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Thursday 18 October 2018 - Global Thematic Event on the 
Right to Food Guidelines 

Wrap up by the facilitator at the end of the CFS plenary session 

1. The results of the plenary session were summarized by the facilitator, Mr. Michael 

Windfuhr, Deputy Director, German Institute for Human Rights. 

2. The Voluntary Guidelines to Support the Progressive Realization of the Right to 

Adequate Food in the Context of National Food Security (the Guidelines) were only 

adopted 14 years ago (2004) and transferring international law into practice is a long 

process. The Guidelines provide to the CFS and the Rome-based Agencies (RBAs) a 

sound governance-oriented framework that was adopted unanimously. Any assessment of 

the Guidelines have to take that into consideration. 

3. The Guidelines are highly relevant to the SDGs, including SDG 16 (on governance) 

which will be reviewed by the High-Level Political Forum (HLPF) in July 2019. The 

Guidelines provide an overall framework to assess the governance of policies in the area 

of the food, agriculture and nutrition sectors. The CFS and the Rome-Based agencies can 

report on the application of the Guidelines and also on the process adopted to gather 

evidence next Summer in New York. 

4. Progress in implementing the Guidelines is quite encouraging considering the number of 

contributions received to inform the Global Thematic Event (GTE), the presentations 

from panelists from Bangladesh, Burkina Faso, Colombia and European Economic and 

Social Committee and the Civil Society Mechanism during the event, and the 

interventions from the floor. 

5. There is obviously room for better and broader use of the Guidelines nationally and in 

CFS work as was discussed during the event.  

Important lessons learnt: 

6. Inclusive and participatory processes are important to help focus on those persons whose 

rights continue to be violated and need more policy attention – i.e. vulnerable groups, 

groups often overlooked or discriminated. 

7. Government institutions at national but also at regional and local level need to develop 

the capacity to use and apply the Guidelines and monitor their implementation.  

8. High-level political support is essential for success and to move the agenda forward. 

9. The application of the Guidelines can ensure government policies address the most 

marginalized and vulnerable and help identify legal lacunae or persons and groups 

overlooked in national policies. 
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10. The Guidelines have been useful to civil society for monitoring state implementation and 

identifying problems and loopholes in national policies. 

To sum up: 

 Government support is first and foremost needed, requiring political will and 

decisions, and the mainstreaming of the Guidelines in legislation, constitutions 

and policies. 

 Participatory policy processes should guarantee space for civil society and private 

sector actors to operate and contribute.  

 RBA should support these processes continuously.  

 CFS should continue to promote the Guidelines and discuss progress and 

experiences on a regular basis. 

 The Guidelines should also be applied to new and important issues (such as 

climate change). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


