
TRAINING OF FUTURE WHEAT BREEDERS 

 

Wheat remains as a staple food crop 

for most Central Asian countries. 

However its yield is still very low 

because of superior varieties’ 

shortage, high quality seeds, inputs, 

etc. Wheat is also damaged by 

different diseases and pests which 

reduce grain yield and its quality. 

Thus the main objective of the 

national wheat breeding programs is 

to develop high yielding varieties 

which are resistant to diseases 

(mainly to rusts) and to ensure  good 

baking quality of grain. 

Nevertheless, the generation gap and 

lack of well-trained young 

professionals, in addition to insufficient financial support, are the bottlenecks of breeding 

programs’ further development and wheat production increase. In this regard, CGIAR Centers 

support the national breeding programs by training  the specialists and supplying advance 

lines for further screening and selection of varieties adapted to certain climatic condition and 

resistant to biotic stresses.  

Considering the importance of training young professionals, in 2012, FAO-SEC together with 

CIMMYT (International Maize and Wheat Improvement Center) started supporting national 

breeders’ participation in the wheat improvement training course ,being conducted in Mexico.  

This year, two young specialists – Ms. Jamala Mursalova (Azerbaijan) and Mr. Oybek 

Amonov (Uzbekistan), together with 21 participants from 16 countries , attended the three-

month training course. The course took place on 01 March  to 31 May 2012. It runs every 

year as part of CIMMYT’s 

commitment to long-term, in-depth 

training, whose addressee are the 

early career scientists.  

The objective of the course is to 

make sure that each participant 

returns home with the skills and 

knowledge needed to design and 

sustain a modern wheat 

improvement program, where 

teamwork and interdisciplinary 

research are valued. Participants 

were involved in lectures given by 

CIMMYT scientist and invited 

speakers, such as Dr. Jesse Dubin, Dr. Perry Gustafson, Dr. Bob McIntosh, Dr. Ignacio Solís, 



Dr. Andrea Masi among others. Additionally, they had hands-on trainings such as 

emasculation, inoculation, seeding, pulling plants and seed selection, which were held under 

the guidance of wheat scientist. On their way back to Obregon , trainees had a chance to visit 

some important sites such as the Asociación de Agricultores del Río de Sinaloa Poniente 

(AARSP), which are one of the platforms of Pacific Hub, as well as the Genetic Resources 

National Center (CNRG) in Tepatitlán and CIMMYT Toluca Experimental Station.  

J. Mursalova and O. Amonov felt highly enthusiastic about traveling to Mexico and visiting 

CIMMYT in order to learn more about wheat improvement techniques. It was the first time 

they traveled overseas.  

“The training course at CIMMYT, in Mexico, was a great chance and good start for 

our future carrier. We got a lot of precious information on wheat physiology, diseases  and 

took part in practical works in the field. We have also met with great scientists and have made 

good friends with people from different countries. This program, gave us a chance to share 

rooms with persons from other countries with different cultures. We have improved our 

English and have taken some Spanish classes,too. We were honoured to participate in the 2
nd

 

International Workshop of the Wheat Yield Consortium, celebrations of the 98
th

 Anniversary 

of Dr. Norman Borlaug and field days.  

We would like to extend our gratitude to  FAO and CIMMYT for supporting our 

participation in the training course in Mexico and giving such a  promising opportunity  to 

young researchers” - wrote J.Mursalova and O.Amanov in the report submitted to FAO-SEC.  

It is worth  noting  that during the graduation ceremony, Oybek Amonov  was recognized as a 

successful trainee.  

Our trainees continue working on the enhancement of wheat production in their home 

countries, and FAO-SEC congratulates the participants for successful completion of the 

course and looks forward to the future collaboration  

 

 

 

 

 


