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The annual Joint Meeting of the FAO Panel of Experts on Pesticide Residues in Food and the 

Environment and the WHO Core Assessment Group on Pesticide Residues was held in Rome, 

Italy, from 9 to 18 September 2008. The FAO Panel of Experts had met in Preparatory Sessions 

from 4 to 8 September. The Meeting was held in pursuance of recommendations made by 

previous meetings and accepted by the governing bodies of FAO and WHO that studies should 

be undertaken jointly by experts to evaluate possible hazards to humans arising from the 

occurrence of pesticide residues in foods. During the meeting the FAO Panel of Experts was 

responsible for reviewing pesticide use patterns (good agricultural practices), data on the 

chemistry and composition of the pesticides and methods of analysis for pesticide residues 

and for estimating the maximum residue levels that might occur as a result of the use of the 

pesticides according to good agricultural practices. The WHO Core Assessment Group was 

responsible for reviewing toxicological and related data and for estimating, where possible and 

appropriate, acceptable daily intakes (ADIs) and acute reference doses (ARfDs) of the pesticides 

for humans. This report contains information on ADIs, ARfDs, maximum residue levels, and 

general principles for the evaluation of pesticides. The recommendations of the Joint Meeting, 

including further research and information, are proposed for use by Member governments 

of the respective agencies and other interested parties.
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INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMME ON CHEMICAL SAFETY

The preparatory work for the toxicological evaluation of pesticide residues carried out 
by the WHO Expert Group on Pesticide Residues for consideration by the FAO/WHO Joint 
meeting on Pesticide Residues in Food and the Environment is actively supported by the 
International Programme on Chemical Safety (IPCS).
IPCS is a joint venture of the United Nations Environment Progamme, the International 
Labour Organization and the World Health Organization. One of the main objectives 
of IPCS is to carry out and disseminate evaluations of the effects of chemicals on human 
health and the quality of the environment.

This report contains the collective views of two international groups of 
experts and does not necessarily represent the decisions or the stated 
policy of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations or 
of the World Health Organization.

Monographs containing summaries or residue data and toxicological
data considered at the 2008 JMPR, together with recommendations, are available upon

request from FAO or WHO under the title:

Pesticide residues in food 2008
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Part I: Residues
FAO Plant Production and Protection Paper
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INTRODUCTION 

The Report of the Joint Meeting of the FAO Panel of Experts on Pesticide Residues in Food and the 
Environment and the WHO Core Assessment Group (JMPR), held in Rome, 9-18 September 2008, 
contains a summary of the evaluations of residues in foods of the various pesticides considered, as 
well as information on the general principles followed by the Meeting (JMPR, 2008).  The present 
document contains summaries of the residues data considered, together with the recommendations 
made. 

The Evaluations are issued in two parts: 

Part I: Residues (by FAO); 

Part II: Toxicology (by WHO). 

For those interested in both aspects of pesticide evaluation, both parts and the Report containing 
summaries of residues and toxicological considerations are available. 

Some of the compounds considered at the Meeting were previously evaluated and reported on in 
earlier publications.  In general, only new information is summarized in the relevant monographs but 
reference is made to previously published evaluations, which should also be consulted.  In the case of 
older compounds which are re-evaluated as part of the periodic review programme of the CCPR, a 
review of all available data, including data which may have previously been submitted, is carried out.  
Compounds evaluated for the first time are indicated by a single asterisk and those evaluated in the 
CCPR periodic review programme by double asterisks in the Table of Contents. 

Summaries of recommended MRLs, STMR and HR levels and assessments of dietary intake, are 
published as Annexes 1, 3 and 4 in the Report, and reference is made to this report. 

The name of the compound appearing as the title of each monograph is followed by its Codex 
Classification Number in parentheses. 

References to previous Reports and Evaluations of Joint Meetings are listed in Annex I. 
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