Final Digest Contributions to the 2011 AMR E-discussion on Education: Phase I (Quality in Education)
[Facilitator’s Note: Welcome to the 5th Annual ECOSOC AMR E-Discussion on Education: Closing the Gap. The first phase will focus on Quality in Education. The moderator’s message can be found here and background information can be found at the 2011 AMR E-discussion website. Please find below contributions with many thanks to Girma Hailu, Marianne Schlutze, Nancy Willaims, Janine Marin, Cesare Maramici, Celine Paramundayil, Sister Ling, Anne-Marie Chartier, Cecilia Cuellar, Deha Djosson Victorine, Rene Armando Hernández Espinosa, Gilber Sanabria Callisaya, Lois Redman-Warner, Mark Alter, Nikhil Batra, Isabelle Turmaine, Leonardo Charréu, Pr. Paré/Kaboré AFsata, Gisela Siririka, Dr. Raphael Ogar Oko, Mesfin Derash, and Ronming Wu. This is the final contribution to the first phase of the AMR E-discussion on Education. We want to thank all the contributors for their thoughtful and informative feedback.]



Phase One Questions:
1. Given that the quality of teaching is critical to students’ learning, how can the training and working conditions of teachers be improved in contexts with resource constraints?

2. Which interventions are most effective for retaining secondary-age students in school by preparing them with a foundation for lifelong learning and for labour market participation?



Summary of Contributions:

Cesare Maramici (FAO)
Mr. Maramici drew attention to the need for redress and targeting of investment where possible towards reducing the urban-rural education quality gap. Sharing an example from India Mr. Maramici was able to highlight how non-formal education (simple experiments with low cost materials) could be used to increase the knowledge in students and communities.


Dear Colleagues

We are pleased to share this brief contribution on behalf of the Education for Rural People initiative.

Inherent in MDG 2 is the need to provide equal educational opportunities for all. In the current context of resource constraints it is necessary where possible to target investment with the aim of reducing the urban-rural education quality gap. The urban-rural knowledge and education divide is a main barrier in achieving universal primary education (MDG 2) by 2015. The 2009 UNESCO Global Monitoring Report indicates that four out of five of the at least 72 million out of school children are rural. Quality remains a critical foundational aspect of any advances in education for rural areas and quality concerns needs to address national capacity to implement education programs to address learning needs of rural people and overcoming the gap. Education will allow for improvements in capacity and productivity of rural people, increases in income and food security, and connects people to the local economy enhancing livelihoods.

Quality in education for rural people depends on many factors: facilities, teachers, materials, evaluation system, leadership, adequate curriculum and community links. Under FAO’s guidance, ERP has developed a tool kit that provides quality education and training materials for rural teachers, technicians, instructors, trainers, parents, researchers, extension workers and others involved in formal and non-formal education for rural people. The Tool Kit is a collection of manuals, guidelines, best practices, web portals and e-learning courses, tools for self-studies, agricultural videos. With more than 500 good practices and courses collected and evaluated; they have been published and are now available for on-line consultation.

As creative example of where quality education has been implemented is interactive learning in India. With the ﬁnancial support of Give2Asia, the Agastya International Foundation created and implemented an innovative educational programme using mobile science laboratories to reach remote schools in Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu. Each mobile lab reaches around 30,000 students a year. The teachers proposed funny and simple experiments with low-cost everyday materials and supplies to demonstrate varied scientiﬁc principles.  The sessions took place in the villages in school buildings, under the trees or in the open air during good weather. Not only does the programme attract school children and their teachers, but also parents, day labourers and other villagers often participate. The mobile science labs visit most schools on a weekly basis over a period of several weeks to maintain some level of continuity. The learning is hands-on and deductive, encouraging creative thinking and problem solving. Evaluations of the programme have indicated there has been a great deal of change in the attitudes students have about learning. Children and parents seem to take a new interest in school and education in general and teachers become more motivated and are experiencing new ways of teaching. This model for science education is affordable and can be replicated anywhere in the world.

Regards

Cesare Maramici
Agricultural Education, Knowledge and Information Specialist
Office of Knowledge Exchange, Research and Extension (OEK)
Food and Agriculture Organization of the UN
Rome, Italy

