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Codex members and observers wishing to submit comments on the recommendations in paragraph 21  
should do so as instructed in CL 2024/46-PR available on the Codex webpage1 

1 BACKGROUND 

1. At the 54th Session of the Codex Committee on Pesticide Residues (CCPR54, 2023), the chair of the Electronic 
Working Group (EWG) on unsupported compounds proposed an approach for the management of unsupported 
compounds including options for efficient data support that could be addressed by Codex, FAO/WHO, the Joint 
FAO/WHO Meeting on Pesticide Residues (JMPR), governments, industry, and other relevant stakeholders to 
further assist countries in implementing the proposed management approach, and the establishment of an EWG 
to implement the management approach. 

2. Noting support for the proposals, the CCPR54 agreed to: 

i. adopt the management approach for internal use by CCPR; 

ii. publish the options for data support as an information document on the Codex webpage; and 

iii. establish an EWG on Unsupported Compounds Without Public Health Concern Scheduled For Periodic Review 
chaired by Chile, and co-chaired by Ecuador, India, and Kenya, with the following Terms of Reference (ToRs): 

a. to implement the management procedure for unsupported compounds without health concerns for 
periodic review; 

b. to consider the unsupported compound identified under the priority list in the implementation of the 
management procedure; 

c. to coordinate with the Chairs of the EWGs on Priorities and the Database on National Registrations of 
Pesticides, respectively, on the identification of other possible unsupported compounds in accordance 
with the management procedure; and 

iv. based on the above considerations to present the outcomes of the actions made for consideration by CCPR55.2 

                                                 
1  Codex webpage/Circular Letters:  

http://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/resources/circular-letters/en/. 
Codex webpage/CCPR/Circular Letters:  
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/committees/committee/related-circular-letters/en/?committee=CCPR  

2  REP23/PR54, para. 220-226 

http://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/resources/circular-letters/en/
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/committees/committee/related-circular-letters/en/?committee=CCPR
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3. According to point (b) of the ToR, and based on the outcomes of the discussion on Codex schedules and priority 
lists of pesticides for evaluation by JMP0R, the Chair of the EWG on Priorities advised CCPR as follows: 

i. The following compounds from previous schedules of periodic reviews were not evaluated by JMPR and 
appears to be unsupported: amitraz (122), dinocap (87), methamidophos (100), bitertanol (144) and fenthion 
(39) and parathion-methyl (59). 

ii. A member had advised that amitraz had dual uses and should be considered by the EWG on Coordination of 
Work between CCPR and the Codex Committee on Residues of Veterinary Drugs in Foods (CCRVDF). 

iii. The list of unsupported compounds mentioned in point (i) be forwarded to the EWG on Unsupported 
Compounds as a future work program. 

iv. JMPR advice on methamidophos (100) and dinocap (87) cautioned of potential problems for trade and 
implementation of CXLs for acephate (95) and meptyldinocap (244) if CXLs for methamidophos (100) and 
dinocap (87) were removed. The EWG on Unsupported Compounds should consider these impacts and make 
recommendations to CCPR.  

4. CCPR55 agreed to forward these proposals for consideration by the EWG on Unsupported Compounds.3 

2 WORK PROCESS 

5. The EWG was joined by several member countries, observer organizations and a Member Organization. The list 
of participants is presented in Appendix I.  

6. A working document was prepared providing detailed information on amitraz (122), dinocap (87), 
methamidophos (100), bitertanol (144), fenthion (39) and parathion-methyl (59) which included:  

 MRLs in force as of October 2023 according to the Codex Database for Pesticides.  

 Records and details of previous periodic reviews based on JMPR reports.  

 Situation of support of the compounds and their respective Codex maximum residue limits (CXLs) based on 
CCPR reports and related working papers issued on Codex schedules and priority lists of pesticides. 

 National registration status based on working papers issued in relation to national registration of pesticides 
and additional data/information available from the public domain. 

 Where applicable, background information was provided regarding specific situations based on data/ 
information available from the public domain (e.g., amitraz dual uses and the possible repercussions of the 
withdrawal of the MRLs of methamidophos and dinocap on the compounds acephate and meptyldinocap 
respectively. 

7. The EWG were requested to submit comments to in line with the approach agreed by CCPR55 for internal use as 
described in REP23/PR54, Appendix XII – Management of unsupported compounds without public health 
concern scheduled for periodic issue, specifically, paragraphs 5 and 6:  

“5. Member states that notice that the Codex maximum residue limits (CXLs) for a compound are not supported 
and the country itself is not in a position to generate the data, should communicate such concern to the Chair 
of the EWG on Unsupported Compounds in response to the Circular Letter that the Chair of the EWG on Priorities 
issue in September each year, which includes, among others, Tables 2A and 2B. (Amitraz, dinocap, 
methamidophos, bitertanol, fenthion, and parathion methyl)” 

“6. In said communication, the member state must provide detailed information about which CXLs it is 
interested in supporting, as well as information on national register status, the surface (ha) of the crop treated 
with the pesticide, international trade data or others (e.g., availability of the alternatives etc.) that justify the 
efforts to generate data.“ 

8. Additionally, members and observers of the EWG were requested to submit comments on the best course of 
action regarding amitraz, methamidophos/acephate and dinocap/meptyldinocap cases based on the 
background provided, to recommend to CCPR 55 

                                                 
3  REP23/PR54, paras. 243-247 
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9. Comments were received from Uruguay and Germany. 

3 KEY POINTS OF DISCUSSIONS 

3.1 Concerns Received Over Possible Revocation of CXLs 

10. According to ToR (b), the EWG should consider the unsupported compounds identified under the priority list, 
amitraz (122), dinocap (87), methamidophos (100), bitertanol (144), fenthion (39) and parathion-methyl (59) in 
the implementation of the management procedure. 

11. According to the agreed approach, member countries that notice that the CXLs for a given compound are not 
supported by the manufacturer, and the country itself is not in a position to generate the necessary data, should 
communicate such concern to the Chair of the EWG on Unsupported Compounds in response to the Circular 
Letter (CL) that the Chair of the EWG on Priorities issue each year, which includes, among others, Tables 2A 
(pesticides scheduled for periodic review) and 2B (pesticides that have been last evaluated 15 years ago or more 
but not yet scheduled for periodic review), and in reply to this CL, the member country should provide detailed 
information about which CXLs the country is interested in supporting, as well as information on national 
registration status, the surface (ha) of the crop treated with the pesticide, international trade data or others (e.g., 
availability of the alternatives etc.) that justify the efforts to generate data.  

12. For this exercise, the Chair of the EWG on Unsupported Compounds did not receive any expression of concern 
about the possible revocation of the CXLs of the indicated compounds nor requests for data generation support. 

3.2 Amitraz 

13. Regarding amitraz, one member reported that the compound had dual uses and should be considered by the 
EWG on Coordination of Work between CCPR and CCRVDF. 

14. The EWG received a comment that amitraz met the requirements to be considered as a dual use compound but 
did not express any concern about the lack of support for the compound. 

15. Nevertheless, the EWG was provided with the following information: 

 CCRVDF has not established MRLs for amitraz according to the Codex Database on MRLs for Veterinary Drugs 
in Foods.4 

 Apparently, the compound is not scheduled to be evaluated by JECFA in the short or medium term. 

 Amitraz has veterinary use to control external parasites in domestic animals, however it is also used as a 
miticide to control varroa in beehives. Because of this, there would be some concerns regarding setting an 
MRL for honey. 

3.3 Potential problems for trade and implementation of CXLs for meptyldinocap (244) if CXLs for dinocap (87) were 
removed 

16. If CXLs for dinocap are to be revoked, the issue would be whether use of meptyldinocap can result in detections 
of dinocap, which may have trade impacts. For dinocap, the impact would be on the existing CXLs for 
meptyldinocap. Most of CXLs for meptyldinocap will no longer be supported if dinocap is removed from the 
Codex list since the CXLs for meptyldinocap have been set based on the studies of dinocap.  

17. A member suggested to delete all dinocap CXLs. The residue definition for MRL differs in so far that dinocap 
covers also dinocap phenols but in both cases all dinocap isomers should be analysed. Under the assumption 
above, there is no need to have dinocap CXLs in place since methyl-dinocap has its own CXLs. The fact that CXLs 
for methyl-dinocap have been set on the basis of dinocap is a mistake, meaning that the CXLs are too high but 
do not hinder deleting obsolete dinocap CXLs. 

                                                 
4  https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/codex-texts/dbs/vetdrugs/en/  

https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/committees/committee/related-standards/en/?committee=CCRVDF  

https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/codex-texts/dbs/vetdrugs/en/
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/committees/committee/related-standards/en/?committee=CCRVDF
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3.4 Potential problems for trade and implementation of CXLs for acephate (95) if CXLs for methamidophos  (100) 
were removed 

18. If CXLs for methamidophos are removed, there may be consequences on the CXLs for acephate i.e. can acephate 
breakdown and produce methamidophos which, if no CXLs exist, could result in trade impacts due to use of 
acephate?  

19. For methamidophos, there may be a problem for trade as well as for implementation (compliance) of CXLs for 
acephate if the CXLs for methamidophos are revoked. A main metabolite of acephate is methamidophos. 
Residues of methamidophos arising from the use of acephate must be reconciled with an MRL for compliance 
purposes. This could be achieved either by defining the residue of acephate as the sum of acephate and 
methamidophos or by establishing specific methamidophos MRLs for methamidophos residues arising from the 
use of acephate.  

20. A member indicated that, provided that no member country insists on having data to support the use of 
methamidophos, and is willing to act as a data submitter, some methamidophos CXLs could be deleted 
immediately. In the first step, the CXLs for cotton seed, fodder beet, potato and sugar beet could be deleted 
since these commodities have no CXLs for acephate. The member questioned whether other CXLs for 
methamidophos, except rice, hay and/or straw and rice, husked, are necessary. Acephate has more CXLs in place 
(e. g. cabbage head, cranberry) than methamidophos and the only commodities where it is mentioned that they 
are needed for the use of acephate. These are the CXLs for rice, hay and/or straw and rice, husked. In a second 
step, JMPR could be asked to revise its old evaluation to make sure that all uses of acephate are covered by an 
adequate CXL of methamidophos and not by a CXL for a use of methamidophos. 

4 RECOMMENDATIONS 

21. CCPR is invited to consider the following recommendations, based on the issues raised under the key points of 
discussion: 

i. To revoke all CXLs for bitertanol, fenthion, and parathion methyl  

ii. For amitraz, to revoke all its CXLs, since no concerns were received. For the same reason, coordination with 
the CCRVDF is not considered necessary since said committee has not established MRLs for this compound. 
If a member later requests some CXLs for amitraz, that could be the case. 

iii. To delete all CXLs for dinocap with the exceptions of those commodities for which CXLs exist for 
meptyldinocap, until the periodic review of meptyldinocap is carried out. Some inconsistencies in the CXLs 
database regarding dinocap in Fruiting vegetables, cucurbits (group) and cucumber should be addressed. 

iv. To delete all CXLs for methamidophos with the exception of those in rice, hay and/or straw and rice, husked 
commodities, which CXLs were set because residues of methamidophos arises from acephate uses. 
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APPENDIX I 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

CHAIR 

CHILE 

Eduardo Aylwin Herman 
Agronomist 

Risk assessor at the Chilean Agency for Food Safety and Quality, ACHIPIA 

CO-CHAIRS 

ECUADOR 

Mrs. Jakeline Arias 
Contaminant Surveillance and Control Analyst Food Safety Directorate Agrocalidad 

INDIA 

Dr. S.C. Dubey 
Assistant Director General 

Plant Protection and Biosafety 
Indian Council of Agricultural Research 

KENYA 

Mrs. Lucy M. Namu 
Head Quality Assurance and Laboratory, Accreditation,  

Kenya Plant Health Inspectorate Service (KEPHIS) 

MEMBERS NATIONS AND MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS 

ÉTATS MEMBRES ET ORGANISATIONS MEMBRES 

ESTADOS MIEMBROS Y ORGANIZACIONES MIEMBROS 
 

ARGENTINA - ARGENTINE 

Carla Serafino  
Secretary of the Codex Committee on Pesticide 
Residues 
Servicio Nacional de Sanidad y Calidad 
Agroalimentaria - SENASA 

Sebastian Gomez  
Servicio Nacional de Sanidad y Calidad 
Agroalimentaria - SENASA 
Punto Focal Codex  
Secretaría de Agricultura, Ganadería y Pesca 

AUSTRALIA - AUSTRALIE 

Karina Budd  
Director, Residue Chemistry & Laboratory 
Performance Evaluation 
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry 

BELGIUM - BELGIQUE - BÉLGICA 

Chantal Vervaet 
FPS Health, Food Chain Safety and Environment 

Siret Surva  
Directorate General for Health and Food Safety 
European Commission 

Wim Hooghe 
FPS Health, Food Chain Safety and Environment 

BRAZIL - BRÉSIL - BRASIL 

Rogério Pereira da Silva 
Head of Minor Crops Service 
Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock 

CANADA - CANADÁ 

Monique Thomas 
Section Head-Exposure Assessment Section I, Health 
Evaluation Directorate                                                               
Pest Management Regulatory Agency 

CHILE - CHILI 

Francisco Sánchez  
Research and Development Director 
Asociación de Importadores y Productores de 
Productos Fitosanitarios para la Agricultura – IMPPA 

Jorge Carvajal 
Subdepartment of International Agreements 
Livestock Agricultural Service - SAG 

Marcela Triviño  
Manager of the Pesticides Area 
Chilean Association of Fruit Exporters - ASOEX 

Patricia Villareal 
General Manager 
National Association of Manufactures and Importers 
of Agricultural Phytosanitary Products - AFIPA 
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Paulina Chávez  
Technical Advisor 
Ministry of Health (MINSAL) 

Rodrigo Sotomayor 
Head of the Regulation and Control Department of 
forestry-agricultural inputs and products. Agricultural-
Forest and Seed Protection Division 
Livestock Agricultural Service - SAG 

Roxana Vera  
Head of the Subdepartment of International 
Agreements 
Livestock Agricultural Service - SAG 

Roxane Flores  
Director Human Capital Development and Regulatory 
Affairs 
National Association of Manufactures and Importers 
of Agricultural Phytosanitary Products - AFIPA 

COSTA RICA 

Alejandro Rojas León  
Coordinator of the National CCPR - Registration Office 
State Phytosanitary Service 

Amanda Lasso Cruz  
Technical Advisor of the National Codex Contact Point 
Ministry of Economy, Industry and Commerce 

Ivania Morera Rodríguez  
Coordinator of the National CCPR-Registration Control 
State Phytosanitary Service 

Tatiana Vasquez Morera  
Coordinator of the National CCPR 
Chemistry State Phytosanitary Service 

EGYPT - ÉGYPTE - EGIPTO 

Mariam Barsoum Onsy  
Egyptian Organization for Standardization & Quality 

FRANCE - FRANCIA 

Florence Gérault 
National expert on pesticide residues 
Ministry of Agriculture 

Xavier Sarda 
Head of Residue and Food Safety Unit 
French Agency for Food, Environmental and 
Occupational Health & Safety (ANSES) 

GERMANY - ALLEMAGNE - ALEMANIA 

Angela Göbel 
Desk Officer 
Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture 

Karsten Hohgardt  
Professor and Director 
Federal Office of Consumer Protection and Food 
Safety 
Member  
Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture 

Monika Schumacher  
Desk Officer  
Federal Ministry of Food and Agriculture 

GHANA 

Doreen Koranteng 
Principal Scientific Officer 
Ghana Standards Authority 

Paul Osei-Fosu 
Head, Food and Agriculture Department                          
Ghana Standards Authority 

GREECE - GRÈCE - GRECIA 

Maria Gaspari 
Ministry of Rural Development and Food General 
Directorate of Agriculture                                            
Directorate of Plant Produce Protection                   
Department of Plant Protection Products 

Kalliopi Kokkinaki 
Ministry of Rural Development and Food                       
General Directorate of Agriculture                            
Directorate of Plant Produce Protection                 
Department of Plant Protection Products 

GUATEMALA 

Zenia Aguilar  
Codex Secretariat 
Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería y Alimentación 

INDIA - INDE 

Codex India  
Codex Contact Point 
Food Safety Standards and Authority of India 

Narasimha Reddy  
Retired Principal Scientist Chemistry 
PJSTS Agricultural University 

Padmaja Jonnalagadda  
Scientist F-ICMR 
National Institute of Nutrition 

S. C. Dubey  
Assistant Director General (PP&B) 
Indian Council of Agricultural Research 

Varsha Yadav 
Research Associate 
Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry – FICCI 

Vandana Tripathy  
Principal Scientist & Network Coordinator 
Indian Agricultural Research Institute - ICAR 

INDONESIA - INDONÉSIE 

Standard Pangan Segar 
National Food Agency 
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IRAN (ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF) – IRAN (RÉPUBLIQUE 
ISLAMIQUE D') - IRÁN (REPÚBLICA ISLÁMICA DEL) 

Roya Noorbaksh  
Institute of Standards & Industrial Research of Iran 

JAPAN - JAPON - JAPÓN 

Codex Japan  
Ministry of Health, Labour, and Welfare 

Koutarou Tomita  
Deputy Director 
Agricultural and Veterinary Chemical Residue Office, 
Food Safety Standards and Evaluation Division, 
Pharmaceutical and Environmental                                                                
Health Bureau, Ministry of Health, Labour, and 
Welfare 

Tomoyuki Kawai  
Assistant Director 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 

MALAYSIA - MALAISIE - MALASIA 

Kun Tanti Dewandari 
BSIP Pascapanen 

Mohammad Nazrul Fahmi Abdul Rahim  
Deputy Director 
Department of Agriculture 

Nurhayati Kamyon  
Assistant Director 
Department of Agriculture 

MEXICO - MEXIQUE - MÉXICO 

Tania Daniela Fosado Soriano  
Secretariat of Economy 

PARAGUAY 

Hilce Avalos  
National Service for Plant and Seed Quality and Health 
- SENAVE 

Laura Vera  
National Service for Plant and Seed Quality and Health 
– SENAVE 

Leticia Soria 
National Service for Plant and Seed Quality and Health 
– SENAVE 

REPUBLIC OF KOREA - RÉPUBLIQUE DE CORÉE - 
REPÚBLICA DE COREA 

Codex Contact Point  
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs 

Hwang Kiseon  
SPS Researcher 
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs 

Park Yoona  
Food Safety Policy Bureau 
Ministry of Food and Drug Safety 

SAUDI ARABIA - ARABIE SAOUDITE – ARABIA 
SAUDITA 

Fahad A. Al-Ruwayshid  
Senior Monitoring Expert-Saudi Food and Drug 
Authority 

Mohammed A. Al Mutairi 
Director of Food Chemistry Reference Laboratory-
Saudi Food and Drug Authority 

Mohammed Mousa Ali Alshehri  
Chief Monitoring Expert 
Saudi Food and Drug Authority 

Nimah M. Baqadir  
Standards and Regulations Expert  
Saudi Food and Drug Authority 

Sadeem S. Alonaizan 
Risk assessment expert 
Saudi Food and Drug Authority 

Saif M. AL-Mutairi  
Standards and Specifications Expert  
Saudi Food and Drug Authority 

SIERRA LEONE - SIERRA LEONA 

Raymonda A. B. Johnson  
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 

SOUTH AFRICA - AFRIQUE DU SUD - SUDÁFRICA 

Aluwani Alice Madzivhandila  
Department of Health 

SWEDEN - SUÈDE - SUECIA 

Niklas Montell  
Principal Regulatory Coordinator 
Swedish Food Agency 

THAILAND - THAÏLANDE - TAILANDIA 

Chonnipa Pawasut  
Office of Standard Development 
National Bureau of Agricultural Commodity and Food 
Standards 

Chutima Sornsumrarn  
Office of Standard Development 
National Bureau of Agricultural Commodity and Food 
Standards 

Namaporn Attaviroj  
Office of Standard Development 
National Bureau of Agricultural Commodity and Food 
Standards 

UGANDA - OUGANDA 

Ruth Awio  
Uganda National Bureau of Standards (UNBS) 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES - ÉMIRATS ARABES UNIS - 
EMIRATOS ÁRABES UNIDOS 

Fadi Naser al natour  
Abu Dhabi Agriculture and Food Safety Authority 

UNITED KINGDOM - ROYAUME-UNI - REINO UNIDO 

Paul Brian  
Chemicals Regulation Division of the UK HSE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - ÉTATS-UNIS 
D'AMÉRIQUE – ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMÉRICA 

Aaron Niman  
Environmental Health Scientist 
U.S. Public Health Service 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Alexander Domesle  
Senior Advisor for Chemistry, Toxicology, and Related 
Sciences 
Food Safety and Inspection Service U.S Department of 
Agriculture 

Barakat S. Mahmoud  
Senior Science Advisor, Plant Division 
Trade Policy and Geographic Affairs 

Marie Maratos Bhat  
CCFH Secretariat-International Issues Analyst- 
U.S. Codex Office- Department of Agriculture 

Alinne Betania B. Oliveira 
Bryant Christie Inc. 

URUGUAY 

Susana Franchi  
Head of Pesticide Residue Laboratory 
Ministry of Livestock, Agriculture and Fisheries 

 

OBSERVERS - OBSERVATEURS - OBSERVADORES 

AGROCARE LATINOAMERICA 

Karen Gatica Solares 
Agrocare Guatemala 

Laura Beatriz Ruiz 

CROPLIFE INTERNATIONAL 

Wibke Meyer 
Director of Regulatory Affairs 

INSTITUTE OF FOOD TECHNOLOGISTS (IFT) 

Timothy J Herrman 

INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF BEVERAGES 
ASSOCIATIONS (ICBA) 

Simone Soohoo 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL FRUIT AND VEGETABLE JUICE 
ASSOCIATION (IFU) 

Aintzan Esturo  
Technical Director 

David Hammond 
Chair Legislation Commission 

Tatiana Campos 
Executive Director 

INTERNATIONAL UNION OF PURE AND APPLIED 
CHEMISTRY (IUPAC) 

Caroline Harris 

TEA & HERBAL INFUSIONS EUROPE (THIE) 

Cordelia Kraft 
Manager Scientific Affair 
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