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Minutes of the regional workshop on formulation of seed policy documents and harmonization 

of the national legislation, 

1-3 October 2013, Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan 

Subregional Office of Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations for Central 

Asia (FAO SEC) in cooperation with the ECO Region Seed Association (ECOSA), Ministry 

of Agriculture and Melioration, Kyrgyz Republic and Central Asia Seed Association 

organized the Regional workshop on formulation of seed policy and harmonization of the 

national legislation on 01-03 October 2013 in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan in parallel to ECOSA 5
th

 

Seed Trade Conference.  

The workshop was organized in the framework of the regional project GCP/INT/123/MUL: 

Seed Sector Development in Countries of the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) 

funded jointly by FAO-Turkey Partnership Program (FTPP) and ECO. 

The specialists responsible for formulation of seed policy and harmonization of seed 

legislation from ECO countries have participated in the regional workshop.  

His Excellency, Chyngysbek Uzakbaev, Minister of Agriculture and Melioration of the 

Kyrgyz Republic opened the regional workshop with the welcome speech to the participants 

and mentioned on the current technical assistance provided by the projects of the international 

organizations such as  FAO, Sida, WB, JICA, TACIS, USAID Ministry is trying to provide 

assistance to the seed sector. He emphasized that the seed sector is one of the vital sectors of 

the agriculture and Ministry has been supporting the sector despite the decreasing number of 

seeds varieties, requiring further investment and chasing opportunities to foster further 

development. 

Mr. Kinlay, FAO Representative in Kyrgyzstan, welcomed participants of the workshop and 

mentioned that seed development is one of the most important areas and countries in the 

region has tremendous potential and one of FAO tasks is to promote harmonization and 

achieve synergies and to have further benefits from achieving advantages of developed 

policies and trade. 

Mr. Mete Comeagac, President of ECOSA welcomed participants and delegates of the 

countries, ECO Secretariat, representatives from Turkish Seed union delegation. He expressed 

his gratitude to the Seed Association of Kyrgyzstan for hosting the participants. He mentioned 

that ECOSA has taken another important step in becoming regional organization. He also 

noted that ECOSA has strong adherence in the development of the seed sector in close 

cooperation with the involved partners in the establishment of the work and this cooperation 

will be enhanced further. The assessment of the varieties can be treated at the same time in 27 

countries. The smooth registration of the varieties in ECO region will help to promote 

regional seed trade. Seed trade is counting for approx. 27 million dollars in the region. The 

bean varieties in Kyrgyzstan has very good potential for further production, however, because 

of the lack of the harmonious registration of the varieties it defers inter-trade among countries. 
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Mr. Taalaibek Aidaraliev, President of the Seed Association of the Kyrgyz Republic, greeted 

participants on behalf of his Organization, presenting seed sector of Kyrgyzstan and noting on 

the importance of such events fostering inter-countries cooperation in the agricultural sector. . 

At present Kyrgyzstan is a member of ECO region and that’s why  one of the main aims of 

the Seed Association is to integrate the country in ECO region cooperation. Kyrgyzstan is 

planning to join Eurasian breeders group. 

In total, 100 participants, including representatives from involved Government ministries 

from seven countries –Azerbaijan, Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, Pakistan, Tajikistan, Turkey and 

Uzbekistan – and from FAO SEC, Turkey and HQ Rome, Italy participated in the meeting. 

Iran participants were not able to participate. 

Mr. Petr Yurkov, President of the National Union of Plant Breeders and Seed Producers 

(NUPB&SP) of Russian Federation expressed its readiness to promote the availability of the 

modern quality seeds at the market. He also mentioned that the Euroasian Union has strong 

relationships with the partners in the region and supports the research of the selection 

breeding adjusted to the climate conditions of the countries. The aim of the Union is to cover 

70% of arable lands. The aim of the project is to ensure the promotion of the regional trade 

and exchange of the experience in breeding the high quality seeds. 

Mr. Yildirai Gencer, President of Turkey Seed Association (TURKTOB) greeted participants  

in the framework of 5
th

 Regional Trade Congress “Seed production and trade in CIS countries 

within the transition period” and noted that development of international standard system of 

breeding and seed production should be further developed to increase export and to have 

transparent system. The given event will assist to the promotion of the discussion of the 

relevant topics and enhance further project implementation. In order to implement this 

Breeders Association of the countries representing local seed production should proceed with 

the registration of the products and promote easy procedures. In Antalya on November 12-13, 

2013 the workshop on plant breeding will take place to discuss with the concerned 

stakeholders the priority issues. 

Mr. Ayhan Atalai, President of the Association of breeders of ECO region mentioned that 

every country in the region has its own standards in seed breeding that is important for 

countries themselves, but they also defer the interregional seed trade due to their 

incompliance. Therefore, the seed industry needs further development at the support of the 

countries. 

Mr. Sabro Matsuo, Chief Advisor JICA delivered presentation on the role of APSA’S role in 

development of seed trade. He introduced the Asia and Pacific Seed Association’s goals. 

APSA which unites public and private institutions to provide the forum for the seed industry 

to address priority needs in the seed sector and policy issues. Objective of APSA is to 

improve production and trade of quality seeds and planting materials of agricultural and 

horticultural crops. 

Mr. Yildiray Gencer, TURKTOB President greeted participants on behalf of the Turkish 

delegation  and mentioned on the importance of building strong relationships between the 
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countries of ECO region to foster development and exchange of experience among the 

member-countries which will further trigger trade and development of the seed sector. 

Dr. Hafiz Muminjanov conveyed his presentation on Seed Policy Development in ECO 

region. He mentioned about FAO’s support on the promotion of seed sector and policy 

development in ECO countries with the focus on global current and emerging challenges for 

intensive crop production practices leading further to land degradation, desertification etc. 

reducing the share of arable lands and influencing food security status of ECO countries and 

recommendations on further development of the sector. FAO provides technical assistance to 

the development of seed policy strategy on the organization of the seed sector and providing 

overview on the role of the stakeholders in the process. The final goal is to enhance 

consistency with other national policies and plans for economic and rural development of the 

countries, as well as improving food security through the increase of production, enhanced 

regional trade, exchange of seed varieties and experience in selection breeding through 

developed legal framework for seed policy development. 

He also noted on the importance of the key players, such as ECO, MOAs, ECOSA, National 

Seed Associations, Public sector and Private sector Seed Associations; seed growers, seed 

processors seed dealers, who should be actively engaged in the activities to improve the 

sector. 

It has been mentioned that the project framework will include: 

 Evaluation of current situation in seed sector at the regional and national level. 

 Development of seed policy documents at the regional and countries level and 

implementation arrangements. 

 Contribution to the development of seed sector.  

Mr. Wilson Hugo, FAO conveyed presentation on the FAO support in the countries of ECO 

region for challenges of increase of food production related to the population increase in the 

countries, a difference in production depends on the soil. The conservational agriculture is the 

key to the sustainability and in achieving food security in the region. FAO’s Global Plan of 

Action for Genetic Resources recognized the seed system as priority area of work and seed 

policy development has been identified as one of the major objectives.  It has been noted on 

the significance of having National Seed Policy Document, which is important document 

driving laws and regulations and defining roles and responsibilities of the stakeholders as well 

as providing clear coordination mechanisms among them. It should developed in a 

consultative process with all stakeholders. 

Mr. Abduhakim Islamov, MoAM of the Kyrgyz Republic delivered presentation on the 

development seed breeding in Kyrgyzstan. He also noted that policy document should have 

guidelines to ensure clear guidance for the development of seed sector. The highest 

consultation body is the Kyrgyz National Council on seed breeding does not use its capacity 

and require further capacity development. There is high necessity to engage national public 

and private sector to ensure interactive communication for further development of seed 

institutions to foster improved food security in the region as one of the strategic directions for 



4 

 

development. The Government as a duty bearer should enhance favourable conditions to 

foster development of the sector.  

Presentation by countries. 

Dr. Yagub Guliev, Agrarian Science Center, Azerbaijan provided an overview on the situation 

in Azerbaijan. Seed Association plays an important role therefore the role of the association 

should be recognized in the policy document as strategic institution for enhancement of the 

development of varieties. Based on the testing varieties are registered and further promoted to 

use by large enterprises. There is still need to harmonize national law in line with the 

international standards as per recommendation from EU. 

Mr. Saidjan Attiq Abdiani, President ANSOR presented on Formulation of seed policy in 

Afghanistan and provided general overview on the seed production in Afghanistan and 

current situation of the enterprises involved in the seed sector such as Agriculture Research 

Ibstitute of Afghanistan ARIA, Improved Seed Enterprise, ANSOR, PSEs, National Seed 

Border Service and involved stakeholders including donors: FAO, CIMMYT assisting to 

build seed sector in Afghanistan. Around 12 years Afghanistan has been developing its own 

seed sector. Afghan Seed Policy has been revised in 2012 and further needs improvement. 

Dr. Shukhrat Kozubaev, Republican Center for Primary Seed Processing, Uzbekistan, 

provided presentation on  “The main principles of seed sector development in Uzbekistan” 

focused on the seed breeding industry in the Republic as well as on current legal framework. 

He emphasized that despite to the private sector ownership in seed industry the government 

support is crucial. Trial and testing assessment is also important mechanism to ensure proper 

enhancement of seed industry. In order to define the special distinction there should be proper 

scheme of distinctness/uniformity and stability and local breeders should be properly trained 

to the modern techniques. 

Assoc. Prof., Dr. and a Sunflower Breeder, Yalcin Kaya, conveyed presentation on “Turkish 

plant breeder association’s structure”. He mentioned about activities of the Breeders 

Association and readiness for further cooperation in the region. 

Mr. Alper Shahin, BUGEM Coordinator, MFAL of Turkey provided presentation on 

legislative framework of Turkey for Protection of Breeders Rights in Turkey including 

protection of breeders’ rights on new plant varieties, process of registration of seed varieties 

and publication in official registry publication. 

Mr. Toktogul Azykov, expert Kyrgyz Patent, mentioned that Kyrgyzstan is the member of 

WTO from 1998 and legislative framework valid from 1997 as well as other normative 

legislation for protection of the breeder’s rights in the Kyrgyz Republic.  

Mr. Petr Yurkov, president of NUPSB&SP presented on the structure of the breeding 

associations and existing seed industry scheme in the Russian Federation. He also shared his 

prospects on the status quo development of the seed associations. One of the major goals of 

the development is technical refurbishing of the breeding institutions with lab equipment and 

support from the Government. He noted that the order has been issued to support seed 
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industry on the subsidized basis for materials and technical refurbishing up to 43 billlion 

Russian Rubles. At present the Government provides subsidies for corn, raps and linen. The 

issues of royalty has been touched upon and noted that in order to enhance this activity there 

is high need to establish associations on the provincial level that will allow improving the 

process of royalty collection on a sustainable basis. 

Mr. Jambyl Karsibayev, Kazakhstan presented on the current situation of the seed industry in 

the country. He mentioned that at present the Government provides 40% return of the 

investments from the export of seeds  to support seed industry in the region since the agrarian 

sector is the one of  the main income source for the Government.  

Mr. Odiljon Hamidov MoA of the Republic of Tajikistan provided overview on the current 

situation in Tajikistan in the sphere of seed policy development including status quo of the 

policy framework and legislation in the Republic to support seed industry such as Seed Sector 

Development programme for 2010-2014. The major aim of which is to refurbish material and 

technical base of the sector by creating favourable conditions for further research and 

productions of seeds. 

The presentations were followed by the discussion of the workshop participants and questions 

and answers to FAO representatives and present stakeholders. 

Main discussion points were: 

 How to ensure the that the governments foster trade & appropriate support, ensure 

interregional trade among seed breeders and allow to have joint project in seed sector; 

 The issue of seed variety protection to ensure protection mechanism is in place;  

 Export and import struggles constraints imposed by the  current legislative framework  

 The term “patent” is misused in the national regulations and used as a tool for 

protection of breeder’s right.  

 The issue of highest royalty collection in the seed industry to be translated into the 

work of the Central Asian region. 

 Issues of import and export of seeds from neighbouring countries because of the 

incompliance with customs clearance procedures due to the low enforcement of the 

legislation.  

 Registry record for the seed is in line with the requirements of the Russian Federation. 

At present  

 Selection of Single Registry Catalogue for the countries in the Customs Union for 

Russia and Ukraine. 

 In the course of the meeting Memorandum of Understanding is to be signed between 

NUPB&SP and Seed Association of Kyrgyzstan. 

 

 

 


