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What is the World Banana Forum (WBF)? %

Multi-stakeholder global platform created to leverage dialogue '

and cooperation among players in the banana value chain

Mission:

Promote sustainable production and trade

Objective:

Support the adoption of good practices that address
environmental, economic and social challenges including

value distribution, externalities and negative impacts.
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Why bananas?

A The world® most exported fresh fruit (> US$ 7 billion/year)
A Essential source of income and employment for hundreds of
thousands of rural households in developing countries.
A Serious environmental, economic and social challenges due to:
A Large monoculture plantations
A High use of agrochemicals (mostly fertilizers and pesticides)
A High production costs
Almpacts on workers and local communities
A Low market prices

Meeting those complex challenges requires the involvement of all
stakeholders of the banana sector worldwide.
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Structure of the WBF and deliverables

A Steering Committee
A Secretariat hosted by the FAO

A Thematic Working Groups:
1. Sustainable Production Systems and Environmental Impact
2. Distribution of Value
3. Labour Rights

A Task Forces: Fundraising, Communication, Fusarium TR4

Some Outputs to date

A Key players working together to set a level playing field:

A Online portal to exchange information on good practices;

A Training workshops and capacity-building projects;

A Collaborative public-private partnerships and field research;
A National and international events to plan joint actions;

A Publication of statistics, analyses and case studies.
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Members

The WBF welcomes the participation of any stakeholder v i
from the sector willing to contribute towards a sustainable “" /
banana value chain. S

AMajor banana companies

ARetailers

AProducers and their organizations
ATrade associations and exporter groups
ACivil Society Organizations

ATrade Unions

AResearch institutions

AGovernmental representatives
Alnternational Organizations

APublic and private donors
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Banana diseases 1 Case Studies:

Acusarium wilt Tropical Race 4 |
(Foc TR4)

MBlack leaf streak
Black Sigatoka
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Fusarium Wilt or Panama Disease
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Support the banana

#%  GOING BANANAS?

}%/%% The serious threats facing the world's favourite fruit Be o Banana. Friend. Foreuer
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Learn how we can save the banana... And why that is so important.

When was the last time you ate a banana? Have you ever considered what it might be S“ﬂw"é with o Tweet!

%
like if the famous musical hit 'Yes, we have no bananas' was to become a reality?

A threat called Panama Disease
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http://panamadisease.org/about
http://www.panamadisease.org

© Miguel Dita

The current banana industry avendisfiDcean

Cavendish plantatioq Colombia 2013




Cavendish varieties comprises 41% of all bananas grown worldwi
and > 60 % in Top 10 producing countries

Cavendish (AAA)
Pantains (AAB)
Other dessert types
Other cooking types

Banana production Top 10 producing countries [Dita et al 2013ata FAO stat,escot2010]



Fusarium Wilt of Banana: Global distribution

Clggule

o Problem Area (Race 1)

This area is under attack by Race
1 of Panama disease.

MAP

o Problem Area (Tropical Race 4) o Banana daily diet area

This area is under severe attack
of the new Tropical Race 4 (TR4)

strain of Fusarium.

This area is on risk. The farmers
here made the banana their
living.

This map represents the FOC distribution for illustrative
purposes only and it is not based on scientific research or
to be taken as an official reference .

Source : www .pananmadisease .org/en/map
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By the 1960s, Gros Michel had been replaced in export production by cultivars c
the Cavendish subgroup
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Gros Michel learns his fate



Symptoms
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Foc dissemination in the field Soitborne disease
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RIP- Killed by TR4™ 375




