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B Food imports of Arab countries amounted to
US$56 billion in 2011, projected to shoot up
to US$150 billion in 2050. Staple cereals
constituted about 63% of the total
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The 2014 report of the Arab Forum for Environment and Development (AFED) on
Food Security points out that the Arab region imports about half the food it needs.
However, Arab countries can boost their food production, primarily by improving

crop productivity and irrigation efficiency, in addition to regional cooperation. o —
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B Scarce water: The average annual renewable water resources per capita in the Arab region is less
than 850 m®, compared to a world average of 6000 m®. 13 countries are classified in the severely
water scarce category, at less than 500 m®. The situation is so alarming in 6 of these countries, with
less than 100 m’, that AFED report created a special “exceptionally scarce” category for them. 85%
of fresh water is used in agriculture
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Cereals

H Changing food habits: Arab countries, as a
group, are self-sufficient in fish, but 25% of
meat demand is imported. AFED report calls
for increasing the production of fish and
poultry and shifting towards less
water-thirsty and more nutritive crops. This
requires changes in food consumption habits
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46% in cereals, 37% in  productivity:
sugar, and 54% in fats  Average 1133 kg/ha
and oils. The Arab in five major

region imports about
half its food. Cereal
annual production:
about 51 million tons

B High losses:
Grain post-harvest and
wheat import losses:
US$4 billion at 2011
import prices. This
represents 40% of
wheat produced in Arab
countries or 4-month
worth of wheat imports

B Low wastewater
treatment: 48% of 14
billion m® annually in the
Arab region. Only 9-37%
of treated wastewater
used in agriculture

producers (Algeria,
Irag, Morocco, Sudan
and Syria), compared
to a world average of
3619 kg/ha. Egypt is
an exception, with
7269 kg/ha

B Low irrigation
efficiency: Below
46% in 19 Arab
countries. Raising this
figure to the world
average of 70% would
save 50 billion m® of
water annually,
enough to produce
over 30 million tons of
cereals, equivalent to
45% of cereal imports
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LCOLOGICAL FOOTPRINT OF ARAB COUNTRIES

Resource Bankruptcy
-Available Biocapacity per
capita in the Arab region
fell by 60% in 50 years
-Ecological Footprint
increased by 78%
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SUSTAIABLE MANAGEMENT OF A SCARCE RESOURCE
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Exceptionally Scarce

-13 Arab countries less than
500 m3 per capita, 6 less
than 100 m3 per capita
-Domestic per capita water
consumption among highest
in the world

-Only 48% of wastewater
treated, 9-37% of this used
for irrigation

-Irrigation Efficiency below
46% in 19 countries

50% Loss

-Subsidies reaching 95%
-Growth in annual electricity
demand 8%, double growth
in GDP

-World’s highest energy
consumption and intensity
levels in some Arab
countries

-Losses in generation and
distribution 20%



Boosting supply in Energy, Water and Food not enough
-Changing consumption and production patterns
-Revisiting subsidies policies. Fiscal measure to affect change

-Energy: Renewable and Efficiency
-Water: Re-use and Efficiency

Food: Efficient production, boosting productivity. Change food habits, shifting to
commodities which are less water-intensive, with similar or higher nutritional value.




AFED 2015 report on Sustainable Consumption

Public Opinion Sustainable Consumption Survey
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