
 
 

 

DEVELOPING THE KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS AND TALENT OF YOUTH 

TO FURTHER FOOD SECURITY AND NUTRITION 

The following case study was received as a result of a call issued by the Committee on World Food Security for 

case studies highlighting examples of initiatives aimed at ‘Developing the knowledge, skills and talent of youth 

to further food security and nutrition’ in order to prepare a synthesis of lessons learned and potential policy 

implications as background for a special event planned for CFS 42.  Find out more at www.fao.org/cfs/youth.  

Mini Grants 

Women and girls make up half of the global population, but are often discriminated against in terms 
of employment, pay and the availability of resources. Creating opportunities for women and girls is 
crucial to ensuring gender equality. This is particularly relevant within the agricultural and food 
sector where surveys in a wide range of countries have shown that 85 - 90 % of the time spent on 
household food preparation is women’s time. A factor contributing to the marginalization of women 
and girls is their time poverty resulting from the triple burden of combining production 
responsibilities, household chores and care responsibilities, and community care work. It is vital that 
women and girls are offered support towards achieving education, and engaging in their 
communities.  
 
Since 2011, mini-grants of up to US$ 1 000 have been provided to empower Girl Guide and Girl 
Scout groups around the world to undertake climate change and food security projects in their 
local communities. Through the collaboration between WAGGGS, YUNGA and FAO country 
offices, girls and young women are able to be active agents of change in their local communities, 
play an active part in solving local issues and raising community awareness through engaging 
activities and action-oriented projects. 
 
The mini-grants have been used to undertake actions in over 10 countries with over 500 participants, 
examples include improving food security for over 1000 Kenyan Girl Guides living in the slums by 
teaching self-subsistence methods, such as growing food, making briquettes, using a solar cooker and 
harvesting rainwater. While in South Africa, Girls Guides and Girl Scouts planted trees and raised 
awareness about climate change and the carbon impact of imported food at ‘Camp Activate’.  
 
In South America, Girl Guides were involved in raising awareness about personal and environmental 
care in orphanages in Argentina. 140 Brazilian Girl Guides and Girl Scouts worked to promote a 
community waste collection scheme called ‘ECOPOINT’. 
 
Other examples include the repainting and restoring of a community mural depicting environmental 
issues as a way of kick-starting discussions in the community. This took place in the Commonwealth 
of Dominica. WAGGGS in Bkinnaya, Lebanon, held an information and activity day called ‘Act to 
Reduce Climate Change’ to educate and raise awareness. 
 
These activites and the support provided through FAO/YUNGA and WAGGS has allowed hundreds of 
girls to make an impact in their local community and be engaged with issues of food security and 
climate change. Raising awareness, building confidence and experience is vital to encouraging 
ambition and equality for girls and women.  
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