
 
 

DEVELOPING THE KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS AND TALENT OF YOUTH 

TO FURTHER FOOD SECURITY AND NUTRITION 

 

The following case study was received as a result of a call issued by the Committee on World Food Security for 

case studies highlighting examples of initiatives aimed at ‘Developing the knowledge, skills and talent of youth 

to further food security and nutrition’.  The cases received will provide the background for a discussion of 

lessons learned and potential policy implications at a special event planned for CFS 42.  Find out more at 

www.fao.org/cfs/youth.  

APPTASTIC: AGRI ASSISTANT 

Background 
Product: technological application that focuses on: 
1. The traceability component in the Global Gap requirements needed from soil preparation, 

planting, harvesting, processing and exporting of fruits and vegetables. 
2. Plant doctor that serves as expert interaction through a forum or live chat with an agriculture 

expert/doctor. 
 
Technological platforms: 
Mobile Application (Android & iOs) and Web application. 
 
The initiative took place in Suriname. The target area the periphery districts Saramacca and Wanica.  
This areas are the agriculture parts of Suriname. Most of the families are also farmers.   
 

Challenges 
1. To get the youth interested in agriculture 
2. Create mind shift by using a technological application 
3. Involvement of the parents/ community     
4. Gather specific information for the application 
5. Understanding the Global Gap system 
6. Getting the app to marketplace/end users 
 

Approach Used 
A needs analysis was executed through empirical investigation which had two major results: 
1. The farmer has trouble with traceability paperwork towards GLOBAL GAP certification 
2. Expert advice was not readily available especially fast, reliable on the field of solving plant health 

problems. 
 

 The traceability component in the Global Gap certification was used as starting point. With the 
information provided by Global Gap a technological application was designed.  Currently the 
farmers are the main target group. But to create a sustainable impact, the youth will be involved 
in the process. The youth of nowadays is interested in technology and mobile apps. So that will 
be used to engaged youth in getting interested in agriculture. The parents and community were 
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approached to inform them about the application and the benefits it can have for the community 
and their children.  

 The plant doctor was first created as a basic gateway for farmers to send a photo of their 
unhealthy plant, and receive feedback from a plant doctor. This was later broadened with a 
forum for farmers to submit their cases and to interact and learn from each other through best 
practises. Additionally the data can be used by government to monitor where and when certain 
plant diseases are active to apply necessary precautions. 

 

Outcome and Impact Achieved 
Outcome Benefit youth 

(...... youths) 
Improved food 
security and 
nutrition 

Impact 
achieved  

to provide development 
tools (technological 
application)towards 
youth to produce healthy 
vegetables for the 
advancement towards 
healthier human beings.  
 

1. Understand the farming 
method 

2. Understand international 
accepted procedures 
(Global Gap) 

3. Becoming potential 
farmers 

4. Use modern technology to 
create sustainable 
development 

5. Potential agro business 
6. Interest in agricultural 

study  

1. Produce 
healthy 
vegetables 

2. Secure food for 
the next 
generation 

3. Using soil in a 
sustainable 
way  

A healthy 
community 
with good 
knowledge 
about food 
and safety 
from a 
agricultural 
approach.   

 

Lessons Learned/Opportunities for Scaling-Up 

1. Launch the application for a broader audience 
2. The knowledge needs to be available in other contents expect of an application so it can 

reach more people especially youth that don’t has access to internet and or has no smart 
phone or tablet.  

3. Create a knowledge centre that registers all best practices so its accessible to all 
stakeholders. 

4. Celebrate each real life harvest based on the instructions of the application.  
 

Policy Implications 

1. Improve and upgrade education on agriculture 
2. Active involvement of policy makers in community projects 
3. Create government regulated incentives for sustainable solutions (green planting and 

harvesting). 


