
                          HIGH LEVEL FORUM ON CONNECTING SMALLHOLDERS TO MARKETS 

                                    ANNOTATED AGENDA 

 

MORNING SESSION 

1. Opening: CFS Chair and HLF Moderator  

Opening remarks by the CFS Chair, Ms Gerda Verburg and presentation of the event by the HLF 
Moderator, Ms Zeinab Badawi, International Broadcaster. 

2. Keynote speech and Discussant:   

The objective is to provide overview of the reality and conditions within which the 2 billion rural 
people living on 500,000,000 small farms operate, their relation within existing markets and their 
role within changing global food systems. This session will represent the starting point of a discussion 
which is intended to lead to the identification of opportunities and challenges for smallholders. 

3. Learning lessons from concrete examples – showcasing examples and good practices from the 
background document  

This session would focus back on to the experiences and realities of smallholders and give concrete 
examples of what worked where. 

Examples and good practices will be presented to showcase how farmers and farmer groups seized 
opportunities to engage under beneficial conditions for them in markets and how this has resulted in 
increased food security and nutrition. 

Following the presentation of the case studies, the floor will be opened to provide comments and 
address questions to the panellists.  

AFTERNOON SESSION 

4.  High Level Panel: Moving to policy recommendations and areas of intervention 

This is the final panel that closes the day with a broader discussion on the key issues regarding the 
relations between smallholders, markets and food security and nutrition on which further research 
and policy debate are needed as well as on how to measure the benefits for smallholders and the 
real impact of the different approaches to linking smallholders to markets. Finally, inputs on 
potential steps to be undertaken by CFS to address these matters would be welcome. 

The Moderator, drawing on the outcomes of the morning discussion, will ask the panellists to 
address the matters raised with a view to arriving at broad conclusions. The floor will be opened to 
provide comments and address questions to the panellists. 

5. CLOSURE 

The CFS Chair will close the session by summarizing the results of the day based on the synthesis 
provided by the HLF Moderator. 
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