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Comments submitted by Unites States of America (USA) 

Agenda Item 2: Matters referred to the Committee by the Codex Alimentarius Commission and/or its subsidiary 
bodies 

U.S. Comments: 

• The United States agrees with the CAC and CCEXEC recommendations. 

• The United States notes that proposals for evaluation of arsenic by JECFA can be considered under Agenda Item 
16 (JECFA Priority List), but proposals for new MLs would be considered under other agenda items. 

Agenda Item 6: Code of Practice for prevention and reduction of mycotoxin contamination in cassava and cassava-
based products (at Step 7)  

U.S. Comments: 

• The United States appreciates the work done by Nigeria, as Chair of the EWG, to finalize the COP. The United 
States supports final adoption by CAC46 (2023) and provides the following editorial comments.  
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22 Comment: 8-12 hours seems to contradict the last sentence in paragraph 20/22. The previous section 
states that the ideal time to store product before processing is 2-3 days. 
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33 Comment: Is washing mills typical? Flour mills are typically not cleaned with water. 

35 Comment: Is “monitoring” heating needed and what does that entail? Gari frying may decrease 
proliferation relative to the other processes, which don’t involve heating. 
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Agenda Item 12: Guidance on data analysis for development of maximum levels and for improved data collection 

U.S. Comments: 

• The United States appreciates the work done by the Chair (European Union) and Co-Chairs (Netherlands, Japan, 
United States) and supports this work moving forward to provide assistance to EWGs developing documents 
for CCCF. 

• The United States, as co-chair, chaired a virtual workgroup on data upload, data collection, data submission 
and extraction from GEMS Food database and prepared draft Section One. The United States also provided 
comments on draft Sections Two and Three. 

• Comments from the United States include the need to provide practical advice in the guidelines such as 
advice on the minimum number of samples needed to develop MLs and possible updates to the GEMS/Food 
database. 

Agenda Item 13: Forward work-plan for CCCF: Review of staple food-contaminant combinations for future work of 
CCCF 

U.S. Comments: 

• The United States appreciates the work by the Host Country, JECFA, and Codex Secretariats on the 
discussion paper and pilot project, which has initiated an important conversation about staple food-
contaminant combinations. 

• The United States believes that any further work should occur in an EWG or ISWG. If a member is willing to 
chair the work, we would not object to Option 2; however, CCCF should also consider the overall workload 
of the committee before starting new work. 

• The United States also does not object to Option 3 or Option 4, given that the Codex standards review trial 
process is also addressing staple foods. 
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Agenda Item 16: Priority list of contaminants for evaluation by JECFA 

1.1 Proposal for inclusion submitted by: USA 

1.2 Name of compound; chemical name(s): Thallium 

1.3 Identification of (additional) data (toxicology, metabolism, occurrence, food consumption) which could be provided 
to JECFA: 

Toxicology: U.S. National Toxicology Program (NTP) is currently conducting studies of thallium (I) sulfate, including 
dose range-finding studies and a 90-day study in rats and mice exposed via drinking water, as well as 14-day 
cardiovascular toxicity studies in rats. FDA is conducting a systematic review of thallium toxicology data to identify 
research gaps. 

Occurrence: FDA is planning analyses for thallium in brassica-containing foods, in baby foods and in Total Diet Study 
collections.  

1.4 List of countries where surveillance data are likely to be available, and if possible, name of contact person who could 
provide such data, including quality assurance information on the data:  

USA: Eileen Abt 

Canada: John Fields  

European Union: 

Adding thallium to the pulldown menu in GEMS/Food will support additional data collection. 

1.5 Timeline for data availability:  

Occurrence data and NTP data are expected in 2024.  

2.1 Whether or not the occurrence of the compound in commodities will have potential to cause public health and/or 
trade problems 

Thallium is both an acute and chronic toxicant, and thus a potential concern for public health. As testing increases, 
there may be trade problems if there is no international health-based guidance value. 

2.2 Whether or not commodities containing the compound are in international trade and represent a significant portion 
of the diet 

Thallium is known to be present in brassica vegetables, but the extent of contamination in the food supply is not 
known. 

2.3 Commitment that a dossier (as complete as possible) will be available for evaluation by the JECFA.  

Yes 

2.4.1 Consumer protection from the point of view of health, food safety, ensuring fair practices in the food trade 

Understanding the extent of occurrence, exposure, and risk from dietary exposure to thallium addresses an important 
data gap regarding food safety and public health concerns. 

2.4.2 The needs and concerns of developing countries 

Exposures to thallium may occur in developing and developed countries due to environmental presence. 

2.4.3 The diversity of national legislations and any apparent impediments to international trade 

There are no known national legislations or apparent impediments to international trade from this work. 

2.4.4 Work already undertaken by other international organisations 

EFSA. 2020. Review of potentially toxic rare earth elements, thallium and tellurium in plant-based foods. EFSA journal. 

EFSA. 2022. Risk assessment of rare earth elements, antimony, barium, boron, lithium, tellurium, thallium and 
vanadium in teas. EFSA journal.  
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2.4.5 The prospect of completing the work in a reasonable period of time 

It is anticipated that the risk assessment can be completed in a reasonable time period. 

2.4.6 The impact on international trade (i.e. magnitude of the problem in international trade) 

The extent of thallium contamination in foods in international trade is not known. Adding thallium to the priority list 
will increase our understanding of thallium occurrence in foods worldwide. Submission of information on sources of 
thallium could also help address, in the future, any mitigation measures to reduce barriers to trade. 

2.4.7 Compliance with the Codex Alimentarius Commission’s Strategic Plan1 and its relevant plans of work 

The addition of thallium to the JECFA priority list supports Goal 1 of the strategic plan to “establish international food 
standards that address current and emerging food issues.” 

2.4.8 The quality, quantity, adequacy, and availability of data pertinent to performing a risk assessment, including data 
from developing countries 

Although sufficient data are not yet available, adding thallium to the priority list may lead to collection of additional 
occurrence data and development of toxicology studies. 

2.4.9 Compliance with CCCF’s Terms of Reference1  

Yes 

2.4.10 Compliance with JECFA’s Terms of Reference2 

Yes 

2.5 Additional data/information to complement what is provided in this template: Note that this point does not replace 
the submission of the template through the OCS. This point is complementary to the data/information provided in 
points 1 – 2.4.  

Thallium (I) sulfate 16019 (nih.gov) 

Thallium | Toxicological Profile | ATSDR (cdc.gov) 

EPA (2009) Toxicology Review of Thallium Compounds 

EPA (2012) Provisional Peer-Reviewed Toxicity Values (PPRTV) 

 

 

https://ntp.niehs.nih.gov/whatwestudy/testpgm/status/ts-16019.html
https://wwwn.cdc.gov/TSP/ToxProfiles/ToxProfiles.aspx?id=309&tid=49
https://iris.epa.gov/static/pdfs/1012tr.pdf
https://iris.epa.gov/static/pdfs/1012tr.pdf
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