTERNATIONALE DES PRODUCTEURS AGRICOLES 
– FEDERATIÓN INTERNACIONAL DE 
PRODUCTORES AGRÍCOLAS 

Ms Fhumulani Mathildah Mashau 
SACAU Regional Standards Coordinator 
International Federation of Agricultural Producers 
60 rue St Lazare 
75009 PARIS 
FRANCE 
Phone: +33 1 45 260553 
Fax: +33 1 48 74 7212 
Email: fmashau@sacau.org 

CODEX SECRETARIAT - SECRÉTARIAT DU CODEX - 
SECRETARÍA DEL CODEX 

Mr Tom Heilandt 
Senior Food Standards Officer 
Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme 
Food and Agriculture Organisation 
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla 
ROME 00153 
ITALY 
Phone: +39 06 570 54384 
Fax: +39 06 570 54593 
Email: tom.heilandt@fao.org 

Ms Annamaria Bruno 
Food Standards Officer 
Food and Nutrition Division 
Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme 
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla 
00153 ROME 
ITALY 
Phone: +39 06 5705 6254 
Fax: +39 06 5705 4593 
Email: annamaria.bruno@fao.org 
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AUSTRALIAN SECRETARIAT – SECRÉTARIAT 
AUSTRALIENNE - SECRETARÍA AUSTRALIANA 

Ms Ann Backhouse 
Manager 
Codex Australia 
Product Safety and Integrity Branch 
Australian Government Department of Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Forestry 
GPO Box 858 
Canberra ACT 2601 
AUSTRALIA 
Phone: +61 2 6272 5692 
Fax: +61 2 6272 3103 
Email: ann.backhouse@daff.gov.au 

Ms Suzanne Blake 
Acting Assistant Manager 
Codex Australia 
Product Safety and Integrity Branch 
Australian Government Department of Agriculture, Fisheries 
& Forestry 
GPO BOX 858 
Canberra ACT 2601 
AUSTRALIA 
Phone: +61 2 6272 5112 
Fax: +61 2 6272 3103 
Email: suzanne.blake@daff.gov.au 

Ms Rebecca Lathbury 
Communications Officer 
Codex Australia 
Product Safety and Integrity Branch 
Australian Government Department of Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Forestry 
GPO Box 858 
Canberra ACT 2601 
AUSTRALIA 
Phone: +61 2 6272 4542 
Fax: +61 2 6272 3103 
Email: rebecca.lathbury@daff.gov.au 

Ms Eles Parancin 
Executive Assistant 
Exports Division 
Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service Australian 
Government Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Forestry 
GPO Box 858 
Canberra ACT 2601 
AUSTRALIA 
Phone: +61 2 6272 4461 
Fax: +61 2 6272 4112 
Email: eles.parancin@aqis.gov.au 
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Appendix II 

PROPOSED DRAFT APPENDIX TO THE GUIDELINES ON THE JUDGEMENT OF 
EQUIVALENCE OF SANITARY MEASURES ASSOCIATED WITH FOOD INSPECTION AND 

CERTIFICATION (N04-2004) 

(At Steps 5/8 of the Elaboration Procedure) 

ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE TO ASSIST EXPORTING AND IMPORTING COUNTRIES IN 
UNDERTAKING AN EQUIVALENCE DETERMINATION OF SANITARY MEASURES 

 

1. This Appendix relates to the equivalence determination of sanitary measures associated with a food 
inspection and certification system and clarifies certain aspects of the Guidelines on the Judgement of 
Equivalence of Sanitary Measures Associated with Food Inspection and Certification (CAC/GL 53-2003 
referred to below as “the Guidelines”). 

PRELIMINARY CONSIDERATIONS RELATING TO UNDERTAKING AN EQUIVALENCE 
DETERMINATION 

2. There is a broad spectrum of circumstances where an exporting country may wish to seek an 
equivalence determination with an importing country. While each circumstance will likely need to be 
considered on a case-by-case basis, it can vary from seeking equivalence for a set of sanitary measures 
making up a food control system associated with a certain type of food or group of foods (e.g. dairy 
products) to seeking equivalence for a sanitary measure (e.g. analytical method).  

3. Factors that may facilitate the equivalence determination of sanitary measures could include the 
following: 

a) The experience, knowledge and confidence the importing country has with the exporting 
country’s food control system (see paragraphs 9 to 14 below); 

b) The prior history in food trade between the importing and exporting countries; 

c) The level of compliance of the exporting country’s food products with the importing country’s 
requirements; 

d) The level of cooperation that exists between the food safety competent authorities of the 
importing and exporting countries; 

e) The extent to which importing and exporting countries’ food control systems are similar (e.g., 
the similarity of food laws and regulations, the capabilities of professional staff and laboratories, 
the similarity of inspection and monitoring programs);   

f) Being well prepared to undertake an equivalence determination, including that the importing 
and exporting countries have access to the necessary resources such as the scientific and 
technical capabilities; 

g) Consideration of the relevance of any previous equivalence determinations made by the 
importing country.  

Preparatory steps to undertaking an equivalence determination 

4. Preparatory steps, that should be considered include:  

a) The exporting country considering the benefits and cost/resource implications of an equivalence 
determination in comparison to other arrangements that meet the same outcome; 
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b) As appropriate, taking into account the considerations relating to setting priorities  contained in 
Section 5 Paragraph 9, “Considerations before entering into bilateral or multilateral 
discussions”,  of the Guidelines for the Development of Equivalence Agreements Regarding 
Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification Systems (CAC/GL 34-1999); 

c)  Whether the importing and exporting countries have  access to the necessary scientific and 
technical resources to carry out an equivalence determination, recognizing that a proposal for 
equivalence will need to be  well considered and documented;   

d) Where appropriate the importing and exporting country should at an early stage in the 
equivalence determination process develop a plan containing objectives, milestones, timelines 
and/or expected outcomes. 

GUIDANCE ON UNDERTAKING AN EQUIVALENCE DETERMINATION 

Scoping the equivalence determination 

5. The exporting country should appropriately scope the request for an equivalence determination by 
identifying the sanitary measures and food commodity combination to be submitted for consideration. 

6.  The exporting country must decide on which of the importing country’s measures it will meet by 
compliance and for which measures it will seek equivalence.  

7. In some situations it will be clear as to the specific measure or group of measures that are the subject 
of the equivalence determination. 

8. In other situations the scope of the equivalence determination may not be clear and categorization of 
sanitary measures as referred to in paragraphs 13 and 14 of the Guidelines may assist in determining the 
scope of the equivalence determination. Specifically, categorisation may assist with organising sanitary 
measures, carrying out side-by-side comparisons of those measures where appropriate, and identifying which 
measures will be the subject of the equivalence determination. 

Experience, knowledge and confidence 

9. The following section expands on information presented in paragraph 10-12 of the Guidelines and 
provides additional guidance relating to what constitutes experience, knowledge and confidence.  

10. Experience, knowledge and confidence in an exporting country’s food inspection and certification 
system by an importing country includes the history of food trade between the two countries and the history 
of compliance of foods with the importing country’s requirements, particularly the food products involved in 
the equivalence determination. Other examples that may inform the importing country’s experience, 
knowledge and confidence could include: 

a) General knowledge of the exporting country’s food control system which may be demonstrated 
by, among other things, a side by side comparison;  

b) Results of audits/inspections/field examinations by the importing country, exporting country, 
other countries, or other officially recognized third party organizations;  

c) Knowledge of the exporting country’s application and implementation of the risk analysis 
principles in their food control system;  

d) Point of entry inspection and test results, including records of import rejections and alerts by the 
importing country as well as from other trading partners;  

e) Agreements the importing country may already have with the exporting country, including 
equivalence agreements;  

f) Bilateral or multilateral agreements on recognition of equivalence that either importing or 
exporting countries may have with other countries;  

g) Impact on food control systems as a consequence of organisational/structural/administrative 
changes in the exporting countries competent authority/ies;  



ALINORM 08/31/30 Appendix II 
 

 

31

h) Contingency plans for containing and mitigating the effects of food safety emergencies;  

i) Food borne disease surveillance data associated with the food product;   

j) The degree to which industry in the exporting country uses appropriate processing controls;  

k) Adequacy of the exporting country’s legislation and, as appropriate, quality control systems;  

l) Level/form of oversight of the food production system by the exporting country’s certifying 
authority;  

m) Acknowledgement and evaluation of pre-existing certification systems conducted or carried out 
by the exporting country; 

n) Any specific export control system in operation. 

11. The importing country can apply such experience, knowledge and confidence at any point throughout 
the equivalence determination process.  

12. Experience, knowledge and confidence may assist in facilitating familiarity with the information 
provided by the exporting country and therefore reduce the resources required to form a judgement of 
equivalence of the measures proposed.  

13. Situations where experience, knowledge and confidence can assist include: 

a) In making a decision  how to proceed with a request for a judgement of equivalence; 

b) In setting priorities, as may be appropriate (reference should also be made to Section 5, 
“Considerations Before Entering into Bilateral or Multilateral Discussions”, of the Codex 
Guidelines for the Development of Equivalence Agreements Regarding Food Import and Export 
Inspection and Certification Systems (CAC/GL 34-1999));  

c) In informing the process of comparing the exporting country’s relevant sanitary measures with 
the importing country’s sanitary measures; 

d) In reducing the number of sanitary measures that are to be the subject of a detailed examination;  

e) In reducing the extent of the scientific evidence required to determine equivalence. 

14. In applying experience, knowledge and confidence to a determination of equivalence, transparency is 
essential so that the use and application of this information is clear to all parties. 

Objective Basis of Comparison 

15. The following section expands on information presented in paragraphs 15 and 16 of the Guidelines 
and provides additional guidance relating to what constitutes the development of an objective basis of 
comparison.  

16. An objective basis of comparison is a tool that may be quantitative and/or qualitative in nature. The 
information in footnote 11 of the Guidelines is particularly relevant in explaining this point and provides 
some useful examples.  

17. Depending on the scope of the equivalence determination there may be more than one OBC. 

18. When developing OBC(s) the importing country should gather and assess scientific data and other 
information1  and enter into a dialogue with the exporting country to seek agreement on the OBC(s). The 
OBC development process should, as appropriate:  

a) Ensure sufficient data to provide valid support for conclusions; 

b) Ensure the adequacy and accuracy of the data; 

c) Utilize risk assessments, as available; and  

d) Ensure sufficient knowledge and technical expertise of the subject matter experts. 

                                                      
1  In the context of this appendix data is taken to mean both quantitative and qualitative data and other information. 
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Information and Documentation Contained in Submissions for Evaluation of a Request for an 
Equivalence Determination 

19. The following section provides additional guidance on what information should be contained in a 
country’s submission for an equivalence determination. 

20. Information and documentation required by the importing country should be confined to essential 
information that is related to the defined objective for the determination of equivalence. 

21. Requests for information from the importing country should be presented in a coordinated manner. 

22. Paragraphs 16-20 of Section 7 “Consultative process for equivalence agreements” of the Guidelines 
for the Development of Equivalence Agreements Regarding Food Import and Export Inspection and 
Certification Systems (CAC/GL 34-1999) provide guidance and the type of information that may need to be 
included in a submissions package. 

23. Before forwarding a submission package to the importing country, an exporting country should initiate 
an official request for the determination of equivalence, including identifying the food products or group of 
food products concerned, and have made appropriate contact with its counterpart in the importing country.  

24. The submission package should specify the measure(s) for which equivalence is sought.  

25.  It may often be the case that a submission package is done in steps. For example the exporting country 
provides the measures for which an equivalence determination is sought. The importing country then 
provides the OBC if required.  

26. Depending upon the nature of the OBC ( see the section on Objective Basis of Comparison in this 
appendix), exporting countries should provide the following information and data: 

a) For a qualitative OBC, references to pertinent scientific information should be provided. The 
submission package should also contain a written analysis by the exporting country’s subject 
matter experts explaining how they arrived at their conclusion that the exporting country’s 
measures are equivalent to the importing country’s measures.  

b) For a quantitative OBC, the submission package should include: the data used to assess the 
equivalence of the measure; the methodology used to obtain the data; the methodology used to 
assess the data including, as appropriate, the risk assessment models employed, and the 
assumptions made and the nature and extent of uncertainty of the findings. The submission 
package should also contain a written analysis that clearly shows how the exporting country 
arrived at the conclusion that its measure(s) are equivalent to the importing country’s 
measure(s).   

Details on Judgement of Equivalence  

27. The following expands on Sections 7 and 8 of the Guidelines. 

28. In the process of judging equivalence the importing country should focus on those measures or groups 
of measures which the exporting country and importing country have mutually agreed will be the subject of 
the equivalence determination. 

29. Ongoing communication between the importing and exporting countries may assist with the 
judgement of equivalence process to, among other things, clarify technical points and respond to the need for 
additional information. 

30. Importing countries may undertake to judge equivalence based only on a review of the data and 
information. Subject matter experts in the importing country may also be utilised especially in reviewing the 
conclusions of the exporting country. 

31. Throughout the process of judgement and at the earliest opportunity the importing country should consult 
the exporting country if preliminary assessment indicates that the application is likely to be unsuccessful. 
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32. A favourable decision regarding the judgement of equivalence  based on the assessment of available 
information taking into account experience, knowledge and confidence can be made at  any point in the 
process including: 

a) At initial contact by the exporting country; 

b) Following review of the submission  package by the importing country, including the opinions 
of subject experts where necessary; 

c) Following an assessment based on an objective basis of comparison. 

d) Following an assessment of the information gathered during onsite visits by the importing 
country; 

e) Following the resolution of outstanding issues. 

33. Within a reasonable period of time the importing country should provide to the exporting country a 
written report as to whether or not equivalence has been found. Where equivalence is not found, the 
reasoning for this should be given to the exporting country and should be included in the written report with 
suggestions for solutions where possible. 

Use of On-site visits 

34.  To complement the documentary review by the importing country, the use of on-site visits may be 
beneficial in clarifying information provided by the exporting country.  The rationale for on-site visits related 
to the determination of equivalence may include:  

a) To help clarify information provided by the exporting country relevant to its sanitary measures 
subject to the equivalence determination; 

b) To gather additional information on the exporting country’s proposed measures that may be 
required by the importing country to undertake a judgement of equivalence; 

c) To improve knowledge and confidence in the exporting country’s food control system.  

35. In preparing for an on-site visit, both the importing and exporting country should consider: 

a) The development of a protocol for the on-site visit. 

b) Limiting the scope of on-site visits to the food product or group of food products and the 
associated sanitary measures that are the subject of the equivalence determination  

Provision of Technical Assistance 

36. The following expands on paragraph 7 (n) of the Guidelines the principle relating to technical 
assistance, and provides additional guidance relating to the provision of technical assistance. It is possible 
that technical assistance may be needed by importing and exporting countries in carrying out equivalence 
determinations. 

37. Countries considering the need for technical assistance with respect to equivalence determinations or 
countries considering providing technical assistance, may wish to consider the following: 

a) Assistance in evaluating which measures would be the subject of an equivalence determination; 

b) Assistance with the preparation of documentation, including the submittal package; 

c) Assistance in undertaking necessary risk assessments; 

d) Assistance with data analysis;  

e) Assistance in assessing whether measures meet the importing country’s stated objective basis of 
comparison;  

f) Exchange of technical expertise between the importing and exporting countries; and 

g) Assistance in providing appropriate training programs.  
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Appendix III 

PROJECT DOCUMENT 

Proposal for New Work – Codex Committee on Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification 
Systems 

PROPOSAL TO DEVELOP PRINCIPLES AND GUIDELINES FOR THE CONDUCT OF 
FOREIGN ON-SITE AUDITS AND INSPECTIONS 

1. The purposes and scope of the proposed standard 

The purpose of the proposed standard would be to identify existing texts on the conduct of foreign on-site 
audits and inspections and to develop principles and guidelines for these activities. 

2. Its relevance and timeliness 

Foreign on-site audits and inspections are increasingly being used by importing countries to assess inspection 
and certification systems in exporting countries and reports of these evaluations are sometimes used by third 
countries to inform their own assessment of exporting country systems.  

The concept of foreign on-site audits and inspections to evaluate whether activities and related results 
comply with the objectives or associated technical or sanitary measures is mentioned in many adopted Codex 
texts, however internationally no guidance exists for the conduct of these types of on-site evaluations to 
ensure consistency of approach and transparency in application. 

3. The main aspects to be covered 

The development of principles and guidelines for the conduct of foreign on-site audits and inspections with 
reference to existing Codex texts and other international standards. The document will provide a consistent 
framework for the conduct of foreign on-site audits and inspections. 

4. An assessment against the Criteria for the Establishment of Work Priorities 

The proposal is consistent with the criteria as follows: 

General Criterion 

Consumer protection from the point of view of health, food safety, ensuring fair practice in food trade and 
taking into account the identified needs of developing countries: Given the importance and prominence of 
these importing country assessments in order to ensure consistency of approach, Codex development of 
principles and guidelines will contribute to the protection of consumers’ health and the promotion of fair 
practices in the food trade. 

Criteria applicable to general subjects 

(a) Diversification of national legislations and apparent resultant or potential impediments to international 
trade: Several countries or groups of countries have developed their own legislative frameworks regarding 
foreign on-site audits and inspections. The envisaged guidelines would provide essential guidance on the 
consistent conduct of foreign on-site audits and inspections to the benefit of both exporting and importing 
countries and international trade. The potential for diverse conduct of such evaluations may impede 
international trade. 

(b) Scope of work and establishment of priorities between the various sections of the work: The proposed 
Guidelines the Committee will identify the rationale (or objective) for conducting foreign on-site audits and 
inspections of food inspection and certification systems and the process and procedures to be agreed between 
the importing and exporting country before, during and after the evaluation has been conducted.  

(c) Work already undertaken by other international organizations in this field and/or suggested by the 
relevant international intergovernmental body(ies): In developing these guidelines CCFICS will take into 
consideration other international standards. 
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5. Relevance to Codex Strategic Objectives 

The proposal is consistent with: 

Goal 1: Promoting Sound Regulatory Frameworks (Activity 1.4: Review and development Codex standards 
and related texts for food inspection and certification, and methods of sampling and analysis) which states: 

• In strengthening the strategic focus of Codex in the development of risk-based, performance-based 
standards and related texts for broad application across a range of commodities, the CAC must give 
priority to establishing a coherent and integrated set of food standards covering the entire food chain. 
Such an approach can serve as a model for the members of CAC to pursue food regulatory systems 
that provide consumers with safe food and ensure fair practices in the food trade. 

This work also supports the premise in the Strategic Plan that successful negotiation of bilateral mutual 
recognition and equivalence of food control systems depends on the abilities of countries to assure each other 
of the integrity and international conformity of their regulatory systems. 

The work will benefit countries by providing them with the necessary tools and information to ensure that 
the assessment of their systems is consistent and transparent. 

6. Information on the relation between the proposal and other existing Codex documents 

CCFICS has already included provisions for the conduct of foreign on-site audits and inspections in several 
of its documents. To complement this work and assist in implementation of existing guidance there is a need 
to develop a document that will provide a framework for the conduct of these activities which in turn will 
improve their transparency. 

The concept of evaluating inspection and certification systems to determine whether activities and related 
results comply with the objectives or associated technical or sanitary measures is mentioned in many adopted 
Codex texts for example, Guidelines for Food Import Control Systems CAC/GL 47-2003), Guidelines for the 
Design, Operation, Assessment and Accreditation of Food Inspection and Certification Systems (CAC/GL 
26-1997), Guidelines for the Development of Equivalence Agreements Regarding Food Import and Export 
Inspection and Certification Systems (CAC/GL 34-1999), Guidelines on the Judgement of Equivalence of 
Sanitary Measures Associated with Food Inspection and Certification Systems (CAC/GL 53-2003) and the 
Principles and Guidelines for Imported Food Based on Risk (adopted in 2006).  

7. Identification of any requirement for and availability of expert scientific advice 

None required 

8. Identification of any need for technical input to the standard from external bodies so that this can be 
planned for 

None required 

9. The proposed timeline for completion of the new work, including the start date, the proposed date 
for adoption at Step 5, and the proposed date for adoption by the Commission; the time frame for 
developing a standard should not normally exceed five years 

Subject to Commission approval at its 31st session in 2008, it is expected that this work can be completed in 
four years with: 

• Consideration at Step 3 by CCFICS 17; 

• Consideration at Step 5 by CCFICS 18; and 

• Adoption of the proposed Guidelines by the Commission within 4 years. 
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Appendix IV 

RECOMMENDATIONS OF 16TH CCFICS TO THE 8TH CCMMP 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO PROPOSED DRAFT MODEL EXPORT CERTIFICATE FOR MILK AND MILK 
PRODUCTS 

Section GENERAL REMARKS CONCERNING THE PRODUCTION AND ISSUANCE OF 
CERTIFICATES 

To better align paragraph 12 with paragraph 22 of the Guidelines for Design, Production, Issuance and Use 
of Generic Official Certificates add the following at the end of the existing paragraph 12: 

 Certificates should be in a language or languages fully understood by the certifying officer in the 
exporting country, in transit countries where appropriate, by the receiving authority in the importing 
country or those countries in which the inspection of food takes place.  Where required the certificate 
can be accompanied by official translations. 

References to Guidelines for Design, Production, Issuance and Use of Generic Official Certificates 

Amend all references to the title of the Guidelines (Guidelines for Generic Official Certificate Formats and 
the Production and Issuance of Certificates (CAC/GL 38-2001)) to reflect the new title of the Guidelines 
(Guidelines for Design, Production, Issuance and Use of Generic Official Certificates). 

Section DEFINITION 

For consistency between the two texts the definitions section should be aligned with Section 3 – Definitions 
of the Guidelines for Design, Production, Issuance and Use of Generic Official Certificates, in particular the 
definitions of Certifying bodies, Certifying officers and Official certificates, and inclusion of a definition for 
Consignment. 

Section USE OF MODEL EXPORT CERTIFICATES FOR MILK AND MILK PRODUCTS 

In paragraph 14, modify the current text as follows: 

Page numbering should be used where the certificate occupies more than one sheet of paper. Add  a new 
sentence which reads  “For multiple page certificates the certifying officer should ensure that it is clear that 
the pages constitute a single certificate including official translation(s) when appropriate (e.g., each page is 
numbered with the same unique certificate number so as to indicate it is a particular page in a finite 
sequence).” 

Add wording (underlined) to the paragraph which aims to minimise the use of fraudulent certificates. 

Seal number(s), official stamp (official identifier of the competent authority) and signature should be 
applied in a manner that minimises the risk of fraud. 

Section I. DETAILS IDENTIFYING MILK AND MILK PRODUCTS 

Replace the paragraph Lot identification/Date code with the following paragraph: 

Identification  A description of the commodity and consignment to which the certificate uniquely relates, 
e.g., lot identifier or date coding, facilitating the traceability/product tracing of the product in the event of 
public health investigations and/or recalls. 

Section II. PROVENANCE OF MILK AND MILK PRODUCTS 

Modify as follows: 

Country of Dispatch For the purposes of the Model Export Certificate for Milk and Milk Products, the 
country of dispatch designates the name of the country of the competent authority which has the competence 
to verify and certify the conformity to the attestations.  A part of the country may be mentioned where this 
relates to specific attestations. 

MODEL EXPORT CERTIFICATE FOR MILK AND MILK PRODUCTS 

For consistency with the main document replace “Lot(s)” with “Identification”. 
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Appendix V 

PROJECT DOCUMENT 

Proposal for New Work – Codex Committee on Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification 
Systems 

PROPOSAL TO DEVELOP A GENERIC MODEL HEALTH CERTIFICATE 

1. The purposes and scope of the proposed standard 

The objective of the project is to develop an Annex to the Guidelines for Design, Production, Issuance and 
Use of Generic Official Certificates which would contain a generic model health certificate that may be 
applicable to all types of commodities. 

2. Relevance and timelines 

The Codex Alimentarius Commission adopted during its 30th Session a revised version of the Guidelines for 
Design, Production, Issuance and Use of Generic Official Certificates (CAC/GL 38-2001). This revision 
was initiated with the objective of clarifying the use of export certificates and simplifying their use by 
eliminating those attestations which were identified as redundant, unnecessarily burdensome or 
discriminatory. The logical complement to these Guidelines would be a generic model health certificate 
applicable to all food commodities. There is significant parallel work going on under the United Nations 
system (e.g. United Nations Centre for Trade Facilitation and Electronic Business – UN/CEFACT) and there 
is a need for this work to be appropriately incorporated and referenced to avoid duplication and to ensure 
consistency. 

The harmonization of a generic model health certificate at an international level would allow a reinforced 
cooperation and a better understanding between competent health authorities. It would make the reading of 
certificates easier, would standardize the interpretation of administrative information regarding the 
certificates. 

3. The main aspects to be covered 

The proposed generic model health certificate will focus on the data elements and their spatial layout in a 
paper certificate. Explanatory notes will be provided to clarify details on information for each field should 
the importing country consider it necessary. 

4. An assessment against the Criteria for the Establishment of Work Priorities 

The proposal is consistent with the criteria as follows: 

General criterion 

Consumer protection from the point of view of health, food safety, ensuring fair practice in food trade and 
taking into account the identified needs of developing countries: This work could improve protection against 
fraudulent practices and enhance consumer protection by harmonising the models used for health certificates 
thereby facilitating the clearance process. 

Criteria applicable to general subjects 

(a) Diversification of national legislations and apparent resultant or potential impediments to international 
trade: This work addresses the fact that a considerable number of models for health certificates have been 
developed by countries or groups of countries leading to impediment to international trade.  

(b) Scope of work and establishment of priorities between the various sections of the work: This work will 
complement the revised Codex Guidelines for Generic Official Certificate Formats and the Production and 
Issuance of Certificates, adopted by the 30th Session of the Codex Alimentarius Commission. 
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(c) Work already undertaken by other international organizations in this field and/or suggested by the 
relevant international intergovernmental body(ies): There is significant parallel work ongoing under the 
United Nations system (e.g. UN/CEFACT) and there is a need for this work to be appropriately incorporated 
and referenced to avoid duplication and to ensure consistency. This work will be developed in close 
cooperation with the relevant United Nations bodies, World Customs Organization and the World 
Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) to avoid contradictions, gaps and duplications. 

5. Relevance to Codex strategic objectives 

This proposal is consistent with: 

Goal 1: Promoting Sound Regulatory Frameworks (Activity 1.4: Review and development Codex standards 
and related texts for food inspection and certification, and methods of sampling and analysis). This work is 
consistent with the strategy of the Codex Alimentarius Commission regarding the periodic review and 
harmonisation of standards, taking into account the horizontal nature of the provisions foreseen, which 
would provide consistency across a wide range of products. 

In addition this work is in line with Goal 4: Promoting cooperation between Codex and other relevant 
international organisations. 

6. Information on the relation between the proposal and other existing Codex documents 

This new work is proposed to be an Annex to the "Guidelines for Design, Production, Issuance and Use of 
Generic Official Certificates"(CAC/GL 38-2001)  .  

The Codex Committee on Fish and Fishery Products has developed a "Model Certificate for Fish and 
Fishery Products" (CAC/GL 48-2004) and the Codex Committee on Milk and Milk Products is currently 
developing a "Model Export Certificate for Milk and Milk Products", currently at Step 5 of the Codex 
Procedure. These model certificates currently only cover fishery and milk products and have not a 
harmonised approach and presentation.  

7. Identification of any requirement for and availability of expert scientific advice 

None required 

8. Identification of any need for technical input to the standard from external bodies 

Relevant United Nations bodies (e.g. UN/CEFACT), World Customs Organization and the World 
Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) 

9. The proposed time-line for completion the new work 

• Consideration of the draft proposal at Step 3 by CCFICS17. 

• Consideration of the proposal at Step 5 by CCFICS18. 

• Adoption of the standard by the CAC at Step 8: July 2010 (on the condition that the interval 
between CCFICS sessions is not modified). 

 


