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•Support to under-served communities – through urban agriculture 

projects in poorer neighborhoods of large cities –

•New immigrant farmer receiving training and support for access to 

affordable land to grow food for local markets – connecting people who 

have agricultural backgrounds to economic opportunities in their newly 

adopted homelands

•Linking schools to farms. 

•Stimulating the formation of community-supported agriculture (CSA) 

partnerships. 

•Promoting farmers’ markets. 

•Revitalizing small-scale food processing, and stimulating agricultural 

enterprise development.



Q: How do you get what goes on inside the UN to 

matter and mean something to the people outside 

who are facing multiple crises and challenges in the 

food system

– and especially with those who are doing a lot to 

adapt and innovate? 



A: Connect them as directly as possible. 

Enable them to learn from each other.

Connect good practice to good policy. 





























The urban rural continuum 

“Another important aspect of planning for food security is the need for 

policy makers to realize that urban and rural areas are inseparable. 

Apart from contributing directly to agricultural production through 

know how, technology and inputs , cities and small towns constitute 

the marketplace for rural production. A big mistake that all of us have 

been guilty of in many parts of the developing world, and especially in 

Africa, has been to view cities and rural areas as separate entities. We 

need to stop thinking along the lines of urban and rural divides or 

biases, and begin to think of a production-consumption chain or 

continuum.”

(Tibaijuka statement, page 1)



“…Third, promote a more holistic view of urban and rural. For many 

years there has been an artificial divide and debate between rural 

and urban issues. There is a growing appreciation that the two are 

connected in a larger system characterized by the dynamic flow of 

information, finances, resources and, people. Public policies 

related to investments in infrastructure, measures to promote 

social inclusion and strategies to promote economic growth need 

to take this reality into account.”

(Tibaijuka statement, page 3)



Summary of CSD Outcomes Related to 

Urban Rural Linkages

“Making urban market facilities accessible to regional and 

local producers will create urban-rural linkages that could 

slow rural-to-urban migration, stimulate local economic 

development, and strengthen food security.”

- Vision Statement from Gerda Verburg, 

Chair of the Seventeenth Session of the 

Commission on Sustainable Development upon 

successful conclusion of the Session, 15 May 2009



Chair’s Text as agreed to on conclusion of CSD 17

A. Agriculture

(d) Develop sustainable agricultural value chains and improve farmers’ and 

agro-industry enterprises access to and participation in markets. In that context:

(v) Encourage strong rural-urban linkages and partnerships between countryside 

and communities, to enhance livelihoods and food security; (p. 13)

(vi) As appropriate and in accordance with national conditions, build efficient and 

effective agricultural marketing institutions, including small-scale market 

infrastructure, and distribution networks, and enhance the availability of market 

information to farmers and farmer organizations through the effective use of 

information and communications technologies;



Chair’s Text as agreed to on conclusion of CSD 17 (cont.)

B. Rural Development

Close economic integration of rural areas with neighbouring urban areas and the 

creation of rural off-farm employment can narrow rural urban disparities, expand 

opportunities and encourage the retention of skilled people, including youth, in rural 

areas. (preamble, p. 15)

(c) Invest in essential infrastructure and services for rural communities. In that 

context:

(vi) Promote the development of rural organizations such as community driven 

cooperatives to enhance investment in essential infrastructure and services and 

recognize the role of urban areas in fostering rural development. (pp. 17-8)



Chair’s Text as agreed to on conclusion of CSD 17 (cont.)

F. Africa

(b) Integrate African farmers and local entrepreneurs into agricultural supply 

chains. In that context:

(iv) Increase support, from all sources, to the improvement of market 

infrastructure and market information systems, including the development and 

strengthening of rural-urban linkages;

(v) Increase efforts to lower barriers and improve infrastructure to create and 

expand sustainable domestic and regional food markets; (p. 41)



Chair’s Text as agreed to on conclusion of CSD 17 (cont.)

G. Interlinkages, cross-cutting issues, including means of implementation

Revitalizing agriculture and promoting rural development can make an important 

contribution to eradicating poverty and hunger and to achieving food security as 

well as to improved health, the empowerment of women and the creation of 

productive employment opportunities for women, youth, indigenous peoples and 

local communities. Actions are needed to: (from preamble, p. 47)

(g) Promote the role of local authorities in partnership with other major groups to 

exchange information, build networks and create markets for small farmers, 

especially women and youth. (p. 48)



Chair’s Text as agreed to on conclusion of CSD 17 (cont.)

(c) Enhance and promote capacity-building efforts and promote transfer of 

technologies to developing countries. In that context:

(i) Implement targeted capacity-building programmes in areas relevant to the 

thematic cluster, their interlinkages and the cross-cutting issues, in coordination with 

local, national and regional institutions; 

(ii) Strengthen South-South, North-South and triangular cooperation and enhance 

support from the United Nations development system in promoting such 

cooperation to enhance financial resources, comprehensive capacity-building, 

exchange of information and know-how and technology transfer; (p. 52)



Next steps:

�A mandate from the ICLEI World Congress in June to build a network of local 

authorities linking food and agriculture to biodiversity. 

�A partnership proposal under management of the ICLEI Africa Secretariat in Cape 

Town, South Africa to link select cities, countrysides and markets over the coming three 

years.

�A research proposal with European university, EU and African partners, to focus on 

urban rural linkages in select cities to compare best practices and successful strategies 

to link production and markets with attention to shorter supply chains. 

�A policy proposal from IPSA, ICLEI and other partners working at the CSD to position 

the importance of local authorities around urban rural linkages and food in meetings 

coming up later this fall and in the next 2-3 years.

�(Multiple policy entry points including an upcoming  seminar at USDA headquarters, 

October 29 –”Domestic and international linkages for food security and sustainable 

production”, the Committee on Food Security meetings in October, World Food Summit, 

November, Copenhagen Climate Negotiations, December)



http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/knowyourfarmer?navid=KNOWYOURFARMER
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“With the exception of the recent REDD initiatives to save standing forests through 

intergovernmental action, which are still in an early stage, there are no major 

international initiatives to address the interlinked challenge of climate, agriculture, 

and land use.

A worldwide, networked movement for climate-friendly food, forest, and other land-

based production is needed. This calls for forging unusual political coalitions that 

link consumers, producers, industry, investors, environmentalists, and 

communicators. Food, in particular, is something that the public understands. By 

focusing on food systems, climate action will become more real to people.

It is realistic to expect that the prices of food and other land-based products will rise 

in a warming world, at least for a time. This must not be the result of scarcity caused 

by climate-induced system collapse but rather because new investment has been 

mobilized to create sustainable food and forest systems that also cool the planet.”

-Farming and Land Use to Cool the Planet, - Sara J. Scherr and Sajal Sthapit, Ch. 3, concluding 

remarks


