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Brazil’s Comments and Suggestions 
 
TITLE: 
 
1 – To keep the focus on agroecology, a possible compromise could be: 
 
 
TITLE: Innovative approaches for sustainable food systems: the contribution of agroecology for FSN 

+ 

Clarification in the scope: Agroecology is not an exclusive approach. Recognition of other existing 

innovative approaches. Coexistence among approaches. 

 
2 – We also can agree with the proposal to merge options 1 and 2 with elements of the HLPE note on critical 
and emerging issues on agroecology (item 2.5)  
 
TITLE: Last proposal made by French (Agroecological approaches and other innovations for sustainable and 

resilient food systems that contribute to food security and nutrition) 
 
+  
 
Include in the scope or ToR: bullet points of HLPE note (item 2.5) and paragraphs about the recognition 
different innovative approaches for sustainable food systems and FSN. 
 
 
SCOPE: 
 
Attempt to merge paragraphs of the original proposal (option 1) and Chair’s proposal (option 2) with some 
additional paragraphs (in bold): 
 
*** 
 
Rationale 
 
1. The global food system is at a crossroads. In the face of a rapidly growing population, increased pressure 
and competition over natural resources, increasingly severe consequences of climate change and the loss of 
biodiversity, sustainable and innovative approaches need to be developed to successfully combat hunger and 
malnutrition. It is key to promote more sustainable food systems that produce more with more socio-
economic benefits and with less environmental consequences. (from option 2) 
 
2. Future approaches and interventions will have to address the challenges behind poverty and inequality, 
unsustainable diets and consumption patterns, soil degradation, land and water scarcity, climate change, loss 
of biodiversity and stagnation of agricultural research. Given the challenges that food systems have to 
address in order to ensure food security and nutrition now and in the future, innovation have a key role to 
play. (from option 2) 
 
3. As pointed out by José Graziano da Silva, FAO Director-General, at the International Symposium on 
Agroecology for Food Security and Nutrition, held in Rome in September 2014, agroecological approaches 



offers win-win solutions which raise productivity, improve the capacity to recover and which make a more 
efficient use of natural resources. (from option 1) 
 
4. In 2015, Regional meetings on Agroecology were held in Africa, Asia and Latin America, jointly organized 
by FAO, governments, civil society organizations and academic institutions, as part of the process that  
brought  together  around 600 representatives from  government  institutions,  UN  agencies,  regional  
multilateral institutions, civil society (including small-scale food producer organizations, INGOs and NGOs), 
research and innovation institutions, development institutes, universities and the private sector. (from 
option 1) 
 
 
5. The clear message that came out of these meetings was that agroecological systems offer greater capacity 
for overcoming the challenges of the current crossroads that the global food system finds itself in, given that 
they provide solutions which are applied to each context with a capacity to combine knowledge, praxis and 
local innovation with scientific knowledge, while guaranteeing the sustainable use of natural resources. (from 
option 1) 
 
6. Moreover, through agroecology, “indigenous peoples, local communities and family farmers can overcome 
hunger  and  malnutrition  while  building  resilience  to  adapt  to  climate  change  in  a  sustainable way 
through agro?ecological food systems supported by conducive policies, adequate legislation, investment, 
knowledge sharing, research and innovation.” (from option 1) 
 
 
7. The information notes of the regional seminars also recognized that agroecology: (from option 1) 
 
 
* Plays an essential role in ensuring food and nutrition security, guaranteeing the human right to adequate 
food, improving equality, eradicating poverty and diversifying diets, all in a way which is suited to each culture 
and which promotes local food customs and traditional knowledge. 
 
* Recognises the central role of women in laying the right social foundations and fostering knowledge which 
allow for sustainable food systems to develop. 
* Promotes practices that allow young people to constantly regenerate knowledge, values, vision and 
leadership, which is all fundamentally important in moving towards food systems which are more 
sustainable. 
 
* Prevents environmental degradation and pollution, fostering greater resilience in food systems and thus 
making it easier to adapt to the negative impacts of climate change. 
 
* Reduces food loss and food waste, promoting integrated agricultural systems and resource saving which 
also shortens the  value chain  by building  strong links between small-scale food producers and consumers 
as well as between economies and local markets. 
 
8. According to the literature and the recollection of practices and experiences, agroecology also plays a key 
role in the protection and restoration of the biodiversity, implementing a different relationship between 
production and nature, as well as promoting people’s rights to biodiversity as a cornerstone of sustainable 
food systems. (from option 1) 
 
 
9. In 2016, the 34th FAO Regional Conference for Latin America and the Caribbean considered the Outcomes 
of the Regional Meeting on Agroecology in Latin America and the Caribbean (Brasilia) and recommended: 
(from option 1) 
 



 
* the  implementation  of  a  regional  programmatic  initiative  on  agroecology  (paragraph 41); 
 
* “to strengthen family farming and rural development policies based on a territorial agro-ecology approach, 
placing special emphasis on the interaction of policies for sustainable production and responsible 
consumption, disaster risk management, agricultural insurance, technical assistance, rural extension  and  
communication,  social  protection, and farm employment” (paragraph 31); and 
 
* urge FAO to continue working on agroecology (paragraph 37). 
 
10. From 29 to 31 August 2016, an International Symposium on Agroecology  for  Sustainable Agriculture and 
Food Systems in China was held in Yunnan, China. The Symposium was jointly organized by the  Chinese  
Academy  of  Agricultural  Sciences  (CAAS),  FAO,  and  the  People's Government of China and aimed at 
encouraging dialogue around the scientific basis and the experiences of implementing Agroecology in Asia 
and China. (from option 1) 
 
 
11. In short, agroecology provides concrete solutions for governments in promoting a transition towards 
sustainable food systems. An enabling policy environment is therefore fundamental. All that is required is 
courage and political will to promote actions which are responsible towards future generations. (from option 
1) 
 
 
12. Together with agroecological approaches, other innovations can contribute to the development of 
sustainable food and agricultural systems to improve food security and nutrition in the context of climate 
change. Therefore, it would be useful to see reflected in the proposed HLPE report references to a broader 
range of innovative approaches that enable and incentivize positive changes in agriculture and food 
systems and help to face the challenges and issues that were identified. (new paragraph) 
 
Scope 
 
13. It would be useful to have an HLPE report that identify and analyze the contribution of agroecological 
approaches and other innovations that ensure food security and nutrition while addressing the challenges 
related to the sustainability of ecosystems, the involvement of the most vulnerable actors in economic 
development and equitable access to resources. In this regard, the HLPE could be requested to analyze and 
provide evidence on the approaches and actions that have been effective.  In this analysis consideration 
should be given, inter alia, to the following elements:  
 
* Efficiency in the use of resources; 
* Rural livelihoods, equity and social well-being; 
* Resilience of people, communities and ecosystems to risks; 
* Context-specific solutions all along food chains; 
* Use of local and traditional knowledge; 
* The role of scientific research, innovation and capacity development programmes; 
* Effective governance and incentives mechanisms  
(adapted from option 2) 
 

 Include bullet points of item 2.5 of the HLPE note on critical and emerging issues 
 
(…) 
 
Confronted by major environmental, economic and social challenges, policy-makers need to understand how 
to harness the contributions of innovative approaches such as agroecology. The principles of agroecology are 



well established, but how to put them into practice on a larger scale raises may questions. Herunder are 
listed some of the critical issues that need to be further analysed to provide policy-makers and other 
stakeholders with guidance on how to realize the potential contribution of agroecology to food security and 
nutrition: 
 

- To what extent can agroecological innovations improve resource efficiency, strengthen resilience, 
secure social equity/responsibility and create decent jobs, in particular for youth, in agriculture and 
food systems, at different scales, in a range of agroclimatic zones and contexts? What are the 
controversies and uncertainties in the science and practice of agroecology? 

- What kinds of markets and regulations are required to support agroecological farming, remunerate 
farmers and strengthen local, regional and national economies? How do trade rules, intellectual 
property rights on seeds and livestock, as well as food and safety regulations impact on 
agroecological pathways to food and nutrition security? 

- How to better integrate different knowledge systems in participatory processes to tailor 
agroecological innovations to unique and highly diverse local situations? What challenges does this 
participatory research create for national and international research and extension systems? What 
are the enabling policies, organizational changes, institutional arrangements and new professional 
practices required to scale up and promote agroecological solutions for sustainable agriculture and 
food systems? 

 
 

 Include an analysis on how different innovative approaches can interact in the field to improve FSN 
 
CFS added value and contributions to CFS objectives 
 
14. The CFS, as the primary global space for promoting policy convergence on food security and nutrition, in 
honor of its founding principles and thanks to its capacity for building a synthesis between scientific 
discussions and multi-stakeholder political and practice informed discussions, plays a fundamental role in 
promoting solutions for overcoming the crossroads that the global food system currently finds itself in. (from 
option 1) 
 
 
15. Regarding agroecology, as acknowledged by regional seminars and FAO regional conferences, 
agroecology is one of the best alternatives for achieving food and nutrition security. Furthermore, it is an 
area in which several different stakeholders (CSOs, academics, national food and agricultural agencies, policy 
makers and different constituencies in some countries) have accumulated the necessary knowledge and 
experience to contribute to a HLPE report and to discuss its outcomes with a view to reaching agreements 
on CFS actions and recommendations on food and nutrition security. (from option 1) 
 
16. An important added value of the CFS would be that of contributing to an exhaustive and up-to-date 
analysis of research and evidence accumulated thus far in the field through a HLPE report and by 
subsequently carrying out political deliberations and agreeing on specific recommendations for relevant 
public policies. (from option 1) 
 
17. Furthermore, this proposal contributes to the CFS mandate of supporting national capacity to formulate 
policy for transitioning towards sustainable food systems, overcoming hunger and malnutrition and moving 
towards the progressive realization of the right to adequate food. (from option 1) 
 
18. The report and policy outcomes determined by the Committee should help countries achieve progress 
on SDG 2 (in particular 2.4 on sustainable food production systems and resilient agricultural practices and 
2.A on increasing investment in rural infrastructure, agricultural research, extension services and 
technological development), on SDG 6 (in particular 6.3 on reduction of water pollution and 6.4 on promotion 
of water-use efficiency) and on a number of others such as SDG 8 on sustainable economic growth, SDG 9 on 



resilient infrastructure and innovation, SDG 12 on sustainable consumption and production patterns and SDG 
15 on sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems. (from option 2) 
 
Relevance and global impact 
 
20. The role agroecological approaches and other innovations can play to improve sustainable and resilient 
agriculture and food systems for food security and nutrition is of paramount importance and qualifies the 
topic to the addressed by a HLPE report. (new paragraph) 
 
21. Agroecology is ever more present in intergovernmental body discussions and it is a topic which comes up 
repeatedly at the CFS as well, particularly given the great importance it holds for food and nutrition security. 
Agroecology has become a reference point which is increasingly present in proposals for alternatives to 
current unsustainable models for production, consumption and sales and it is an incredibly important 
perspective in seeking out new concepts and methods for tackling the effects of climate change and 
biodiversity degradation, and addressing how it exacerbates food insecurity and malnutrition. (from option 
1) 
 
22. Besides, family farming and agroecology are intimately linked when it comes to achieving food and 
nutrition security which is sustainable on the ground. "Family farming, the practice which agroecology is 
based on, involves at least 500 million family farms worldwide.". (from option 1) 
 
23. On the other hand, the recognition of the contribution of other innovative approaches for food security 
and nutrition is also relevant. The challenges of coexistence and compatibility of different approaches and 
their utilization according to the specificities of different agroecosystems and production systems is a very 
critical issue that deserves to be addressed by the proposed HLPE report.  (new paragraph) 
 
No Duplication 
 
24. This proposal does not run the risk of doubling up on relevant work carried out by other bodies and 
institutions, but rather represents an innovative approach which, given the characteristics of the CFS, will 
allow for expertise to be fostered and agreements reached through scientific and political dialogue which is 
inclusive and participatory, thus building the capacity of national governments to develop and promote 
necessary public  policy  for  a  transition  towards sustainable food systems which foster food and nutrition 
security. (from option 1) 
 
Knowledge and evidence 
 
25. Over the last decade there has been an exponential rise in research on agroecology and agroecological 
practices as well as a rise in research on how to implement policies which provide the necessary support. 
(from option 1) 
 
26. It is therefore clear that there is a huge wealth of experience, expertise and knowledge accumulated by 
generations of small-scale food producers across the continents. There is also a wealth of analysis and 
programs from governmental and intergovernmental bodies on the topic and there are new studies coming 
from the world of academia and several contributions from other sectors in society and the economy. (from 
option 1) 
 
27. There is also abundant evidence on the advantages and disadvantages of other innovations for 
sustainable food and agriculture production that can be used by the HLPE as a reference. (new paragraph) 
 
28. In light of the above, a HLPE report would offer an exhaustive and up-to-date analysis of existing 
evidence on agroecological approaches and other innovations for sustainable agriculture and food systems 



to improve food security and nutrition, building, therefore, the basis for a political deliberation process 
within the CFS. (new paragraph) 
 
Support from Rome-based agencies 
 
29. The Rome based agencies are well placed to provide technical support to the topic. As referred above, 
FAO has played a leading role to broaden the knowledge on agroecological approaches and other 
innovations, in close cooperation with the other RBA, and to convene the expertise of government 
institutions, other UN agencies, civil society and small scale food producers’ organizations, research and 
innovation institutions, universities and the private sector. In the case of agroecology, for instance, the issue 
was also prominently discussed at the IFAD Farmers Forums in 2014 and 2016. The Forums appreciated the 
ongoing efforts of IFAD on this topic and requested IFAD to strengthen its support to agroecological training 
and communication initiatives undertaken by small-scale producers’ organizations, and to strengthen 
coherence and synergies with other agencies, particularly FAO, and governments. (adapted from option 1) 
 


