
 
 

DEVELOPING THE KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS AND TALENT OF YOUTH 
TO FURTHER FOOD SECURITY AND NUTRITION 

 

The following case study was received as a result of a call issued by the Committee on World Food Security for 

case studies highlighting examples of initiatives aimed at ‘Developing the knowledge, skills and talent of youth 

to further food security and nutrition’.  The cases received provide the background for a discussion of lessons 

learned and potential policy implications at a special event on October 15
th

, 2015 during CFS 42.  Find out more 

at www.fao.org/cfs/youth.  

Background 

The registrations of farmers in the Federal Capital Territory in which to encourage the timely 

distribution of farming input, e.g  The Fertilizers  and the seedlings  and other Agricultural inputs  

both to  the youth and the adult, and the documentations of the various exercises in the facilitation 

of food distribution, nutrition development   and encouraged the farmers to get access to farming 

input and cultivation of land which is being done in the  Five areas council of the Federal Capital 

Territory Abuja, Nigeria ,Municipal , Gwagwalada, Abaji, Kwali , Bwari. Selected Schools were taken 

and farmers which includes youth  were asked to go and register their names and documentation of 

some information.  This is done with the help of the Agricultural Development Programe , 

International Fertilizers Development company  and Michael Adedotun Oke Foundation. And a data 

of farmers were produce. 

Challenges  

Most of the youths that came for the farmers registration does not have the necessary identification 

to been register during the period. The cost of moving to the registration centre’s as a great 

implication of the youth due to the cost implications. The time limit period and the equipment used 

take a lot of time and there must been  reduction of spend and people were  ask to wait for their 

turn in the process people are being discourage. The use of mobile phone have been an  obstacles 

most of the youth cannot afford to buy the mobile phone,  and couple to the network problems, 

there are some areas that there is no connectivity and this has hinder the work in progress. Capacity 

building of the youth were neglected in the various stages and steps to been taken in ensuring the 

registration. No details of  information about how to start and the mobilization of the youth to 

engage in the registration because there are not sufficient time being   been allocated for the 

registrations of the youth.  Financial problems were the organization does not have sufficient money 

to cover all the rural areas of the Federal Capital Territory does also limit the period of the 

registration and the number of staff that will cover the various exercises and the issues of 

machineries too work with. 

Approach Used  

http://www.fao.org/cfs/youth


 
This is due to the poor distribution of farming inputs to the youths and farmers and the corruption of 

involvement in input distribution were it  those not get too the beneficial  and this hinder food 

production. 

Outcome and Impact Achieved 

Numerous youth benefitted through using the Telephone to access their farming inputs and the card 

issues to them and they were able to use the input in Agricultural Production, increase in the supply 

of food and Employment Generation, increase in the Agricultural productivities and marketing of the 

Agricultural produce were also enhanced.  

Lessons Learned/Opportunities for Scaling-Up  

The recent registration of farmers was done earlier by filling a registration form were, it 

contains all the detailed information, using the personal pictures of the farmers at the end of 

the day, right finger  too  signature . A production of Identification card in other  to access 

farm inputs. Both another policy came that the farmers needs to register with the use of 

Tablet  computer, different equipment of  Solar Charging panel, Spare Batteries, 

Enumerators and Extension Agent  capture the  eligible  farmers, who seeks to be registered,  

within the guidelines of the GES-TAP, Some Enumerator, extension Agent   and Supervisors  

selected from Federal Capital Territory Agricultural Development  and Individual from 

different organization  in collaboration with the  International Fertilizer  Development Center 

and Federal Ministry of  Agriculture .Ges- tap cards were produce which gives all the vital 

information about the farmers and used to access farm inputs. 

How should the approach be adapted to other situations in the future? Suggestions for overcoming 

challenges?   

More time should been allow and more information should been made available to fast track the 

initiative and other form of identification can been use, creation of more registration centre very 

close to the farming communities especially targeted  to the youth that are into Agriculture. 

Policy Implications 

What policy changes are needed to support this type of initiative and scaling up?.  The Growth 

Enhancement support skills need the backing of the Government to been a continuous  exercises. 

Laws needs to been in place to make it formal and yearly event and also to capture those who have 

not register and produce a data base of the practicing farmers in the Federal Capital Territory to 

improve food nutrition . 

 


