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	ECOSOC High Level Segment 2011

Issues Notes for the ECOSOC Ministerial Roundtable Breakfast

“Increasing Access, Enhancing Quality and Promoting Equity in Education through Innovation: Processes and practices-
Young people and social media: Shaping the future of education” 

Hosted by UNICEF and UNFPA 

Thursday 7th July, 8.15 – 9.45 am 

Delegates’ Dining Room (Geneva Room) at the Palais des Nations


I. Background and Rationale
The ECOSOC Annual Ministerial Review (AMR) monitors progress toward the realization of internationally agreed development goals (IADG), including the MDGs. It has been internationally recognized that no other intervention is as likely to drive advancement of all the MDGs as education.  One extra year of schooling has been found to increase a person’s overall income by ten percent.  Additionally, a child is more likely to live past the age of five if the mother is literate.  Despite the progress made since the World Education Forum in Dakar, current initiatives do not allow each girl and boy to enjoy sufficient education of good quality to prepare them for life, lifelong learning and livelihood. As indicated in the 2011 Global Monitoring Report (GMR) some 67.5 million primary-aged children are out of school, about half of whom are girls.  About 28 million or 42% of these children who are not in school live in conflict-affected areas. If current trends continue, an estimated 72 million children will still be out of school in 2015.  Given the transformative social and economic benefits of education, finding the best solutions to approach the barriers to education, especially those affecting the most marginalized and difficult to reach children, should be of highest priority.    

In order to address these challenges, participation of adolescents and youth is critical.  Young people have enormous potential to influence policies and plans for future development and collective advancement.  Adolescents and youth know all too well the challenges and barriers to their own education, making their direct involvement in international discussions and processes necessary to ensure full consideration of their recommendations in public decision-making, particularly in interventions that directly impact their lives.  Their contributions can also give voice to the poorest and most marginalized groups of children who otherwise tend to be excluded from the social, cultural, political and economic life of their communities and societies, making adolescents and youth one of the greatest advocates for their own right to quality education and life-long learning.  In recognition of this, UNICEF and UNFPA are using social networking media to solicit the views of adolescents and youth under the theme “Young People and Social Media: Shaping the Future of Education”.  In line with the theme and approach of this event, the Organizers intend collaborate with a select number of global ICT partners.
2. Issues for Consideration
In an increasingly skills-based global economy, education plays a vital role in skills development.  More than 130 million youth worldwide lack literacy skills, more than half of them girls.  While these numbers are projected to drop by 2015, they are not descending fast enough.  Other disparities brought on by poverty and geographic locations not only affect adolescents and youth while they are in school, but translate to even wider gender gaps in the labour market.  Across the world, higher levels of skills are emerging as an increasingly important requirement for avoiding unemployment, low income and job security.  The International Labour Organization (ILO) estimates that there were 77.7 million unemployed youth at the end of 2010 and that 85% of young people reside in developing countries.  More and more employers are finding that of those young adults who do complete school many are still not equipped with the necessary skills to perform and succeed in the work force.

In light of this, the issues under consideration are:

· What is the nature and content of primary and post-primary education that will prepare adolescents and youth with life, lifelong learning and livelihood skills, as well as citizenship in response to emerging issues such as climate change?

· How are information and communication technologies reshaping the demands and expectations of basic, primary, and post-primary education by adolescents and youth?

· What impact are these demands and expectations likely to have on the nature and form of basic, primary, and post-primary education in the future?

3. The Event
The event will occur over a period of three phases.  

Phase I 
The Organizers will use on-line discussions via Facebook and Twitter to engage adolescents and youth across the globe to discuss three broad issues above.   A series of questions will be formulated around each of the topics to elicit the views of youth participants and facilitate fruitful discussion.  A moderator will guide the discussion and encourage participants to share personal insights and recommendations around these themes.  The e-discussion will take place over a period of approximately three weeks (Monday, 13 June – Monday, 27 June).  Offline discussions will be hosted by identified focal points in various communities that do not have access to internet or Facebook.  Focal points will be responsible for ensuring these inputs are included in the on-line discussion. 
Phase II 
This phase will consist of a synthesis of the feedback produced by the e-discussion participants by the moderators, and the preparation of representative groups in five geographic areas (Africa, Asia, Europe/North America, Latin America and the Caribbean, and the Middle East and North Africa) to interact with delegates at the AMR. 
Phase III 
In the spirit of promoting ICT, five adolescent and youth representatives will be selected and will join the Ministerial Breakfast Roundtable on July 7 in Geneva virtually via an online video-conferencing system. Twitter and IM will also be used during the breakfast as information sharing tools and backup support. Statements will be made by UNICEF and UNFPA.  There will be three sets of participants at the Roundtable: around 30 in-person participants including Ministers of Education and other senior officials from development agencies, the adolescent and youth representatives streamed in by video from around the world, and possibly the technical staff from ICT corporations supporting the Ministerial Breakfast.
4. Anticipated Outcomes
As a result of the discussions leading up to and at the Ministerial Breakfast Roundtable, the Organizers expect the following anticipate that the reflections and insights drawn from adolescents and youth around the world will inform the discussions, debate and declaration emanating from the AMR.  As a process, the Organizers also expect that this event will demonstrate the viability of ICTs for linking stakeholders from different constituencies and in different contexts in a more interactive and responsive manner to enhance global policy debates and decision-making, in a more efficient and effective manner, taking into consideration the costs of travel and the need to optimize the use of resources.  And finally, and very importantly, the Event should reinforce the principle and the ideal that the voices of adolescents and youth are important, that they are respect and that in line with the Convention of the Rights of the Child the views of children are being considered in decisions that affect their well-being.
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