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CFS OEWG-SDGs Meeting # 4 
Date: 22 June 2016 
Time: 14:30-17:30  
Location: IFAD, Italian room 
 

Outcomes 
Fourth meeting of the Open Ended Working Group (OEWG) on Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs) 
 

 

Webcast: http://webcasting.ifad.org/CFS_OEWG 

IISD reported on the meeting, available at: 

http://www.iisd.ca/download/pdf/sd/enbplus184num17e.pdf 

 

Agenda 
 

1. Welcome : Ms. Josefina Stubbs, Associate Vice President, Strategy and Knowledge 
Department, IFAD 

2. Updates : UNGA Resolution “Follow-Up And Review Of The 2030 Agenda For Sustainable 
Development At The Global Level”, Ms Carla Mucavi, Director of the FAO Liaison Office in NY 
on behalf of the RBAs (for information) 

3. Zero-draft proposal on CFS engagement to advance the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development (for discussion and finalization) 

4. Draft CFS43 decision text (for discussion and finalization) 
5. Preparing the 2017 HLPF contribution in CFS43 (for discussion) 
6. CFS products for the 2030 Agenda : mapping (for discussion) 
7. Closing 

 
 

Outcomes 
 

1. Opening 
 
The meeting was opened by Ms Ms. Josefina Stubbs, Associate Vice President, Strategy and 
Knowledge Department, IFAD. Ms Stubbs reflected on the recent intersessional event organized by 
the CFS Secretariat with the objective to allow CFS stakeholders to reflect and discuss the meaning 
of the 2030 Agenda for food security and nutrition actors, and stressed the centrality of CFS’ role in 
the years to come in advancing the food security and nutrition dimension of the 2030 Agenda for 
sustainable development, commending the OEWG-SDG for its work in this intersessional period, and 
for the strong proposal it aims to finalize this day. 
 

2. Updates : UNGA Resolution “Follow-Up And Review Of The 2030 Agenda For Sustainable 
Development At The Global Level”, Ms Carla Mucavi, Director of the FAO Liaison Office in 
NY on behalf of the RBAs (for information) 

http://webcasting.ifad.org/CFS_OEWG
http://www.iisd.ca/download/pdf/sd/enbplus184num17e.pdf
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Ms. Carla Mucavi, Director of the FAO Liaison Office in New York, gave by videoconference an 

update on the 2030 Agenda 2030 process in New York and Events of Relevance for CFS, on behalf of 

the RBAs in New York. She updated OEWG participants on the content and the status of the draft 

resolution on the Follow-up and Review of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable development at Global 

level, in particular the themes for global reviews in 2017, 2018 and 2019, as well as the different 

subset of goals reviewed. She also shared some updates on the preparation for the 2016 HLPF 

meeting, including an invitation for the CFS Chair to participate as lead discussion in the thematic 

session on “Food security and sustainable agriculture, climate action, sustainable oceans and 

terrestrial ecosystems –adopting a Nexus Approach”, the organization of the first National Volunteer 

Reviews, and the CFS side-event on “Leaving No One Behind In Food Security And Nutrition 

Governance : The Inclusive Process And Policy Tools Of The Committee On World Food Security”. 

3. Proposal on CFS engagement to advance the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
(for discussion) 

 
The Chair introduced the zero-draft proposal (document CFS OEWG-SDGs/2016/06/22/02), revised 
by the CFS Secretariat with inputs from the technical taskteam based on the 3rd OEWG meeting 
discussions, as well as written inputs received prior to the meeting. The Chair called for general 
comments and reactions to the introduction of the document. The participants widely welcomed the 
revised document.  A request was made to facilitate reading for an outside audience by spelling out 
abbreviations, and it was recalled that suggestions in the proposal concerning the activities and 
mandates of other open ended working groups were not prescriptive, but rather a suggestion 
coming from the OEWG-SDG to other OEWGs to consider options which have been identified as 
relevant to support the Committee work towards the advancement of the 2030 Agenda in the 
future.  
 
The Chair then opened the floor for interventions on the second section “How will CFS contribute to 
the SDGs?” On policy convergence, requests were made to include “policy coherence” in the title, 
and to use language from the reform document on CFS’ roles and the GSF. While interventions 
converged on the need to better understand the notion of nexus between food security, nutrition 
and sustainable agriculture, and other SDGs of the 2030 Agenda, views diverged on the suitability of 
commissioning such a report from the HLPE, and the need for further work on the issue will be 
discussed within the MYPoW. Views were also exchanged on the pros and cons of a 4-year MYPoW 
including offering resource efficiency. With regards to lesson sharing, language was provided to 
further detail the added value of such activities, around inclusiveness, integration of sectors, and use 
of data.   
 
Discussions on the third section of the proposal “CFS engagement with the HLFP” focused on the 
process for CFS to contribute to HLPF global thematic reviews on a regular basis, when relevant. 
Participants expressed preference for the CFS Plenary to remain in October, nonetheless stressing 
the importance for CFS’ contribution to be relevant and prepared in a timely manner for the HLPF 
meeting, as opposed to 9 to 11 months in advance, as well as on the fact that this contribution 
should be discussed and agreed in Plenary. An agreement was reached for 2017 on CFS Plenary 
holding a substantive discussion on the theme of the upcoming HLPF review, leading to a mandate 
from Plenary to the Bureau to finalize the contribution, based on inclusive preparatory work, 
possibly by an Open Ended Working Group. The Committee will be able to assess the efficiency of 
this process for the remaining years of the first cycle, until 2019, within the MYPoW OEWG. While 
some participants welcomed an acknowledgement of the opportunity for CFS and its High Level 
Panel of Experts (HLPE) represented by the Global Sustainable Development Report released every 
four years to provide a science-policy interface supporting HLPF discussions, others stressed the 
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importance of distinguishing between independent HLPE reports, and negotiated CFS policy 
recommendations. 
 
Participants commented on the communication and outreach section of the document, stressing 
that a more active participation of other major actors such as regional bodies did not require an 
amendment of CFS Rules of Procedure. An updated communication strategy should focus on the 
potential of CFS products to support countries’ integrated implementation of the 2030 Agenda. 
 

4. Draft CFS43 decision text (for discussion and finalization) 
 

Participants discussed the draft decision text prepared and revised in accordance with the Proposal 
on CFS engagement in advancing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and agreed on 
minor modifications on language concerning processes in other working groups, and on the 
modalities for CFS’ contribution to HLPF reviews. In particular, the decision also includes language on 
the process to prepare the 2017 HLPF contribution including preparatory work by an Open Ended 
Working Group in the intersessional period 2016-2017. 
 

5. Preparing the 2017 HLPF contribution in CFS43 (for discussion) 
 

Participants agreed on the need to request from the CFS Bureau an amendment to the CFS43 
annotated agenda, in order to ensure that a substantive discussion on the contribution of CFS to the 
2017 HLPF review theme would take place in October 2016. The OEWG-SDG Chair will inform the 
CFS Chair of this request to add an item to the Bur/AG agenda to allow for this discussion. 
 

6. CFS products for the 2030 Agenda : mapping (for discussion) 
 

Participants welcomed the reverse mapping and requested that the document be shared via the CFS 
website. 
 

7. Next steps 
 

The OEWG-Chair summarized all comments received, and a revised proposal was sent to participants 
on 24 June 2016 COB, for a “no objection” procedure until 1st July 2016 COB, after which the 
document would be considered agreed, notwithstanding minor editorial corrections on the text by 
the CFS Secretariat to improve readability. 
 
The Chair concluded the meeting by thanking all participants for their sustained commitment to the 
process and workstream. He recognized the good support provided by the technical taskteam 
consisting in representatives from CSM, FAO, IFAD, PSM, SCN, SRSG UNSG, WFP. He commended the 
work of the CFS Secretariat throughout the period, and thanked FAO, IFAD and WFP teams for the 
support in organizing the meetings in different premises. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


