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Background 

Provide brief overall context of where the initiative took place 

Farmers supported by their communities may be the answer to China's concern over food safety, 

efficient land use and the unbalanced distribution of rural-urban demographics.  

More importantly, it is a trend triggered by rampant food-safety problems thrown up in attempts 

to adequately feed a growing country of 1.35 billion. Huge waves of urban migration are yet 

another problem as the younger generations abandon the hard and thankless efforts of cultivation 

in their villages and head out to the bright lights. 

Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) encourages young farmers to go back to the land, and 

offers them a business model that gives them insurance against fluctuating prices brought on by 

inclement weather, unpredictable harvests and natural disasters. 

Shared Harvest in suburban Beijing takes its name from a CSA guidebook. It has also become living 

proof for this farming model since its inception in mid-2012. It is a cooperative that supplies more 

than 400 members with weekly boxes of green vegetables - all of which have been paid for upfront. 

Challenges 

Overview of the challenges faced in building knowledge, skills, or talent development of youth 

This new initiative has also helped its farmers, by educating them on agricultural methods that are 

sustainable, with an emphasis on the long-term rather than short-term bounties. 

Traditional agriculture uses pesticides and fertilizers, whereas CSA demonstrates how to persuade 

farmers to let them know they can have a good outcome without pesticides and fertilizers. 

Not using pesticides and fertilizers, heavy farm works become a new challenge to the next 

generation of young farmers. 

In China, CSA is only at its juvenile stages, the market is immature. Also it will be a different 

challenge from North America, Australia and New Zealand etc, in China. There are now 500 CSA 

initiatives in China. 

Approach Used 

The following case study was received as a result of a 
call issued by the Committee on World Food Security 
for case studies highlighting examples of initiatives 
aimed at ‘Developing the knowledge, skills and talent 
of youth to further food security and nutrition’.  The 
cases received provide the background for a discussion 
of lessons learned and potential policy implications at 
a special event on October 15th, 2015 during CFS 42.  
Find out more at www.fao.org/cfs/youth. 



 
Outline why the approach was chosen for the specific challenges and context 

Shared Harvest in suburban Beijing takes its name from a CSA guidebook. It has also become living 

proof for this farming model since its inception in mid-2012. Shared Harvest Farm is a cooperative 

that supplies more than 400 members with weekly boxes of green vegetables - all of which have 

been paid for upfront. 

Outcome and Impact Achieved 

How many youth benefitted? How did they benefit? How were food security and nutrition improved? 

This new initiative has also helped its farmers, by educating them on agricultural methods that are 

sustainable, with an emphasis on the long-term rather than short-term bounties. 

As of now, we have educated about 100 youths. Young people learned this new model and go back 

to build their own CSA farm. 

Lessons Learned/Opportunities for Scaling-Up 

How should the approach be adapted to other situations in the future? Suggestions for overcoming 

challenges? 

Now we have a lot of young people have returned home.  They like the new model and practice at 

home. To insist no use of pesticides and fertilizers will be the challenge, But to persuade consumers 

to spend more money to buy their organic products will be the biggest challenge. The only way to 

face this challenge by insistingon disseminating health and sustainable living ideas to your 

consumers,  and treat them just like they are your friends. 

Policy Implications 

What policy changes are needed to support this type of initiative and scaling up? 

1.Give more technical support to ecological farming; 

2.Build more rigorous and comprehensive food inspection systems; 

3.Give more encouragement to ecological agriculture; 

 


