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Global production of aquatic animals for human
consumption from aquaculture continued to grow
substantially in the past decade, reaching the annual
production level of 55.7 million tonnes in 2009 from 32.4
million tonnes in 2000. Aquaculture has been the fastest-
growing animal food producing sector. Aquaculture
contributed nearly half (47.3 percent) of the world’s food fish
consumption, up from 33.8 percent in 2000. With stagnating
global capture fishery production and an increasing
population, aquaculture is perceived as having the greatest
potential to produce more fish in the future to meet the
growing demand for safe and quality aquatic food.

The underlying data used to create this map was derived from World Aquaculture Production (Quantities and values) Dataset 1950-2009, released in March 2011 by Statistics and Information
Service, Fisheries and Aquaculture Department, Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO). The data in their format used here were extracted from the Dataset using
FishStat Plus - Universal software for fishery statistical time series (available at: www.fao.org/fishery/statistics/software/fishstat). However, users can also use FishStatJ, the new generation of
the FishStat Plus software (available at www.fao.org/fishery/topic/18238/en).

The designations employed and the presentation of material in the map do not
imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of FAO concerning the
legal or constitutional status of any country, territory or sea area, or concerning the
delimitation of frontiers.
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Data on aquaculture production of aquatic plants worldwide are not included in this map.
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