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Comments from Costa Rica 

 
General comments 

Costa Rica considers this HLPE report an excellent contribution where the importance of sustainable 

forestry for food and nutritional security is remarkably determined. The traditional concept that 

deforestation for agricultural expansion offers more opportunities to improve the well-being of 

populations is widely discredited, as, in the long term, these immediate benefits can result in depletion 

of natural resources, simplification of diets and livelihoods endangerment. 

This document is a valuable tool as it provides robust information for decision makers that frequently 

need to address divergent positions between conservation and production, especially for those involved 

in public policy coordination between stakeholders involved in territorial management. 

In general terms, our Delegation would appreciate to see a slightly broader focus in the policy guidance 

process, so that biodiversity can be better mainstreamed in the linkages between sustainable forestry 

and FSN, from a synergistic perspective that goes beyond the protecting functions that it receives from 

forests, which are already very well documented along the report. From there, the final document can 

also recognize the paramount importance of the Payments for Ecosystem Services, which are not 

specifically mentioned on it: Costa Rica appreciates and welcomes the explanation given about the 

Payments for Environmental Services, but considers that this financial incentive is becoming exhausted; 

in this regard, new mechanisms -including public-private partnerships- that promote the development 

and application of production techniques of ecosystem services originating from good practices in 

agricultural and forest activities within the same production unit and, must be highlighted.  

Finally, we would prefer to use the phrase "forest food products" instead of "forest foods" only. 

 

Specific comments 

Summary 

- Farther the mention that "Forests and trees are also used as a source of fodder by farmers and 

pastoralists in traditional extensive systems and in more intensive silvopastoral systems" (p. 12, par. 7), 

we believe that the relationship between forests and pastures could have been further developed. In 

Latin American and Caribbean region, between 25% and 50% of land is being used in pastures -and to a 

great extent, they are degraded-. Accordingly, the final document that will be agreed by the group might 

take this issue into consideration.   

- On paragraph 27 (p. 15), we feel that the imperative need to improve governance between the forest-

environmental sector and the agricultural sector, which, in many cases, has different views on 

productive landscapes management, must be emphasized. 



 

Recommendations 

- On Section 1 (Develop and use of..., p. 16), which refers to knowledge development, we favor the 

importance of mentioning in the policy guidance document, the need to generate specific 

methodologies to allow traceability and appropriate capacity measurement of the different units 

(comprehensive farms) that provide forest food products. 

- On Section 4 (Promote multifunctional..., p. 17), we consider that the agreed document could take into 

account that there're productive units showing important degrees of degradation and loss of their 

production capabilities of ecosystem services, reason why the approach has to be that of territorial 

ordering, together with land use capacity and, from there, it will be possible intensify agricultural 

activities and forest restoration at local level. 

- On Section 5 (Acknowledge the importance and..., p. 17), we think that would be important to relate 

the forests to the concept of green infrastructure, on which the resilience of livelihoods largely depends, 

in particular when confronting extreme hydro meteorological events and climate change negative 

effects. Including this in the policy guidance paper will be very valuable. 

- On Section 6 (Recognize and respect..., p. 18), we totally agree with the fact that it's vital to achieve the 

effectiveness of public policies oriented to sustainable forestry management, since an important 

amount of regulatory frameworks do not address properly the issue of tenure rights, which leads to high 

percentages of forest populations -especially indigenous and rural women and youth- excluded from 

incentive programs (certifications, PES, carbon credits, etc.), compensations and others. We support a 

stronger language on this. 

 


