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The Global Learning Opportunity (GLO) of the International Farming Systems Association
(IFSA) set new standards for international symposia with its emphasis on interaction, creativity,
exchange and alliance building. Departing from the usual academic formats of past symposia,
the participants of GLO started the week with a World Café set the tone for a week of knowledge
exchange and networking in discussion groups with the occasional key note or plenary
discussion. It is no surprise that a wide range of stakeholders and individuals contributed to
make GLO a success, much of it personal effort on a voluntary basis.

All this would not have been possible without the support of IFAD and FAO. In particular the
former supported the participation of 30 rural development practitioners from 5 regions and a
vignette of their rich contribution can be seen in the four sections documenting a variety of best
practices. FAO provided the facilities for the GLO planning meetings, four of the five persons
serving as Theme convenors were FAO staff and the process was generously encouraged by
Geoffrey Mrema. Other organizations provided substantive support for participation including
many Universities in the North and the South and also the CGIAR system, with no less than nine
participants from CIMMYT alone. The Associazione Italiana Agricoltura Biologica (AIAB)
Director, Andrea Ferrante, and key staff including Alessandre Covre handled the logistics for
the conference which also meant no one got lost on their first visit to Rome, participants enjoyed
a delicious organic food and wine reception, and with Cristina Grandi (AIAB and IFOAM) made
excellent arrangements for the memorable field trip. With the legacy of Don Bosco and under the
leadership of director, Father Zucchelli and conference coordinator, Adriana Montanari, the
Salesianum venue was a truly memorable and fitting location for such a creative GLO.

The IFSA Board continued to steer the unruly membership of researchers, development
professional, academics and farmers with a steady hand on the helm. Thanks is due to Board
members for overseeing GLO: Jeff Mutimba (Africa — Eastern & Southern), Mamadou
Ouattaram (Africa — Central & Western), VoTong Xuan (Asia), Christine King (Australia &
Pacific), Sri Nadarajah (Europe), Sergio Pinheiro (Latin America), Nour Sellamna (Middle East
& North Africa), Sue Ellen Johnson (North America), Clive Lightfoot (President), Constance
Neely (Networking) and John Dixon (Information). They were supported by members of an
IFSA Animation Group (Doyle Baker of FAO and Patrick Caron of CIRAD) as well as the
experience of Nimal Ranaweera.

Much of the grunt work of organization, publicity and paper review fell to Board members Clive
Lightfoot, John Dixon and Constance Neely, with the active support of dedicated theme
convenors Marcelino Avila, Doyle Baker, Christine Holding-Anyonge and Christine King and
organizers Thomas Price, Ahmed Sidahmed, and Doug Wholey. Many other persons supported
the effort whole heartedly, including Eve Crowley, Linda Elswick and SARD Initiative
colleagues; Eric Kueneman, and cropping systems colleagues; Doyle Baker and marketing
colleagues; Andrew Speedy and livestock systems colleagues, Christine Holding-Anyonge,
Pieter Van Lierop and forestry colleagues; Josef Kienzle and conservation agriculture
colleagues; Anne Sophie Poisot and GAP colleagues; Kevin Gallagher and IPM colleagues;
Nadia Scialabba, Pilar Santacoloma, Cristina Grandi and the organic agriculture colleagues; ;
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and Prabhu Pingali and policy analysis colleagues, as well as Anne Dennig, Arthur Getz-
Escudero, David Norman and Ueli Scheuermeier who played key facilitative roles.

A special thanks also to Sri Nadarajah for poignantly setting the stage at the outset and Phrang
Roy (IFAD) who wove the GLO thematic outcome reports into a moving take home message.

As usual, a large number of volunteers stepped up to moderate discussions sessions and prepare
summaries of discussions without whose moderation the discussions would have been far less
productive. Before, during and after GLO a number of persons worked very hard on
communications, monitoring email accounts, formatting abstracts and papers, etc to whom
thanks is due, notably Toon van Goethem, Beatriz Rojon, Janin Trinidad, Margaret von
Schwerin, Andre Ufer, Edoardo Pantanella. and Ase Giertz.

A number of photographs of the event have been provided by various colleagues including Anne
Dennig, Christine King, Sri Nadarajah, Arthur Getz-Escudero and Constance Neely.

Finally, thanks is due, for the tedious compilation, editing and layout of the proceedings, to John
Dixon, Constance Neely, Beatriz Rojon and Janin Trinidad.

Clive Lightfoot
President IFSA 2002-2005



